
Fear not: Seek peace  
FACT SHEET 

What can I do to help prevent gun violence?     
 
 
Pray  

Pray for the reduction of gun violence in the U.S. Pray for people who have been victims of gun violence 
and for perpetrators. Listen to what the Spirit is saying individually and corporately. 
 
Tell stories 

“We have to get the guns off the streets,” pleaded Movita Johnson-Harrell. Her 18-year-old son, Charles 
Johnson, was shot in his car as he waited for his sister. “Every day I think of my son,” said Johnson-
Harrell. The police reported the shooting as a case of mistaken identity. There are many stories, both 
positive and negative, related to guns. What stories do you have?  Share them. 
 
Act locally 

• Are your local gun shops and gun shows selling to the illegal market by turning a blind eye to straw 
purchasers (who intentionally re-sell guns to people who cannot legally buy them)?  If so, you may be 
able to take local action by calling on them to take moral responsibility for their sales.  
o Don’t assume the gun shop owners in your area are guilty of having crime guns traced back to 
them.  Eighty-five percent of shops don’t have guns traced back to them, 15 percent do and the 
top 3 percent have most of the traces. To investigate, you may want to talk with your local gun 
shop owner, asking the following questions:   

� What do you do if a client wants to buy five to 10 hand guns? 
� What procedure does the state require you to follow for selling a gun? 
� How does the gun trace system work? If a gun sold here is used in a crime, do the police 
get in touch with you to try and trace it back to its purchaser? 

o Encourage the gun shop owner to sign the 10-point Code of Conduct.  

• Talk to neighbors and friends who are gun rights advocates about ways to decrease gun violence.  

• Connect with a church that has been touched by gun violence.  

• Become involved in local initiatives. Look at action examples in Heeding God’s Call, active in 
Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and Harrisburg, Pa.  
 

Learn more  

• Do research and writing on preventing gun violence to understand issues and raise awareness. See a 
list of suggested research topics and a bibliography online.  

 
Advocate for change 

• Sign postcards to your members of Congress and encourage others in your congregation to do the 
same. Postcards can be ordered for free from MCC Resources. For more information on legislation 
against assault weapons and high-capacity magazine clips, see the MCC U.S. Washington Office 
action alerts.   

• Track your state’s gun violence prevention laws. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do not fear, for I am with you. – Isaiah 41:10a 
 
God’s reassurance to people waiting in exile still resonates powerfully today. The Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) 
U.S. Fear not: Seek peace initiative provides educational materials and worship and advocacy resources, with a 
current focus on gun violence prevention. Our shared humanity compels us to care about God’s children dying from gun 
violence. Will you help us turn the tide? mcc.org/fearnot/communities 
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