
November 13, 2013 

Secretary of State John Kerry 
US Department of State 
2201 C. St. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
 

Dear Secretary Kerry,   

We are concerned that you have placed significant pressure on European Union (EU) Officials 
asking that they postpone or halt the implementation of the new EU guidelines banning the 
provision of EU financial assistance, grants, and prizes to Israeli institutions located in the 
occupied Palestinian territory and Golan Heights.  We are writing to request that you change 
your current position and instead support the full implementation of this principled EU policy 
and place similar restrictions on US financial assistance to Israel.   

The Commission’s milestone policy document regulates the EU-Israel relationship and 
effectively prevents illegal Israeli settlements built on Palestinian land from benefiting from 
European taxpayers’ money. The EU initiative is based on the commitment made by EU Foreign 
Ministers in December 2012 “to ensure that – in line with international law – all agreements 
between the State of Israel and the European Union must unequivocally and explicitly indicate 
their inapplicability to the territories occupied by Israel in 1967”. 

This EU position is consistent with the longstanding EU, UN, and US government opposition to 
all Israeli settlements established illegally on territories occupied by Israel in 1967.  It also 
echoes your recent pronouncements that “all settlements are illegitimate” and obstacles to 
peace.   

It is difficult for us to see how these guidelines, which codify a long held EU position, could 
affect the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations negatively.  To the contrary we believe that 
implementation of these guidelines might support peace efforts by discouraging continued 
settlement growth.  This is particularly important given Israel’s approval of approximately five 
thousand new settlement units, half of them deep in the West Bank, during October 2013.  
Ongoing settlement construction demonstrates a complete disregard for the positions of the US 
and the international community and establishes further facts on the ground that entrench the 
occupation.  This entrenchment runs directly counter to efforts to achieve a negotiated peace.   

In this context it is not the EU regulations that pose the greatest threat to your negotiating 
efforts, but rather Israel’s settlement policy.  It is this settlement policy that must be 
challenged.  Recognition of this reality explains why the EU Guidelines have received support 
from many mainstream Israelis who are searching for peace including former Speaker of the 



Knesset Avram Burg, the former Deputy General of the Israeli Foreign Ministry Alon Liel, and 
the Israeli peace group Peace Now.   

We strongly urge you to support the EU’s guidelines to ensure that European Union tax dollars 
do not fund illegal settlement activity, and to develop a similar policy to regulate US funding to 
Israel. These guidelines are a move in the right direction, making clear that all settlement 
activity is unacceptable, and they deserve your support. 

Sincerely,  

American Friends Service Committee 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Global Ministries of the United Church of Christ and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. 
Quaker Council for European Affairs 
United Methodist Church, General Board of Church and Society 
Presbyterian Church USA 
 
 
CC:  Shaun Casey, Office of Faith-Based Community Initiatives, US Department of State  
        Maher Bitar, Israeli and Palestinian Affairs, White House National Security Staff 
        Christopher Henzel, Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs, US Department of State 
 

1501 Cherry St.  Philadelphia, PA 19103 
202-483-3341 (AFSC) 

 


