
¡Adelante!  
Peace with Justice for ALL Colombians 

Dear Member of Congress: 

I am writing regarding U.S. policies in Colombia. I support the ongoing peace process in Colombia and 

believe that it is positive that the Obama Administration has expressed support for the peace process.  

But we need to do this with actions as well as words. For too long U.S. policy in Colombia has been 

overly militarized. It is time for all our policies to support peace. 

As part of this year’s national Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia I call on Congress to support Peace 

with Justice for ALL Colombians. 

The conflict in Colombia has continued for almost five decades. More than 5 million Colombians have 

been displaced from their homes as a result of the conflict and nearly 300,000 people have been either 

forcibly disappeared or killed since the conflict began in 1959. Colombia is the largest recipient of U.S. 

assistance in the Western Hemisphere, but of the $9.4 billion in aid that has been given to the country 

since 2000, 72% has been military aid. Only 28% of the aid money has been allocated for economic and 

social support. It is time to rethink U.S. assistance to Colombia as the peace process moves forward.  

I believe that the United States can help Colombia achieve peace and help all those who have been 

affected by the violence. And I urge Congress to: 

1.  End military assistance in Colombia. More than a decade of U.S. engagement with Colombia has 

been overly militarized and framed within a failed strategy of the “war on drugs.” As Colombia moves 

towards peace, the United States must do the same and restructure its aid from the military to social 

and economic development. U.S. aid should help to fully implement the eventual peace accords. 

2. End fumigations and provide viable economic alternatives to coca growers in Colombia. The 

United States needs to take a more holistic approach of addressing drug abuse as a public health issue 

here at home and rethink the “war on drugs” approach of criminalization, militarization, and forced 

aerial eradication.  Helping farmers to grow food crops instead of drug crops is a more sustainable 

solution. 

3. Support land restitution and return for displaced Colombians. As Colombia moves towards 

peace, U.S. assistance to Colombia should provide support for those who have fled from violence for a 

safe and sustainable return to their homes and their land. U.S. economic assistance should help those 

who are displaced rebuild their livelihoods. 

4. Support victims’ rights for truth, justice, and reparations. The victims of the violence in Colombia 

have the right to learn the truth about what took place, define what it means to have justice, and 

receive reparations for the harm that was caused. The United States can support the most vulnerable by 

supporting efforts for truth, justice, and reparations. 

I thank you for your help and support for the people in Colombia and your commitment to peace with 

justice. 

Sincerely, 


