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Jeannette Kemndati, a member of the Helping Garden Co-op, 
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Introduction
Twenty-five thousand children throughout the world die every day 
from preventable poverty-related illnesses. Global poverty exists in 
part because of decisions made by the governments of affluent coun-
tries. One form of global control by rich nations is through interna-
tional trade policy. Jesus’ command to love God and our neighbor can 
be lived out by changing international trade policies. The following 
resource is intended to help congregations respond to this call.

Free Trade
Trade is not a new phenomenon. The trading of goods and commodi-
ties has existed from the earliest of times. In the Bible King Solomon 
expanded his rule and wealth by controlling important trade routes in 
the Ancient Near East.

Today, trade happens on an international scale with nations trading 
their goods and commodities in the global marketplace through some-
times ambiguous rules, regulations and free trade agreements.

Free trade refers to the movement of goods across national bound-
aries without government interference such as tariffs. In theory, free 
trade creates a “level playing field” so that everyone can compete 
based on the same rules in a free market system.

Trade Justice
The current form of international trade, however, combined with the 
free market system, produces clear winners and losers.

Free trade policies have meant corporate consolidation, market 
control and ballooning profits for companies, while devastating rural 
communities, displacing small farmers and harming the natural world.

The movement for trade justice calls for trade policies to work for 
the common good rather than the interests of a few. Trade should 
work to promote life and dignity for all people.

Fair Trade
While trade justice refers to reform of the international trade system, 
the fair trade movement has taken shape as a result of ethical consum-
er choices. According to the Fair Trade Resource Network, fair trade 
is “an alternative way of doing business — one that builds equitable, 
long-term partnerships between consumers in North America and 
producers in developing regions.” Fair trade businesses commit to the 
following principles: 

• Paying a fair wage in the local context.

• Offering employees opportunities for advancement.

• Providing equal opportunities for all people, particularly the 
most disadvantaged.

• Engaging in environmentally sustainable practices.

• Being open to public accountability.

• Building long-term trade relationships.

• Providing healthy and safe working conditions within the local 
context.

• Providing financial and technical assistance to producers 
whenever possible.

“Trade justice is people-centered, 

respects human rights, and guarantees 

food security, livelihoods and 

sustainable development for the whole 

of society. It recognizes the right of all 

people to have a say regarding their 

own future, and all governments to 

determine their own economic and 

trade policies.”  

 – Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance

All Scripture quotations are from the New 
Revised Standard Version.

Abraham Reyes Navarrete (left) runs through the field as 
his brother Noe plows in the background near the family 
home in the Mexican village of Teticic.
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2 Justice in a Land of Plenty

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), in partnership with groups 
like Ten Thousand Villages and Equal Exchange, promotes the con-
sumption of fairly traded goods.

The MCC U.S. Coffee Project, for example, promotes the consump-
tion of fairly traded coffee from Equal Exchange. Fair trade coffee 
guarantees a living wage for coffee farmers in Latin America, Asia and 
Africa.

Why This Resource?
While fair trade consumption is an important first step toward trade 
justice, by itself it is not enough. Its scope is limited to those consum-
ers who choose to buy fairly traded products. Fair trade has expanded 
rapidly, but even with this expansion, today only a small percentage 
of the products traded on the global market are “fairly traded.” Much 
more must be done to ensure that global trade rules and regulations 
lead to a fairer trading system.

This resource guide provides analysis, case studies, faith reflections 
and an advocacy guide. This resource can help congregations that par-
ticipate in the MCC U.S. Coffee Project and others to take an impor-
tant step toward holistic trade justice.

Trade and Broader Issues
For decades International Financial Institutions (IFIs) such as the 
World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) have promoted free trade or liberalized 
economic policies. These policies have exacerbated rates of poverty, 
inadequate food, harm to the environment and the displacement of 
people from their homes.

Trade, as it relates to U.S. policy, is governed through two frame-
works. On a multilateral level the U.S. is a member of the WTO, which 
provides rules and regulation for international trade through negotia-
tions by member states. Since the early 1990s the United States has 
also pursued bilateral or regional trade agreements such as the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement (CAFTA) and other bilateral agreements.

Debt and Structural Adjustment
Unjust trade policy is inextricably linked to international debt and po-
lices imposed by the IMF and the World Bank. The World Bank and the 
IMF through their loan program have leveraged and pressured poor 
countries to implement policies that have a detrimental effect on the 
poor. Governments from the global South have borrowed from these 
IFIs to finance domestic programs.

The loans, however, come with harmful conditions, which has 
often worked to destabilize domestic economies. These conditions are 
known as Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs) or so-called “pov-
erty reduction and growth programs,” which force a government to:

• Cut domestic spending on education, health care and other 
social programs and privatize these sectors instead.

• Cut support to small farmers.

• Open up markets for trade by reducing import tariffs and 
reorienting the economy for export.

This forces poor countries to compete in a global market dominated 
by large corporations from the United States and Europe. As a result 
many in the global South have been driven deeper into poverty.

Structural Adjustment

“The children suffer most.”
Issahden Muhammed Alhassan (Ghana) 

When the Ghanaian government tried in 2003 
to raise the taxes on imported rice just 5% to 
protect their farmers, the International Mon-
etary Fund had serious talks with the govern-
ment which led to the Ghanian government 
lowering its tax to the original level just one 
month after the law was passed.

This was only one example of the pressure 
imposed by the IMF on the Ghanaian govern-
ment. Since 1983, the government has had 
to privatize services, open its markets and 
increasingly reduce its support for domestic 
agriculture in order to receive IMF loans.

Issahden Muhammed Alhassan, a rice farmer 
in the Northern village of Dalun, Ghana, has 
watched the price he receives for each bag of 
rice drop by half since 2000. A visit to the local 
market shows why.

Piled up on market stands are rice bags from 
the United States, Thailand and Vietnam — one 
has to search for the darker rice that comes 
from the local farms. Imports tripled between 
2000–2003, devastating local production.

Farmers and their families suffer most from the 
current pricing pressure. “We are often in the 
red and can hardly feed our families,” Alhassan 
says. “When the crops are used up in spring 
and we are waiting for the next crop, we have 
to reduce our meals. The children suffer most.”

Source: Trade Week of Action: Campaign Guide (Ecumenical 
Advocacy Alliance)

While fair trade 

consumption is an important 

first step toward trade 

justice, by itself it is not 

enough.
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Food and Agriculture

“The field of the poor may yield much food, but it is swept away 
through injustice.” – Proverbs 13:23

Many of the world’s poor depend on agriculture for their livelihoods 
and food security. Access to food and the self-determination of poli-
cies that govern food is a basic human right. However, the growth in 
trade and the inclusion of food commodities in international trade has 
devastated rural communities around the globe.

According to the report “Trade as if People and Earth Matter” by 
the Interfaith Working Group on Trade and Investment, “small farm-
ers have no voice during trade negotiations and policy design. This 
diminishes their right to food sovereignty, market access, access to 
good livelihoods and rural development.”

Small and family farmers have lost their livelihoods. When a country 
opens its market to food imports small farmers are forced to compete 
in a market that is dominated by just a few multinational corpora-
tions. The farmers ultimately lose out when cheap imports undercut 
their farm production.

This also has a detrimental effect on food security for local com-
munities because food prices are at the mercy of global prices rather 
than local production. In 2008 food prices began to rise, resulting in 
a global food crisis. People in poor countries were at the mercy of the 
global market for subsistence.

Trade and Migration
Trade policies have had a devastating impact on families. Many farm-
ers in the global South have been forced to abandon their livelihoods 
in search of better opportunities elsewhere.

An estimated 1.5 million Mexican farmers lost their livelihoods after 
the implementation of the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) in 1994. U.S. corn exports to Mexico have more than tripled 
since NAFTA took effect, undercutting local production. At the same 
time, the United States has tightened its immigration laws, even as its 
trade policies have pushed people out of their homes.

The story of Haiti is a case in point. Until the mid-1980s Haiti was 
a self-sufficient rice-producing country. Under pressure from the IMF 
and the World Bank, due to its accumulated debt and conditions for 
future loans, Haiti was forced to radically change its economic system.

Haiti’s trade protections were dismantled, making it the most 
economically liberal country in the Caribbean. This meant Haiti was 
vulnerable to cheap imports and dependent on external sources of 
production.

By the early 1990s rice imports from the United States outpaced 

Food and Agriculture

“. . . we small producers lost.”
Eduardo Benitez (Honduras) 

In the early 1990s, the Honduran government de-
cided to import cheap rice from the United States. 
Almost overnight, rice production in Honduras fell 
86 percent. The number of rice producers fell from 
25,000 to fewer than 2,000. Employment from rice 
dropped from 150,000 to fewer than 11,200 jobs. 
And in spite of the massive imports, the price of 
rice in Honduran markets went up 12 percent.

According to Eduardo Benitez, a farmer in Guay-
amán, the changes were designed to profit the 
powerful by driving peasant farmers out of busi-
ness. “The millers and the politicians benefit-
ed . . . they made a big profit and we small produc-
ers lost.” 

In recent years, Benitez and other farmers have 
taken their struggle to the streets, protesting in 
Honduras and neighboring El Salvador the process 
of negotiations that led to the Central American 
Free Trade Agreement. Over the coming years 
CAFTA will remove the limited trade barriers that 
still exist to protect Honduran farmers and millers.

Free trade has increased immigration to the 
north. “Working in the countryside is difficult,” says 
Benitez. “Young people ask why they should kill 
themselves working for nothing. So they escape to 
the north. It’s hard to convince them to stay.”

Source: Trade Week of Action: Campaign Guide (Ecumenical Advo-
cacy Alliance)

Muracin Claircin sold his plot of land, 
left his wife and two children, and paid 
$1,000 for a place on a boat to take him 
to the United States. “I had to do this be-
cause I could no longer support my family 
by growing rice,” he explains.

After a torturous week drifting at sea 
without enough food or water, the captain 
told them they would have to turn back 
because the ship’s compass was broken. 
Now back with his family, Muracin has 
neither money nor land and says that, 
given the opportunity, he would try again.

He still cannot make a living from rice 
farming.

“There’s no incentive to grow rice anymore. 
It’s virtually impossible to make a profit,” 
Muracin Claircin says.

Source: Christian Aid, Trade Justice Campaign Case 
Study – Haiti: Rice.

Trade and Migration

“. . . I could no longer support my family . . .”
Muracin Claircin (Haiti)
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local production. Poor Haitian farmers were forced to compete for 
market share with subsidized rice from the United States. Haiti’s agri-
cultural industry ended up in shambles and poor Haitian farmers were 
forced to abandon their homes.

Policy Solutions
The MCC U.S. Washington Office is a member of the Interfaith Work-
ing Group on Trade and Investment (IWG). Through its participation 
in the working group, MCC advocates for trade policies that promote 
justice and poverty eradication.

The IWG produced the following statement, “Elements for Fair and 
Just Trade Policies”:

International trade can be one engine of economic progress 
for developing countries. But the United States and develop-
ing countries alike need fair and just trade agreements that 
are genuinely shaped to meet the goals of sustainable develop-
ment and poverty reduction . . .

Trade policies and agreements must put people first! They 
should further genuine social and economic development 
for our neighbors around the world while preserving and 
creating good jobs here at home. They must support—not 
hinder — governments in adopting policies to protect public 
health and the natural environment. Trade policies must strike 
a balance between creating a predictable structure for inter-
national trade and preserving the policy space necessary for 
governments to foster and secure economic, social and human 
development for all their citizens.

A new trade framework should include the following key 
elements:

• Ensure that trade agreements are formulated with full 
democratic accountability and citizen participation both 
in the United States and U.S. trading partners.

• Require (pre and post) country impact evaluations to 
assess the effects of provisions in trade agreement on 
key issues such as poverty eradication, job growth, food 
security and achievement of the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals.

• Respect the right of peoples and nations to democrati-
cally determine their own agricultural and food policies.

• Fully respect the right of developing countries to safe-
guard and nurture their own domestic economies and 
the livelihoods of their people through the implementa-
tion of trade policies, regulations and mechanisms that 
promote and protect their own small-holder farmers, 
urban workers and domestic manufacturers.

• Prioritize long-term ecological sustainability and the 
stability of the climate, and protect and conserve the 
richness and diversity of the natural world.

• Exclude provisions that require the liberalization or 
deregulation of essential public services, such as water, 
heath care and education.

• Reject intellectual property rights restrictions that make 

Women in a market place in Haiti sell imported white 
rice by the cupful. From the early 1990s rice imports 
from the United States outpaced local production in 
Haiti, driving Haitian farmers out of the rice market 
and leaving the country dependent on imports.
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. . . the United States and 

developing countries 

alike need fair and just 

trade agreements that are 

genuinely shaped to meet 

the goals of sustainable 

development and poverty 

reduction . . .
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it more difficult for people in developing countries to 
have access to affordable essential medicines, as well 
as intellectual property provisions involving patents on 
seeds and other life-forms.

• Exclude the undemocratic provisions known as “inves-
tor-state” law suits, in which international investors are 
able to sue host governments in unelected international 
tribunals over actual or potential loss of future corporate 
profits resulting from democratically enacted domestic 
policies and regulations.

Crafting trade policies that will foster the well-being of 
our global neighbors and the environment will also improve 
America’s well-being. We call on the . . . President and Congress 
to look to long-term U.S. interests in a more secure, stable and 
just world, in which poverty and inequality are declining and 
all people have the resources needed for lives of dignity, suf-
ficiency and community participation.

Biblical Values and 
Principles for Global 
Economic Justice
The MCC U.S. Washington Office held a seminar entitled “Economic 
Globalization: for Richer, for Poorer?” in Washington, D.C., in 2001. 
After listening to a range of speakers and attending workshops, semi-
nar participants articulated a set of principles based on biblical values 
that they believe should guide the public policy decisions that shape 
global economic relations among peoples and nations.

Value: All people bear the image of God and the gospel of Je-
sus Christ confers a universal dignity on peoples of all nations.
Principle: All people — not just elites in the United States and 
elsewhere — should have a meaningful voice in determining 
global economic policies and practice.

Value: All people are equal in value and dignity in the sight 
of God. Human beings are called to lives of servanthood and 
love of neighbor. God provides gifts and abilities to people 
to be used for the benefit of all. God acts to bring justice for 
disempowered, impoverished and displaced people.
Principle: Public policy decisions should ensure that the ben-
efits of economic activity flow equitably to all people, not to a 
privileged few. Economic policies should alleviate poverty and 
advance equitable power relations and fair economic relations 
among peoples and nations.

Value: The earth belongs to God; we are simply stewards.
Principle: Global economic policies and practices should 
foster ecological sustainability, not unbridled and wasteful 
consumption.

Value: God intends that human enterprise nurture the fullness 
of life and creativity, not death and destruction.
Principle: Global economic policies should foster — not 
undermine — integral human development, nurturing such 
human values as the family, local communities, education, 
physical health, dignified labor, and enjoyment of the fruits of 

“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the 
bonds of injustice . . . is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry?” – Isaiah 58:6–7

Biblical Reflection

The prophet Ezekiel speaks of the flourishing city 
of Tyre that incurred God’s wrath because people 
traded in an oppressive and exploitative way: “In 
the abundance of your trade you were filled with 
violence and you sinned.” (Ezekiel 28:16)

Isaiah’s prophecy about Tyre, however, looks for-
ward to a time when the city’s considerable wealth 
will be redistributed: “Her merchandise and her 
wages will be dedicated to the Lord; her profits will 
not be stored or hoarded, but her merchandise will 
supply abundant food and fine clothing for those 
who live in the presence of the Lord.” (Isaiah 23:18)

Adapted from the Trade Week of Action: Campaign Guide (Ecumenical 
Advocacy Alliance)

In Bangladesh at the Biborton Project, Setara positions a 
sheet of handmade paper on its frame to dry in the sun. 
The Biborton project specializes in making paper from the 
water hyacinth, a plant which is not native to Bangladesh 
and is causing immense problems, destructively clog-
ging the waterways and ponds. The women employed at 
Biborton are usually heads of household, have low or no 
income and are landless.
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6 Justice in a Land of Plenty

science and culture. Economic activity should produce whole-
some, life-giving products and services, not those that degrade 
and destroy.

Value: Workers should be treated justly.
Principle: Global economic policies should address the im-
balance of power between capital and labor, fostering healthy 
and safe working conditions, worker participation in business 
decisions, stock ownership and the creation of worker-owned 
cooperatives. Economic policies should help transform the 
nature of the relationships between management, workers, the 
community and the environment from that of exploitation to 
mutual respect and a more equitable sharing of power.

Value: Human beings are “persons-in-community” where 
both individual uniqueness and social solidarity should be 
respected and operate in mutually reinforcing ways.
Principle: Global economic policies should respect the com-
munity, or collective, dimensions of economic life. Examples 
include protecting and fostering cooperative businesses, 
community-based agriculture, the accountability of corpora-
tions to the communities where they operate, and the collec-
tive rights of local communities to their biological resources, 
knowledge and technologies.

Value: God has created a wonderful diversity of peoples and 
cultures to express unity in diversity and calls humanity to 
reject violence and domination.
Principle: Economic policies and structures must not be 
imposed on the nations and peoples of the world by dominant 
nations and institutions. While global links can nurture our 
common humanity, diverse peoples should be able to adopt 
a variety of economic models, compatible with their own 
cultures and consistent with values of freedom and justice. 
Economic policymakers must be willing to make room for 
alternative voices and models of finance, commerce and 
development.

Worship Service Resource
“For true evangelical faith . . . cannot lay dormant; but manifests itself 
in all righteousness and works of love; it . . . clothes the naked; feeds 
the hungry; consoles the afflicted; shelters the miserable; aids and 
consoles all the oppressed; returns good for evil; serves those that 
injure it; prays for those that persecute it.” – Menno Simons 

A church service or gathering is a great place to explore the topic of 
economic justice with fellow Christians. Here are some suggestions to 
incorporate biblical reflections on economic justice into your worship 
gathering.

Ask your pastor(s) and church leaders if your community can have a 
service that highlights economic justice as a way to worship, serve and 
reflect God. You can incorporate the listed resources into your service, 
or find and write your own songs and biblical reflections.

Prayers*

Mrs. Phan makes phở, a rice noodle, in the village of 
Nanou, Laos. The village is known for its phở. 
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Prayers of Confession
Prayer 1 SJ 128
Prayer 2 HWB 703

Prayers of Adoration
Prayer 3 HWB 683
Prayer 4: SJ 126

A church service or gathering 

is a great place to explore 

the topic of economic justice 

with fellow Christians.
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Songs and Hymns*
Gathering

Jesus calls us here to meet him SJ 3
Rejoice, rejoice, the Savior come SS 4
Here in this place HWB 6
O let all who thirst HWB 495

Adoring 
My soul is filled with joy SJ 13
Praise with joy the world’s Creator SJ 16
For the fruit of all creation HWB 90
We plow the fields and scatter HWB 96

Responding
Jesus Christ is waiting SJ 30
Let justice flow like stream SJ 65
How can we be silent SJ 61
God has chosen me SJ 114
Beauty for brokenness SS 115
The church of Christ, in every age HWB 403
What does the Lord require HWB 409
How clear is our vocation, Lord HWB 541
Take thou my hand, O Father HWB 581

* Abbreviations used throughout: Hymnal: A Worship Book 
(HWB), Herald Press, 2004; Sing the Journey (SJ), Herald Press, 
2005; Sing the Story (SS), Herald Press, 2007.

Sermon Idea
Feeding the multitudes: Mark 6:30–44

God’s Challenge
“It is getting late, and this is a lonely place, send the crowds away to 
go into the neighboring villages and buy food for themselves.” This is 
good conventional wisdom. If this large crowd of thousands of people 
remain here until dark, we will be overwhelmed — send them to the 
neighboring villages to buy food for themselves. Their suggestion 
keeps the disciples in a state of good, wise thinking, and it protects 
them from being involved or over-extended.

In contrast to this suggestion, Jesus responded, “They need not go 
away; you give them something to eat.” You (!) make it possible for 
them to eat. It must have been shocking to them. Their calling was not 
limited to making the wise suggestions in prayer. It was a call to action.

We are faced with similar challenges today. The world’s economies 
are arranged in such a way that millions are going to bed hungry and 
countless have little access to health, education and other amenities. 
Meanwhile, the world’s economic systems function on the basis of 
those who have the five loaves and two fish keeping it for themselves 
and benefiting selfishly from the profits. The systems protect those who 
have and raise barriers for those who have not. Who will protect the 
multitudes?

Jesus seemed to be aware that sending the disciples to the villages 
may be easy, but may not bring a satisfactory solution. Some may still 
have to go to bed hungry. It takes life-enhancing actions of the dis-
ciples — giving the limited resources to God for the blessing of the One 
who created it all, and then having a commitment to follow the Lord’s 
instruction for equitable distribution. This is the calling we have today.

Will we see God calling us to a new level of action — learning new 
ways to bring food and fullness of life to all even if it means confront-
ing the powers that want to keep the world’s loaves and fishes to 

An outdoor fish market in Hanoi, Vietnam. Seafood, part 
of the traditional diet in Vietnam, is now an export item 
with Vietnamese shrimp farmers raising shrimp which end 
up in North American supermarkets and stores.
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them to eat. It must have 

been shocking to them. Their 

calling was not limited to 

making the wise suggestions 

in prayer. It was a call to 

action.
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themselves? Even if it means changing our own lifestyles? How willing 
are we to respond to God’s challenge: “You, give them something to 
eat?”

Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Setri Nyomi, general secretary, World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, during the Week of Action on 
Trade in April 2005.

Guide to Action and 
Advocacy
To visibly illustrate the injustice caused by unfair trade policy, organize 
games and activities for your church community. Here are some activ-
ity ideas.

Fast + Agape Meal
Millions of people go without food on a daily basis. Fasting is an ex-
cellent way to worshipfully stand with the millions who go hungry. It 
can help deepen our understanding of what it means to be hungry. An 
agape meal is shared in Christian fellowship, remembering the meals 
that Jesus shared with his disciples.

Invite members of your congregation to participate in a 24-hour 
fast. At the end of the 24-hour period gather together and break the 
fast by participating in an agape meal.

Rigged Rules Game
Rules that govern global trade ensure that rich countries enjoy an 
unfair advantage over poor nations. Organize a rigged rules game 
with your youth group to help youth and children understand how 
global trade benefits the rich. Pick any game where there are two teams 
(basketball, soccer, kickball, etc.) and rig the rules so that one team 
will have an undue advantage over the other. For example, the disad-
vantaged team players might be required to play with one hand behind 
their backs for basketball or players might be made to pair up and 
have their ankles tied together if the game is soccer or kickball.

Party + Film Screening
Organize a party for an evening gathering with fair trade tea, coffee, 
chocolate, mixed nuts and other snacks from Equal Exchange. Order 
online at shop.equalexchange.com or visit your local Ten Thousand 
Villages store (tenthousandvillages.com). Together watch the film Cof-
fee, Corn and the Cost of Globalization. This film can be purchased 
online at mccstore.org or by calling the MCC office at (888) 563-4676.

After viewing the film facilitate a discussion by asking people for 
their reactions and thinking through ways in which you can respond. 
Here are some ideas for ways to respond:

Write an op-ed for your local newspaper.

Organize a public witness such as prayer vigil.

Advocate for policy change by putting pressure on Congress. 
Write letters or organize a meeting with your senators and 
representatives to urge them to create trade policies that pro-
mote justice and equality.

The MCC U.S. Washington Office is a resource to help you orga-
nize these events. Visit our website (washington.mcc.org), e-mail us 
(mccwash@mcc.org), or call us (202-544-6564).

Coffee farmer Adfalon Jarquin shows coffee beans 
ready for harvest. He lives in the Buen Esperanza 
community in rural Honduras, and is an active mem-
ber of the Mennonite church. Coffee is a commodity 
which often benefits the exporters and resellers, 
rather than the farmers who grow the crop.
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To visibly illustrate the 

injustice caused by unfair 

trade policy, organize games 

and activities for your church 

community.

http://shop.equalexchange.com
http://tenthousandvillages.com
http://mccstore.org
http://washington.mcc.org
mailto:mccwash%40mcc.org?subject=Inquiry%20about%20trade%20justice
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Additional Resources

Trade-related
Trade as if people and earth matter A brief on sustainable trade prac-
tices. The resource, created by the Interfaith Working Group on Trade 
and Investment, suggests new alternatives to agricultural, investment 
and intellectual property policies. Download at washington.mcc.org/
trade-alternatives.

Coffee, Corn and the Cost of Globalization DVD Around the world, people 
exchange goods, information and technology at a faster rate than ever 
before. But not everyone benefits from having the world within reach.

Learn about some issues of economic globalization through the 
stories of two communities in Mexico. In Tilapa, families dependent 
on income from coffee face a devastating drop in world coffee prices. 
In Zacongo, changes to age-old corn farming practices, and less 
expensive imported corn, cut deeply into farmers’ ability to support 
themselves.

Explore how we as Christians have a responsibility to our global 
neighbors whose lives have been profoundly affected by this race 
to accumulate wealth and economic connectedness. Available at 
mccstore.org or call (888) 563-4676.

MCC U.S. Guide to Globalization and Immigration Available online at 
washington.mcc.org/immigration-guide or in hard copy by e-mailing 
mccwash@mcc.org or calling (202) 544-6564.

Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy Promotes resilient family 
farms, rural communities and ecosystems around the world through 
research and education, science and technology, and advocacy. Find 
out more at iatp.org.

General
MCC U.S. Washington Office Action Alerts The Washington Office sends 
out action alerts when advocacy is needed on a timely issue. Sign up 
for our list by visiting washington.mcc.org/alerts. Select the “Global 
Economic Justice” list to receive alerts about trade justice.

Washington Memo Blog A regularly updated blog that includes news, 
analysis and announcements by the MCC U.S. Washington Office, 
washingtonmemo.org.

Washington Memo Newsletter The MCC U.S. Washington Office 
publishes a quarterly print newsletter, featuring in-depth analy-
sis and theological reflection on the issues that shape — and are 
shaped by — public policy. Sign up for a free subscription by visiting 
washington.mcc.org/newsletter.

MCC Washington Office Guide to Christian Advocacy Reflections on why 
Christians should speak to government and hints for contacting Con-
gress. Available online at washington.mcc.org/advocacy-guide.

Speakers MCC U.S. Washington Office staff are open to speaking re-
quests from congregations, to provide a sermon, Sunday School hour 
or evening forum. Contributions toward travel costs or an honorarium 
are appreciated, but not required. Please contact us at mccwash@mcc.
org or (202) 544-6564 if you would like to request a speaker.

A cloth store in a street market in Kinshasa, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, displays a multitude of fabrics 
which though tailored to local styles and tastes are 
sourced from around the world. 
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