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1 The International Reference Centre for the Rights of Children Deprived of their Family (ISS/IRC) recommends that, “In general, 
international adoption should not take place in a situation of war or natural disaster, given that these events make it impossible to 
verify the personal and family situation of children.”  http://uai-news.blogspot.com/2010/01/international-reference-centre-for.html 
2 In the wake of a natural disaster, there is always increased risk of child exploitation by kidnappers and human traffickers.  
Furthermore, most of the children in Haitian orphanages are there not because their parents are deceased, but because their 
parents could no longer afford to care for them.   


