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Additional resources
These materials accompany the Peace Sunday worship materials 
for 2013. The stories, prayers, songs and litanies can be inserted 
into the worship service outline or substituted to fit the needs of 
your congregation.

Along with Mennonite World 
Conference, Mennonite Church USA 
celebrates Peace Sunday on the 
Sunday closest to the International 
Day of Prayer for Peace, which is 
Sept. 21. However, you may use 
these materials any Sunday 
that works for your congre-
gation. They were developed 
by Mennonite Church USA and 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S.

PEACE 
Sunday
2013
Romans 12:1–2, 9–21
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Children’s stories

Presenting the story
This would be a great story to act out for the children as it is slowly read . . . minus the 
broken noses and with clothes on! At the end of the story, each child could be given an 
apple as a way to help remember the story. Tell them that if they wish to share the apple 
with someone else, they may.

Place the web link to the story in your church bulletin with a note, encouraging the 
adults to read the complete story so they can continue the discussion with their children.

Story and presentation suggestions by Titus Peachey, Mennonite Central Committee U.S.

An apple for peace
Almost a hundred years ago the whole world was at war. In our country all the young 
healthy men had to become soldiers. The young men were trained how to fight and  
taken across the ocean to fight in the war. But there were some young men that said, 
“Jesus teaches us to love even our enemies, so we won’t fight. We won’t go to war.” 

The government was not happy with these men and put many of them in a military 
jail. This is the story of five men who were put into jail . . . and who used an apple to  
make peace.

[How could you make peace with an apple? Can you think of a way?]

The guards in the prison did not like the five men who wouldn’t fight. The guards 
were not kind to them. They beat one of the men so badly that his nose was bro-
ken . . . but still he would not agree to fight in the war. 

Then the guards took all their clothes away and scrubbed their bare skin with stiff 
brooms until they began to bleed. Still the men would not fight in the war.

It was hard for the men to be far from home away from their families. They wished 
they could go home and their families were worried about them too. Their families sent 
them letters and packages of food to let them know that they loved them and prayed for 
them. But the guards usually took the food and did not give it to the men.

One day one of the men, we’ll call him John, actually received a package from home. 
He was surprised and very excited. His friends all gathered around to see what he had 
received. It was a box of apples! Just as John opened the package the guard came in. He 
was upset that the package had been given to John before he had had a chance to look  
at it. 

John looked at the apples and then looked at the guard. He remembered how badly 
the guard had treated all of them. But then he picked out the biggest, shiniest apple, 
walked over to the guard and offered it to him. The guard seemed surprised and unsure 
what to do. He looked at John, then at the apple. Slowly he reached out his hand to take 
the apple. Tears filled his eyes because he realized he was being treated kindly by some-
one whom he had harmed.
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From that day on, the guard was kind to John and his friends who wouldn’t fight. 
They were doing what the Bible says in Proverbs 16:7: “If our ways please the Lord, the 
Lord will make even our enemies to be at peace with us.” John’s friend George said in 
this way, “We have tried to return good for evil and it nearly always worked.”

[And so on that day, long, long ago John and his friends used an apple and kindness to 
make peace with the man who was keeping them in jail. And the man was so touched 
by their kindness that he changed and decided to be kind to them too. Being kind to 
someone doesn’t always mean that they will be kind to you. But kindness and love are 
strong . . . and they are the best tools we have for helping all of us turn from fighting each 
other to sharing and making peace with each other.]

Based on the story of World War I conscientious objector George Miller. See: The record  
of George Samuel Miller, World War I Conscientious Objector Questionnaires, 
Plowshares, a Peace Studies Collaborative of Earlham, Goshen and Manchester colleges, 
replica.palni.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/gopplow/id/8098/rec/1

Peace books for children

Praying With Our Feet, Lisa D. Weaver
Publisher: Herald Press ISBN-10 0836193067

A young girl joins her parents and members of her church on a peace walk and along  
the way reflects on what she has learned about speaking out for peace.

Sensing Peace, Suzana E. Yoder
Publisher: Herald Press ISBN-10 0836195159

A vivid storybook that encourages children to look, listen, taste, touch, smell and  
feel peace. 

Big Red Lollipop, Rukhsana Khan
Publisher: Viking Juvenile ISBN-10 0761456201

Having to take her younger sister along the first time she is invited to a birthday party 
spoils Rubina’s fun, and later when that sister is asked to a party and baby sister wants 
to come, Rubina must decide whether to intervene.

Jungle Bullies, Steven Kroll
Publisher: Two Lions ISBN-10 0670062871

To get what they want, the larger jungle animals bully the smaller ones until Mama 
Monkey shows them all the benefits of sharing.

Thanks to Marlene Bogard, minister of Christian formation, resource library director  
for Western District Conference, Mennonite Church USA, for these book suggestions.
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Sermon seeds
The sermon ideas below offer different approaches to the Scripture text:  
Romans 12:1–2; 9–21.

Leo Hartshorn, Portland Mennonite Church, Portland, OR

1. Living sacrifice (vs. 1)

A sermon on this verse could explore the meaning of embodied sacrifice as a key form of 
spiritual worship. Background might be shared on the Old Testament sacrificial system 
and the New Testament understanding of Jesus’ death as a sacrifice. How do they differ 
and coincide with present day embodied sacrifice? Care should be given to distinguish 
between healthy and unhealthy forms of bodily sacrifice, particularly as it relates to 
women. Consider exactly how the martyrdom of persons such as Martin Luther King, Jr., 
or Oscar Romero might be considered embodied sacrifices.

2. Conformity, nonconformity, and transformation (vs. 2)

Conformity and nonconformity to the world may sound clear, but this sermon will need 
to bring clarity of meaning to these concepts. Is conformity to what is good or what God 
is doing incognito within the world a bad thing? When is nonconformity just an outward 
form of being unconventional? Concrete illustrations of a transformed life, particularly in 
relation to peace and justice, will be important to give flesh to the idea.

3. Practices of the Christian life (vss. 9–13)

Here is a list of Christian practices that are not simply for the individual Christian. These 
practices of love, zeal, service, patience, prayer, charity and hospitality form the church 
into a people who are able to live in the world justly and peaceably. This sermon can 
connect each of these practices to making a just peace church.

4. Live Peaceably with all (vss. 14–21)

This sermon could examine what it takes to “live peaceably with all.” It should be 
clarified how these admonitions are “unnatural.” Blessing those who persecute us. 
Associating with the lowly. Not repaying evil for evil. Feeding enemies. They don’t come 
naturally, easily or simply by self-determination. They come by self-transformation and 
a new mind (as indicated in vs. 1). And self-transformation comes in relationship with 
Christ through the community of faith. Care should be taken in interpretation of “assign-
ing vengeance to God” and “heaping coals on enemies.”

Betsy McCrae, Glennon Heights Mennonite Church, Denver, CO

Like a chemical imbalance in the brain, the value system of the world in which we live 
sends us powerful signals. These signals come fast and hard and have an immediate 
effect: You are what you own. You need more. Happiness can be purchased. Thrills are 
what you’re after. People are not to be trusted. Life is dangerous. Violence is necessary. 
Protect yourself at all costs. And on and on and on. One message after another. Endless 
racing, loud and bright. And sweeping us into a downward spiral of self-centeredness, 
loneliness, greed and despair from which we cannot escape.
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It takes a concerted effort to counteract these messages from our culture. It takes a 
concerted effort to change this pattern before it shapes who we are, before we are con-
formed to the value system of this world. If we truly want to follow Jesus, we must con-
sciously choose to think differently. We must focus on Christ. All the time, in every situ-
ation, even when it is very difficult to do. And we must practice thinking differently until 
this new Christ-centered thinking becomes who we are, until instead of following the 
dictates of culture, we are offering our very selves and the lives that we live to God.

Spencer Bradford, Durham Mennonite Church, Durham, NC

“The will of God — what is good and acceptable and perfect” seems well-distinguished 
here from what the powers and principalities of the world carry out by offering influence 
and station (“do not be haughty”), destruction of enemies (“never avenge yourselves”) 
and security (“bless those who persecute you”). Is “the will of God” whatever happens 
on the surface of history? Or is the will of God what introduces the contrarian dynamics 
of God’s kingdom into the currents of history — hospitality to strangers, patience in suf-
fering, harmony by humility, returning evil with good?

Every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we seem to assert the latter. When we join with 
Jesus in praying, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven,” we 
pray for a holy, nonconformed discontent with the present order . . . 

With minds transformed and renewed by hunger for God’s heavenly will, we can 
discern that the world does not have to be the way it is. The way the world is does not 
reflect the will of God. God’s will is for the world to be changed . . .  

We can change our minds, be transformed and renewed. We can offer our bodies to 
overcome evil with good, and change the world, drawing God’s heavenly future into the 
here and now. God’s will be done, really, on earth as in heaven.

Alan Stucky, Pleasant Valley Mennonite Church, Harper, KS

Be conformed . . . differently.
I must admit that verse 2 of Romans 12 holds a certain appeal for me. There is part 

of me that reads, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world . . .” and 
stands up cheering with some sort of anti-establishment glee. It appeals to the part of me 
that enjoys shaking my fist at corrupt systems and justifies a desire to simply be counter-
cultural. Unfortunately, this is not what Paul is talking about.

Romans 12 is not a license to be different simply for that sake of being different. Paul tells 
us not to be conformed to the world, but rather to be transformed into something new. Paul 
then spends the rest of chapter 12 describing what that “something new” looks like. He tells 
us not to be conformed to the world, but rather to be conformed to the Kingdom of God. 
The bulk of chapter 12 is not a tirade against the world, but rather a description of confor-
mity to the Kingdom of God. Paul simply recognizes that the world and the Kingdom of God 
are so different that to be conformed to one means not being conformed to the other.

Our task is not simply to identify how our world is broken and how the system is 
corrupt. Our task is to focus on becoming the Kingdom of God, which, when compared 
with the world, will illuminate where that brokenness and corruption is. Most important-
ly, however, focusing on the Kingdom of God also shows us the way past that brokenness 
and corruption and toward the peace that God intends.
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Prayers for peace

Prayer of Repentance

Even in the small schemes of our lives
there are times when we come upon the big mess
which we may or may not have caused.
The challenges given, the first shots fired,
volleys of words thrown like grenades,
the bodies prone, the revenge promised . . . 
war even on the tiniest scale wreaks havoc 
and rejects consolation through the years.
The fog of war never completely lifts
but the casualties are completely clear.
Trust and innocence blown to smithereens,
hope sidelined in the trenches
with bitterness like a rat
gnawing on grudges.
Jesus, make it stop.
Give us imagination
to see relationships restored
forgiveness offered
good will renewed;
give us vision to see this battlefield transformed.
We long for a field of winter wheat
green after the fiercest season,
friends embracing enemies,
an armistice to the cold war —
a white flag in the spring of peace.

Copyright Carol Penner
leadinginworship.com
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Prayer Against Violence, a Prayer for Peace

Perfect love casts our fear 
and so today we pray for your spirit of love on our world.
Cast out the strapping of bombs to bodies.
Cast out the explosion of bombs in crowded places.
Cast out the tricking of children to carry bombs. 
Cast out the desperation that leads people to terrorist acts.
Cast out the making of walls that divide and imprison us.
Cast out the firing of missiles and the bulldozing of homes.
Cast out the prejudice against people of a certain race or culture.
Cast out the political structures that perpetuate violence.
Cast out the hatred that produces fear.
Send down the courage to reach out in peace.
Send down the resolution to not return evil for evil.
Send down the creativity to find peaceful political solutions.
Send down the wisdom that politicians and diplomats need.
Send down the commitment to work together to end terrorism.
Send down the power of nonviolence to create change.
Send down the comfort and justice that victims need.
Send down the love that will end our fear.
We ask these things in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, Amen.

Copyright Carol Penner
leadinginworship.com

Kyrie for the city

At times we turn away 
from the poverty we see, 
from the jingle of change in cups,
God, have mercy.
At times we have no tears 
when another youth is shot,
God, have mercy.
At times we long for an open 
field and clear brook, instead of hard pavement 
and tall buildings.
God, have mercy.
At times we long for silence, 
as the sirens ring and trains clatter.
God, have mercy.
Grant us all we need 
to seek the peace of this city, Oh God.
Amen.

Written by Celeste Kennel–Shank
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War tax prayer

Dear God,
With the shock and awe of war taking up residence in our minds
And the logic of redemptive violence clouding our vision
We pray, we hope, we long for peace.

With feet firmly planted on fertile lands taken from native peoples
in a nation built by the labor of slaves
We pray, we hope, we long for justice.

With our tax dollars dutifully lined up to 
Buy warheads tipped with depleted uranium
And guided missiles launched from unmanned drones
We pray, we hope, we long for peace.

God in your mercy, save us from spineless resignation
To the empire of domination and greed.
Guide our feet, our hands and our dollars to do works
Of justice, peace and restoration.

God of Easter morning 
Awaken the fire of justice in our bones 
And the vision of a peaceable community in our eyes 
So that your will may be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
We pray, we hope, we long for resurrection!
Amen

Written by Titus Peachey, Coordinator for Peace Education, 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S.
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Prayer for peace

God, who calms the wind and seas,
whose ways are higher than our ways,
and whose thoughts are higher than our thoughts,
Only you can calm the raging of the nations, 
the impulse for war,
the eagerness to destroy another
in defense of our own interests.
Only you can take hearts of stone
and turn them into hearts of flesh.
And so we beg you to thwart the ways of policymakers 
who rush to war.
Replace their desire for war with a desire for justice and for peace.
Give us the courage to be messengers in word and deed of your 
Good News, to announce your reign to all peoples and nations, 
to Congress and to our communities.
Hear the cries of those who suffer as a result of war
civilians, soldiers, veterans, family members,
those whose schools and homes have been destroyed,
those whose souls have been torn apart.
Have mercy on them, O Lord.
May all of us together go out in joy and be led forth in peace,
people hand in hand with people, nations together with nations. 
Amen.

Written by Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach 
Director, Washington Office, Mennonite Central Committee U.S.
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Prayer for peace

God of the Universe, we come asking your 
healing for those who have experienced the nightmares of war
for those who have taken life 
and for those who are forced 
to live with war daily
for those who cannot forgive themselves for what they have done
and for those who cannot forgive what has been done 
to their Iraqi homeland
for those who suffer nightmares from what they 
have done and for those who suffer night terrors from war
for the children who live daily in the turmoil of war
and for those who have suffered injury to their mind and
soul as well as physical injury.
God, help us be the healing hand of Christ as we minister to those who come 
home broken from the war.
May we share with them the peace that Christ has to offer. 
May we be open to hear their stories and receive their pain.
May we share the healing Christ to those with injured minds and souls.
God, the Great Physician, help us not to forget the many Iraqis who suffer from 
the consequences of war.
May you heal both their bodies and souls.
God, we give thanks for your marvelous loving and forgiving nature when we, 
as human beings, have failed you.
We ask for your continued love and mercy. We pray in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Iris de León Hartshorn  
Director of Transformative Peacemaking for Mennonite Church USA
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God of peace, listen to our lament

God, the world in the Middle East is broken
And looks like it is falling apart. 
The war, a beast with massive power,
Continues his destructive pace.
Children, women and elders cry, hopeless,
Their tears falling on the desert’s ground and disappearing.
There is no place to stand in hope.
God, do you hear their lament?
They are in despair, their anguish is evident.
God, do you feel their pain? 
The desolation outside is a deep reality inside for them, 
Because dehumanizing forces of war
Viciously promote hate and rejection.
Are you absent? They don’t see you.
What they see is the face of the death.
Nevertheless, our faith tells us that you are kind and generous.
You are our God of peace.
We know you always hear the laments of the poor 
And feel the pain of people suffering. 
And yes, you always are present!
Say the Word and stop the evil!
Affirm your peace; bring back the joy of life for them!
Lord, help us to hear with your ears and to feel with your heart.
Transform and move our souls to love our enemies. 
Claim us for yourself 
And raise the flag of your love in us.
Then we will have the strength of our commitment 
To spread the heavenly gift of peace, 
To challenge the powers, 
To proclaim the justice of your kingdom.
In the name of Jesus, our Lord, we pray. 
Amen.

Gilberto Flores  
Associate Conference Minister at Western District Conference,  
Mennonite Church USA
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Readers theater
(With four voices: based on Romans 12)

All: Do not be conformed
1: Do not be measured
2: Do not be boxed in
3: Do not be shaped
4: Do not be molded, stamped, sifted or squeezed

All: by the ways and patterns of this world
1: like the struggle for power
2: the seduction of money
3: the lure of violence
4. the empty promise of the shopping mall.

All: Instead, be transformed and renewed!
4: Let God completely change you
3: Let the toxins of this violent world be washed from your mind.
2: Connect your life to the will of God,
1: so that you will know what is good, what is right and what is just.

All: Swim upstream! Go against the grain!
4: Show love and respect.
3: Share what you have.
2: Open your home and your heart to strangers.
1: Be willing to work behind the scenes.

All: Surprise your enemies! 
1. Share a meal with them.
2: Don’t take revenge.
3: Be at peace with everybody.
4: Overcome the evil around you with goodness and mercy.

All: This is a radical call,
1: not just a cliche.
2: It takes courage. 

All: It takes a community.
3: Are you ready?
4: Are you ready?
2: Are you ready?
1: Are you ready?

All: Are you ready? Are you ready to be transformed?

Written by Titus Peachey, Coordinator for Peace Education,  
Mennonite Central Committee U.S.
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Songs 
These songs also fit the theme of transformation and peacemaking and  
may be substituted for those in the worship materials or added as needed.

STJ Sing the Journey

Publisher: Faith and Life Resources, ISBN-10  0836193008

STS Sing the Story

Publisher: Herald Press, ISBN  9780836193695

HWB Hymnal: A Worship Book

Publisher: Brethren Press, Faith and Life Press, MennoMedia,  
ISBN-10  0836180011

STJ 16  “Praise with joy the world’s Creator”

STJ 49  “Rain down”

STS 113  “I will stand in the congregation”

HWB 166  “I’ll praise my Maker”

STJ 23  “Slowly turning, ever turning”

HWB 135  “God, whose purpose is to kindle”

HWB 363  “Renew your church”

HWB 367  “For the healing of the nations”

HWB 371  “Let there be light, Lord God”

STS 124  “My soul cries out”
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Remembering the sorrow of war
And the war drones on . . . 

After King Herod sent Roman soldiers to Bethlehem to kill all the young boys under 
the age of 2, we learn that their mothers, like Rachel of old, wept in sorrow and could 
not be comforted (Matt. 2:16–18). Warfare, whether fought with swords or with drones 
and smart bombs, causes great sorrow and suffering, especially when innocent children 
are killed.

U.S. drone warfare in places such as Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia is a high-tech,  
distant battle far removed from our daily lives. Yet in this undeclared war thousands  
of people have been injured and killed, including the children named below. Created  
and loved by God, these children reveal the high human cost of war. Let us mourn the 
loss experienced by the families of these children, pray for all wars to end, and for the 
courage to act faithfully for peace. 

Congregations may wish to read a selected number of these names during Sunday 
morning prayers for peace. Arranging a display of several articles of children’s clothing 
such as a sneaker or flip-flop, a shirt and scarf will further help to humanize the cost  
of war. 

Names were compiled from the Bureau for Investigative Journalism website, which 
reports that between 170–199 children have been killed by U.S. drone strikes in Pakistan, 
Yemen and Somalia.

Below is a list of children killed by U.S. drone strikes:

In Pakistan

Name | Age | Gender

Noor Aziz | 8 | male
Abdul Wasit | 17 | male
Noor Syed | 8 | male
Wajid Noor | 9 | male
Syed Wali Shah | 7 | male
Ayeesha | 3 | female
Qari Alamzeb | 14 | male
Shoaib | 8 | male
Hayatullah KhaMohammad | 16 | male
Tariq Aziz | 16 | male
Sanaullah Jan | 17 | male
Maezol Khan | 8 | female
Nasir Khan | male
Naeem Khan | male
Naeemullah | male
Mohammad Tahir | 16 | male
Azizul Wahab | 15 | male
Fazal Wahab | 16 | male
Ziauddin | 16 | male

Name | Age | Gender

Mohammad Yunus | 16 | male
Fazal Hakim | 19 | male
Ilyas | 13 | male
Sohail | 7 | male
Asadullah | 9 | male
Khalilullah | 9 | male
Noor Mohammad | 8 | male
Khalid | 12 | male
Saifullah | 9 | male
Mashooq Jan | 15 | male
Nawab | 17 | male
Sultanat Khan | 16 | male
Ziaur Rahman | 13 | male
Noor Mohammad | 15 | male
Mohammad Yaas Khan | 16 | male
Qari Alamzeb | 14 | male
Ziaur Rahman | 17 | male
Abdullah | 18 | male
Ikramullah Zada | 17 | male
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Name | Age | Gender

Inayatur Rehman | 16 | male
Shahbuddin | 15 | male
Yahya Khan | 16 | male
Rahatullah | 17 | male
Mohammad Salim | 11 | male
Shahjehan | 15 | male
Gul Sher Khan | 15 | male
Bakht Muneer | 14 | male
Numair | 14 | male
Mashooq Khan | 16 | male
Ihsanullah | 16 | male
Luqman | 12 | male
Jannatullah | 13 | male
Ismail | 12 | male
Taseel Khan | 18 | male
Zaheeruddin | 16 | male
Qari Ishaq | 19 | male
Jamshed Khan | 14 | male
Alam Nabi | 11 | male
Qari Abdul Karim | 19 | male
Rahmatullah | 14 | male
Abdus Samad | 17 | male
Siraj | 16 | male
Saeedullah | 17 | male
Abdul Waris | 16 | male
Darvesh | 13 | male
Ameer Said | 15 | male
Shaukat | 14 | male
Inayatur Rahman | 17 | male

Name | Age | Gender

Salman | 12 | male
Fazal Wahab | 18 | male
Baacha Rahman | 13 | male
Wali-ur-Rahman | 17 | male
Iftikhar | 17 | male
Inayatullah | 15 | male
Mashooq Khan | 16 | male
Ihsanullah | 16 | male
Luqman | 12 | male
Jannatullah | 13 | male
Ismail | 12 | male
Abdul Waris | 16 | male
Darvesh | 13 | male
Ameer Said | 15 | male
Shaukat | 14 | male
Inayatur Rahman | 17 | male
Adnan | 16 | male
Najibullah | 13 | male
Naeemullah | 17 | male
Hizbullah | 10 | male
Kitab Gul | 12 | male
Wilayat Khan | 11 | male
Zabihullah | 16 | male
Shehzad Gul | 11 | male
Shabir | 15 | male
Qari Sharifullah | 17 | male
Shafiullah | 16 | male
Nimatullah | 14 | male
Shakirullah | 16 | male
Talha | 8 | male

In Yemen

Name | Age | Gender

Afrah Ali Mohammed Nasser | 9 | female
Zayda Ali Mohammed Nasser | 7 | female
Hoda Ali Mohammed Nasser | 5 | female
Sheikha Ali Mohammed Nasser | 4 | female
Ibrahim Abdullah Mokbel Salem Louqye | 13 | male
Asmaa Abdullah Mokbel Salem Louqye | 9 | male
Salma Abdullah Mokbel Salem Louqye | 4 | female
Fatima Abdullah Mokbel Salem Louqye | 3 | female
Khadije Ali Mokbel Louqye | 1 | female
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Name | Age | Gender

Hanaa Ali Mokbel Louqye | 6 | female
Mohammed Ali Mokbel Salem Louqye | 4 | male
Jawass Mokbel Salem Louqye | 15 | female
Maryam Hussein Abdullah Awad | 2 | female
Shafiq Hussein Abdullah Awad | 1 | female
Sheikha Nasser Mahdi Ahmad Bouh | 3 | female
Maha Mohammed Saleh Mohammed | 12 | male
Soumaya Mohammed Saleh Mohammed | 9 | female
Shafika Mohammed Saleh Mohammed | 4 | female
Shafiq Mohammed Saleh Mohammed | 2 | male
Mabrook Mouqbal Al Qadari | 13 | male
Daolah Nasser 10 years | 10 | female
Abedal Ghani Mohammed Mabkhout | 12 | male
Abdel-Rahman Anwar al Awlaki | 16 | male
Abdel-Rahman al-Awlaki | 17 | male
Nasser Salim | 19

For more documentation on drone warfare, see:  
www.thebureauinvestigates.com/category/projects/drones/

130722bo


