
Prophetic Witness: 2012

Fleeing the violence of Colombia’s 
civil war, Ana and daughter 
Mariana, 6, pictured here, relo-

cated to Bogotá. Organizations with 
whom Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) works in Colombia say that 
U.S. military aid has escalated the 
war. Their voices are just some of the 
many around the world urging MCC 
to work for more just U.S. policies.

The MCC Washington Office first 
began this work 45 years ago, with 
the vision of being “a Mennonite 
and Brethren in Christ presence on 
Capitol Hill providing and encour-
aging prophetic witness to the way 
of Christ on matters of U.S. public 
policy.” 

But to do our work well, we rely 
on you, our readers, to be in touch 
with your members of Congress. We 
know that many of you do this regu-
larly and for that we say thank you.

This issue of the Memo takes a 
look back at what did (and did not) 
happen in 2012 on issues of concern 
to the MCC Washington Office. Read 
about the topics near and dear to 
your heart, and then consider how 
you can be an advocate for grace, 
justice and peace in the year to come.
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(Romans 8:18–25) even as we live in 
response to Jesus’ call to love God 
and love one another (Matthew 
22:34–40). 

This love for one another is surely 
meant to take shape in tangible, 
lived-out ways. And as we as Chris-
tians get involved in the messiness 
of people’s lives, we inevitably bump 
up against public policies. Thus the 
cycle—and, if we are willing to en-
gage it, the tension—continues.

 In the end, the accomplishments of 
this office cannot possibly be limited 
to one individual, nor are they always 
legislative. Rather, they are the col-
lective work of many Christians, 
persistently and faithfully making 
their views known to the U.S. govern-
ment. And sometimes, when we take 
the long view, we can see the sprouts 
poke up above the soil as policies 
shift in the right direction. 

When a student interviewed me 
recently for a class project, he 
asked, “What do you consid-

er your greatest accomplishment?”  
The question is not an easy one! 

Having now spent 10 out of the last 
15 years in the MCC Washington Of-
fice, I am well aware that the kind of 
work we do is like planting seeds in 
the ground. But rather than sprouts 
coming up after a few weeks, some-
times we wait for years to see results 
from our work. 

In this issue we look back at 2012, 
to see what happened on issues we 
care about in Congress and the Ad-
ministration. Sometimes it feels like 
we are taking tiny steps in the right 
direction, and sometimes the accom-
plishment is even more modest than 
that: stopping legislation from getting 
worse. 

It is important, though, to remind 
ourselves of what we are working 
toward. The list includes:

 ■ A federal budget that devotes 
far less money to the Pentagon, 
strengthens the safety net of anti-
poverty programs and devotes 
increased funding to programs 
which support people living with 
HIV here at home and abroad

 ■ Just and humane immigration 
reform with no further border 
militarization

 ■ Approaching criminal justice 
through a restorative justice lens

 ■ Policy shifts to address the racial 
disparity in the criminal justice 
system

 ■ A comprehensive climate bill to 
curb carbon emissions

 ■ Full implementation of the Afford-
able Care Act 

 ■ Reversing the trend of increased 
U.S. military activities in Africa 

 ■ Investment in social and economic 
needs, rather than beefed-up mili-
taries, in Colombia and around the 
world

 ■ Peaceful and just resolutions to the 
conflicts in the Middle East

 ■ Transparency and accountability in 
U.S. assistance to countries such as 
Haiti

With a list like this it is tempting to 
feel overwhelmed. Others might say 
we are trying to legislate the reign of 
God into being. We must indeed be 
careful to not confuse our role with 
that of God’s. 

God’s kingdom is not yet here and 
the United States is not the instru-
ment to bring it about. But at the 
same time, the Scriptures are equally 
clear that in some ways God’s reign is 
already here. We must constantly live 
with this tension—longing for the full 
redemption of a groaning creation 

Already and not yet
by Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach

The MCC Washington 
Office staff. From left: 
Theo Sitther, Tammy 

Alexander, Jesse Epp-
Fransen, Rachelle 

Lyndaker Schlabach, 
Patricia Kisare.
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This past June President Obama 
signed a presidential policy 
directive called “U.S. strategy 

toward Sub-Saharan Africa.” The 
policy lays out four pillars which the 
U.S. government deems important in 
its relations with Africa: (1) advance 
peace and security; (2) strengthen 
democratic institutions; (3) spur eco-
nomic growth, trade and investment; 
and (4) promote opportunity and 
development. 

While many of the themes out-
lined in the policy directive sound 
good, much of the U.S. engagement 
in Africa has become increasingly 
militaristic. The U.S. Department 
of Defense has increased its opera-
tions across the continent to a much 
greater extent than in years past. In 
fact, its Africa Command, known 
as AFRICOM, has more personnel 
working on the continent than does 
the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID). 

Citing the need to counter terror-
ism on the continent, AFRICOM 
continues to expand the number of 
small military bases, surveillance ac-
tivities and the use of drones. Further 
increased military engagement has 
also included training of African mili-
tary personnel and financial support 
to undemocratic African governments 
willing to volunteer their armies for 
missions the U.S. deems crucial in the 
fight against terrorism.

As MCC’s work in Africa con-
tinues to support development and 
peacebuilding initiatives, our office 
remains steadfast in pressing the 
administration to change its Africa 
policy to one that prioritizes diplo-
macy, development and peaceful 
resolution of conflict. Last year we 
met with administration and congres-
sional offices to convey this message. 
In 2013 we will continue to engage 
on this issue.  —pk 

This year our work on the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
focused on two critical areas. 

One focus was addressing the conflict 
and humanitarian crisis in eastern 
Congo. The second was conflict 
minerals, working to ensure that 
the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC) issued implementing 
regulations on the conflict minerals 
law passed by Congress in 2010. 
The law requires U.S. companies to 
disclose whether they have sourced 
minerals from the DRC or its neigh-
boring countries. These regulations 
are meant to ensure Congo’s mineral 
trade does not fund militia groups 
responsible for violence in eastern 
Congo. 

In March we hosted a delegation 
from the Church of Christ in Congo 
(ECC), an association of 65 Prot-
estant churches with whom MCC 
works in Congo. The delegation met 
with policymakers in Congress and at 
the State Department and discussed 
ways the U.S. government can help 
resolve the conflict in eastern Congo. 
They urged policymakers to support 
local peace initiatives and victims 
of the conflict. In addition to meet-
ings, the delegation also spoke at a 
roundtable for non-governmental 
organizations sponsored by the MCC 
Washington Office. 

The conflict in eastern Congo is 
complex and cannot be solved by the 
U.S. government alone. However, the 
U.S. can play a greater diplomatic 
role by bringing together regional 
governments and belligerent groups 
to work out a plan that will bring 
lasting peace. This process must be 
honest, persistent and impartial if the 
conflict in eastern Congo is to ever be 
resolved. —pk

Democratic Republic of Congo 

Congolese church leaders meet with staff  
from the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

From left: Sabina Muhima, Rev. Mwenelwata 
Milenge, Rev. Joshua Lembelembe.

U.S.– Africa policy
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We don’t hear very much from 
our constituents giving us the 
message you have,” congres-

sional staff members sometimes tell 
MCC Washington staff in meetings 
on Palestine-Israel. Advocacy on this 
issue is needed more than ever in the 
coming year.

The U.S. strongly supported Israel 
during November’s “Operation Pil-
lar of Defense,” which caused great 
destruction in Gaza. The U.S. also 
increased funding for Israel’s Iron 
Dome missile-defense system.

In November Palestine officially 
became a “non-member observer 
state” at the United Nations, a move 
that was opposed by the U.S. delega-
tion. In the new Congress efforts to 
cut funding to the Palestinian Au-
thority and to UN entities are likely, 
in response to the UN move. 

Israel responded to the UN vote 
by announcing plans for settlement 
construction east of Jerusalem, 
further obstructing any hope of a 
viable Palestinian state. While the 
U.S. administration called the move 
counterproductive, some Members of 
Congress expressed apathy or even 
approval.

In October MCC U.S. joined 14 
other Christian organizations in a let-
ter to Congress, calling for a review 
of the more than $3 billion per year 
in military assistance given to Israel 
and asking that efforts be redoubled 
to find a sustainable, just resolution 
to the conflict. 

Throughout the year the MCC 
Washington Office also arranged 
congressional visits for several groups 
who had visited the region, as well 
as MCC Middle East staff. Sign up 
for Middle East action alerts and add 
your voice to theirs in 2013. —rls

Iran

Citing concerns over Iran’s 
nuclear program, the U.S. 
imposed several new rounds 

of sanctions on Iran last year. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
has threatened military action against 
Iran, a move resisted so far by the 
Pentagon but which would likely 
see congressional support. Sporadic 
talks continue between Iran and the 
“P5+1” (Russia, United Kingdom, 
U.S., France, China and Germany), 
and bilateral talks between the U.S. 
and Iran could take place in the new 
year.

MCC, which began work in Iran 
in 1990, has long called for diplo-
macy between the U.S. and Iran to 
resolve areas of disagreement. The 
MCC Washington Office has also 
expressed concern to policymakers 
about the humanitarian impacts of 
sanctions on Iranians. Join us in these 
efforts in the next Congress. —rls

Syria

The devastating conflict in 
Syria continues, with as many 
as 60,000 killed. The U.S. has 

imposed strict sanctions on Syria. 
As of this writing the U.S. has not 
committed to any military involve-
ment in the conflict, although in 
December Congress voted to require 
the Pentagon to prepare a report on 
the possibility of U.S. military action. 
So far the U.S. has given nearly $200 
million in humanitarian assistance for 
people displaced by the conflict, but 
the funding is not keeping up with 
the vast needs.

In August a former MCC Syria 
staff member visited congressional 
offices to urge the U.S. to support a 
non-violent resolution to the conflict, 
as well as to ask for greater U.S. 
funding for humanitarian needs. 
Call on your Members of Congress 
to support these two points as well. 
—rls

Palestine-Israel

Ryan Snyder Thompson, a former MCC service 
worker in Syria, met with congressional staff in 
August.
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The vegetable patch of Ahmad Abdullah Abu Lufte is in danger of being confiscated by the Israeli 
government due to construction of the separation barrier between the West Bank and Israel. 
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Colombia  

Colombia has not known peace 
for more than half a century. 
Currently, there are 5 million 

people displaced from their homes 
within the country, the highest num-
ber in the world. These numbers are 
increasing, as conflict between the 
Colombian government and guerrilla 
groups such as the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) 
continues, even as the sides have 
begun a negotiated peace process. 
Homes and land are being illegally 
seized and sold for profit by various 
paramilitary groups. Minority groups 
including indigenous people, Afro-
Colombians and small-scale farmers 
are especially vulnerable to these 
losses. 

The United States has been heav-
ily involved in Colombia’s civil war 
since the 1960s. Colombia is a major 
recipient of U.S. military aid, with 
most of these dollars supporting 
“international narcotics control and 
law enforcement.” The United States 
is also the source country for most 
of the weapons used by the armed 
groups, as well as the destination for 
most of the illegal drugs produced in 
Colombia. Conversely, the U.S. has 
incredible potential to contribute to 
sustainable peace in the region. The 
MCC Washington Office is urging 

policy makers to reconsider mili-
tary aid strategies in Colombia and 
throughout Latin America.

On May 15 the long-delayed U.S.-
Colombia free trade agreement came 
into effect. The MCC Washington 
Office advocated against the agree-
ment due to its potential impact on 
Colombian small farmers and the 
potential increase in violence against 
union leaders and minority groups. 
Colombia remains the most danger-
ous country in the world for trade 
unionists. 

On April 15–16, 28 Mennonite 
congregations joined hundreds of 
other churches across the country in 
Days of Prayer and Action for Co-
lombia. Congregations hosted public 
events, focused on Colombia in wor-
ship services, and sent thousands of 
postcards to President Obama. 

The postcards urged the U.S. 
to: promote an end to the conflict; 
prioritize funding to support victims 
of the violence; cease military aid to 
Colombia that fuels war; end toxic 
aerial spraying programs and sup-
port alternative development; and not 
implement the free trade agreement 
until human rights defenders and 
union leaders are truly protected.  

The Peace Commission of the 
Council of Evangelical Churches 

of Colombia (CEDECOL) visited 
D.C. in June, representing many 
of the Protestant, evangelical and 
Anabaptist churches in Colombia. 
The delegation discussed violence 
and injustice in their communities, 
and the failure of U.S. military aid. 
They spoke with Senate offices, State 
Department staff, and at a briefing 
sponsored by Rep. Joe Pitts (R-Pa.) 
and Rep. Hank Johnson (D-Ga.) in 
the House of Representatives.   

In October, the Colombian gov-
ernment and the FARC met for the 
first time in 10 years to begin peace 
talks. The MCC Washington Office 
encourages you to stay informed and 
prayerfully involved in this fragile 
process. 

In the spring of 2013 a great way  
to lend support to peace in Colombia  
will be to participate in the next Days  
of Prayer and Action. For more infor- 
mation, visit washington.mcc.org/
days. —hm

Peace Commission leaders and friends in front of the Capitol. From left to right: Pablo Moreno, 
Pedro Acosta, Michael Joseph and Barbara Gerlach of the United Church of Christ, Jenny Neme,  
Theo Sitther, Mary Luz Correa and Sonia Hsiung.
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Haiti

In 2012 the MCC Washington 
Office paid particular attention to 
housing concerns in Haiti. Three 

years after the January 2010 earth-
quake, nearly 370,000 people contin-
ue to live in emergency tent shelters, 
with no alternative permanent hous-
ing options. Fear of forced evictions, 
the current cholera epidemic, and 
flooding from storms like Hurricane 
Sandy puts Haitians in extremely 
insecure circumstances, with women 
and girls especially vulnerable. 

Efforts to address the housing 
crisis by Haitian President Martelly’s 
administration have failed to meet the 
needs of the poor. The government 
put Project 16/6 into effect in Sep-
tember 2011, a program that forces 
residents of tent camps to leave and 
provides them with money for rent 

or repair costs. However, the amount 
given is too little to address either of 
these needs, especially for large fami-
lies, who receive the same amount 
as a family of two. Project 16/6 has 
largely failed, leading to the migra-
tion of tent camps elsewhere, often to 
more dangerous locations where even 
fewer amenities are available. 

MCC is part of the “Under Tents” 
campaign, a joint initiative of Haitian 
grassroots and international organi-
zations calling for permanent housing 
solutions for those living in camps. 
In September, Haitian housing rights 
leader Reyneld Sanon brought an 
on-the-ground perspective to U.S. 
policymakers. 

The MCC Washington Office also 
supported the Assessing Progress in 
Haiti Act, introduced by Sen. Mary 
Landrieu (D-La.). The bill seeks 
to measure the progress of relief, 
recovery, reconstruction and develop-
ment efforts in Haiti following the 
2010 earthquake. Amid concerns that 
little of the intended aid is actually 
reaching those who are most vulner-
able, this bill would address issues of 
transparency and accountability of 
U.S. aid dollars to assess how money 
is being spent in Haiti.

To learn more, see the Fall/Winter 
2012 issue of the Washington Memo 
at washingtonmemo.org/newsletter/
fall12. —hm

Above: Elumene Charles stands in her newly 
repaired home, one of 45 homes repaired by 
ACCESS, a Haitian organization, as part of MCC’s 
earthquake response effort. Right: Vilès Alizar 
and Rosie Auguste of the National Human Rights 
Defense Network (RNDDH) advocate for Haitian 
voices to be included in governments’ decisions 
on how to rebuild their country. MCC provides 
support for RNDDH. 

Environment

In June the House passed a bill 
that would have allowed border 
patrol to waive environmental and 

public health laws in federal lands 
within 100 miles of the U.S.-Canada 
and U.S.-Mexico borders. Plans to 
build three areas of border fencing in 
Texas flood plains were approved by 
the U.S. International Boundary and 
Water Commission (IBWC) despite 
concerns from its Mexican counter-
part that it would lead to flooding 
and violate a bi-national treaty.  

MCC Washington Office staff  
met with State Department officials 
to discuss the IBWC decision and  
also with the Army Corp of Engineers 
to discuss the permitting process for 
mountaintop removal coal mining.  

As immigration reform bills are  
debated in Congress, we will contin-
ue to watch for proposals that would 
negatively impact the environment or 
border communities. —ta
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Global hunger and  
food security

The U.S. farm bill was up for reauthorization in 2012. 
The farm bill is the main instrument in which the 
government outlines its 5-year food and agriculture 

policies, including those affecting global food programs. 
Although the U.S. is the world’s largest donor of food aid 
to low-income countries, the way in which it manages 
this aid often benefits agribusinesses and indirectly harms 
small-scale farmers and local communities. For instance, 
shipping food from the U.S. instead of buying locally or 
regionally takes away the market base of local small-scale 
farmers.

Throughout the year MCC Washington Office staff 
met with policymakers to ensure the farm bill addresses 
the needs of small-scale farmers and local communities. 
Unfortunately, Congress failed to pass a new five-year 
farm bill before the last one expired. Instead, Congress 
extended the 2008 farm bill for nine months as part of 
the tax deal on January 1. If Congress takes up a farm bill 
this coming fall, as is likely, we will continue to work with 
key policymakers to ensure that it upholds just principles 
for global food and hunger.

In May President Obama announced the “New Alliance 
for Food Security and Nutrition,” a $3 billion public-
private investment initiative to end hunger in Africa. We 
will continue to pressure the administration to ensure that 
public-private partnerships complement, not substitute for, 
public investments in agriculture, and to urge the adminis-
tration to address issues related to access to food, nutri-
tional adequacy and sustainability. 

To learn more, see our Spring/Summer Washington 
Memo at washingtonmemo.org/newsletter/spring12. We 
also encourage readers to use the annual World Food Day 
(October 16) resources. —pk

Jeannette Kemndati, a member of the Helping Garden Cooperative, sells 
vegetables in the local market in Gore, Chad.

HIV/AIDS

Despite bipartisan support in 
Congress for global HIV/AIDS 
programs, current budget con-

straints have meant that U.S. funding 
remains flat and is in danger of being 
cut significantly. Investments by the 
U.S. and other countries have greatly 
increased how many HIV-positive 
individuals receive treatment, but 
another 7 million are still waiting to 
receive antiretroviral medicines which 

are proven to reduce the chance of 
transmission by 96 percent.

In 2012 we worked with poli-
cymakers to ensure that the U.S. 
maintains its financial support for 
HIV/AIDS care and treatment. In 
November Secretary Hillary Clinton 
unveiled a blueprint for an “AIDS-
free generation,” a goal that many 
organizations including the MCC 
Washington Office support. While 

the blueprint lacks specific targets  
or a schedule for achieving this goal, 
it reinforces the U.S. commitment to 
ending this epidemic. This year we 
will be pressing the administration to 
ensure that the blueprint has specific 
targets and adequate resources. —pk
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Pentagon spending

After years of rapid growth, 
military spending has begun 
to slow down. This year’s base 

budget will be slightly smaller than 
last year’s, though still above the 
spending caps set in the August 2011 
debt agreement. Funding for war ef-
forts has dropped due to the with-
drawal of troops from Iraq but is still 
a steep $88 billion.

Congressional offices are increas-
ingly open to cutting the Pentagon 
budget, but the last-minute “fiscal 
cliff” agreement approved by Con-
gress cuts just $2 billion from the 
Pentagon in this fiscal year and $4 
billion in Fiscal Year 2014, less than 
one percent of the Pentagon budget. 
Studies from a range of groups say 
the Pentagon could easily absorb cuts 
of $1 trillion over the next decade.

Lawmakers have until March 
to determine whether they will cut 

more from the Pentagon as part of a 
deficit agreement. They need to hear 
from you! Over the past year and a 
half, more than 2,000 “Invest in the 
Future” postcards have been signed 
by Mennonites. More information 
on how to get involved is available at 
washington.mcc.org.

MCC Washington staff also pro-
vided leadership for a regional peace 
forum sponsored by the Mennonite 
Church of Normal in Illinois. Some 
of the participants in the weekend 
forum then visited the Springfield, 
Illinois office of Senator Durbin to 
convey their desire for further cuts 
to the Pentagon. We encourage other 
Memo readers to organize a similar 
event in their home communities. If 
you are interested, please contact us 
at mccwash@mcc.org or (202) 544-
6564. —rls

U.S. economic 
justice

Congressional lawmakers passed 
a deal to avoid the so-called 
fiscal cliff at the last possible 

moment. This deal failed to address 
important issues such as the debt 
ceiling and focused almost entirely on 
avoiding tax increases for the major-
ity of Americans. Unemployment 
insurance was extended in the deal, 
while potential cuts from anti-poverty 
programs have been postponed and 
could still happen when Congress is 
forced to address the debt ceiling at 
the end of February. Lawmakers need 
to continue to hear from their con-
stituents that deficit reduction should 
not increase poverty.

Included in the end-of-the-year 
deal was a one-year extension of the 
farm bill—a bill that contains agricul-
ture policy as well as some anti-
poverty programs such as the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP, formerly food stamps). SNAP, 
which is the largest program funded 
by the farm bill, could still see cuts as 
part of a future agreement. —je

Members of the Mennonite Church of Normal (from left, John Bertsche, Meredith Schroeer and Philip 
Dick) role-play a congressional visit with Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach. The role-play was in prepara-
tion for a meeting several days later in Senator Durbin’s (D-Ill.) Springfield office to call for cuts to 
Pentagon spending. 
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Immigration

Though there were many sig-
nificant developments in 2012, 
hundreds of thousands of immi-

grants continue to be deported each 
year, separating families and creating 
undue hardships.   

Obama administration: The most no-
table event of 2012 happened in June 
when the administration announced 
that some young undocumented 
immigrants (or “DREAMers”) who 
were brought to the U.S. as children 
may apply for temporary relief from 
deportation and a work permit. Earli-
er in the year, a new waiver process—
not yet in effect—for the “three- and 
ten-year bars” was proposed that 
could help keep thousands of families 
from being separated. (These “bars” 
are provisions of the law which pro-
hibit applicants from returning to the 
United States if they were previously 
in the U.S. without proper documen-
tation.) Also in October, Temporary 
Protected Status was extended for 
Haitian immigrants, allowing them  
to stay in the U.S.

In 2011, Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement released guidelines 
for Prosecutorial Discretion, direct-
ing agents to focus on deporting 
individuals who had committed 
serious crimes. It was hoped that this 
program would reduce the number 
of families separated by immigration 
enforcement activities; however, out 
of a review of 300,000 cases of immi-
grants in detention, only 3.6 percent 
were released.

Supreme Court: In June the Supreme 
Court struck down three provisions 
of Arizona’s SB1070 law, but upheld 
the “show-me-your-papers” provi-
sion requiring law enforcement to 
ask for documentation from those 
they suspect are undocumented. The 
Court reiterated that it is not a crime 
for an undocumented immigrant to 
remain present in the U.S. or to seek 
employment. 

Congress: A proposal to end the diver-
sity visa lottery, which allows approx-
imately 50,000 immigrants without 
family connections or high-tech jobs 
to come to the U.S. each year, passed 
in the House in November, but did 
not come up in the Senate. 

Congress failed to reauthorize the 
Violence Against Women Act. The 
Senate passed a reauthorization bill in 
April, and the House passed a version 
in June that would have rolled back 
many protections for immigrant vic-
tims of domestic violence. The House 
and Senate were unable to agree on 
a compromise bill before the end of 
the year.

Office activities: MCC Washington 
Office staff continue to work on these 
and other issues related to immigra-
tion. Staff co-led workshops at the 
Western District Conference assem-
bly and the MCC United Nations 
seminar. On the web, staff created 
a resource page for Deferred Action 
for DREAMers and are currently 
overhauling the immigration pages 
to make resources more accessible. 
Quarterly Immigration Updates, in 
English and Spanish, continue to be  
a popular resource.  

A new 12-panel display of migra-
tion stories will debut at the Men-
nonite Church USA convention in 
Phoenix. The MCC display will then 
be available for churches, colleges, 
relief sales and other venues. Also, 
Mennonite Church USA is holding 
regional immigration workshops 
leading up to Phoenix. Look for one 
in your area or contact our office for 
more information.

What’s next? The impact of the 
Hispanic vote on the presidential 
election sparked new conversations 
in Washington around the topic of 
immigration. For the first time since 
2007, immigrants and advocates have 
a glimmer of hope that Congress 
might attempt to reform our broken 
immigration system. Local voices will 
be crucial and there are many ways 
to get involved. Subscribe to immi-
gration action alerts (washington.mcc 
.org/alerts) to stay informed about 
pending legislation and grassroots 
campaigns. —ta

Crosses hang on the Mexican side of the border wall in Nogales, Mexico, commemorating the 4,000 
people who have lost their lives attempting to cross the desert.
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U.S. health care

In June the U.S. Supreme Court upheld most of the Af-
fordable Care Act (ACA). The one exception involves 
the expansion of Medicaid—the Court ruled that the 

federal government may not revoke all Medicaid funds 
from states which choose not to expand their programs 
using the new guidelines.  

The MCC Washington Office joined more than 60 
national, state and local faith-based organizations in 
filing an amicus (friend of the court) brief in support of 
Medicaid expansions in the ACA, arguing that they more 
completely address the original intent of Medicaid—to 
fulfill the moral imperative to assist those who are poor 
and sick. Also joining the brief were Everence Financial 
and Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship.

In 2013 the focus will be on implementation, educa-
tion and urging states to expand Medicaid. —ta

Fear not: Gun violence and 
domestic violence

Through a three-year campaign, 
Mennonite Central Committee 
U.S. invites people to Fear not: 

Seek peace in our homes, communi-
ties and world. 

Through the campaign MCC U.S. 
has worked to bring attention to 
the epidemic of gun violence in our 
communities. Download or request a 
copy of our “Preventing Gun Vio-
lence” guide, which provides theolog-
ical reflection, legislative background, 
and potential reforms to gun laws.

In the fall MCC East Coast spon-
sored a Gun Violence Prevention 
Storytelling Tour in Pennsylvania and 
Virginia that shared stories of com-
munities affected by gun violence and 
created a space for dialogue about 
an issue that can often be divisive. 
Participants in the tour had the op-

portunity to sign postcards 
to elected officials calling on 
them to take steps to reduce 
the availability of illegal 
guns and to restrict assault 
weapons and high capacity 
ammunition clips. Postcards 
are available for free from the MCC 
Washington Office.

At the end of 2012 national at-
tention was given to the topic by 
the tragedy of the shooting at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School. MCC U.S. 
Program Director Ruth Keidel Clem-
ens participated in an interfaith news 
conference on the one-week anniver-
sary of the shooting to call attention 
to the need for a faith-based response 
to gun violence.

In light of the shooting there is 
increased attention being given in 
Congress to the possibility of reau-
thorizing the expired ban on assault 
weapons. The MCC Washington Of-
fice will call on legislators this year 
to pass common sense legislation 
that will address background checks, 
gun trafficking, and high-capacity 
magazines.

The MCC U.S. Fear Not campaign 
has also produced resources on do-
mestic violence, as part of the focus 
on working for peace in our homes. 
The Violence Against Women Act, 
which funds many programs that 
address domestic abuse and has re-
ceived bipartisan support in the past, 
expired on January 1, 2013. The Sen-
ate version of the bill included stron-
ger protections for Native American 
victims of crime, who have often 
been victimized by those not living 
in Indian Country. It is our hope that 
this improvement will be included in 
any version passed in 2013. —je

Fred Kauffman, Philadelphia Program Coor- 
dinator for MCC East Coast, speaks during  
the Gun Violence Prevention Storytelling Tour.

Faith-based advocates rally in front of the Supreme Court. 
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How to be an advocate

Visiting a legislator’s office, either 
locally or in Washington, D.C., 
is the most effective way for a 

citizen to do advocacy. Congressional 
recesses are an excellent time to meet 
locally with your legislator.

 ■ Schedule ahead, preferably at least 
two weeks in advance, specifying 
the issue you wish to discuss. Men-
tion a preferred date and length of 
meeting as well as the number of 
people coming. 

 ■ Choose a specific issue to discuss 
and assign roles if you are visiting 
as a group.

 ■ Prepare for the visit by researching 
information on your legislator’s 
co-sponsorship of bills and previ-
ous votes. The MCC Washington 
Office is happy to help with this.

 ■ Leave materials. It is useful to bring 
supporting materials or position 
papers to leave with the person you 
meet.

 ■ Write a follow up letter thanking the 
legislator or staff member for the 
meeting. Reiterate your position. 

 ■ Let the MCC Washington Office know 
how it went!

Other ways to connect with your 
elected representatives include phone 
calls, letters and emails. Letters and 
emails are an excellent means to 
educate and persuade your member 
of Congress. Typed or neatly hand-
written letters on personal stationery 
denote sincere, grassroots interest 
and generally receive more attention 

than form letters, postcards, or peti-
tions. Emails are good ways to ensure 
timely delivery of your views while 
providing a written record of your 
communication. When preparing to 
phone your member it can be helpful 
to write out a short script outlining 
the main points you want to cover. 

Here are some tips for phone calls, 
letter, and emails.

 ■ Keep it short and focus on one 
subject. Discussing current legisla-
tion receives more attention than 
general observations. 

 ■ State your purpose and be clear what 
action you are asking the congress-
person to take.

 ■ Identify the bill or issue. It is helpful 
to summarize and include the bill 
number or legislation title when 
referring to a specific piece of 
legislation.  

 ■ Personalize your message. MCC of-
ten provides sample letters as part 
of our action alerts. Personalize 
them and use them to guide your 
own letter. Be sure to identify your-
self as a constituent and include 
personal stories and connections to 
your district. 

 ■ Say “well done.” Thank your con-
gressperson when they vote the right 
way or take a courageous stand.

Most representatives also have 
Facebook or Twitter accounts and 
these can be good places to leave 
short messages letting your represen-
tative know that you are concerned 
about a particular issue.

*
*

*

WASHINGTON MEMO is published three times 
a year by Mennonite Central Committee U.S. 
Washington Office staff. Subscribe or change 
your address by sending an email to mccwash 
@mcc.org or by calling (202) 544-6564.  

Staff: Tammy Alexander, Jesse Epp-Fransen, 
Patricia Kisare, Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach 
(Director and Managing Editor), Theo Sitther. 
Heather McGregor also wrote for this Memo.

All biblical quotes are from the New Revised 
Standard Version, unless otherwise noted. 

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Senator ______________
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3121
senate.gov

Representative ______________
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 224-3121
house.gov

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111
president@whitehouse.gov

GET INVOLVED!

•	 Check	out	our	website	at	 
 washington.mcc.org. 
•	 Read	our	blog	at	washingtonmemo.org. 
•	 	Follow	us	on	Twitter at twitter.com/ 

mccwashington. Like us on Facebook  
at facebook.com/MCCWashingtonOffice. 

UPCOMING DATES

March 1–2
Citizens of God’s Kingdom
(workshop on immigration)
Wichita, Kansas

April 5–8
Ecumenical Advocacy Days
At God’s table: Food justice  
for a healthy world
Washington, DC
advocacydays.org

May 20–21
Churches for Middle East Peace  
conference
Washington, DC

Action alerts let you know when  
legislation on a particular topic  
is moving

The E-Memo gives you the high- 
lights each month

Get  
involved!
Sign up today at 
washington.mcc.org

Thank you!

A big shout out to the  
following MCC Washington 
Office interns in 2012:

•	Emily	Wilson-Hauger
•	Jacob	Kanagy
•	Kelly	Roberts
•	Sonia	Hsiung
•	David	Jost
•	Heather	McGregor



Follow us online

washington.mcc.org

Tell us how you are working  
for peace and justice!

 
Support the work of MCC

donate.mcc.org

Sarah Thompson brings  
the upside-down kingdom  

to Capitol Hill! 

After completing a year in Jerusalem  
with MCC’s Serving and Learning Together  
(SALT) program, Sarah Thompson visited  

lawmakers to share her experiences.

Connect with MCC!

Jesse Epp-Fransen/MCC


