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The 7.0 magnitude earthquake that hit Haiti on January 12th, 2010 killed approximately 300,000 people, injured 300,000 more, displaced 
nearly 1 million and resulted in the reverse migration of over 600,000 to the countryside. It is estimated that between 35-50% of Haiti’s GDP 
was lost as a result of the quake and it is acknowledged that it will take Haiti years to recover from the devastation.   

The widespread devastation caused by the earthquake was only possible as a result of economic injustice. Haiti has long been subjected to 
external interventions such as unjust international trade policies, onerous debt payments on debt acquired by the Duvalier dictatorships, 
military interventions and paternalistic charity that have perpetuated the nation’s structural poverty. Beginning in the 1980’s, structural 
adjustment policies imposed on Haiti by international financial institutions like the World Bank and IMF and food dumping by the United 
States weakened national agricultural production and exacerbated the poverty in rural Haiti, resulting in mass urban migration that made 
Port-Au-Prince especially vulnerable to this earthquake. 

The MCC Haiti advocacy program is seeking to address these issues both by engaging constituents and policy makers in the US and Canada 
and by working through local partner organizations that are committed to social and economic justice. Political advocacy is a form of public 
witness and a tangible way of loving our neighbor. 

This guide is intended to be a tool to help you become an advocate for structural changes that will help create the conditions for a more 
sovereign and dignified Haiti than the one that existed before January 12th, 2010.

Introduction

Three over-riding principles guide Mcc’s work in haiTi

1. Mcc’s commitment to working toward the holistic and integrated well-being of communities and churches around 
the world stems from a dedication to god’s vision of peace and dignity for humanity. This vision, from Micah 4:1-5, 
holds central the immediate needs of basic human rights, such as access to food, health care, meaningful employ-
ment, security and education. it also presents us with the necessity of justice for the vision to be fulfilled and the 
importance of human empowerment for the assurance of meaningful processes of development and healing. 

 (See the text from Micah on page 33)

2. haitians, like people everywhere, are children of god and should be approached with dignity and respect. The 
haitian people are the keepers of a vibrant, resilient culture that has endured many hardships and has much to 
offer the rest of the world.

3. all disaster response efforts, at both local and national levels, must be guided by haitians themselves. Millions of 
dollars and thousands of volunteers are arriving in haiti to help the country. plans are being drawn up by many 
well-meaning people. But if haitians do not have a hand in formulating the plans and do not own the construction 
efforts, they will ultimately be unsuccessful in their attempts to build up the country.



 MCC HAItI AdvoCACy GUIde | 3

2.   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Introduction

4.   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      Faith and Politics

6    .   .   .   Glossary of Terms to Know when Reflecting on Structural Issues in Haiti

8.   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Key Issues for a Just Response to Haiti

11 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  MINUSTAH

13 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .USAID in Haiti

                                                                                                                                   Talking Points
17 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sustainable Development and Economic Reform

19 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Transparent and Haitian-led Response

21 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Militarization of Aid

23 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Humanitarian Immigration Issues

25 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Debt Reduction and Forgiveness

                                                                                                                              Ways to Witness 
27 .  .  .  .  .  Tips for Effective Letter Writing, Phone Calls, Faxes, E-mail and Visits

31 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Advocating as a Faith Community 

33 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Micah 4:1-5

34 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Contacts

all phoTos By Ben depp

TABLE oF CoNTENTS



4 | Be An Advocate

Government’s Role

The Bible contains contrasting images of government. one image highlights government’s potential, the other its pit-
falls.

In perhaps the most positive biblical statement on governing authorities, the Apostle Paul writes: “By [Christ] all things 
were created... whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him” (Col. 1:16, 
emphasis added). Paul then describes government as “God’s servant for your good,” specifically noting its role in promot-
ing justice and preserving order (Rom. 13:1-7). In this view, government is part of God’s good creation.

other biblical references are less flattering. God warned Samuel that human rulers would conscript men and women for 
military and civilian service, confiscate land for personal gain, tax heavily and grant political favors to their close friends 
(I Sam. 8:10-20). Jesus told his disciples not to be like the rulers who “lord it over” others and act as “tyrants” (Mark 
10:42). Revelation 13 is often cited as an example of government at its worst.

Early Anabaptists, according to Mennonite ethicist Keith Graber Miller, saw government “as preserving order, curbing 
and controlling the power of sin.” Historian Theron F. Schlabach says that even by the end of the 19th century Menno-
nites “still put little faith in government to perform God’s work.”

The 1995 Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective offers a more balanced perspective. It states that “governing 
authorities of the world have been instituted by God for maintaining order in societies . . . [and] as servants of God are 
called to act justly and provide order.” It goes on to say that, “nations tend to demand total allegiance. They then become 
idolatrous and rebellious against the will of God. Even at its best, a government cannot act completely according to the 
justice of God because no nation, except the church, confesses Christ’s rule as its foundation.”

Witness by People of Faith

Precisely because governing authorities frequently misuse their power, God often uses people of faith to confront, chal-
lenge and call authorities to act justly and fulfill their intended purpose. Biblical narratives are full of such stories:

• Shiphrah and Puah, Hebrew midwives, risked their lives by refusing Pharaoh’s order to kill all the Hebrew 
baby boys (Exodus 1:15-22). 

•  Moses challenged mighty Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go into the desert to worship God (Exodus 5-12). 
• Elijah confronted King Ahab   when he killed Naboth and confiscated his vineyard (I Kings 21).
• Three youths named Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were willing to be thrown into a fiery furnace 

Faith and Politics
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rather than bowing down to King  Nebuchadnezzar’s 90-foot golden statue (Daniel 3). 
• When King Darius ordered his subjects to pray only to the king, Daniel continued to pray to God -- and 

was thrown into a lion’s den (Daniel  6).
• Esther risked her life to plead the case of her people before King Ahasuerus (Esther 4-8).
• The people appealed to Nehemiah, the governor, about unjust economic practices of the ruling class 

(Neh. 5). 
• John the Baptist lost his head challenging King Herod about his unlawful marriage to Herodias (Mark 

6:14-29).

Anabaptists also have a long history of witnessing to government on a variety of issues. Sixteenth century leader Men-
no Simons exhorted the magistrates of his day to take seriously their responsibilities “in the true fear of God, and not 
so cruelly to lord it over the children of God and his Word as alas, many of you have a way of doing, it seems” (Complete 
writings of Menno Simons, page 193). For many years, North American Mennonites have spoken to government leaders 
regarding religious freedom, military conscription and payment of war taxes. More recently -- often growing out of 
MCC’s global relief and development work -- many Mennonites have spoken out against injustices that affected persons 
beyond the Mennonite community.

Theological Roots

The New Testament describes Jesus as our advocate with God (I John 2:1-2) and the Holy Spirit as “another Advocate to 
be with you forever” (John 14:16). At its core, our advocacy on behalf of others grows out of an awareness of our own 
need for an advocate.

The theological foundation for witness to governing authorities is also found in Jesus’s teachings known as the Great 
Commission and the Great Commandment.

The Great Commission challenges us to give witness to Christ’s Lordship over all competing claims to our allegiance. This 
witness to the way of Christ is to be made to all peoples and nations (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8). The New Testament 
declares that Christ is “head of every ruler and authority” (Colossians 2:10). This reality gives followers of Christ a legiti-
mate foundation to address government.

The Great Commandment proclaims that “the Lord our God . . . is one” and calls us to love God completely -- with heart, 
soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:29-30). The second half of the Great Commandment says that our love for neighbor 
must match our concern for our own well-being (Mark 12:31). Jesus defined neighbors as those in need -- even our 
enemies (Luke 10: 25-37; Matthew 5:43-48). Indeed, God so identifies with those in need that the Bible equates the 
measure of our love for God with the way we treat “the least of these” (Matthew 25:31-46; I John 4:16-17.)

FAITH AND PoLITICS

 “Faith and Politics” is an excerpt from the MCC U.S. Washington office Advocacy Handbook.

anaBapTisT advocacy    

 We witness by: 

• Showing respect to and praying for governing authorities. our advocacy must grow out of a spirit of concern for 
governing authorities and a proper understanding of the legitimate role of government.

• Being the church. The Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective states, “We witness to the nations by being that ‘city 
on a hill’ which demonstrates the way of Christ.” Advocacy has integrity as it is rooted in the practice, teachings and mission 
of the church.

• Calling governing authorities to act justly for all people. While God’s kingdom will not be legislated into being, and 
while governments “cannot act completely according to the justice of God,” they can develop laws and policies that help 
to undergird life -- especially for those who are most vulnerable. The Confession says we should call for policies that move 
toward justice, peace, and compassion for all people.
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Aid: Financial (loans or grants) or material help given to a country in need. 

Advocacy: Support for or recommendation of a particular cause or policy. 

CIDA: Canadian International Development Agency. This is the development arm of the Canadian government. 
It’s equivalent to USAID for the United States government.

Diaspora: Haitians living outside of Haiti. 

Emergency Relief: Assistance - especially in the form of food, water, clothing or money - given to those in 
urgent need, usually immediately after a natural disaster or conflict.

Fair Trade: An organized social movement and market-based approach that aims to help producers in develop-
ing countries by ensuring that they receive a fair price for their products. It also takes social and environmental 
standards into account.

Free Trade: Trade between nations without protective customs tariffs. For Haiti, free trade agreements have 
meant that the government is unable to tax imported goods, which has severely depressed local production. 

Food Security: This exists when all people at all times have access to sufficient, safe, nutritious food to main-
tain a healthy and active life. The concept of food security fails to address who produces the food and how it is 
produced. 

Food Sovereignty: This is increasingly being promoted as an alternative to the narrower concept of food se-
curity. Food Sovereignty is the RIGHT of peoples, communities, and countries to define their own agricultural, 
labor, fishing, food and land policies that are ecologically, socially, economically and culturally appropriate to 
their unique circumstances. It includes the true right to food and to produce food, which means that all people 
have the right to safe, nutritious and culturally appropriate food and to food-producing resources and the ability 
to sustain themselves and their societies. 

IDP: Internally Displaced Person(s). People forced to flee their homes but, unlike refugees, remain within their 
country’s borders. 

GloSSAry
terms to Know when 
reflecting on Structural 
Issues in Haiti
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IMF: International Monetary Fund. The IMF is an international financial institution charged with securing 
global financial stability. In Haiti, they have imposed social and economic policy on the Haitian government 
in return for large loans.

Liberalization: The relaxation of government restrictions, usually in terms of social, economic or trade 
policy. Haiti’s economy has been liberalized by the application of IMF structural adjustment programs.

Militarism: Glorification of militaristic ideals; predominance of the armed forces in the administration or 
policy of a nation.

Militarization of Aid: Aid that is coordinated and distributed by military personnel. 

MINUSTAH: The French acronym for the United Nation’s Peacekeeping Mission in Haiti, which has been in 
place since 2004. 

Neo-colonialism: The economic and political policies by which a country in the global North indirectly 
maintains or extends its influence over countries in the global South. 

Out-migration: The large-scale and continuous movement of people from one country to another. Haiti 
has experienced significant flows of out-migration as a result of political coups d’etats and natural disasters. 

Remittance: Money sent from Haitians living and working overseas to friends and family members in Haiti. 

Reverse Migration: The phenomenon by which people in urban areas migrate to the countryside. This has 
happened in Haiti as a result of the January 12th earthquake. 

Sovereignty: The authority of a nation to govern itself. 

Structural Adjustment Programs: Widely implemented from the mid-1980’s to the mid-1990s, these are 
changes that were carried out in the social and economic policies (ie. the privatization of services like educa-
tion and healthcare) of countries in the global South in exchange for financial assistance from institutions 
like the World Bank and IMF. Today such economic policies are carried out through the IMF Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Papers.

Sustainable Development: Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their needs. 

Tariff: A tax or duty paid on imports or exports. 

TPS: Temporary Protected Status. A temporary immigration status granted by the United States to countries 
whose residents are unable to safely return to their home country. Haiti was granted TPS after the earth-
quake, which means that Haitians in the U.S can apply for temporary work permits. 

Urban Migration: The phenomenon by which people living in rural areas migrate to cities. When this hap-
pens on a large scale, as in Haiti, it is because people are hoping to find resources that they are unable to 
access in the countryside. 

USAID: U.S. Agency for International Development. This is the developmental arm of the United States gov-
ernment.

World Bank: An international financial institution that carries out large-scale development projects (like 
roads, canals and dams). The World Bank works closely with the IMF in determining countries’ developmen-
tal priorities. 

GLoSSARy oF TERMS
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Key Issues for a
Just Response in 
Haiti

The challenge of rebuilding Haiti is compounded by multiple pre-existing factors such as the devastation of four hurricanes in 
2008, an ongoing food crisis, a global economic/financial crisis, environmental degradation, political instability, foreign interven-
tions and liberalized trade/economic policies. As the international community moves forward with relief and recovery efforts we 
urge that the following be taken into account: 

sustainable, long-term development coupled with economic reform policies

 Haiti’s economy was in a state of crisis long before the earthquake. More than 80 percent of the population lived under the 
poverty level, earning less than $2 per day. Haiti needs sustainable, longterm development coupled with economic reform 
policies rather than just short-term reconstruction.

•  Haiti should not be obstructed from determining its own food security needs. In the 1980s Haiti was nearly 
self-sufficient in food production, most of its farmers could earn a living and the Haitian population pur-
chased local food. Today, up to 70 percent of Haiti’s food comes from imports and Haiti’s agriculture remains 
in shambles due to economic policies that have debilitated local food production and rural development. 
In 2008, the Haitian government implemented the International Monetary Fund (IMF)-sponsored Poverty 
Reduction Strategy Plan (PRSP), which names rural and agricultural development as one of the pillars of 
development. In order for the Haitian government to provide sustainable livelihoods and food security for 
its people, the new priority of the PRSP, and additional funds, must support and rebuild local agricultural 
production by:

• Allowing the Haitian government to regulate food imports.
• Advocating that the government legislate agricultural subsidies.
• Providing Haitian farmers with access to credit. 
• Repairing and improving agricultural infrastructure.
• Ensuring that farmers have legal rights to their land.
• Investing in participatory, farmer-led research and knowledge transfer for small-scale 

farmers in Haiti.
•   The earthquake has stimulated reverse migration from urban centers to rural communities. The Haitian 

government estimates that 570,000 people have migrated out of Port-au- Prince as a result of the disas-
ter. In addition to revitalizing the economy in Port-au-Prince, development efforts must focus on rural 
community and agricultural development in order to provide sustainable livelihoods for the rest of the 
country.

This was a working document created in January 2010 in consultation with MCC Haiti partners. Although some figures have since changed, these 
principles remain relevant to the situation in Haiti.
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KEy ISSUES FoR A JUST RESPoNSE IN HAITI         
The international community must follow through on its commitment at the G7 meetings to full debt cancellation, and 
should further commit to ensuring that Haiti does not fall under any additional debt burden. All current loans should be 
turned into grants, as the IMF has pledged, and future grants and loans should not come with any attached economic 
conditions. This will allow the Haitian government to set reconstruction and development priorities for itself.

Transparent and haitian-led use of donor funds 

 U.S. and Canadian citizens have donated millions of dollars for Haiti. Aid agencies, including MCC, have committed to 
long-term support. U.S., Canadian, European and other governments havepledged millions in foreign assistance. These 
committed funds must be used in programs that are Haitian led and in a transparent manner to ensure that every dollar 
is truly used for the relief, reconstruction and long-term sustainable development of Haiti. Even though local organiza-
tions have been affected by the earthquake, local community associations are present in the most devastated areas. 
Capacity and skill exists within the Haitian community to take charge of their relief, development and reconstruction 
needs. Local civil society must drive efforts to rebuild Haiti, rather than donor requirements.

clarified mandate and length of stay of u.s. and canadian troops 

 After the earthquake, there were approximately 20,000 U.S. military personnel deployed to Haiti. The military was 
perhaps one of the only institutions with the capacity to respond quickly and effectively to immediate infrastructure 
needs following the calamity in the country. However, the militarization of disaster relief and foreign aid raises serious 
concerns. Haiti is no stranger to foreign military intervention and the U.S. has militarily intervened in the country three 
times over the course of Haiti’s history. Given its observations of the use of military personnel in Haiti and other coun-
tries, and based on the concerns of Haitian partners, MCC is wary of the presence of foreign troops in Haiti. The military 
presence in Haiti has lacked clarity in terms of mission, rules of engagement and length of stay. The U.S. government 
must do the following:

• Clearly define how the U.S. government is collaborating with the United Nations and not multiplying or confusing 
relief efforts. The lack of clarity with the regard to the mandate of the military contingents and poor coordination 
give the impression that the forces are effectively militarizing the country.

• Clearly articulate the mission as strictly short-term relief and humanitarian support. Military forces currently on 
the ground are providing crucial logistical and operational support, while civilian agencies have the experience 
and expertise needed to deliver assistance. Assistance currently being provided by military personnel should be 
handed over to civilian agencies as soon as possible, leaving the military to focus on providing logistical and op-
erational support as well as building the capacity of the Haitian government.

• Clearly define and publicize the military’s rules of engagement. The military should not engage in fighting the 
Haitian people. While isolated incidents of violence have occurred, by and large the survivors of the disaster have 
acted with compassion and love for their neighbors. The presence of foreign military forces risks criminalizing 
these survivors. The Haitian National Police should take the lead in providing security and foreign troops can pro-
vide support to make this possible.

• Set a clear timetable for handing over responsibility and withdrawal of troops from Haitian soil. This could mini-
mize Haitian concerns of another foreign military occupation.

Compassionate and respectful treatment of refugees and immigrants 

Haiti has experienced significant flows of out-migration for several decades, particularly to the U.S. and Canada. A num-
ber of factors, such as the desire to be with family, have access to resources or escape harsh conditions, have compelled 
people to take the tremendous risk of emigrating without proper documentation. While a natural disaster does not 
necessarily generate increased flows of outmigration, the severity of the recent earthquake coupled with pre-existing 
economic hardships in Haiti, as well as loose enforcement of human rights standards and rule of law, will likely cause 
many to seek refuge outside the country. In such a situation, it is important for foreign governments to treat all im-
migrants and refugees, whether legal or undocumented, with dignity, compassion and respect for their human rights. 
Additionally, government policies should reflect both the immediate needs of individual Haitians and the best long-
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KEy ISSUES FoR A JUST RESPoNSE IN HAITI
term interests of their families, communities and the country as a whole. Immigrants and refugees living outside of Haiti, whether on 
a temporary or permanent basis, can work and send money back to Haiti, which contributes to both short-term relief and long-term 
development of their home communities.
However, in order to discourage large numbers of out-migration, a swift and efficient recovery and reconstruction response is needed. 
If basic needs are being met and progress is visibly being made toward a better future, Haitians will be more likely to stay and rebuild 
rather than face the difficult challenges inherent in becoming an uprooted person. For the long-term development of the whole coun-
try, it is important that Haitians with energy, knowledge and physical capacity stay in Haiti to help reconstruct their communities.

 With regard to immigration and refugee policies, MCC advocates that the U.S. government should:
  For Haitians in the U.S. seeking Temporary Protected Status:

• Waive fees for low-income applicants.
• Release Haitians currently in detention centers for immigration violations so that they can apply for TPS.

  For refugees:
• Consider allowing some of Haiti’s most vulnerable - children, the elderly and the sick - who have lost care-

givers in Haiti but have relatives in the U.S., to immigrate legally. 
• Continue transporting some of the most serious medical cases to hospitals in the U.S. Provide adequate 

assistance to those released from the hospital into local communities. Extend Temporary Protected Status 
to this population. Provide transportation back to Haiti for those who wish to return. 

• Treat all those seeking refuge on our shores humanely and with dignity.
  For orphans:

• Discourage efforts to remove large numbers of children from Haiti through inter-country adoptions. (Note: 
The U.S. government has granted “humanitarian parole” for adoptions already in process and nearly final-
ized, whereby visas for these children are being expedited).

• In all cases, ensure that international statutes and obligations to combat trafficking are rigorously applied 
and enforced. 
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In February of 2004, rebel groups trying to topple Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, took over large cities in the 
Haitian north, and were heading quickly to Port-au-Prince. on February 18th, Aristide’s Prime Minister, yvon Neptune 
asked for international intervention to help stabilize the situation. These calls were largely ignored by the United States 
and France, and on February 29th, Aristide was removed from power (some say he resigned, others, including Aristide 
himself, refer the removal as ‘kidnapping’). The very same night, the Security Council passed a resolution allowing for a 
Multinational Interim Force, consisting of French, US, and Canadian military. 

Several months later, the Security Council passed Resolution 1572, which established the United Nations Stabilization Mis-
sion in Haiti, otherwise known by its French acronym MINUSTAH. 

Its initial term of six months has been repeatedly renewed, most recently to 15 october 2010 by U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1892. The mission is currently composed of 8,940 military troops and  3,711 police personnel (including civilian 
police, as well as Formed Police Units, which are more akin to National Guard troops) and over 1300 local civilian staff and 
other volunteers.

For three years, Mennonite Central Committee has been advocating for the Security Council to address three particular 
weaknesses of the mission: legitimacy, mission clarity, and the military component.  

In regards to legitimacy, Haitian civil society organizations point out that MINUSTAH violates articles 8.1, 263-1, 98-3.3, 
and 139 in the Haitian Constitution, which affirm Haitian sovereignty and note that any international agreement, treaty, or 
covenant must be ratified by the Haitian National Assembly.  MINUSTAH was authorized by former Prime Minister Gerard 
Latortue, an unelected official who did not seek the proper approval of the Haitian legislature for the mission’s presence.  
Without this legislative endorsement, MINUSTAH is frequently perceived by the Haitian population as an unwelcome occu-
pying force. The reality of this public perception was on display during the April 2008 protests over the cost of food, which 
featured loud calls for MINUSTAH to leave.

Regarding mission clarity, since MINUSTAH does not have a traditional peace monitoring mandate, it has been difficult to 
determine specifically how the mission ought to operate.  Similar peacekeeping missions in Africa have been implemented 
to monitor peace agreements. Such is the case in Sudan, where UNMIS monitors that country’s Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement, as well as in the Democratic Republic of Congo, where MoNUC was invited to observe the Lusaka Ceasefire 
Agreement.  In the absence of such an agreement, MINUSTAH’s mission has been difficult to define and carry out.  A per-
fect example of this is MINUSTAH’s Demobilization, Disarmament, and Reintegration program. A 2006 ActionAid report 
noted that this program had succeeded only in disarming the poorest citizens.  Those with more means, such as the former 
military (many of whom played a large role in the violence of 2004), were able to maintain possession of their weapons. 

MINUStAH

a wall in port-au-prince reads “down with the occupation” in reference to the un peacekeeping Mission in haiti. 
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MINUSTAH’s role in dealing with the immediate aftermath of the earthquake has also been heavily criticized by aid workers 
in Haiti and Haitian civil society. Indeed, regardless of the mission’s losses in the disaster, in the first three days following the 
quake no UN personnel were observed assisting in search and rescue attempts or in the provision of emergency aid.  

Even the successes of MINUSTAH, such as aiding in elections and improving security, have not hastened their departure, but 
rather expanded their role. In spite of Special Representative of the Secretary General Hedi Annabi’s position that develop-
ment is not the business of peacekeeping operations, the March 2009 Report of the Secretary General (S/2009/129) describes 
the ever-increasing roles filled by MINUSTAH that are outside of their security, police training, support for rule-of-law and 
election-monitoring mandate. Examples include parliamentary capacity building, renovating mayoral offices, border patrol, 
providing legal aid assistance, and small-scale development projects. obviously, these are necessary objectives that require 
funding. However, such objectives do not require thousands of uniformed peacekeeping personnel, and MINUSTAH’s highly 
publicized involvement in these efforts compromise its relief and development efforts in the eyes of much of the population. 

And lastly, regarding the military component, MCC recognizes that insecurity in Haiti is not a result of war, genocide, or 
crimes against humanity, but the incapacity of the Haitian National Police (HNP) to carry out their policing functions within 
a democratic society. With no warring parties, peace agreement or threat of civil war, there is no need for a military pres-
ence. MCC recognizes that prior to the adoption of Security Council Resolution 1840 in october 2008, President Rene Preval 
requested that reference to Chapter VII of the UN Charter be removed from MINUSTAH’s mandate, which would effectively 
eliminate the mission’s military component. 

Formed Police Units (FPUs), are more suitably trained for the security situation in Haiti, and were used more widely than the 
military peacekeepers during the food protests in April 2008 and the minimum wage protests in June 2009. That military 
soldiers are not trained in handling the kind of civil unrest that frequently occurs in Haiti was also visible during the April 
2009 Senatorial elections. In the Verettes region where MCC election monitors were posted, mobs stormed multiple voting 
centers, ripped ballots and stole ballot boxes while MINUSTAH soldiers stood by. In such a situation, civilian police or FPUs 
would have had the training and experience to safeguard the election process, while military personnel did not. As such, we 
recognize that the military contingent should no longer be a part of the mission.

MCC commends the Secretary-General’s recognition that the Mission’s profile should be lowered in his recent recommenda-
tion to the Security Council that adjustments be made to MINUSTAH’s configuration. However, the military component is still 
the most visible aspect of the MINUSTAH mission. Regardless of other humanitarian works being completed by MINUSTAH, 
the lack of legitimacy combined with the perception of the UN as an “occupying force” will persist so long as there is a pres-
ence of military personnel and equipment. Increasing the civilian police presence while decreasing the military presence 
would strengthen the HNP and allow them to begin taking over some of the roles currently carried out by soldiers and FPUs.

MINUSTAH

updaTe froM securiTy council reporT
 www.securitycouncilreport.org

on 19 January 2010, the council adopted resolution 1908 increasing the number of authorised 
military and police personnel for MinusTah, in line with a request made by the secretary-gen-
eral, in order to support immediate recovery, reconstruction and stability efforts. (1,510 hundred 
additional police and 2,000 additional military personnel were authorized; as of 17 february, 
1,510 troops and 480 police had been pledged with additional commitments being received regu-
larly.) although no change to the mandate was made in January, the question of possible future 
change was discussed. Mexico circulated a letter (s/2010/27) proposing that the mandate be 
adjusted so MinusTah could take the lead in coordinating efforts in the areas of reconstruction 
and humanitarian assistance, as well as maintaining stability and security. 
Note: This move would magnify MCC Haiti’s prior concerns regarding the need to separate the security and 
humanitarian components of the UN mission and does not address our concerns regarding the mission’s legiti-
macy and chapter VII mandate.  
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The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) defines its mission in Haiti as “to reduce poverty 
and build democracy in Haiti through focusing on health, democracy, the environment, economic growth, educa-
tion, and food security.”  Its many activities include supporting civic groups and community initiatives; fostering 
democracy education; supporting access to health care; developing markets for Haitian products, rehabilitating 
public infrastructure, and combating human trafficking. 

Although these development projects are commendable, USAID’s fundamental aim is to increase U.S. access to 
foreign markets. Its goal around the world is to “further America’s foreign policy interests in expanding democracy 
and free markets while improving the lives of the citizens of the developing world.” This is primarily accomplished 
through making aid available under conditions favorable to U.S. companies, lobbying for tariffs favorable to the 
U.S., and supporting governments willing to endorse U.S. ideologies.

In reality, the amount of money the U.S. offers as humanitarian assistance each year falls short of international 
standards. In 1970, the wealthy members of the United Nations agreed to donate 0.7% of their gross national in-
come (GNI) annually to poor and underdeveloped nations. The U.S. donates billions each year in humanitarian aid, 
but these funds are usually only 0.2 – 0.4% percent of the GNI.  Last year, for example, the U.S. gave $28.3 billion 
in official development assistance around the world, a sum that, however impressive, equals only 0.2% of the 2009 
GNI. Developed nations can directly benefit from these contributions, since by some calculations, aid funds aug-
ment the GNI. This is true for the U.S.: approximately 85% of USAID funds stays in the hands of American workers.

Providing direct aid to impoverished people around the world has never been USAID’s goal. USAID has worked since 
World War II to open global markets to American business. American food aid in particular has had drastic conse-
quences in marketplaces around the world. Through food aid to Haiti, as well as successive trade agreements in 
the 1980s and 90s that reduced import tariffs to 3% (compared to the regional average of 35%), American rice has 
flooded Haitian markets, and Haitian markets have responded: imports have increased, and national production 
has decreased. In 1981 Haiti imported 15,000 and grew 124,000 tons of rice per year, but by 2004 Haiti imported 
350,000  tons and grew only 78,000 tons each year. The net result of non-disaster food aid is a marked loss of capac-
ity for Haiti to feed its citizens. 

While American rice farmers alone benefited from $11 billion in U.S. government subsidies from 1995-2006, Hai-
tian farmers struggle to compete with subsidized American produce. Food-for-work and cash-for-work programs 
managed by USAID have also undermined the agricultural sector by providing incentives for farmers to leave their 
fields to work on small infrastructure development projects whose measurable positive impact is questionable. 
Those who continue farming have difficulty hiring farmhands when forced to compete with the compensations 
offered by these projects.

USAID sent an additional 122 million pounds of beans, oil, and rice as response to the earthquake in Haiti, driving 

USAID IN HAITI 
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down prices for locally-produced commodities. Haitian farmers are unable to compete with these low prices, a pressure 
magnified by the increased demands placed on many of these farmers. Post-earthquake, hundreds of thousands of people 
have returned to the countryside, where their families struggle to feed and house them. 

In fact, the earthquake’s high death toll was partially because nearly a third of Haiti’s population lived in Port-au-Prince 
before January 12. years of deflated agricultural prices have made it difficult for Haitians to support themselves by farming 
in the countryside. Scores of people chose instead to emigrate to urban areas, often settling for dangerous or unstable living 
conditions. This problem is likely to repeat itself: if those displaced by the earthquake are unable to make a living for them-
selves in rural areas, they will return to the city. Despite the earthquake’s devastation of Port-au-Prince, jobs, education, and 
government services are still more readily available than the countryside. 

The 2010 earthquake has done little to change the way that U.S. aid is given to this small Caribbean nation. At the end of 
January, the Associated Press reported that each American dollar for earthquake response was divided as follows: 42 cents 
were used for disaster assistance; 33 cents for U.S. military aid; 9 cents each for food and food shipments; 5 cents to pay Hai-
tians for recovery efforts; just under 1 cent went to the Haitian government; and about a half-cent was paid to the Dominican 
Republic. Supplies calculated as “disaster assistance,” like generators and water purifiers, were mostly manufactured in the 
U.S., as was much of the food sent as aid. Shipping and equipment rental companies contracted by USAID are also generally 
based in the U.S. In the end, optimistic estimates are that a mere 6% of disaster relief from the U.S. has been received directly 
by the Haitian people.

Nearly three months after the earthquake, the amount paid to the U.S. military had increased by an additional 7%. Relief-
Web, the site that tracks contributions for the United Nations’ office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (oCHA), 
reports that the U.S. government has committed over $1.02 billion as earthquake response as of April 15. over 40% of this 
was paid directly to the Department of Defense for supplies and logistical support. While these services were necessary, the 
militarization of aid has been a major concern for Haitian NGos monitoring the inflow of disaster-related assistance.

Concerns over the militarization of the U.S.’s interactions with Haiti are long-standing. Along with opening the Haitian mar-
ket to American products, USAID works in Haiti to ensure “stability” for Haiti’s government and civil society. This priority was 
set in 2006 because of political upheaval and civil unrest, but continued treatment of Haitians as potentially violent has had 
negative consequences up to the present. In the days immediately after January 12, the U.S.’s myopic focus on security and 
stabilization risked criminalizing innocent victims of disaster. It also created a bottleneck for humanitarian aid as the US 
military, after reestablishing the Port-au-Prince airport, prioritized military aircraft over deliveries of aid materials. 

This is not the first time the U.S. has established a military presence in Haiti. In 1915, expressing concerns about Haiti’s 
security situation, the U.S. invaded and stayed as an occupying force until 1934. While this was done ostensibly to bolster 
democracy in Haiti, U.S. forces also undermined national sovereignty through installing a puppet presidency, instituting 
martial law, and censoring the press. 

As the only successful slave revolution and the first Black republic in the Western hemisphere, Haiti has a long history of cul-
tural pride and fierce independence. Its national sovereignty should be affirmed and supported by other governments, the 
international donor community, and non-governmental organizations working in-country. USAID should consider rethink-
ing its approach to encourage Haitian-led development initiatives that prioritize the needs of Haitians from all aspects of civil 
society. USAID should also voluntarily submit itself to the authority and oversight of the Haitian government. Earthquake 
recovery and development in Haiti should empower Haitians to make decisions in their own long-term best interest.

USAID IN HAITI
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TALKING PoINTS
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TALKING PoINTS:
Sustainable development and economic reform

      

• Following the earthquake in Haiti, approximately 600,000 people migrated from 
Port-au-Prince to the countryside. To meet the needs of internally-displaced 
Haitians and work towards food security, an emphasis must be placed on rural 
agricultural development. 

• Average household income in Haiti has decreased between 60 and 70 percent 
and food costs now account for 85% of total expenditures, compared to approxi-
mately 35% prior to the earthquake. 

• As a result of the influx of food aid following the earthquake (more than 15,000 
metric tons of donated American rice), the price of locally-produced rice and 
black beans have already dropped to below pre-earthquake prices. PAPDA, the 
Haitian Platform for Advocating Alternative Development, predicts that prices 
will continue to plummet to the continued detriment of Haitian farmers.

• At the end of January, Haitian president Rene Preval stated in an interview with 
PBS, “We cannot continue to rely on giving food to the population that comes 
from abroad, because we’re competing against our own national agriculture.” 

“on Thursday, 
January 28, haitian 
president rene 
preval came out in 
favor of strengthen-
ing national produc-
tion, to the detri-
ment of imports. 
according to the 
chief of state, the 
sustainable solution 
to feeding more than 
one million victims 
is to encourage lo-
cal production and 
create manual labor 
jobs, specifically in 
the agricultural sec-
tor.”

— signal fM 
radio

    haiti

todAy

BACKGroUNd

Until the mid 1980s, Haiti was mostly self-sufficient in food 
production. Today nearly 70% of Haiti’s food is imported. 

The majority of foreign aid received by Haiti over the last 
20 years has been accompanied by conditions of “structural 
adjustment.” As a result, Haiti has been forced to lower its 
import tariffs from 35% to 3%. Practically, this means that 
Haiti is now the 4th largest importer of U.S.-produced rice, 

after Japan, Mexico, and Canada. Haiti’s local rice production has been devastated 
because Haitian farmers cannot compete with subsidized American rice flooding 
the local markets at a fraction of the price.

Structural adjustment policies and free trade agreements have restricted the Hai-
tian government from subsidizing local agricultural production. 

The reduction in rice production as well as other traditional agricultural sectors like 
sugar, chicken, and corn is recognized as a leading factor in rural to urban migration. 
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WHAT yoU CAN Do: Sustainable Development and
         Economic Reform

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

 
• Call on your government to provide Haiti with aid that supports and rebuilds local agricul-

tural production by: 

• Allowing the Haitian government to regulate food imports
• Advocating that the government legislate agricultural subsidies
• Providing Haitian farmers with access to credit
• Repairing and improving agricultural infrastructure
• Ensuring that farmers have legal rights to their land

• Call on your government to ensure that development efforts focus on rural community and 
agricultural development and decentralization in order to provide sustainable livelihoods for 
the rest of the country. 

• Request that food aid be locally purchased from Haitian agricultural cooperatives instead of 
imported. 

• Request that all current loans be turned into grants, as the IMF has pledged, and that future 
grants and loans to Haiti do not come with any attached economic conditions. This will allow 
the Haitian government to set reconstruction and development priorities for itself.

for more information, contact the Mcc haiti advocacy coordinator,
 alexis erkert depp: alexiserkert@haiti.mcc.org

To sign up for action alerts related to haiti, visit washington.mcc.org/alerts

“if you spend 
yourselves on 
behalf of the hun-
gry…then your 
light will rise in 
the darkness and 
your night will 
become like the 
noonday.” 

–isaiah 58:10

• A short film about Haitian markets produced by MCC partner organization Kore Pwodiksyon Lokal (Support Local 
Production): http://youtube.com/watch?v=npvx4F9JZyo

• “Fault Lines: The Politics of Rebuilding Haiti,” a 23-minute documentary that discusses Haiti’s need for rural agri-
cultural development: http://youtube.com/watch?v=AuUt12usDVs&feature=fvsr

• “Focus on Haiti: The Politics of Rice Parts 1 and 2”: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=866xSPHeGhQ&feature=
fvst and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILLmoquqpAo&feature=channel HeGhQ&feature=fvst 

reSoUrCeS

HoW?
• Go to http://washington.mcc.org/congress to find your Representatives. Write a letter, call, or visit to share 

your views. 

• Send a letter to the editor of your local newspaper.

• Pray for wisdom in the halls of power as policy-makers determine how to continue responding to Haiti’s needs.

• Contribute to and join organizations that support sustainable development and economic reform for Haiti.        

• Use this information sheet to explain the situation to family, friends or your church community and encourage 
them to use their voices for positive change in Haiti. 
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Although Haiti won its independence from France in 
1804, the rest of the world did not recognize the Republic 
of Haiti until 1825. 

The United States has been closely involved in Haiti’s na-
tional elections and the development of foreign policy 
since the Duvalier dictatorships ended in 1986. 

Financial aid given to Haiti has consisently been attached 
to economic requirements by donors, including terms of 
“structural adjustment” which have required the privati-

sation of government services in a country where the majority of the population cannot af-
ford to pay for education and healthcare. 

Since 1993, the United Nations has maintained a strong presence in Haiti, and UN peacekeep-
ers are often credited with the social stability Haiti was experiencing prior to the earthquake 
on January 12th, 2010. 

The current administration, led by President Rene Préval, is often perceived as ineffectual and 
limited, an image reinforced both by the overwhelming presence of development organiza-
tions and by the UN peacekeeping mission. Many Haitians view this international presence 
as a form of imperialism, and resentment builds as the Haitian government’s sovereignty is 
consistently undermined.    

Préval is only the second democratically-elected president in Haiti’s history, and under his 
administration the human rights and security situations have improved, Haiti met international requirements for debt 
relief, and prior to the earthquake, the nation’s GDP was beginning to rise. 

Haiti is now struggling to recover from the disastrous earthquake of January 12, 2010. Despite the loss of Haitian gov-
ernment personnel and infrastructure, the effectiveness of all recovery efforts will be limited in scope and durability 
unless the Haitian government is made a central part of the process. 

Haitian government, civil society organizations, and community associations are being systematically excluded from 
the relief and reconstruction process as meetings hosted by the UN office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
in Port-au-Prince are held in English and require passes to attend that are difficult for Haitians to obtain. 

Citizens and governments around the world have donated billions of dollars for Haiti. Aid agencies, including MCC, 
have committed to long-term support. These funds must be used in a transparent manner in programs that are Hai-
tian-led to ensure that every dollar is truly used for the relief, reconstruction, and long-term sustainable development 
of Haiti. Capacity and skill exists within the Haitian community to address their relief, development, and reconstruc-
tion needs. Local civil society, rather than donor requirements, must be the drivers of efforts to rebuild Haiti.

The international aid community should focus on supporting President Préval and his administration, building the 
long-term capacity of the Haitian government, including Haitians in the reconstruction process at all levels, and striv-
ing for transparency in all decision-making processes.

“seek the wel-
fare of the city 
where i have 
sent you…and 
pray to the lord 
on its behalf, for 
in its peace you 
will have peace.”

- Jeremiah 29:7

todAy

BACKGroUNd

TALKING PoINTS:
transparent and Haitian-led response
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

“some may think that 
the extreme weaken-
ing of its government 
and state [by the 
earthquake] renders 
haiti incapable of self-
rule in the short term. 
such is not our view. 
The haitian people 
do not need a friendly 
‘coalition’ of countries 
to manage the crisis 
in their place...some-
thing that would cast 
[further] doubt upon 
haiti’s sovereignty.

- from a statement 
published by a collec-

tive of haitian-Quebe-
cois authors, January 

30, 2010

Remind your government that the Haitian people have a right 
to to define the policies that will guide the nation’s reconstruc-
tion through representation at donor conferences and other 
decision-making spaces. 

Call on your government to:

• Ensure that the Haitian diplomatic representative is 
consulted in developing any policies related to Haiti 
or to earthquake response and that the Haitian repre-
sentative is speaking on behalf of the Haitian people.

• Ensure that your government’s policy strategies are 
clearly outlined and explained in order to increase 
transparency throughout the process.

• Ensure that funds are allocated to Haitian-led relief and long-term development pro-
grams. 

Contact aid and development agencies you support and urge them:

• To include local governmental representatives in developing their disaster response 
strategy in Haiti.

• To respect policies outlined by the Haitian government concerning earthquake response.
• To ensure that donated funds are used responsibly at that all reconstruction efforts are 

guided by Haitians themselves.

HoW?
• Go to  http://washington.mcc.org/congress to find your Representative. Write them a 

letter, call or visit to share your views. 
• Send a letter to the editor of your local newspaper.
• Pray for wisdom in the halls of power as policy-makers determine how to respond to 

Haiti’s needs without undermining Haitian sovereignty.
• Use this information sheet to explain the situation to family, friends, or your church com-

munity and encourage them to use their voices for a respectful approach to the situation 
in Haiti. 

• See “Fault Lines: The Politics of Rebuilding Haiti” a 23-minute documentary that discusses the 
need for Haitian-led reconstruction at youtube.com/watch?v=AuUt12usDVs&feature=fvsr.

• Visit the Haiti Response Coalition’s website at www.haitiresponsecoalition.org.

WHAT yoU CAN Do: Transparent & Haitian-Led Response

reSoUrCeS

for more information, contact the Mcc haiti advocacy coordinator,
 alexis erkert depp: alexiserkert@haiti.mcc.org

To sign up for action alerts related to haiti, visit washington.mcc.org/alerts
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In the immediate aftermath of the January 12th 
earthquake in Haiti, the United States In the im-
mediate aftermath of the January 12th earth-
quake in Haiti, the United States and Canada de-
ployed approximately 22,000 forces to help with 
emergency relief. U.S. and Canadian forces pro-
vided crucial logistical support, clearing roads, 
expanding the runway and repairing the port. 
UN troops were increased from approximately 
9,000 before the earthquake to over 13,000. 

MCC’s Haitian partners are wary of the presence of foreign troops in Haiti for a 
number of reasons, including the fear that ordinary Haitians will be criminalized, 
that national sovereignty will be undermined, and the belief that - contrary to 
media portrayal of the situation - the level of insecurity does not warrant a mili-
tary presence. Indeed, Haiti is no stranger to foreign military intervention. The 
U.S. has militarily intervened in the country three times over the course of Haiti’s 
history and the Canadian military was involved in the international force that 
preceded the current United Nations Peacekeeping Mission, MINUSTAH. 

The military presence in Haiti has lacked clarity in terms of mission, rules of en-
gagement, and length of stay.

Based upon MCC’s observations of the use of military personnel in Haiti and 
other countries, the militarization of disaster relief and foreign aid raises seri-
ous concerns. For example, the military is not as effective as professional relief 
and development organizations in delivering assistance to the people who need 
it the most. Blurring the lines between the provision of security and relief and 
development efforts can lead communities to distrust and fear non-military aid 
workers.

In recent weeks both the U.S. and Canada have begun to reduce their troop levels:

• As of the first week of March, there were approximately 6,500 U.S. military personnel deployed in Haiti. U.S. Am-
bassador to Haiti Kenneth Merton has stated that American troops will stay in the country to assist with recovery. 

• As of the third week of March, there were approximately 400 Canadian military personnel still in Haiti. The Canadian 
government has announced that it will continue to withdraw forces as part of wrapping up the planned 30-60 day 
emergency relief mandate, but it will continue to participate in the United Nations Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) and 
will be sending additional police units to Haiti.

ongoing concerns regarding MINUSTAH include numerous human rights abuses that have been perpetrated by soldiers, 
a lack of legitimacy in that the mission’s presence violates Article 139 of the Haitian Constitution, the military component 
which authorizes the use of force, and a lack of clarity with regards to the  humanitarian component of the mission.          

“The first response 
[has been] a military 
response. it is a milita-
rization of humanitar-
ian aid. Today there 
are 32,000 foreign 
soldiers in the country, 
and i don’t think we 
need 32,000 soldiers to 
distribute humanitarian 
aid.”

 - camille chalmers, 
director of the haitian 

platform for alternative 
development, february 

8, 2010  

todAy

BACKGroUNd

TALKING PoINTS:
Militarization of Aid
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?
 
Take action by contacting your Member of Congress or Parliament to thank them for begin-
ning troop withdrawals. Also, ask for the following:

• Clearly articulate and define the role of the military as strictly short-term relief and 
humanitarian support. MCC’s partners have indicated that poor coordination and the 
lack of clarity with regard to the mandate of our nations’ military contingents give the 
impression that these forces are effectively occupying Haiti. The U.S. and Canadian 
governments should collaborate with the United Nations and not inhibit relief efforts.

• Clearly define and publicize the rules of engagement for U.S., Canadian, and UN 
troops and police units on Haitian soil. To avoid criminalizing Haitians, personnel 
should refrain from carrying assault rifles in public. The Haitian National Police should 
be given the lead in providing security. 

• Clarify the United Nation’s post-earthquake peacekeeping mandate in Haiti, particu-
larly with regards to the provision of humanitarian aid. 

   HoW?

• Go to  http://washington.mcc.org/congress to find your Representative. Write 
them a letter, call, or visit to share your views. 

• Send a letter to the editor of your local newspaper.

• Pray for wisdom in the halls of power as policy-makers determine how to continue 
responding to the situation in Haiti.     

• Use this information sheet to explain the situation to family, friends, or your church 
community and encourage them to use their voices for positive change in Haiti. 

• See “The Militarization of Aid:  MCC Partners Respond” at http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8SvnXN4Z324.

• See the MCC Haiti Advocacy Guide for background information on MINUSTAH.

i will grant peace in 
the land and no one 
will make you afraid.   

— leviticus 26:6

“what we’re asking of 
other people - cana-
dians, americans - is 
to put pressure and 
reorient the way their 
governments give 
aid. To take another 
path, a path that will 
truly help the haitian 
people.”

 - nixon Boumba, 
Mcc haiti advocacy 

worker 

for more information, contact the Mcc haiti advocacy coordinator,
 alexis erkert depp: alexiserkert@haiti.mcc.org

To sign up for action alerts related to haiti, visit washington.mcc.org/alerts

WHAT yoU CAN Do: Militarization of Aid

reSoUrCeS
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Haiti has experienced significant flows of out-mi-
gration for several decades, particularly to the U.S. 
and Canada. A number of factors, such as the desire 
to be with family, have access to resources or escape 
harsh conditions, have compelled people to take the 
tremendous risk of emigrating without proper docu-
mentation. 

While a natural disaster does not necessarily gener-
ate increased flows of out-migration, the severity 
of the recent earthquake coupled with pre-existing 

economic hardships in Haiti, as well as loose enforcement of human rights standards 
and rule of law, is causing many to seek refuge outside the country.

In such a situation, it is important for foreign governments to treat all immigrants and 
refugees, whether legal or undocumented, with dignity, compassion and respect for 
their human rights. Additionally, government policies should reflect both the imme-
diate needs of individual Haitians and the best long-term interests of their families, 
communities and the country as a whole. Immigrants and refugees living outside of 
Haiti, whether on a temporary or permanent basis, can work and send money back 
to Haiti, which contributes to both short-term relief and long-term development of 
their home communities.

• The U.S. government has granted “humanitarian parole” for adoptions already in process and nearly finalized, 
whereby visas for these children are being expedited.

• Advocacy groups are raising serious concerns about long-term separation from home communities and about erect-
ing an immigration detention center outside of the U.S. where individuals would not have habeas corpus rights.

• In the wake of a natural disaster, there is always increased risk of child exploitation by kidnappers and human traf-
fickers. This is a concern that MCC partner organizations are seeking to address. 

• Temporary Protected Status (TPS) is a temporary immigration status granted by the United States to countries 
whose residents are unable to safely return to their home country because of ongoing conflict, environmental 
disaster or other extraordinary conditions. Before the earthquake, remittances from Haitians legally working in 
United States constituted Haiti’s principal source of income, totaling nearly three times the figure received annually 
in international assistance.

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security designated Haiti for TPS on January 15, 2010. As a result, Haitians who were 
residing in the United States before the earthquake can remain in the United States and legally work for 18 months. 
Now, TPS will allow an estimated 100,000 - 200,000 more Haitians in the U.S. to send money back to Haiti, providing 
much-needed financial aid to their families and making a significant contribution to the reconstruction process. How-
ever, the TPS application process is both expensive (fees can total as much as $470) and time-consuming. Many Haitian 
immigrants are unaware of their rights and of the qualifications for TPS.

      
The Biblical tradition is 
one that instructs its fol-
lowers to welcome strang-
ers – as we welcome the 
stranger, we welcome 
Jesus himself. 

todAy

BACKGroUNd

TALKING PoINTS:
Humanitarian Immigration Issues

“But you must defend 
those who are helpless 
and have no hope. Be fair 
and give justice to the 
poor and homeless.”             
 - proverbs 31:89
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

 Call on the obama Administration to:

• Treat all those seeking refuge on U.S. shores humanely 
and with dignity. 

• Consider allowing some of Haiti’s most vulnerable – chil-
dren, the elderly and the sick – who have lost caregivers 
in Haiti, but who have relatives in the U.S., to immigrate 
legally.

• Provide adequate assistance to those released from the 
hospital into local communities; extend Temporary Pro-
tected Status to this population; and provide transporta-
tion back to Haiti for those who wish to return.

• Discourage efforts to remove large numbers of children from Haiti through 
inter-country adoptions.

• Waive TPS fees for low income applicants.
• Release Haitians being held in detention centers for immigration violations so 

that they can apply for TPS.
• In all cases, ensure that international statutes and obligations to combat hu-

man trafficking are rigorously applied and enforced.

HoW?

• Go to http://washington.mcc.org/congress to find your Member of Congress. 
Write a letter, call, or visit to share your views. 

• Send a letter to the editor of your local newspaper.

• Pray for wisdom in the halls of power as policy-makers determine how to con-
tinue responding to the needs of Haitian immigrants.

• Contribute to and volunteer for an organization in your area that supports 
Haitian refugees.       

• Contact an MCC immigration office for a fact sheet that will help Haitians in 
your church or community know whether or not they qualify for TPS and how 
to apply.

for more information, contact the Mcc haiti advocacy program coordinator,
alexis erkert depp : alexiserkert@haiti.mcc.org

To sign up for action alerts related to haiti, visit washington.mcc.org/alerts

A swift and efficient recovery and reconstruction response is needed in order to dis-
courage large numbers of out-migration. If basic needs are being met and progress 
is visibly being made toward a better future, Haitians will be more likely to stay and 
rebuild rather than face the difficult challenges inherent in becoming an uprooted 
person. For the long-term development of the whole country, it is important that Haitians with energy, knowledge, and 
physical capacity stay in Haiti to help reconstruct their communities.

WHAT yoU CAN Do: Humanitarian Immigration Issues

               
MCC IMMIGRATIoN SERVICES

These programs in New york and South Florida 
provide high quality immigration services in-
cluding, legal advice, adjustment of status, and 
TPS documentation at minimum fees.

Sandra Perez
New york Mennonite 
Immigration Program
United Revival Mennonite Church
169 Knickerbocker Avenue 
2nd Floor
Brooklyn, Ny 11237
Tel: (718) 417-4011
Fax: (718) 456-9401
sandra_perezus@yahoo.com

Andrew Bodden
Diverse Constituency Relations Coordinator/
Program Coordinator
Washington Square Building
111 NW 183rd Street
Suite #403
Miami Gardens, FL 33169
Tel: (305) 249-3477
Fax: (305) 249-3476
mccflorida@bellsouth.net



 MCC HAItI AdvoCACy GUIde | 25

TALKING PoINTS:
debt reduction & Forgiveness

Haiti, once known as the Pearl of the Antilles, has long 
been one of many nations bound by enormous debts 
owed to other countries or international financial institu-
tions such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank. 

Debt winds its way through the nation’s history. A former 
French colony, Haiti was founded in 1804 after a slave re-

bellion. After gaining its freedom, it was ordered to pay France 150 million gold 
francs (the equivalent of $21 billion) as retribution for the destruction of colo-
nial plantations. Haiti did not finish paying off this debt until 1947.

As of last year, nearly half of the country’s $1.4 billion debt was accrued from 
1957 to 1986 under the Duvalier family dictatorships. These funds were used 
to finance the Duvaliers’ lavish lifestyle and support their brutal, 29-year rule. 
yet the Haitian people continued to pay interest on those loans — money that 
could have been spent on health care or education in a country that only spends 
approximately $5 per capita on education annually.

In June 2009, the World Bank, IMF and countries including the UK and Canada 
forgave $1.2 billion of Haiti’s external debt. This action was celebrated by Hai-
tians and human rights organizations worldwide.

      
“forgive us our debts, 
as we also have for-
given our debtors.”

— Matthew 6:12

“it must be right that 
a nation buried in 
rubble must not also 
be buried in debt.”

— gordon Brown, uk 
prime minister

todAy

• January 11: Haiti’s outstanding debt still totals $890 million. This breaks down to approximately $100 per Haitian 
citizen.

• January 12: Haiti is hit by a devastating earthquake that displaces some 500,000 people and affects an estimated 
total of almost 4 million people.

• January 14: the IMF gives Haiti a $100 million loan for emergency assistance. The IMF has since pledged to turn this 
loan into a grant.

• February 5: US Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner indicates that the US will seek to “reach an agreement” for the funds 
Haiti owes to the multilateral donors, which include the Inter-American Development Bank, the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development and the International Development Association.

• February 7: The rest of the countries of the G7 group - Canada, the US, UK, France, Germany, Italy and Japan – 
pledge to forgive the debt owed to them by Haiti.

• March 5:  The US Senate passes a resolution mandating the Treasury Department to work on multilateral debt relief.

• March 31: The Inter-American Development Bank and World Bank cancel Haiti’s remaining debt. Haiti no longer has 
any external debt. 

BACKGroUNd
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WHAT yoU CAN Do: Debt Reduction & Forgiveness
• Commend your government for their decision to cancel Haiti’s external 

debt and for encouraging the Inter-American Development Bank, the In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural Development and the International De-
velopment Association to do the same. This will allow Haiti to stop paying 
interest on odious debts and free much-needed resources for the country 
to rebuild itself in the aftermath of the January 12th earthquake.

• Call on your government to honor its commitment to provide any further 
assistance to Haiti in the form of grants, not loans.

HoW?

• Pray for wisdom in the halls of power as policy-makers determine how to 
continue responding to Haiti’s needs for financial assistance.

• Send a letter to the editor of your local newspaper.

• Go to http://washington.mcc.org/congress to find your Member of Con-
gress. Write a letter, call, or visit to share your views. 

• Use this information sheet to explain the situation to family, friends, or 
your church community and encourage them to use their voices to make 
sure that Haiti does not have to incur more debt as it rebuilds.

Jubilee USA Network : www.jubileeusa.org/haiti
 “Joining hands to break the chains of debt”

Jubilee South Network : www.jubileesouth.org
“Shifting the balance of power to achieve basic 
social changes in our countries and in the global system”

reSoUrCeS For FUrtHer ACtIoN

               

JuBilee souTh, of 
which many haitian 
human rights and faith-
based organizations are 
members, released the 
following statement af-
ter the January 12th 
earthquake:
“we call on govern-
ments and international 
organizations to imme-
diately and uncondition-
ally cancel the external 
debt claimed of haiti, 
the servicing of which 
affects millions of lives. 
we also demand that 
the resources allocated 
for relief and recon-
struction do not create 
new debt, or condition-
alities that are imposed 
or any other form of ex-
ternal imposition which 
vitiates this goal...we 
also reject the interven-
tion of private multina-
tional companies who 
seek to take advantage 
of this tragedy to reap 
multibillion dollar prof-
its in the reconstruction 
of haiti… or to exploit 
cheap labor and contin-
ue to plunder the coun-
try’s natural resources.”

for more information, contact the Mcc haiti advocacy coordinator,
 alexis erkert depp: alexiserkert@haiti.mcc.org

To sign up for action alerts related to haiti, visit washington.mcc.org/alerts
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Communicating faith-based concerns about policies that affect Haiti to your Congressional representatives -- whether 
through a letter, phone call or a visit -- is a powerful means of witness. Taking the time to contact your representatives 
is consistently found to be the most influential way to affect their position. 

Be assured that you do not have to be an expert on an issue to express your concerns. often the conviction behind your 
words is as persuasive as extensive knowledge of an issue. But the effectiveness of your witness can be enhanced by 
following these advocacy tips:

letter Writing
Letters are excellent means to educate and persuade your Congressperson. A quality letter can make a significant im-
pact. Writing at least 4-5 times per year is a good goal.

• Your views. Typewritten or neatly handwritten letters on personal stationary denote sincere, grassroots in-
terest. Form letters, postcards or petitions do not receive the same attention.

• Be brief. Keep the letter short and sweet (1-2 pages) and focus on one subject. Discussing current legislation 
receives more attention than general observations.

• State your purpose. Be clear what you’re asking your representatives to do.
• Give your reasons. Don’t be afraid to make the letter personal. Explain how your experience, observations or 

Christian faith shapes your concerns. If appropriate, mention your connection to MCC.
• Be constructive. Emotional outrage, “holier-than-thou” tones, or threats are more likely to generate an ad-

verse reaction. Let your member know why you feel strongly, but try to be constructive and not merely critical.
• Ask a question. If you want more than a form letter response, raise a specific question. A well-stated ques-

tion can express a view-point and, at the same time, stimulate a response.
• Say “well done.” Thank your Congressperson when they vote the right way or take a courageous stand. We 

should not forget, they are human too and appreciate encouragement.
• Group letter writing. organizing a letter-writing campaign, so that a representative receives a number of 

thoughtful and personalized letters on an issue, is a very effective use of the letter-writing tool. Creativity, 
such as writing a hunger letter on a paper plate, underscores your message and makes the letter more notice-
able. If people are less motivated to write their own letters, having one letter with many people signing-on 
(with their names and addresses) is a second choice option.

Ways to Witness: 
Tips for Effective Letter Writing, 
Phone Calls, Faxes, E-mail & Visits
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Faxes and e-mails 
Faxes and email should follow the same outline as letters. Sending 
a fax can be especially helpful when a vote is imminent and there is 
not enough time for a letter. It is as fast as a phone call while provid-
ing a written record of your communication. Most Congresspersons 
have email. E-mails may not always be given as much weight as let-
ters, faxes or phone calls, however. If you use email, be sure to in-
clude your postal mailing address so it is clear that you reside in your 
member’s district, and to enable the office to send you a postal mail 
response. The best way to email your members of Congress is to go 
to their web page and follow the instructions for contacting them by 
email. you must be a constituent to use this method. 

visits
Visiting a legislator’s office, either locally or in Washington is the most effective way for a citizen to do advocacy. 
Visits provide an opportunity to build a rapport with your Member of Congress. But in many ways speaking with 
a staff person is just as important since they play an influential role in legislative decision-making. 

• Schedule ahead. To schedule a visit, write or phone ahead (preferably at least two weeks in advance), 
specifying the issue you wish to discuss. Also, mention a preferred date and length of the meeting, and 
number of people coming. Confirm the date with a letter.

• Strategize. If you are visiting as a group, your group should plan to meet prior to the visit and identify 
the most important things you want to convey. Research in advance the current status of the legislation, 
the pros and cons of the argument, and the member’s voting record and committee assignments.

• Assign roles. In a group it is often helpful to appoint spokesperson(s) who are responsible for explain-
ing the issue and making the group’s specific request, and a “moderator” who ensures that the visit is a 
conversation. The discussion should not be monopolized by either the legislator or the group.

• Introduce yourself. Have each person introduce him/herself. If appropriate, identify your affiliation 
with MCC or the Mennonite or Brethren in Christ church and/or your experience in Haiti.

• Be flexible. you should be prepared for both a 90-second meeting as well as a 20-minute meeting. It’s 
not uncommon for the schedules of legislators and their aides to change at the last minute. Be prepared 
to get your point across even if you don’t have as much time as anticipated.

• Be honest and respectful. It’s alright to respond to a legislator’s question by admitting you don’t 
know. offer to find out and send information back to the office. Be polite and respectful, but don’t be 
afraid to disagree.

• Ask questions. Ask what his/her position is on the legislation and why. Ask if they are hearing from 

Phone Calls
Telephoning is especially useful when time is short; e.g. just before an important vote. 

• Introductions. Identify yourself as a constituent. If you talk to a legislative aide, be sure to write down his/her 
name for future reference or for a follow-up letter.

• Be succinct. As with letter-writing, focus on one topic, articulate your position and ask your legislator’s position on 
the issue of concern.

 WAyS To WITNESS
 Tips for Effective Letter Writing, Phone Calls, Faxes, E-mail and Visits

Members’ web sites and fax num-
bers can be accessed by going on 
the internet to: http://washington.
mcc.org/congress 

finding your 
represenTaTive
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opponents or supporters and what they are saying. Ask what will influence their decision on this issue.

• Leave materials. It is useful to bring supporting materials or position papers to leave with the person 
you meet. 

• Write a follow-up letter. After the meeting, write a letter thanking the legislator for the meeting. 
Reiterate your position and your understanding of any commitments made during the meeting.

letters to the editor and op-eds                          
Letters to the editor provide the opportunity to communicate your concerns to many other people as well as to 
your Members of Congress. These letters are among the most widely read features in the newspaper.

• Type the letter, double-spaced, on only one side of the paper.
• Keep it short, less than two pages. 
• Deal with only one topic. If possible, refer to a recent news item, editorial, or letter. 
• Express your thoughts clearly and concisely. 
• Supply facts that may have been omitted or slanted.
• Avoid a hostile or sarcastic tone. 
• Use a relevant personal experience to illustrate your point, and or give any relevant personal 

background that increases your credibility on the issue.
• Express the moral values and concern for justice that motivates your letter; avoid sounding 

self-righteous or “preachy.” 
• Sign your name. Most papers also require your full address and phone number, although 

these will not be published. 

 WAyS To WITNESS
 Tips for Effective Letter Writing, Phone Calls, Faxes, E-mail and Visits
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 WAyS To WITNESS
 Tips for Effective Letter Writing, Phone Calls, Faxes, E-mail and Visits

“Tips for Effective Letter Writing, Phone Calls, Faxes, E-mail and Visits” has been adapted from the MCC U.S. Washington office Advocacy Guide.      

Mcc washingTon office

opinion pieces (op-eds) are more difficult to get published than letters, though this is more likely in local papers than in lead-
ing newspapers. An op-ed should be under 750 words. In submitting an op-ed it is important to provide information on your 
experience or background that indicates why the newspaper should give you a platform on the issue.

Meet with the editors if your view is not already being represented in the paper’s editorial page. A small delegation of three 
people representing several community groups is ideal. Plan for the meeting, bring a selection of background materials to 
leave, and provide telephone numbers of contact people who can provide additional information.  

please contact the Mcc washington office for more information on planning visits, 
letter-writing campaigns and phone calls to your Members of congress. 

contact:  Theo sitther, legislative associate for international affairs

email:  tsitther@mcc.org

phone:  202.544.6564 x. 118

address:  Mcc washington office

   920 pennsylvania avenue se

              washington, dc 20003

fax:   202.544.2820
web:  http://washington.mcc.org

The washington office will be eager to help any constituents with visits to congres-
sional representatives, particularly if you have been a volunteer in haiti following 
the earthquake.   
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Witness and ministry is most fruitful when it arises from communities of faith. Witness to governing authorities is 
no exception. Church communities can be prophetic advocates for the situation in Haiti by educating ourselves on 
the situation in Haiti, on related policy issues and by participating in dialogue with elected officials.

Why Intercessory Prayer?

God is active in the world through faithful believers serving as instruments and beyond our human efforts. Interces-
sory prayer is important to both aspects of God’s activity.

We ask God to act in history beyond what we alone can do. Prayer invites the work of God. It is both empowering 
and humbling. We understand that we are not in control of history and cannot make history “turn out right.” Jesus, 
however, has the power and authority to intercede in history’s course and shape its outcome (Revelation 5:1-14).

We are transformed by God’s Spirit. By praying in Christ’s name to ask God to act, and by prayerfully becoming 
attuned to participate in what God is doing, we too can be faithful and effective agents of transformation. Prayer 
energizes us to persevere in working for transformation and opens us to divine guidance and wisdom. It helps us 
identify our own complicity with injustice and violence and teaches us to be reconcilers and peacemakers.

Intercessory Prayer for Governing Authorities

Intercessory prayer is prayer on behalf of others. Most Christians intercede for family members, friends, ministry, 
mission endeavors and even the situation in places like Haiti. Fewer of us pray consistently for government officials 
and international policy decisions, although scripture urges us to do so.

Prayer Suggestions

• Integrate intercessory prayer for government officials and just policies towards Haiti into your regular per-
sonal prayers and devotions, in worship services and small group meetings.

• During your prayer, recall a Scripture passage expressing God’s concern for the issue you are praying about. 

Advocating as a 
Faith Community



32 | Be An Advocate

Scripture can help you have faith that your 
concern is important to God and that God 
will respond to your prayer.

• Link your prayers to specific people and 
situations – pray for the MCC Haiti team 
and partners and for others engaged in ad-
dressing the issues that create injustice and 
poverty in Haiti.

• Include yourself among those who need to 
make more just decisions and take more 
peaceful actions to address the situation in 
Haiti. 

• Listen for God’s Spirit to nudge you regard-
ing what steps you can take to be an instru-
ment of transformation. 

• Express thanks to God for the positive things your government is doing and for answers to your prayers.

educating ourselves

Congregation and community education. organize a Bible study or Sunday School series on Christian witness to what is hap-
pening in Haiti. Plan a service focusing on witness to governing authorities. Have a theme Sunday to increase awareness of 
the issues. Include a practical activity, like letter writing to the President and your Congressional representatives. Invite guest 
speakers with knowledge of Haiti to talk to church groups about the impact of U.S. government decisions on Haitians strug-
gling with the aftermath of the earthquake.

doing Advocacy
There are many ways church communities can work together to witness to government officials.

• Pray for government officials. During Sunday worship, include prayer for government officials and for wise decisions 
advancing justice and peace in Haiti (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

• Write letters to policy makers. Encourage church members to write timely letters to elected officials on issues of con-
cern. More ambitiously, the church could organize occasional congregational letter-writing initiatives. A prayer service 
could be held before sending the letters off.

• Form a relationship with your member of Congress. Meet periodically with your Reprensentatives to express your 
concerns regarding Haiti and ask what concerns he or she has that you could pray for. Upon request, the Washington office 
or MCC Haiti Advocacy Coordinator can also tell you what issues it would be important to emphasize, based on the current 
situation in Haiti.

  People in the community that have been to Haiti to visit or volunteer could also meet with the representatives to discuss 
how U.S. policies affect Haitians. Invite your Congressperson to address your congregation or several congregations if your 
church is small. An evening supper forum might be especially fitting, but an adult Sunday School class could also be ap-
propriate.

• Collaborate with other churches. Work with other churches to organize a special worship service in your community 
with a “Jusice for Haiti” or other Haiti-related theme.

• Tell others. Share your efforts at Christian witness to governing authorities with other congregations, in church periodi-
cals, with the MCC Washington office and with MCC Haiti.

ADVoCATING AS A FAITH CoMMUNITy
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1 yon tan gen pou rive! Lè sa a, mòn kote tanp lan 
ye a va pi wo pase tout lòt mòn yo. L’ap kanpe 
byen wo nan mitan mòn yo. Moun va soti an kan-
tite toupatou vin sou li.
2 Anpil moun lòt nasyon va vini, y’a di: Ann ale sou 
mòn Seyè a! Ann ale nan tanp Bondye pèp Izrayèl 
la! L’a moutre nou jan li vle nou viv la. Konsa, n’a 
mache nan chemen l’a mete devan nou an. Paske, 
Seyè a rete sou mòn Siyon an, l’ap bay lòd li. Seyè 
a rete lavil Jerizalèm, l’ap pale ak pèp li a.
3 L’ap regle kont nasyon yo gen yonn ak lòt, l’ap 
sèvi jij pou gwo peyi ki byen lwen. y’ap pran 
mato, y’ap fè zam yo tounen zouti pou travay tè. 
y’ap fè nepe yo tounen sèpèt. Nasyon yo p’ap fè 
lagè yonn ak lòt ankò. yo p’ap janm aprann fè lagè 
ankò.
4 Tout moun va viv ak kè poze anba tonèl rezen yo, 
anba pye fig frans yo. Pesonn p’ap chache yo kont. 
Sa se pawòl ki soti nan bouch Seyè a!
5 Chak nasyon ap viv dapre lòd bondye pa yo ba 
yo. Men nou menm, n’ap viv dapre lòd Seyè a, 
Bondye nou an, pou tout tan tout tan.

1 In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills. 
Peoples shall stream to it,
2 and many nations shall come and say: “Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house 
of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of 
Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem.
3 He shall judge between many peoples, and shall 
arbitrate between strong nations far away; they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more;
4 but they shall all sit under their own vines and 
under their own fig trees, and no one shall make 
them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts 
has spoken.
5 For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its 
god, but we will walk in the name of the Lord our 
God forever and ever.

   

MICHE 4:1-5 (KREyoL) / MICAH 4:1-5 (NRSV)
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CoNTACTS
if you have questions regarding this toolkit or are looking for more information about the structural 
issues facing haiti, please contact the Mcc haiti advocacy program.

Alexis Erkert Depp

MCC Haiti Advocacy Coordinator

Port-au-Prince, Haiti

Tel: (509) 2510-7340

alexiserkert@haiti.mcc.org

FInd and write your Congressperson:

https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/

or

http://washington.mcc.org/contact-congress

The Capitol Switchboard : (202) 224-3121

Phone or write to President obama: 

(202) 456-1111

http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

Theo Sitther

Legislative Associate for International 
Affairs

MCC  Washington office

920 Pennsylvania Avenue SE

Washington, DC 20003

Tel: 202-544-6564 x. 118

tsitther@mcc.org

Kayon Watson

Program Associate

MCC UN Liason office

777 UN Plaza, Concourse Level

New york, Ny 10017

Tel: 212-880-8970

kwatson@us.mcc.org


