
 
 

 

 
Invest in the future 
Cut Pentagon spending, promote peace, reduce poverty, protect God’s creation 
  
  
True security will come not from the military, but from just economic, social and 
political relationships. The United Nations estimates that it would cost about $30 billion to 
end hunger worldwide—one-twentieth of the Pentagon’s yearly budget. U.S. respect for and 
investment in the well-being of communities, in this country and around the world, would go a 
long way toward establishing meaningful and lasting security.  
 
U.S. military spending levels remain historically high. After a decade of rapid growth, 
Pentagon spending has started to slow, in part due to the troop withdrawals from Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Despite these reductions, Pentagon spending remains at a historically high level. 
Viewed in comparison to worldwide spending, the U.S. spends more on its military than the 
next 10 countries combined, and many of these are our allies.  
 
Pentagon spending is the least efficient job creator. For every 100 jobs created by 
Pentagon spending, the same investment would create 238 jobs in education, 153 in health care, 
or 150 in clean energy, according to a study by the Political Economy Research Institute of the 
University of Massachusetts.  
  
There is plenty of waste in the Pentagon budget. A 2011 report by the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) showed that cost overruns alone for weapons systems had added 
$135 billion to the Pentagon budget. The Commission on Wartime Contracting found an 
estimated $31 billion-$60 billion in waste and fraud related to the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The Department of Defense is the only federal agency that still is not able to pass 
an audit.  
 
The U.S. should move away from an expensive and unnecessary reliance on nuclear 
weapons. More than 20 years after the end of the Cold War, the U.S. is still funding a nuclear 
weapons arsenal designed to overpower the Soviet Union. The country’s current stockpile in 
excess of 5,000 nuclear warheads provides more than enough firepower to destroy the planet 
several times over. Yet the Pentagon seeks increased funding for these weapons. 
 
  
  
 


