
« For there shall be a sowing of peace; the vine shall yield its fruit, the ground shall give its produce, and the 
skies shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things ».

Zechariah 8:11

Anna Vogt
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Introduction 
For the past 11 years, churches in North America, Colombia, and other 
countries have participated in the Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia 
(DOPA). This annual campaign has mobilized thousands of people of faith to 
pray with their congregations and to take action, advocating for the Colombian 
and U.S. governments to work towards ending the armed conflict in Colombia.
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The materials in this packet contain worship resources for the 2016 celebration 
of DOPA, including suggested music, prayers, litanies, and reflections. Feel free 
to use any of the resources that best fit into your congregation’s worship service. 
This material is a guide, and we invite you to be creative in the development 
of different activities that help people to understand the conflict as well as 
call them to action, promoting messages that support peace in Colombia.

The 11th celebration of DOPA will be held the May 22 & 23, 2016, and its 
theme is “Building Peace from the Ground Up.” It is a great opportunity to 
PRAY and ACT for peace in Colombia; however, if this year’s dates do not 
work well for your congregation, please feel free to use these resources at 
another moment that suits your schedule. Whenever you plan to celebrate 
DOPA, it is important to prepare your congregation by including facts, figures, 
and stories from Colombia in the bulletins leading up to the celebration. 

We appreciate you letting us know if your congregation participates in DOPA. We 
would like to share how you participated with other churches and organizations, 
as well as receive a short note about your participation. Please feel free to share 
this information on Twitter via #DOPA2016, or you may upload photos, videos and 
comments on the Facebook page called “Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia.” 

Context
Since November 2012, the Colombian government and the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC-EP), the largest guerrilla group, have participated in peace 
dialogues to end their armed conflict. Three years later, the parties have reached 
agreements on four of the six points on the agenda.
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On March 30, 2016, 
the Colombian 
government and the 
National Liberation 
Army (ELN), the 
second largest 
guerrilla group, 
publicly announced 
that they will begin 
formal negotiations 
to end their armed 
conflict and bring 
an end to political 

Jardely Martínez

A peace agreement between the Colombian 
government and the guerrilla groups could 
mark an end to the longest and most brutal 
armed conflict in the Western Hemisphere, a 
bloody war that has ravaged the country for over 
half a century and, since 1984, has generated 
well over seven million victims. According to 
the report “Basta Ya!”1 more than 220,000 
people have lost their lives in the conflict, 
of which over 80 percent were civilians; the 
human cost of war includes more than 45,000 
forced disappearances, an enormous number 
of unrecognized sexual violence cases, and 
over 6 million people forcibly displaced. These 
victims have been the result of the actions 
of many armed groups, including Colombian 
government forces, paramilitary groups which 
operate with the acquiescence or active 
collaboration of government forces, and FARC 
guerrillas.
Beginning in 2000, a U.S. policy and aid 
package known as Plan Colombia intensified 

the military conflict. The United States 
provided Colombia with 9.94 billion dollars in 
aid over the course of 15 years, 71 percent of 
which went to Colombia’s security forces. 

For more on the human cost of war, see this 
infographic2 http://www.lawg.org/storage/

documents/Col_Costs_fnl.pdf by the Latin 
America Working Group. 
For more on the human rights costs during 
Plan Colombia, see this infographic3 http://

lawg.org/storage/documents/Human_

Rights_Costs_during_Plan_Colombia.pdf

Currently, one of the greatest concerns of  
Colombian civil society is the increase in 
activity of neo-paramilitary groups. One such 
group, the Autodefensas Gaitanistas de 
Colombia, called an armed strike for March 
31-April 1, 2016 in different departments, 
such as Chocó, Córdoba, Antioquia, and 
Sucre. The communities were affected by 
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violent actions, transportation restrictions, closing of businesses, and restrictions of 
worship meetings. This situation created a lot of fear in the general population; however, the 
churches held prayer meetings and vigils to ask for protection from God and an end to the 
violence in their territories.  

At this critical juncture, the United States has a moral obligation to play a supportive role in 
constructing peace. USAID will be the leading international donor agency and its 15 years 
of experience in Colombia not only enables USAID to design effective programs but also to 
use its influence to leverage constructive changes in the Colombian government’s policies and 
programs. 

As the signing of the peace accords between the Colombian government and the guerrilla 
groups nears, is time to focus on “Building Peace from the Ground Up.” As one Colombian 
indigenous leader expressed, echoing a sentiment shared by many, “We have not lived a single 
day of peace... We want to give our children a chance to live in a country at peace.” Only a 
peace process that is well constructed and fully implemented can stop the tragic impact on 
civilians and help achieve the vibrant and inclusive democracy that all Colombians deserve.
___________________________________________________________________________
1 Centro Nacional de Memoria Histórica. (2013). Basta Ya! Colombia: Memorias de guerra y dignidad Informe
    general grupo de memoria histórica. Bogotá: Imprenta Nacional. pp. 20 y 32.
  

Advocacy Statement

Anna Vogt

This May, tens of 
thousands of people will 
come together to 
advocate for peace in 
Colombia and for U.S. 
policies that recognize 
that peace does not 
begin nor end with the 
signing of an agreement. 
 

Acting in solidarity with millions of Colombians struggling for a just, inclusive peace, we urge U.S. 

policymakers to: 

             Develop substantial, long-term plans to support and monitor the full implementation of a 

             peace accord in consultation with Colombian civil society, recognizing that “post-accord” 

             does not mean “post-conflict.”
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            Demonstrate strong support for the upcoming peace process the Colombian government
              will begin with the last remaining guerrilla group, the ELN. 

               Promote the complete dismantling of paramilitary successor groups and other illegal 
              armed groups, including a full investigation into the power structures and economic 
              interests behind these groups to ensure the protection of rural communities after a peace
              accord is signed.

              Scale up support for Colombian civil society and encourage the Colombian government
              to consult with the communities impacted by the conflict for the implementation of a
              peace accord. This must include particularly rural, Afro-Colombian, indigenous and small 
              farmer communities which have been disproportionately affected. 

This year’s DOPA theme, “Building Peace from the Ground Up” acknowledges the role grassroots 
peacebuilding has had in tilling the soil for the peace agreement, and the critical role it will play in 
nurturing a sustainable peace in Colombia. Churches and civil society organizations have strong 
roots, deeply enmeshed in communities across the country. These roots are more developed than 
the government’s presence in rural areas, and will be crucial to supporting and monitoring the 
peace accords as they are implemented.

Cultivating peace will require respect for each territory where it is planted, recognizing the 
unique issues of violence, displacement, and inequality that different regions and communities 
have experienced. There are weeds waiting to choke out the process-- other armed groups that 
want to see the accords fail. The first months and years post-accord will be critical for providing 
the nourishment and nurturing that the seeds of peace need to take root. Important tasks like 
monitoring the funds given to local and national government institutions, monitoring a ceasefire, 
and rebuilding trust at all levels of society.

As a symbolic act, fitting with the theme “from the ground up,” we encourage your community 
group or congregation to plant some seeds, representing the hope we have that peace will take 
root in Colombia in tangible ways:

         • Decorate your pots with symbols of peace and hope 
         • Take a short video or share a pictures from your planting party. 
         • Then share on Facebook and Twitter so Colombian churches can be encouraged by your 
           solidarity.

      How to Get Involved: Planting Seeds of Peace
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Post your pictures to our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/DoPAColombia where our 
Colombian partners will be able to see your work in solidarity with them. You can also tweet 
pictures to @mcc_la, @Justapaz_Col and @HRColombia using the hashtag #DOPA2016. 

Across our two nations we will plant ‘seeds of peace’ together, committing ourselves to re-
newed work and policies needed for a just peace in Colombia to grow.  

How to Get Involved: Contact your Member of Congress

After more than five decades of war, Colombia can finally see peace on the horizon. But pea-
ce isn’t guaranteed with the signing of a peace agreement; true peace with truth, justice, and 
reparations will take years of work. The U.S. government provided Colombia with 15 years of 
military-focused assistance through Plan Colombia. Now is the time to ensure that the U.S. 
government will support peace. 

As the U.S. government begins to plan for a new “Peace Colombia” assistance package aimed 
at implementing peace, let’s encourage robust and rights-respecting aid that recognizes that 
“post-accord” does not mean “post-conflict.” There are real risks that the human rights viola-
tions committed during the conflict can continue as the potential peace accords are implemen-
ted, so let’s make sure our members of Congress know how important it will be for our govern-
ment to help support and monitor peace implementation.

Contact your members of Congress and urge them to support the implementation of peace 
with truth and justice in Colombia. Look up your representative  and look up your senators to 
send them an email or call their office.

Sample Email to Congress

             Dear [Name of your Representative or Senators], 

            Colombia is on the brink of peace after the longest-running conflict in the Americas. 
            During more than five decades of war, Colombians have been subjected to forced 
            displacements, widespread massacres, kidnappings, threats against human rights 
            activists, and the social exclusion of indigenous and Afro-Colombian communities.

           It is crucial for the U.S. government to take this historic opportunity to back peace in 
           Colombia through robust and sustained support. 
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              I urge Congress to: 

             1.  Ensure that the U.S. government designs comprehensive, substantial, and long-term 
                  plans  in consultation with Colombian civil society to support and monitor the
                  implementation of a peace agreement with the FARC. 

             2.  Publicly demonstrate support formal peace negotiations between the Colombian 
                  government and the ELN, the most significant guerrilla force remaining in Colombia.
 
             3.  Support the demobilization, reintegration, and protection of ex-combatants.

             4.  Promote the complete dismantlement of paramilitary successor groups that continue
                  to threaten the effective demobilization of the guerrillas, the peaceful existence of rural 
                  and urban communities, and the lives and activities of civil society leaders. 

             5.  Support a transition towards a more traditional role for the Colombian armed forces, 
                  and bring internal law enforcement under civilian control. 

             6.  Strengthen judicial systems and expand reach into rural areas as level of impunity in
                  Colombia remain high, particularly in cases of attacks against human rights defenders
                  and civil society leaders.

            7.   Support victims’ rights to truth, justice, and reparations. The United States can support
                  the most vulnerable by emphasizing the importance of investigating crimes committed
                  by all sides during the war, including the Colombian military, and supporting efforts for
                  truth, justice, and reparations. 

            8.   Encourage efforts to improve the recognition of human rights and labor rights, 
                  particularly those of Afro-Colombian and indigenous communities whose collective 
                  territories are among the most impacted by the fighting in Colombia and who make up 
                  a disproportionate number of the conflict’s victims. 

                  Thank you for your support for the people of Colombia and your commitment to peace
                   with justice.
  
                   Sincerely, 
                   [Your Name]
                   ____________________________________________________________________
                                                                              1 See: http://www.house.gov/representatives/find/

                                                                                              2 See: http://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/
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No more victims! We cry out to heaven, 
although we know that it is on earth whe-
re many destinies are resolved.
From your holy dwelling, oh Blessed 
Lord; you look upon us with the sadness 
of a good Father who sees how his own 
children are destroying themselves, and 
his soul weeps, his history, his remem-
brance; because the heart, even God’s 
heart, before this infamy, suffers. 

You want us to live in dignity and 
only dying at the very end, as a child 
“knowing” upon leaving the womb that 
she will reach the fullness you created 
her for. 

For life which we emphasize, for the 
memory that we do not lose, for so many 
histories that demand justice from us, for 
desired peace, for dreams truncated by 
bullets, for the graves of the unidentified 
dead, for children who were never more 
than that, for the women, those who 
were killed and those who live mourning 
their beloved dead, for all who safeguard 
hope, and for hope itself;

WORSHIP MATERIALS

            No more Victims!

And for all the just desires, for my sister and my brother
And for myself tired of clamoring for so many missing
And for those present, we ask with weeping, Eternal Lord,
That life will prevail and that those bonds may be re-established which make of this earth
Your true Kingdom, and we your beloved and chosen people.
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                  Artisans of life

No more victims, because that is not your desire, you are that far away
So that your mercy does not reach us, your comfort does not cover us.
We forget that we are yours, and that we do not belong to the oppressor or the violent.
We offer for them, your presence and testimony, receive them
Together with this huge clamor of our hearts for your renewal. 
                                            Amen.

______________________________________________________________________________

                                   Reverend Nelson Celis of the Lutheran Evangelical Church of Colombia
Prayer for commemoration of the Day of Victims in Colombia

We are friends, partners
Together in solidarity
Artisans of life
Weaving our dreams and something 
more

We are women that learn
From our errors and our good deci-
sions
We are artisans of life
That from silence are reborn

We are life that sprouts
From obscurity and pain
We are women that walk
Sowing with each step peace and love

We are women with a new gaze
A new smile and a new dawn
We are women that demand 
Our rights soon to be established

We are sisters, partners
Builders of our path
We’re betting on life
On justice, on hope, on equality
_______________________________
Ana Mercedes Pereira from the National 
Ecumenical Network of Women 
for Peace 

See the video at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GacSwPQe3VE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DGacSwPQe3VE
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Litany of Commitment

LEADER:  Jesus and his family lost everything when they fled their home to escape the 
                      massacre; however 

GROUP:  Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the kingdom of God!

LEADER:  The lands where you lived and worked have been taken over for the benefit of
                      businesses; however 

GROUP: Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth!

LEADER:  Jesus, the palms1 that were once waved to praise you now bring profits to 
                      those who persecute you. You are threatened, singled out, accused of rebellion,
                      imprisoned, tortured, and executed for promoting territorial, social, and 
                      environmental justice; however 

GROUP: Blessed are those who are persecuted, because in the same way the prophets
                      before them were persecuted!

LEADER:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

ALL:   And blessed all of those who follow in his footsteps!

LEADER: Jesus, we want to follow you; not as consumers who use up things, making the
                      few rich;

GROUP: But as caretakers of God’s good earth, and of all life that inhabits it.

LEADER:  Not as TV viewers, seduced by images and idolatry of wealth;

GROUP: But as visionaries who see the saving action of God through those who are poor
                      and persecuted.

LEADER:  Not as passive listeners of the lies spread by those who benefit from the war; 
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GROUP: But as active liberators of lives held hostage on both sides of the trigger.

LEADER: Jesus, together with our sisters and brothers who fight for life, 

GROUP: We join with You to make this earth a place where justice and peace will reign, 
                      and where greed and violence are defeated. 

___________________________________________________________________________
Alix Lozano, Mennonite Pastor

Taken from a national delegation of Christian Peacemaker Teams in accompaniment of the 
community of El Guayabo, located in the Magdalena Medio region of Colombia.

1 Refers to the displacement of small-scale farmers in rural Colombia by agro-industrial palm oil 

Franciscan Blessing
May God bless you with a restless discomfort
About easy answers, half-truths, 
And superficial relationships,
So that you may seek truth boldly and love deep within your heart.

May God bless you with holy anger
At injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,
So that you may tirelessly work for justice, freedom, and peace 
among all people.

May God bless you with the gift of tears
To shed for those who suffer from pain, 
Rejection, starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish,
So that you may reach out your hand to comfort them
And transform their pain into joy.

May God bless you with enough foolishness
To believe that you really can make a difference in this world,
So that you are able, with God’s grace, to do what others claim 
cannot be done.

Amen
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We Will Not Go Away From Here /
 De Aquí No Nos Vamos A Ir 

There’s a process in the South of Bolívar
Where we are trying to settle a lot of things
And there’s a government that is lying
And even kills us to silence us

CHORUS: 
//We will not go away from here
We will stay here
And we must fight
In order to survive//

We belong to the federation
And there we all are united in our struggle
We have a roundtable dialogue
There we sit down with many friends

There we present all of our problems
So that the government can listen to us                                                         Anna Vogt

We are already tired of so much war
The moment has arrived to seek peace

CHORUS
                                                                                                                         
If you would learn about all that we have lived
In this story that I’m telling you
There they have killed many of our friends
And the seed has been poisoned

CHORUS
______________________________________________________________________
Community of Las Pavas. Les voy a contar la historia (I’m going to tell you the 
story). Magdalena Medio Region.
Listen to the song at: 
 https://soundcloud.com/memoriahistorica/pista-13?in=memoriahistorica/sets/les-voy-a-can-
tar-la-historia

https://soundcloud.com/memoriahistorica/pista-13%3Fin%3Dmemoriahistorica/sets/les-voy-a-cantar-la-historia
https://soundcloud.com/memoriahistorica/pista-13%3Fin%3Dmemoriahistorica/sets/les-voy-a-cantar-la-historia
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Reflection: Remembering Jesus of Nazareth 
this Easter

According to the Pew Research Center in Washington, the Catholic population in 
Colombia is estimated at 38.1 million, or 82% of the total population; and according to the 
“Latinobarometer” foundation, only the 3% of Colombians belong to evangelical churches. For 
those 85% of Christians, then, the events commemorated on Good Friday and Resurrection 
Sunday, inaugurating the Easter season, have a special meaning, even though not all 
participate.

It is important to consider the foundations of Christianity, which should serve to inspire 
Colombian believers at this crucial time in Colombian history, when solutions for the armed 
conflict are being pursued to end the injustices our society suffers today.

There are two fundamental moments in Holy Week: the crucifixion – not just any death – and 
the resurrected presence of Jesus. The accounts in the four Gospels and the letters of Paul 
tell of the passion of Jesus for the Kingdom of God, the utopia of a world that functions as if 
God is King. This announcement was given at a time when Palestine was governed by 
Herods, rulers that depended on the all-powerful Roman Empire and proclaimed as their god 
Tiberius Caesar, their lord. 

The announcement of the Kingdom of which Jesus spoke about, according to the New 
Testament, focuses on the option for the poor and calls for distributive justice of the shared 
table. This is beautifully illustrated in Matthew’s metaphor of the final judgment in which 
faithfulness to the God of Jesus is evaluated based on what they did or did not do with the 
“least of these” to satisfy their basic needs: “For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 
I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit me.” 

This announcement was propelled by the force of love, the kind that means to “love your 
neighbor as yourself,” because this love is who we are, in contrast to hate that can dominate 
our emotions until we ourselves become hatred. This force of love, which invites us to love 
even our enemy, is what gives meaning to acts that put our physical lives at risk, because 
to take seriously the task of building the Kingdom may lead to death when confronting the 
powers that dominate. In the time of Christ, this power was incarnate in the Roman Empire, in 
the submission of local kings, and in the religious institutions allied with that power.



14

And so we come to “Good Friday.” Jesus takes a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, the capital 
of the colony, the seat of Herod and the center of religious power. According to what is 
written, he enters the temple; he questions the injustice of a religious practice condensed 
at a distance from the God he experiences, and proceeds to a symbolic destruction of the 
place that monopolized holiness. He goes on to detention, torture, mockery, judgment, and 
condemnation to death decided by the government of the time.

That is not the end, however. The stories of “apparition” that we commemorate on 
Resurrection Sunday, the first Easter, give testimony to an experience of a risen Christ; first 
the women, and then the men – his closest followers. They expressed this in parables that 
condense the whole truth of the Easter event: Jesus lives, and he is Lord. God does not 
leave us in the tomb, forgotten. 

In other words, the interpretation of his followers was that God resurrected him – saying 
“no” to his killers and frustrating the desires of his victimizers. This conviction caused the 
disciples to continue proclaiming Jesus as Lord in the midst of an empire that only permitted 
that title to Caesar. It proclaimed a shared table – an equal distribution of goods. 

Although the practices of Christians do not always correspond to the testimony of Jesus, his 
presence animates and imbues realities like the Colombian context: where injustice is the 
rule, where the government, even in dialogue with the guerrillas, insists on affirming that the 
current social model which produces such inequality is not up for debate; where the empire 
of the transnationals that hoard land determine the agrarian policies against distributive 
justice; where victims of crimes committed by the powerful multiply by the thousands. 
The passion of Christ is repeated in Colombia; but also the force of his presence, which 
encourages us to work to build a society that functions as though God were the ruler. 

_________________________________________________________________________
Abilio Peña, La Comisión Intereclesial de Justicia y Paz (Intereclesial Justice & Peace   

Anna Vogt
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     Our Father of the Martyrs 

Our Father of the poor and the marginalized
Our Father of the martyrs and the tortured

Your name is sanctified in whoever dies to defend life;
Your name is glorified when justice is our measure.
Your kingdom is one of freedom, of fraternity, peace and communion.
Cursed be all violence that devours humankind with repression. 

Oh… Oh… Oh…

May your will be done, you are the true liberator God.
We will not follow the doctrines concocted by the oppressive power.
We ask for the bread of life, the bread of hope, the bread of the poor;
The bread that brings humanity and restores humankind rather than cannons.

Oh… Oh… Oh…

Forgive us when because of fear we remain quiet before death;
Forgive and destroy the rule of corruption as the strongest law.
Protect us from wickedness, from the domineering and the murderers;
Our revolutionary Father God, Brother of the poor, God of the oppressed.

Oh… Oh… Oh… 
Listen to the song at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bs-N3pdHDQ 

Jardely Martínez

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D-bs-N3pdHDQ
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Litany: Jesus Christ Our Hope 

Leader:        We are a people that walk with hope. Laying on You our hopelessness. 

ALL:            Thank you, Lord, for inviting us to rest. We come to You without delay.

Leader: Our countries cry out for You. With pain and anguish today they call to You.

ALL:             Thank you, Lord, for inviting us to rest. We come to You without delay.

Leader:  We are the face of the weak and the poor. You know us well, Oh God our
                      Father.

ALL:             Thank you, Lord, for inviting us to rest. We come to You without delay.

Leader:   You are the permanent hope of the starving, sad, and destitute.

ALL:              Thank you, Lord, for inviting us to rest. We come to You without delay.

Leader:   We are witnesses of violence and corruption. But You guard us as our 
                       good friend.

ALL:   Thank you, Lord, for inviting us to rest. We come to You without delay.

Leader:  We lift up to you today our voices. May handguns be transformed into
                      harvesting tools.

ALL:             Thank you, Lord, for inviting us to rest. We come to You without delay.

Leader:  Hear, Oh Lord, our prayer. Grant us the desire of our hearts.

ALL:             Thank you, Lord, for inviting us to rest. We come to You without delay.

AMEN
_____________________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                Alix Lozano, Mennonite Pastor

     Taken from the Liturgy of the World Day of Prayer in May 2014 from the Movement of Anabaptist
                                                                                     Women Doing Theology in Latin America (MTAL). 
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If Just For One Minute the Weapons Fell Silent

I don’t understand, Lord, why from the mind of 
man
One day a terrible idea emerged;
To create weapons with his hands and sudden-
ly
Harm all those who surround him.

If man one day, in some way, were to unders-
tand
The harm that he does pawning these objects,
And on his knees before the Creator were to 
repent
The world would change and thewar would be 
vetoed. 

If just for one minute the weapons fell silent
The lament of those who suffer and cry would 
be heard;
There would be progress, and hardship would 
end
For all those who suffer and plead for mercy.

Weapons speak, but not the best language,
Their voices are heard but they do no good;
Continuous laments that express courage
From a people suffering amidst disdain.

Anna Vogt

May weapons fall silent and peace speak,
May justice be done for all humanity;
May mistreatment cease and violence be no 
more,
A shout of victory without a death toll.

May the newborn child never again hear
This saying that resounds and even hurts the 
ears,
That has made man try to get revenge:
He who kills with iron also dies by iron.

May the weapons fall silent we shout all over,
May we no more hear man cry;
Let us allow Christ to reign with his power,
So that one day, the whole world may enjoy 
peace

________________________________________
                                      Pastor Diego Martínez 
         Mennonite Brethren Church of Colombia 
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Video
 Etni Torres from the Community of Las Pavas

https://vimeo.com/71375937

Etni Torres is known for his lyrical storytelling; his vallenato can easily transport you to the lush 
green that surrounds the humid farms and oil palms trees of the community of Las Pavas. For 
the last two decades this small community of 123 families have been nonviolently struggling to 
prevent their displacement by an expansionist palm oil company. Etni has been at the forefront 
of this resistance. His music tells the story of the community’s history, struggle and aspiration. In 
2013 his songs were included in the award winning documentary Les Voy a Contar la Historia, an 
invitation to story of Las Pavas through song. He has performed both nationally and internationally.

Anna Vogt

Prayer Requests For Colombia
Prayer requests for Chocó:

1. For our youth, that they may have 
           opportunities to get ahead (studies and 
           decent jobs) that will allow them to contribute
           to their communities

2. For our political leaders: that they may 
           administrate with honesty, equality, and social
           justice, so that we can see Chocó develop.

3. For education: so that learning and teaching
           may be effective and that teachers and 
           students take on their tasks responsibly.

4. For our church: that it may fulfill its role of 
           being salt and light, and may come to be 
           an alternative community in the place where
           it is located.

Nelly Mosquera, Iglesia Jerusalén de los Hermanos Menonitas del Chocó

 (Jerusalem Mennonite Brethren Church of Chocó)

https://vimeo.com/71375937%0D
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Some communities have been affected by the interests of mega-projects and control of 
armed groups. We ask for your prayers for men and women who defend the rights to 
the land and territory in Colombia; especially for those who for this reason have been 
unjustly imprisoned and threatened. We ask God to encourage them and give wisdom to 
their lawyers to defend them.                              
                                                                         Angélica Rincón Alonso, Justapaz.

We ask for prayers for the United States and its policy makers. We pray for God to guide 
them in making decisions that contribute to sustainable peace in Colombia, rather than 
war.                                                   
                                                         Amy Eanes, Mennonite Central Committee.

Recently elected local governments in the Montes de María region show a new interest 
in working for peace alongside civil society initiatives.  Historically, this region, and Sucre 
specifically, has housed some of the most corrupt governments, with governors, mayors 
and more participating in paramilitary activity (para-politics).  We pray that this new 
government may truly listen to the people and incorporate their ideas in development 
plans.  We believe in the power of reconciliation, as taught us by Jesus, and pray for 
that between all sectors working in Montes de María - civil society, government, private 
business, and more.  May God guide each one to work together towards holistic peace 
in Montes de María.                                                      
                                                                                         Jes Buller, Sembrandopaz.

Jardely Martínez
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