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 Immigration Update 
A publication of the MCC Washington Office 

 

washington.mcc.org/immigration 
 
 

      Action alerts:   Sign up to receive alerts on immigration-related issues 
 

Monthly calls:   Interfaith Immigration Coalition 
Second Monday of every month at 4pm (ET) 
Call-in number:  805-399-1000; code: 104402# 
 

State advocacy: 
 

Toolkits: 

State-level policy updates and resources 
 

Secure Communities | Detention visitation  

 
 

 

U.S. Election 

New space for immigration reform? 
 

After the election, the media and political analysts focused on Latino voter 

turnout and how anti-immigrant rhetoric may have impacted the results. 

Regardless, there definitely seems to be a new bipartisan willingness to talk 

about immigration reform. 
 

Latino Voter Turnout 
Latino voters comprised 10% of the electorate in the 2012 election, up from 9% 

in 2008. Of those voters, 71% chose Obama, while only 27% voted for 

Romney, giving Obama an edge that helped deliver several swing states. 

Immigration policy was likely a major factor in shaping the Latino vote. About 

90% of Latino voters are themselves immigrants or have immigrant parents or 

grandparents. More than 25% know a deported or detained migrant, and 60% 

know at least one undocumented immigrant.  
 

Faith leaders call for immigration reform 

Over 150 evangelical leaders have issued a call for Obama to work toward 

passing immigration reform in the first 92 days of his presidency. During the 

election, Obama attributed lack of progress on immigration to Republican 

unwillingness to compromise. Since his party’s defeat, House Speaker John 

Boehner (R-OH) has indicated confidence that reform can be achieved.  With 

new momentum, a stronger legislative position, and the possibility for 

cooperation, Latinos and the faith community are insistent that lawmakers 

make progress. 

RESOURCES 
 

IIC Post-election 
Analysis Webinar: 
PPT | Audio 
 

IIC Blog:  New 
Opportunities for 
Immigration 
Reform 
 

CNN on Latino vote 
(English | Spanish) 
 

New bipartisan 
dynamics for 
immigration reform 
(English | Spanish) 

Violence Against Women Act follow-up 
Congress has still not reauthorized the Violence Against Women Act. The House passed a bill that 

would strip away many protections for immigrants, while the Senate passed a bill keeping those 

protections intact. Two state-level Attorneys General, one from each major political party, co-wrote an 

editorial arguing for the bill to not leave immigrant victims of crime unprotected. 

Fall 2012 

(May xx, 2012 

 

Take 

Action 

http://washington.mcc.org/advocate/alerts/signup
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/media/webinars/
http://washington.mcc.org/issues/immigration/states
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Advocacy-S-Comm-Tool-Kit-version-5.pdf
http://www.lirs.org/act/visitation
http://abcnews.go.com/ABC_Univision/News/evangelicals-obama-immigration-reform-92-days-introduce-bill/story?id=17708832#.UKPtvWeCCjV
http://xa.yimg.com/kq/groups/15650710/570266134/name/PPT%20Nov%2012%20IIC%20call.pptx
http://rs0796.freeconferencecall.com/fcc/cgi-bin/play.mp3?id=6054754700:833838-2
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/2012/11/12/post-election-reality-creates-new-opportunities-for-immigration-reform/
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/2012/11/12/post-election-reality-creates-new-opportunities-for-immigration-reform/
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/2012/11/12/post-election-reality-creates-new-opportunities-for-immigration-reform/
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/2012/11/12/post-election-reality-creates-new-opportunities-for-immigration-reform/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/11/09/politics/latino-vote-key-election/index.html
http://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2012/11/07/el-voto-latino-fue-crucial-para-la-reeleccion-de-obama-segun-encuesta/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/11/13/politics/immigration-reform-five-reasons/index.html
http://tribunahispanausa.com/portal/?p=34488
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0912/81048.html#ixzz26G3ocFCx
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Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)  

 

DACA applications increase  

By the end of October, approximately 180,000 individuals had applied for 

Deferred Action. This was far less than the 300,000 that had been expected 

by October 1. Some attributed the low numbers to uncertainty around the 

presidential election. By mid-November, however, over 300,000 applications 

had been submitted, with 53,000 granted Deferred Action. 
 

No health care benefits for DACA recipients 

The Department of Health and Human Services announced in August 

DACA recipients cannot receive certain benefits created by the Affordable 

Care Act.  DACA recipients will not be able to buy health insurance in the 

upcoming exchanges, receive subsidies to purchase insurance, or receive 
benefits under the Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
 

State reactions to Deferred Action 

In California, legislators passed a bill allowing DACA recipients to obtain 

driver’s licenses. In contrast, governors in Mississippi, Nebraska, and 
Arizona moved to restrict public benefits to DACA recipients, including 

licenses. Texas governor Rick Perry condemned DACA. However, Texas 

allows those with work permits to obtain driver’s licenses.   

 

DACA HOTLINES 
USCIS: 800-375-5283  
            (8am – 8pm)  
ICE:  888-351-4024 

         (9am – 5pm) 
 

RESOURCES 

washington.mcc.org/
dreampolicy 
 Fact sheets in 

several languages 
 Practice advisories 
 Resources from 

USCIS, ICE 
 
 

Spanish language 
resources on state 
driver’s licenses:  
 

Advice on Drivers 
Licenses 
 

Arizona Policy  

 

 

 

Recent articles from Mennonite Central Committee 

Revalidating traditional Mayan lifestyles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sheep on Ixil 
communal land 
(MCC/Tobias Roberts) 

In the highlands of Guatemala, MCC supports Ixil indigenous populations 

struggling with poverty and unjust economic policies. MCC is responding 

with agricultural and vocational programs and advocating for more 

government help for youth, an estimated 80% of whom are malnourished. 

Currently, many young Guatemalans see an escape to the U.S. as their only 

route to economic security. However, most would prefer to live 

economically viable lives at home, and MCC is working to help them 

achieve that goal.  Read more. 
 

Other articles    Profit, Loss, and Immigrant Detention 

 Welcome, the Sojourner, and the Work of God 

 Give me (your tired, your poor,) your high-tech workers 
 
 

STEM Bill to bring skilled migrants fails 
A proposal to end the diversity visa lottery and award those 55,000 visas to high-tech workers failed 

in the House of Representatives in October. However, the proposal may still come up in the post-

election lame duck session. A competing proposal by Representative Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) would add 

55,000 new spots for high-tech workers without eliminating the diversity lottery, which allows 

immigrants without family or high-tech jobs to come to the U.S. 

Related Articles: Welcome, the Sojourner, and the Work of God  

 Give me (your tired, your poor,) your high-tech workers 
 

http://washington.mcc.org/issues/immigration/dream/deferredaction
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-illegal-kids-20121002,0,4879720,full.story
http://www.uscis.gov/USCIS/Resources/Reports%20and%20Studies/Immigration%20Forms%20Data/Static_files/2012-1116%20DACA%20Monthly%20Report.pdf
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/2012/08/29/20120829feds-arizona-must-deny-dreamers-medicaid.html
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/politics/2012/08/24/miss-bars-benefits-for-deferred-status-immigrants/
http://www.governor.nebraska.gov/news/2012/08/17_deferred_action.html
http://azgovernor.gov/dms/upload/EO_081512_2012-06.pdf
http://www.kvue.com/news/Drivers-licenses-still-obtainable-by-deferred-action-participants-in-Texas-166959496.html
http://washington.mcc.org/dreampolicy
http://washington.mcc.org/dreampolicy
http://valentinilawoffices.com/es/blog/deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-daca-and-drivers-licenses.html
http://valentinilawoffices.com/es/blog/deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-daca-and-drivers-licenses.html
http://noticias.univision.com/inmigracion/dream-act/article/2012-08-16/arizona-licencias-accion-diferida#axzz2CsB3qYUg
http://www.mcc.org/stories/news/dreams-our-own-revalidating-traditional-mayan-lifestyles
http://www.thirdway.com/WV/?Page=7354|Profit%2C+Loss%2C+and+Immigrant+Detention
http://www.thirdway.com/WV/?Page=7539|Welcome%2C+the+Sojourner%2C+and+the+Work+of+God
http://peace.mennolink.org/cgi-bin/m.pl?a=994
http://www.thirdway.com/WV/?Page=7539|Welcome%2C+the+Sojourner%2C+and+the+Work+of+God
http://peace.mennolink.org/cgi-bin/m.pl?a=994
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Haiti:  Temporary Protected Status extended 
The Obama administration extended Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for Haitians and will continue 

to allow Haitian students on F-1 visas to work more hours than would ordinarily be allowed. 
 

Prosecutorial Discretion 
Case closures remain low:  Evidence suggests that Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is still 

not making full use of prosecutorial discretion – an initiative where ICE resources are focused on 

deporting individuals who have committed serious crimes.  By the end of October, out of a backlog of 

300,000 deportation cases, only about 11,000 cases (3.6%) were closed through prosecutorial discretion.   
 

428 inmates sign protest letter:  Four hundred and twenty eight immigrants at Broward Transitional 

Center (BTC), a privately owned detention facility, signed an October 15th letter to ICE calling for a 

more consistent implementation of prosecutorial discretion. The letter states that most BTC detainees 

have no criminal record, have lived and worked in the U.S. for a long time, have U.S. citizen spouses 

and children, have been here since childhood, and a large number are legal Alien Residents. 
 

9th Circuit Court:  children can’t ‘age out’ of green card process 
A federal appeals court in September ruled that immigrants who were under the age of 21 when their 

parents applied for green cards should not “age out” and lose their place in line when they turn 21. The 

case may go to the Supreme Court next. 
 

Mexico Caravan for Peace 
Beginning in August, a caravan of 80 people left the Mexico-U.S. border to begin a 6,000 mile journey 

across the U.S. to raise awareness about violence in Mexico, where 60,000 have been killed since 2006.  

Many Caravan members had family and friends killed in the violence.  After visiting 26 cities, the 

Caravan stopped in Washington, D.C., on September 10 for meetings and briefings with policymakers. 
  

State/local 
washington.mcc.org/stateimmigration 

 

 

Alabama:  The 11th Circuit of Appeals has 

blocked many parts of Alabama’s anti-immigrant 

law HB 56. A full list of protected rights is 

available in English and Spanish and a hotline is 

available for reporting abuses or racial profiling. 
 

California:  Governor Jerry Brown vetoed the 

Trust Act, which would have directed state 

agencies not to hold any immigrant for ICE as 

part of the Secure Communities program unless 

that person has been convicted of a violent 

felony. Brown said that he will sign the bill if 

certain changes are made. California also passed 

two pro-immigrant bills (SB 1064 and AB 2015) 

aimed at easing the burdens on families during 

and after detention and deportation proceedings. 
 

Detroit, Michigan:  Local residents were furious  

in October after ICE officials detained 

undocumented immigrants while they were 

dropping their children off at school (against 

stated ICE policies). Residents issued calls for the 

resignation of the local ICE director. 
 

Maryland:  Maryland voters approved a law 

granting in-state tuition to undocumented 

immigrants who attended high school in 

Maryland and met other conditions. 
 

North Carolina:  A two year Department of 

Justice review of Almance County’s Sheriff 

Office found extensive evidence of egregious 

racial profiling against Latinos and called for 

structural, cultural, and institutional change. 
  

Los Angeles, California:  On November 7, the 

Los Angeles City Council unanimously approved 

city ID cards for undocumented immigrants.

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=29a2c566e8c1a310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=68439c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://trac.syr.edu/immigration/prosdiscretion/compbacklog_latest.html
http://www.dreamactivist.org/breaking-428-detainees-sign-letter-from-detention-demanding-review-of-broward/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/09/27/justice/california-immigration-ruling/index.html
http://washingtonmemo.org/2012/09/13/caravan-for-peace-in-washington-dc/
http://washington.mcc.org/stateimmigration
http://xa.yimg.com/kq/groups/15650710/1907393039/name/HB%2056658%20What%20you%20need%20to%20know_english.pdf
http://xa.yimg.com/kq/groups/15650710/1865236431/name/HB%2056658%20What%20you%20need%20to%20know_spanish.pdf
http://abcnews.go.com/ABC_Univision/News/calif-gov-jerry-brown-vetos-trust-act-immigration/story?id=17360224
http://www.sb1064.org/about-sb1064
http://colorlines.com/archives/2012/04/a_california_state_legislative_committee.html
http://nbclatino.com/2012/10/20/activists-call-for-detroit-immigration-officials-resignation/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/md-voters-deciding-on-dream-act-law/2012/11/06/d539fe66-282f-11e2-bab2-eda299503684_story.html
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2012/September/12-crt-1125.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/09/id-cards-undocumented-immigrants-la_n_2102504.html
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Resources MCC Washington Office immigration page | blog | Facebook | Twitter 
MCC Immigration Education resources  

Direct Services 
 

ImmigrationLawHelp.org:  Free or low-cost legal 

help for low-income immigrants with more than 

900 nonprofit immigration legal services 

providers in all 50 states. 
 

ICE hotline for detained immigrants:   

24-hour, 7-day toll-free hotline to help detainees 

who “may be U.S. citizens or victims of crime.” 

Translation services are available in several 

languages:  (855) 448-6903 
 

ICE community hotline and email:  

(888) 351-4024  

EROPublicAdvocate@ice.dhs.gov  
 

Online Detainee Locator System:  

locator.ice.gov/odls.  
 

Reports 
*NEW* Increased Migration of Unaccompanied 

Children to the United States from the Women’s 

Refugee Commission. This report discusses the 

dramatic increase in children crossing into the 

U.S. by themselves. 
 

*NEW* Banking on Immigrant Detention,  from 

National People’s Action and the Public 

Accountability Initiative discusses Wells Fargo’s 

ties to the private prison industry and how it 

profits from immigration enforcement. 
 

*NEW* Privately Operated Federal Prisons for 

Immigrants: Expensive, Unsafe, Unnecessary, 

from Justice Strategies evaluates the human and 

financial costs of immigrant detention and 

Operation Streamline, which funnels immigrants 

to detention facilities.   
  

*NEW* A Citizen’s Guide to Immigration 

Solutions, by Public Agenda analyzes 

immigration trends and demographics and lays 

out possible options for the way forward. 
 

*NEW* Immigration Enforcement Actions: 2011, 

from the Department of Homeland Security 

shows removal statistics for 2011. Detentions 

were up 18% to 429,000, and deportations up to 

392,000. 

Detention / Visitation 
 

Detention access toolkit:  How to Use the New 

Access Procedures for ICE Detention Facilities 

from Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services 

explains how to request tours and visitation at 

ICE detention facilities.  Visitation programs 

increase access, transparency, and accountability. 
 

*NEW* These Lives Matter: The National 

Immigrant Justice Center presents the stories of 

individual immigrants in detention facilities. 
 

*NEW* Advocates Want Halt to Expansions of 

Prisons for Non-citizens, from Colorlines, 

discusses the shift in U.S. immigration policy from 

deportation to detention at tremendous cost to 

taxpayers and great profit to corporations. 
 

*NEW*Ten Reports Documenting the Worst 

Immigrant Prisons from the Detention Watch 

Network sheds light on the suffering that 

imprisoned migrants go through every day.  

 

Secure Communities 
*NEW* Seventeen months after the DHS planned 

a review of Secure Communities to prevent racial 

profiling, officials have announced they have no 

idea if and when they will complete it.  
 

Secure Communities advocacy toolkit from the 

Interfaith Immigration Coalition:  designed to 

give local leaders the information and resources 

needed to create interfaith teams to ask local 

officials to change their communities’ policy of 

turning people in their custody over to ICE. 

Websites: Restoring Trust | Turning the Tide: 

Restoring Trust 

 

Interfaith Immigration Coalition 
Interfaith Immigration Coalition Webinars 

(presentation charts and audio recordings available) 

 September: Family Unity 

 October: Farmworker Justice 

 November: Post-election Analysis 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  Upcoming “Breaking Bread 

and Building Bridges,” campaign February 15-

May 15.  
 

http://washington.mcc.org/issues/immigration
http://washingtonmemo.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MCC-Washington-Office/252778519270
https://twitter.com/#!/mccwashington
http://immigration.mcc.org/
http://www.immigrationlawhelp.org/
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:gE-grKs4CyEJ:www.aila.org/content/default.aspx%3Fbc%3D1016%257C6715%257C12053%257C26286%257C41519+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESjTPRU29xgLsIJjZhrSsd_ptJyomsoMljqhgRiD-ctkJ1IDzR_5HKTC4-NZX8pIdRsHg3vlrWvTIVszg7j_e9I2JMu-h2xSIjteAE3eM1JiAAzoWth7d0W_oAjA_EFd1WrVAnCK&sig=AHIEtbQtJFUhO-06uBglIcDOlGKgURMOvA
https://locator.ice.gov/odls/homePage.do
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/forced-home-lost-boys-and-girls-central-america
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/forced-home-lost-boys-and-girls-central-america
http://www.npa-us.org/files/wells_fargo_-_banking_on_immigrant_detention_0.pdf
http://www.justicestrategies.org/publications/2012/privately-operated-federal-prisons-immigrants-expensive-unsafe-unnecessary
http://www.justicestrategies.org/publications/2012/privately-operated-federal-prisons-immigrants-expensive-unsafe-unnecessary
http://www.publicagenda.org/files/pdf/PublicAgenda_CitizensSolutionsGuide_Immigration.pdf
http://www.publicagenda.org/files/pdf/PublicAgenda_CitizensSolutionsGuide_Immigration.pdf
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/immigration-statistics/enforcement_ar_2011.pdf
http://www.lirs.org/act/visitation
http://www.lirs.org/act/visitation
http://www.lirs.org/site/c.nhLPJ0PMKuG/b.5537769/k.BFCA/Home.htm
http://www.immigrantjustice.org/staff/blog/these-lives-matter-collateral-damage#.UKu2-GeCCjU
http://colorlines.com/archives/2012/09/advocates_tell_feds_to_halt_expansion_of_private_prisons_for_non-citizens.html
http://colorlines.com/archives/2012/09/advocates_tell_feds_to_halt_expansion_of_private_prisons_for_non-citizens.html
http://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/ExposeAndClose
http://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/ExposeAndClose
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2012/11/05/feds-delay-review-of-obama-immigration-program/1684885/
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Advocacy-S-Comm-Tool-Kit-version-5.pdf
http://interfaithimmigration.org/
http://www.restoringtrusttogether.org/
http://altopolimigra.com/take-action/restoring-trust-campaign/
http://altopolimigra.com/take-action/restoring-trust-campaign/
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/media/webinars/

