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In this packet, you will find stories, devotionals, prayers and 
ideas for action for peace in Colombia. The devotionals can 
be done individually, as a family or in a small group. 

It’s time for churches to unite for peace in Colombia.
Join in the call for peace. Pray for peace, Act for Peace, Be a Witness for Peace.

In 2008 Colombia partner JustaPaz and the Peace Commission  
of the Evangelical Council of Colombia documented 240 violations 
against church members.

Colombia is the best hidden humanitarian crisis in the Western 
Hemisphere.

Almost 5 million people have been internally displaced.

1,200 people are forced from their homes every day in Colombia.

3,000 people die every year because of the violence.

It’s time for this war to end.

Widow and family, Arauca

DAYS OF PRAYER 
AND ACTION 2010

washington.mcc.org/days
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Fact: Through the Justice and Peace Law 
which facilitated the demobilization of an 
estimated 30,000 paramilitary combatants 
in 2004, the Colombian government prom-
ised access to truth, justice and reparations 
for victims. In actuality, Colombia’s millions 
of victims have been systematically denied 
this access and the more than 60 re-armed 
paramilitary groups have intimidated victims 
from seeking truth, justice and reparations 
through threats and assassinations. 

Story: In March 2008, Jorge Vides, a mem-
ber of the Canaan Evangelical Church, re-
ported to authorities that that the “Black Ea-
gles” re-armed paramilitary group  stopped 
him and demanded food in Tierra Alta (where 
the paramilitary peace talks took place). 
A few days later, Jorge was threatened by 
two armed gunmen.  He and his family were 
forced to flee their home.

DAY 1

BIBlIcal reFlectIon: The God of Israel said, the Rock 
of Israel spake to me, the God that ruleth over people must 
be just, ruling in the fear of God. 2 Samuel 23:3  

God calls on leaders to be just and to rule in fear of God. 
In Colombia, the ruling authorities are not fulfilling this 
obligation, and church members are calling on the global 
church community to join with them.  Pray and act for a 
transformation in policies which would guarantee these 
minimum steps towards justice. 

Jorge Vides, his wife Orlina and daughter Heidi

organIze a “Face the DISplaceD” party.  
Go to washington.mcc.org/days for more information on how to organize your party.

prayer: God of Justice shed your grace and wisdom on Colombia 
and its leaders. May your strength fill Colombia’s victims and may your 
righteousness be their rock. Work through your people to transform unjust 
laws and policies which allow injustice to reign instead of your Kingdom. 
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Fact:  The United States has given over $6 billion 
in military aid to the Colombian government since 
2000. Colombia is now the largest recipient of US 
military aid in the Western Hemisphere, and one of 
the most significant destinations for US military aid 
in the world. This has been justified through the ar-
gument that the Colombian government and military 
respect and comply with human rights standards.
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DAY 2
Story: On September 11, 2008, an 
armed gunman shot Narciso Díaz, a 
member of the Emmaus Church of Tier-
ralta, in the face.  Narciso is presumed 
to have been targeted for murder by 
a paramilitary group that operates in 
the area (presumably on the assump-
tion that he was giving information on 
armed groups to the Organization of 
American States -OAS). Narciso had 
been taking leadership workshops 
that were funded and organized by the 
OAS.

Narciso and his wife have had to flee 
their home as another one of Colom-
bia’s millions of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs). When Narciso applied 
for official registration as an internally 
displaced person, authorities said that 
there were no illegal armed actors op-
erating in the area at the time that Nar-
ciso was shot.  Authorities denied him 
the rights afforded to IDPs under Co-
lombian constitution.

Narciso Díaz
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prayer:
Leader: For all those who have fallen 
victim to hatred and inhumanity, for 
those loved ones who are left behind 
to mourn, for the souls of those whose 
hearts are cold, 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

L: For the children who are being 
born into this world of conflict and 
violence, for women and mothers who 
suffer needlessly,

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

L: For all those who have been forced 
into unemployment, who long to re-
turn to work, for all those who strug-
gle to support their families, 

actIon For the Day: Tonight watch the short film “Colombian Churches Call for Peace” 
with your family or small group. Available at all MCC offices.

BIBlIcal reFlectIon: O house 
of David, thus saith the LORD; Execute 
judgment in the morning, and de-
liver them that are spoiled out of the 
hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go 
out like fire, and burn that none can 
quench it, because of the evil of your 
doings. Jeremiah 21:12

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

L: For the men and women who felt 
their only life option was to join the 
ranks of armies, for the soldiers who 
are misguided in thinking that their 
bullets will bring about peace, for 
those who conscientiously object mili-
tary orders,

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

L: For the children who cry in their 
beds at night and wonder ‘what have 
I done?’, for the mothers and fathers 
who must try to explain the unex-
plainable, 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

What is our role as Christians when we hear of Christians in other parts of the world being violently 
attacked and persecuted for the work they are undertaking because of their faith? God calls on the 
House of David, the People of God, to work towards justice and breaking the bonds of injustice and 
oppression. Jeremiah is called by God at a moment in which the People of Israel are in crisis. The 
documentation project from which all the cases presented in this devotional material are taken was 
born out of the concern of church communities to speak truth - prophetic truth – about the situation 
that they live as Christians and as citizens in a context of war. They are victims of social, political, 
economic and physical violence. As the Prophet Jeremiah laments the situation of his people, the 
participants in the documentation project lament the reality of churches being hurt by the violence.

L: For all the children who have died 
before their time, for the soldiers who 
allow their uniform to strip them of 
their humanity, for the healers who 
are denied the opportunity to use their 
gifts, 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

L: For the redemption of souls of both 
victim and perpetrator, for those who 
commit themselves to the forgiveness 
of sins, 

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
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Fact: The United States and Canadian governments are 
both negotiating Free Trade Agreements with Colombia. 
The rationale behind “rewarding” Colombia in this way is 
due to the illusory affirmation that the current government 
has succeeded in demobilizing paramilitary groups and 
improving human rights. Since the inauguration of Presi-
dent Alvaro Uribe, extrajudicial assassinations (murders of 
civilians by state forces) have increased by 65%. Between 
July 2006 and June 2007, the Colombian Commission of 
Jurists reported 236 cases of extrajudicial assassinations 
directly attributable to the State Armed Forces. This is the 
highest number of cases recorded in the last 5 years. 
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DAY 3
Story: José Ulises, age 23, was a 
youth leader at the Christian Crusade 
Church of Cúcuta and also worked for 
the Recuperadora Hincapie recycling 
plant. After serving as a professional-
soldier in a counter-guerrilla unit, he 
grew tired of military life and left the 
Army in late 2006. On September 29, 
2007, José Ulises quit his job at the 
recycling plant and, that same day, 
traveled from Cúcuta to Bogotá. It was 
the last time his family saw him alive. 
On October 1, he was killed and pre-
sented to the authorities as a guerrilla 
killed in combat. José Ulises appears 
to be the victim of a “false positive” of 
the Colombian Army. The head of the 
Attorney General’s office provided un-
authorized information to the family re-
vealing that José Ulises had been shot 
by the Gaula (joint anti-kidnapping 
force) as a guerrilla in combat an hour 
and a half from Sogamoso on the road 
from Yopal to Casanare between Aqui-
tania and Vado Hondo. They informed 
the family that the body was buried in 
a cemetery in Sogamoso twenty days 
after he was killed and that the case 
was in the hands of a military judge. 

José Ulises, one month before his death, receiving a certificate of Study 
from the Church School of Leadership.
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BIBlIcal reFlectIon: Because, in truth, because they have 
misled my people, saying, ‘Peace’, when there is no peace; and be-
cause, when the people build a wall, these prophets smear white-
wash on it. Say to those who smear whitewash on it that it shall fall. 
There will be a deluge of rain, great hailstones will fall, and a stormy 
wind will break out. (Ezekiel 13: 10-11 NRSV)

Many times we are told lies or half-truths by mass media, and 
governments, about what is happening in war-torn countries 
and the world. The famous quote by Rudyard Kipling “the first 
victim of war is truth,” still rings true today, as it did in the time 
of the prophet Ezekiel who encountered a similar situation. The 
phenomenon of “false positives”, or the extrajudicial assassina-
tion of civilians who are then dressed in guerrilla fatigues and 
presented as proof of successful military operations against 
guerrilla forces, are the signs of  an unjust government, espe-
cially given that there exists virtually total impunity for these cas-
es. The Prophet Ezekiel criticized the dominant authorities and 
powers of the Babylonian Empire for their lies and deception of 
the people of Israel.  They stated that there was peace when in 
actuality there was a project of domination and repression which 
served the interests of a powerful few at the cost of seeking 
shalom for many.  

Although it is difficult to hear the complete truth for it can be 
painful, love and truth that seeks justice complement one an-
other.  Love requires defending the defenseless guided by the 
goal of reconciliation.  God´s reconciling justice calls us to seek 
the truths of the widow and orphan, the last and the least.     

prayer: God of Mercy, hear our prayer for all 
those who will die today because of war and eco-
nomic oppression, especially the children. Prepare 
them for the agony, despair, and terror of the vio-
lence that is upon them. Comfort them and hold 
them close to the bosom of your most heart as they 
drink deeply of the bitter cup which is forced upon 
them. Wipe their tears, calm their fears, welcome 
them to peace and safety. Eternal rest grant to them, 
and may perpetual light shine upon them. May all 
rise in judgment against the wickedness that brings 
this violence upon the world. Overturn the thrones 
of tyranny, scatter the unjust, cast down the bloody 
rulers who make the cry of the widow and orphan 
rise to heaven. Give us your grace and strength to 
stand against the demonic powers which prowl 
about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Grant 
that peace with justice will come to all the world. 
Amen. (justpeace.org)

actIon For the Day: Fast for peace in Colombia today.
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DAY 4
Fact: Colombia now has the highest rate of internal displacement in the world. Ap-
proximately 1500 people are forced from their homes every day, and in 2008, the rate 
of displacement was the highest it has been in Colombia since 1985. Since the inaugu-
ration of President Alvaro Uribe in 2002, internal displacement has continued to climb 
steadily in the country.  The government has demonstrated little capacity to respond to 
growing humanitarian crisis, what the United Nations is calling the worst humanitarian 
catastrophe in the Western Hemisphere.  Colombia has no refugee camps.  There are 
no centralized hubs where persons forced from their homes can gather, register and be 
attended to by international agencies. Although the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees has their largest services program in Colombia, most displaced persons 
arrive to the outskirts of large urban centers.  Referred to as “misery belts,” impoverished 
neighborhoods surrounding the cities lack  infrastructure or access to basic public ser-
vices such as water, sewage, healthcare and housing.  Armed groups are concentrated 
in these areas and continue to persecute victims who fled seeking safety.   

Story: June 15, 2008, rearmed 
paramilitaries allegedly forcibly dis-
appeared Azaél Hernandez. Mr. Her-
nandez, a member of the Getsemaní 
Evangelical Church in Murmullo Me-
dio, Tierralta, left his home on mo-
torcycle at 9:30 a.m. for the town of 
Tierralta. He was last seen detained 
by men identified as rearmed paramili-
taries near the town of Batata. Local 
witnesses allege that he was taken to 
El Revoliatico, shot and thrown in the 
waters of the Urrá Hydroelectric Dam. 
In the following days while searching 
for his body, family members learned 
that their names were among the 11 
on a rearmed paramilitary hit list. Tak-
ing heed, by Tuesday, June 24, 27 
families had fled from the countryside 
to the town of Tierralta. For some fami-
lies, this was the third time they were 
forcibly displaced by paramilitaries 
since 1996. At the writing of this report, 
the families--many of whom are rela-
tives of Mr. Hernandez and currently 
under threat—are still living in highly 
inadequate conditions in a school. Mr. 
Hernandez leaves behind a wife, Fan-
ni Montiel, and four sons ages 3 to 16. 
His body is still missing.

Family Azaél Hernandez
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BIBlIcal reFlectIon: By the rivers of 
Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered 
Zion. There on the poplars we hung our harps, 
for there our captors asked us for songs, our tor-
mentors demanded songs of joy; they said, “Sing 
us one of the songs of Zion!” How can we sing 
the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land? 
(Psalm 137, NRSV)

The story of the People of God is a story of 
uprooted people and a people in exile. This 
is the way in which the Biblical narrative of 
the Israelites begins. From the first chapters 
of Genesis, all the way through Revelation, 
the condition of uprootedness – be it spiritu-
ally, politically or socially – is an ever pres-
ent theme.  Many Biblical scholars agree that 
Genesis was likely written while the people 
of God were in Babylonian exile and the 
book of Revelation while Christians were be-
ing persecuted and assassinated, uprooted 
in the Roman Empire.  In important ways 
Colombia’s 4 million internally displaced per-
sons continue the narrative of God’s people 
in exile.   What does it mean to work towards 
Shalom in these circumstances?  How are 
we working together with the foreigner, the 
dispossessed, to further encourage God’s in-
breaking redemption in the human story?  

prayer:
Grant us peace that will
BREAK our silence in the midst of violence
then prophetic voices shall resonate

Grant us peace that will
PULL US DOWN from the steeple of our pride
then we’ll learn to wash each other’s feet

Grant us peace that will
EMPTY us of hate and intolerance
then we’ll turn guns into guitars and sing

Grant us peace that will
SHUT our mouths up when we speak too much
then we’ll learn to listen and understand what others are saying

Grant us peace that will 
DISTURB us in our apathy
then we’ll dance together under the sun

Grant us peace that will
BURN our lethargic hearts
then we’ll endure burning and let love and justice glow
(Prayer for Peace. Philippines)

actIon For the Day: Go to washington.mcc.org/days to read up on U.S. policy 
towards Colombia and the stories of the victims of displacement caused by increased 

fighting between military and illegal armed group.
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Fact: Colombia is the Latin American country with the second 
highest rate of inequality in terms of distribution of wealth and 
land. Colombia also has the second highest rate of unemploy-
ment in the region. With approximately 60% of the population 
living in conditions of impoverishment, and two thirds of arable 
land privately owned by roughly 13% of the population, the eco-
nomic and social situation in Colombia is clearly difficult for much 
of the population. The economic dynamics of the armed conflict 
relate directly to the condition of unemployment and inequality, 
as participation in any of the armed groups generates income for 
young, unemployed people. The economic interests in the armed 
conflict are also the motivation behind a significant percentage 
of the cases of displacement that occur in the country. As the 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Center states:  This [role of 
paramilitary in collusion with State military forces and private in-
terests] largely explains the strong co-relation between internal 
displacement and the presence of multinational companies in 
Colombia. The regions richest in natural resources are also the 
ones most prone to internal displacement. Coca cultivation is 
also a major source of income for all armed actors. Communities 
are regularly displaced for their refusal to participate in the illicit 
economy, while at the same time, licit crops fetch a far lower 
price than coca does, and therefore presents an attractive alter-
native to traditional cultivation. All of these economic dynamics 
will be exacerbated with the ratification of a Free Trade Agree-
ment which does not take into account the very uneven eco-
nomic playing field and levels of competition between Colombia 
and Canadian or U.S. industries. Any free trade agreement that 
does not have legally binding conditions on investor right limita-
tions, human rights, environment and labour will serve to deepen 
economic disparity and resultant violence which stems from a 
war economy of corruption and death. Most concerning in this 
context is the continued lack of response from the government to 
the great social and economic crisis of the victims of the armed 
conflict, given that they are the most vulnerable to the economic 
tides, and the actions of all the armed actors. 
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DAY 5

Pastor Reyes and his wife, Idia Miranda

Story: On Thursday, September 25, at 10:00am Pastor 
William Reyes departed Valledupar, Cesar, for his home in 
Maicao, La Guajira. He never arrived and has not been heard 
from since.

On Saturday, October 4 2008, thousands of Maicao residents 
marched through the streets of Maicao calling for Pastor 
Reyes’ safe return. After the march, Pastor Reyes’ identifica-
tion documents were found in a wallet that had been left just 
inside the Light and Truth Church.

On Thursday, January 15, 2009, an unidentified man came 
to the church and asked the church secretary for Mrs. Mi-
randa, Pastor Reyes wife. When she told him that she was 
not there, he asked for her address and cell phone number, 
which she also refused to share.  He stated that it was “In 
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[Mrs. Miranda’s] best interest to 
get in touch with him, than for 
him to have to find her.”

On Wednesday, January 21, 
2009, Mrs. Miranda’s eldest 
daughter (Luz Nelly, age 16) 
was approached by an uniden-
tified man on the street who told 
her if she wanted to see her 
dad she should come with him. 
When he attempted to grab her 
by the arm, Luz Nelly fled. On 
Thursday, February 19, armed 
men allegedly entered another 
Christian church, just a few 
blocks from the Light and Truth 
Church, and forcibly removed a 
female parishioner.

After six months of hearing 
nothing regarding her hus-
band’s case and the renewed 
threats, Mrs. Miranda fears for 
her family’s safety. Despite re-
peated attempts, we have yet 
to receive report of any prog-
ress in investigating Pastor 
Reyes’ disappearance from the 
Colombian Attorney General’s 
office.

BIBlIcal reFlectIon: If you really change your 
ways and your actions and deal with each other justly, 
if you do not oppress the alien, the fatherless or the 
widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, 
and if you do not follow other gods to your own 
harm, then I will let you live in this place, in the land 
I gave your forefathers for ever and ever. (Jeremiah 
7:5-7, NRSV)

With greater knowledge, comes greater respon-
sibility. As we learn more about what is happen-
ing in remote parts of the world, we are invited to 
respond accordingly and collectively as a global 
ecclesial body. The Colombian church calls us to 
reflect upon our role as Christians and citizens 
living in countries with governments which have 
implemented policies which often work against 
the interests of God’s will for the world, especially 
Colombia. Exacerbated war, damaging econom-
ic practices, violence and injustice are realities 
which are outside of the Kingdom of God, but are 
not eternal structures, thanks to God’s redeeming 
grace through the salvific project of Christ in the 
world and the people of Christ manifesting God’s 
love through concrete action. The churches in Co-
lombia are already working diligently at being light 
and hope in the midst of darkness – we are invited 
to join them. Christians in Canada and the United 
States are called upon to consider what actions 
we can take to work towards the realization of this 
salvific project in real ways, such as calling on our 
governments to seek peace instead of more war 
and further suffering, for Colombia.

actIon For the Day: Plan your days of Prayer and Action together with your faith community. 
washington.mcc.org/days

prayer:
Dear God,
With you everything is possible.
Let the cup of war,
Killing, and destruction,
The cup of bloodshed,
Human anguish and desolation,
The cup of torture,
Breakage in human relationships  
and abandonment…
Dear God,
Let this cup pass us by.
We are afraid.
We are trembling in the depths  
of our being.
We feel the sweat and tears 
Of thousands of people all over  
the world,
People who are afraid –
Afraid to fight,
Afraid to kill,
Afraid of being killed,
Afraid of an uncertain future
(Henri J.M. Nouwen)
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FInal prayer

Come Lord!
Do not smile and say
You are already with us.
Millions do not know you
And to us who do,
What is the difference?
What is the point of your presence
If our lives do not alter?
Change our lives, shatter
Our complacency.
Make your word
Flesh of our flesh,
Blood of our blood
And our life’s purpose.
Take away the quietness
Of a clear conscience.
Press us uncomfortably.
For only thus 
That other peace is made,
Your peace.
(Dom Helder Camara)

Peace is possible.
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