
by Theo Sitther

The debate was intense. Politicians
on both sides were fired up. The
public advocated for change.

But when it came down to the crucial
moment, Congress failed to pass the
Comprehensive Immigration Reform
Act of 2007, a bill that would have
provided legal status and a path to citi-
zenship for approximately 12 million
undocumented immigrants.
Since the summer of 2007 immi-

gration reform has not been taken up
by Congress. Notably missing from
the ongoing debate is a serious and
honest discussion of why so many
immigrants, more than 80 percent of
whom are from Latin America, come
to the United States.
Immigrants often leave their home

communities and culture to travel hun-
dreds of miles across an unforgiving
desert, often falling victim to smug-
glers and the elements. Immigrants
arrive in the United States, where they
face discrimination, harassment, poor
labor conditions and a culture of un-
welcome.
And yet, over the years, the flow of

people entering the United States with-
out documents has steadily risen. (In
recent years the immigration rate has
dropped slightly, but has maintained
an overall rise since the early 1990s).
There are many reasons why peo-

ple leave their homes. One of the lead-
ing reasons is economic. People who

are caught in a cycle of poverty catch
a glimpse of a better life in the United
States and leave.
According to the United Nations

Millennium Project, “more than one
billion people live on less than one
dollar a day [and] . . . another 2.7
billion live on less than two dollars
per day.” And U.S. policies have often
played a role in exacerbating this vi-
cious cycle.
U.S. trade and agricultural policies

have played a direct role in the increase
of immigrants from LatinAmerica. The
NorthAmerican Free TradeAgreement
(NAFTA), a trade deal between the
United States, Canada and Mexico, was
implemented in 1994. The agreement
enjoyed bipartisan support.
As a way of selling the measure to

the public President Bill Clinton said,
“There will be less illegal immigration
because more Mexicans will be able
to support their children by staying
home.” This promise never panned out.
At the time of NAFTA’s implemen-

tation the number of undocumented
immigrants in the U.S. was about 3.9
million. The current figure is about
12 million, three times as many. More
than two million Mexican corn farm-
ers alone lost their livelihoods. NAFTA
opened up Mexico’s markets and
forced small Mexican farmers to com-
pete with large U.S. agri-business.
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“We reject our country’s
mistreatment of immigrants,
repent of our silence, and
commit ourselves to act
with and on behalf of our
immigrant brothers and
sisters, regardless of their
legal status.”

—Mennonite Church USA
Statement on Immigration, 2003

Tim Hoover/MCC

(continued on page 8)



The immigration debate is often
framed in statistics: 12 million
undocumented immigrants, 4,000

border crossing deaths, 700 miles of
fencing. But it is difficult to have a
productive debate about immigration
reform without looking at the faces
behind the numbers.
The experience of Mennonite Cen-

tral Committee workers in immigrant
communities within the U.S. provides
first-hand accounts of the effects of
U.S. immigration policy. The MCC
Washington Office works to translate
those stories into good public policy
recommendations.
One new immigrant interviewed

for the MCC U.S. Immigration Listen-
ing Project explained why he risked all
to come to the U.S.: “I have a son who
is sick. To buy his medicine and pay
for his treatment, we had to sell our
house and everything of value that we
owned and still it was not enough. I
had to leave my sick son and my wife
to come to the U.S. and work, with the

intention of returning in a couple of
years so I can see my son grow up.”
In order for us to model the com-

passion of Jesus, we must put our-
selves in the shoes of an immigrant.
Before crafting policy solutions, we
must consider how those solutions
will affect real people’s lives.
The office is currently working

to update the MCC U.S. Immigration
Policy Principles, last revised in 2007.
The seven principles outlined below
represent the proposed 2009 MCC
U.S. Immigration Policy Principles.
With each principle is included a small
snapshot of a story. To read the com-
plete stories, visit washingtonmemo
.org/newsletter/spring09.

1. Ensure a legal pathway to
citizenship for immigrants currently
living in the United States, without
requiring unworkable fines or
“touchback” provisions.
West Coast MCC tells of a family

who came to the U.S. from Indonesia,
seeking asylum from persecution and
violence. Their application for legal
asylum was repeatedly denied. As un-
documented immigrants, they were
afraid of being deported, but even
more afraid to return home. Because
the legal pathways to citizenship are
so mired in bureaucracy, many immi-
grants are forced to make this difficult
choice.

2. Maintain the current family-
based immigration system and in-
crease the number of available fam-
ily visas, so that families can reunite
and immigrate together in a legal
and timely way.
Former MCC Summer Service

Worker Claudia Jiménez knows first-
hand the difficulties of family separa-
tion. Claudia’s family moved to the
U.S. when she was 6, but Claudia and
her mother had to return to Mexico two
years later to fulfill U.S. immigration
requirements. Her father remained in
the U.S. to work. It wasn’t until Clau-
dia was 11 that she and her mother
were able to move back to the U.S.
permanently. Many families today
wait several years to be reunited.

3. Create just and fair guest
worker programs, along with ap-
propriate oversight mechanisms,
to protect labor rights such as fair
wages, employer choice and due
process protections. Provide the
opportunity for immigrant workers
to apply for permanent status and,
eventually, citizenship.
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Immigration: Real People,
Real Solutions

by Tammy Alexander

“I believe we would be wise to reconsider the effectiveness and cost
of a wall along our southern border. . . . Such a wall stands as a symbol
of fear and intolerance. This is not what America is about and we can
do better.”

—Senator Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), January 2009



One migrant worker told an inter-
viewer for the Listening Project, “I am
only supposed to work eight hours, but
I have to work ten hours and I’m not
getting paid for the extra time. I am
being exploited, but I can’t complain
because of my immigration status.”
Many migrant workers are exploited,
either because they don’t know their
rights or because they fear deporta-
tion. Even those here legally have a
slim chance of becoming citizens.

4. Ensure access to basic benefits
and services for those lawfully pres-
ent, while avoiding policies that seek
to deter access to public health and
safety services and lead to a culture
of fear and isolation in immigrant
communities.
Former Washington Office em-

ployee Krista Zimmerman met with a
group of migrant workers in California
in 2007: “All of the men talked openly
about their fear of law enforcement
officials and the unfortunate results
of that fear. When the farm workers
suffer crime, they rarely call the po-
lice. They worry about the immigra-
tion consequences should law enforce-
ment officials discover one of their
community is here without legal docu-
ments. Criminals know this fear exists
and intentionally target them.” (For
more about programs to protect immi-
grants who report crime, see page 7.)

5. Choose border security
strategies that protect community
rights, human dignity, and the
natural environment while opposing
policies that contribute to deaths
and increased fear in immigrant
communities.
Maria Lucia Martinez Nava, 26,

was one of an estimated 328 people
who died trying to cross into the U.S.
from Mexico in 2004. As the border
becomes increasingly militarized,
many migrants choose to cross in
more remote areas. In addition to
human deaths, border fences are also
severing migration routes for endan-
gered species and causing extensive
environmental damage.

6. Address political instability
and economic disparity in migrants’
home countries caused, in part,
by U.S. foreign policies and trade
agreements. Create incentives for
sustainable development.
Aparticipant in the 2007 Migration

and Trade Learning Tour (co-sponsored
by MCC) described what he saw in
an industrial park in Nogales, Mexico:
“Together we stood on a hill and
looked down on a community where
most of the workers of the maquilas
came from. As we looked over the hill
we could see the poor community with
its shacks for homes and meandering
dirt roads.When we turned to the other
side we could see a number of large
maquilas, modern U.S.-owned factories
and a row of nice houses for managers
of the companies. Two communities
stood in sharp contrast.” (For an article
on U.S. trade policy, see page 1.)

7. End indiscriminate raids and
detention for non-dangerous immi-
grants, while targeting enforcement
efforts on drug, weapon and people
smugglers.
Hiu Lui Ng, a computer engineer

from China who was applying for a
green card through his wife, was ar-
rested when immigration authorities
found he had overstayed a visa years
ago. While in detention,
Ng was repeatedly denied medical
care for what turned out to be a frac-
tured spine and cancer. Ng, 34, died
last summer in detention. (For more
on detentions, see page 6.)*
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Cold Wall, Warm Hearts

This past December I had the opportunity to take a group of students to the San Diego-Tijuana
border. We drove more than six hours to attend this special gathering to be held alongside the
San Diego-Tijuana border fence. Many people gathered to celebrate the migration of Jesus to
this earth and to mourn the many lives lost during their own migration journey.

During the gathering, I witnessed many sacred moments that will be engraved in my
heart and mind forever. It was the sacred encounter of families who have been separated.
Some of these families have waiting in “line” for more than ten years.

Families traveled for many miles to come together on this special day. Suddenly, the long,
cold fence that has cruelly separated them became warm by the love of human touch. I wit-
nessed couples touching each other, friends laughing, smiling and greeting each other, but
the sweetest and most heart-breaking moment was when I saw a young child forced to hug
her father’s leg through a hole in the fence.

God is the creator of family, the creator of unity and love. As Christians, may our voices
advocate for family reunification and may the warmth of God’s love continue to melt away
the cold barriers that separate families, friends and loved ones.

How much longer will we be a silent wit-
ness to the injustice of families being sepa-
rated? Do we want couples to become
strangers, children to find security and love
in unhealthy relationships? How long will
we allow God’s perfect design for unity to be
destroyed? We cannot ignore that our immi-
gration system needs to be fixed.

In the meantime may we continue to advo-
cate for all families who desire to be reunited.
For what God has brought together may no one
separate . . .

Miriam Cardenas is coordinator of the immi-
gration program for West Coast MCC.

Read more at washingtonmemo.org:
• complete stories
• flow chart detailing the
immigration system



We should support provisions which
allow opportunities to legally immi-
grate to this country.

3. We are called to speak out
against government policies when
they run counter to God’s teachings
(Acts 5:27–29). There will inevitably
be disagreements, of course, when
it comes to deciding which immigra-
tion policies violate God’s law. For
starters, let me suggest that milita-
rized borders—complete with high
walls, fighter jets and helicopters—
go against both the biblical call to
compassion and the call to place our
security in God’s hands alone.

4. God’s love transcends ethnic-
ity, income level, nationality and
legal status (Acts 2:1–12; Galatians
3:28). Current policies favor wealthy,
well-educated immigrants. There are
also significant racial disparities in
how policies are carried out, backed
up by stereotypes of “who is an immi-
grant” in this country. We must speak
out against discrimination and selec-
tive application of laws.

5. The identity of sojourner
(Hebrews 11:13–16; 1 Peter 2:11)
is fundamental for us as Christians.
While it is right to make ourselves
at home in the land where God has
placed us, we know that at some level,
we will always be foreigners. Our
Christian faith shapes how we see the
world, and that will be different from
how others see things. In this way,
we can identify with immigrants who
leave the familiarity of their homeland.
As the exchange with the congress-

man made clear, immigration is a
controversial issue even within our
congregations. But my prayer is that
we will stay engaged in the discussion
and that we will keep the One whose
family fled to Egypt at the center of
the debate.*
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A Welcome Mat for Some
by Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach

Last year our Spring Seminar fo-
cused on uprooted peoples. Par-
ticipants heard from the speakers

about the biblical call to welcome the
stranger as one who is native-born.
In one exchange with a congress-

man, the group challenged him to put
these principles into practice. He ac-
knowledged his high regard for the
Bible. But, he said, the texts that par-
ticipants cited are not relevant for our
context, with “illegal” immigrants
entering a nation-state that has clear
boundaries and laws.
The response from Mennonites

is often similar. Despite the fact that
many Mennonites came to this country
as immigrants, we are quick to clarify
that our ancestors came here legally.
Of course, this argument ignores

certain realities. Our country has
made it easier for some immigrants
to enter than others. Many who apply
legally face incredibly long waiting
lists. And dire poverty drives many
to do what they would not under other
circumstances.
So, how does the Bible apply to

this complex issue? Much has already
been written on this subject—see the
sidebar for some excellent resources.
Let me simply suggest some principles
to guide us:

1.We are called to be hospitable
to the stranger (Deuteronomy
24:17–22; Matthew 5:46–48;
Matthew 25:31–46). A friend of mine
decided that hospitality is the opposite
of violence. I would add that it is also
the opposite of fear, as hospitality can
involve vulnerability and even risk.

2. We are called to obey govern-
ment authorities, so long as they
are serving their proper function of
providing order and upholding just
laws (Romans 13:1–7). On this basis,
Christians should abide by immigra-
tion policies that are realistic and just.

Immigration Resources

Mennonite Church USA Immigration Resources
peace.mennolink.org/immigration.html

MCC U.S. Office on Immigration
us.mcc.org/immigration
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Scripture texts

Deuteronomy 10:17–19
Luke 10:25–37

Sermon reflection

These verses challenge us to love our God and our neighbor
with our actions. God loves the stranger, and so provides
food and clothing, instructing the Israelites to do the same.
Jesus called the stranger our neighbor: the Samaritan in the
parable loved the stranger in need, and so provided care and
shelter.
Are immigrants indeed our neighbors? Jesus taught his

disciples that the definition of a neighbor goes beyond our
comfort zone. Sometimes love in action will take us outside
of our boundaries of comfort. One of the challenges and
blessings of viewing those around us in love is that it com-
plicates many of our concerns.
National security is an important issue in the immigra-

tion discussion. How do we respond to immigration raids
that tear families apart? Some immigrants enter the U.S.
illegally, without documents. How can our response take
into account their reasons for leaving their home country,
their hope of providing for themselves and their families?
Love complicates our views and opinions. And it is

where our discussions about immigration should start.

Songs and hymns

Comfort, comfort O my people (Hymnal:
A Worship Book 176)

Whatsoever you do (Sing the Story 52)
Beauty for brokenness (Sing the Story 115)
How can I say (Sing the Story 117)
Christ’s is the world (Sing the Journey 62)
We are the body of Christ/Somos el cuerpo
de Cristo (Sing the Journey 64)

Prayers

God of the widow and the stranger,
you are made known in our Savior Jesus Christ.
Born as a migrant,
exiled as a refugee,
he knew the pain of homelessness
but taught his friends the meaning and challenge of love.
Lead us as we build communities
rooted in hospitality and justice. Amen.

—World Council of Churches, “In Solidarity with Uprooted
Peoples,” November 1997

O God of the harvest, despite the prosperity of this
good earth,
there are children in our fields,
children who work to help their families,
children who cannot go to school regularly
children who are exposed to pesticides
children whose parents cannot support them from
the wages they earn.

Bring a harvest of love into our hearts
so that we may work for justice in our world
and justice for the children in the fields.

—National Farm Worker Ministry
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Worship Resources

“You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”
(Deuteronomy 10:19)
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by Gabe Schlabach

“I was a stranger and you did not wel-
come me, naked and you did not give
me clothing, sick and in prison and
you did not visit me. Truly I tell you,
just as you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to me.”
(Matthew 25:43, 45)

In 2006 and 2007 Congress failedto pass comprehensive immigration
reform legislation. The number

of undocumented immigrants living
in the shadows increased. U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) responded by raiding homes
and workplaces, tossing immigrants
in jail and deporting them.
Hampton Roads Regional Jail in

southeast Virginia is one of more than
200 detention centers that ICE uses to
house undocumented immigrants as
they await deportation. Like many de-
tention facilities, it detains both immi-
grants and alleged criminals awaiting
trial, sometimes co-mingling the two
groups.
To its credit, Hampton Roads Re-

gional is clean and seemingly well
run. A relatively new facility, it boasts
an extensive medical facility not found
in most detention centers.
But it is still a jail, and most of

the immigrant detainees held there are
not criminals or “a threat to society,”
admits one of the senior officers. But
they are still treated as though they are.
The Hampton Roads jail contains

no outdoor recreational areas, which
means detainees can only experience
fresh air and sunlight through a single
open window near the ceiling of their
cell block’s gymnasium.

Detainees’ clothes (including un-
derwear) are stripped from them when
they enter the facility, and they are
forced to wear standard correctional
outfits.
Men and women—including

husbands and wives—are separated
and never come into contact with
each other.
The immigrant detainees may

spend a single day to several months
or even years in the jail.
Eventually, and often without warn-

ing, most are forced onto buses or air-
planes and deported.

* * *

These are the signs of an inhumane
immigration enforcement system.
On any given day, approximately

32,000 immigrants are held in deten-
tion. In the last federal fiscal year
alone, ICE imprisoned over 407,000
immigrants.
At least 83 immigrant detainees

have died in custody since 2003, ac-
cording to aWashington Post investi-
gation published last summer. Thirty
of those deaths were likely due to
medical neglect.
The Post also found evidence that

ICE sedated some prisoners with dan-
gerous psychotropic drugs before de-
porting them.
These facts are especially troubling

since many of the detained immigrants
pose no flight risk and no danger to
their community. By targeting and
holding them in detention, ICE is
wasting resources it could be spending
to focus on truly dangerous criminals

operating in the borderlands who
smuggle weapons, drugs and human
beings.
This shameful policy of widespread

and indiscriminate detention will con-
tinue until the Obama administration
redirects ICE’s energies or Congress
passes comprehensive immigration
reform that brings undocumented im-
migrants out of the shadows, provides
them a pathway to citizenship, and
addresses the root causes of undocu-
mented immigration.
As Christians, we cannot ignore

what is happening around us while
claiming to welcome the stranger in
our midst.*
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Imprisoning the Stranger
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Working with immigrants full-
time at Just Neighbors, an
immigration legal services

provider and MCC partner in northern
Virginia, has often made me feel disil-
lusioned and frustrated with the U.S.
immigration system.
I am horrified that an HIV-positive

man who was granted asylum in 2001
has had his public benefits to fight this
terminal disease cut off until he be-
comes a citizen. Immigration bureau-
cracy has made this possibility seem
like a hazy dream with delay after de-
lay in processing his residency appli-
cation. This man may not live to see
the day he is a United States citizen
since he does not have the same access
to assistance that citizens or wealthy
immigrants receive.
But despite this and other frus-

trations, I have more recently come
to see the U.S. immigration system
in a more positive light through my
experience with the U visa program.
U visas are available to immigrants
who cooperate with law enforcement
in the investigation and prosecution
of violent crimes such as domestic
violence. Policymakers created this
category of visa in 2000 to address
the concern that U.S. deportation pol-
icy has scared and discouraged immi-
grants from calling law enforcement.

This means that immigrant victims
who report violent crimes, such as do-
mestic violence, can be granted legal
status in the United States for them-
selves and their immediate family
members based on their cooperation.
I am grateful that Just Neighbors

and other legal service providers can
help redeem horrific domestic vio-
lence situations by granting immigrant
women legal status for themselves
and their children and the possibility
of re-making their lives in a “land of
opportunity.”
Nevertheless, the U visa program

must be better funded and staffed to
reach its full potential. According to a
January 26, 2009 article from the Los
Angeles Times, of the 13,300 pending
U visa applications, only 65 have been
approved and 20 denied. U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services states
that only two officers are processing
these applications, which explains the
lengthy processing times.
U visas are a crucial tool in protect-

ing immigrant victims of crime and
abuse. Congress should fully fund this
important program.*
Nancy Sharpe is an MCC service
worker in the Washington, DC area.
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Protecting
Immigrant
Victims of
Crime
by Nancy Sharpe

“While we recognize the right of nations to regulate
their borders, we believe this responsibility should
be exercised with a concern for the entire human
family in a spirit of generosity and compassion . . .
We call upon our government, therefore, to maintain
reasonable and just admissions policies for refugees
and immigrants.”

—National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) Resolution on Immigration, 2006. The Brethren in Christ Church
and the U.S. Conference of Mennonite Brethren are member denominations of the NAE.
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trickle down to all people. NAFTA is
now in its fifteenth year of implemen-
tation and this has never been the case.
Jayati Ghosh, a leading Indian

economist, observes, “The recent
growth was not inclusive. But unfortu-
nately the [current economic] slump
will be only too inclusive, forcing
those who did not gain earlier to pay
for the sins of irresponsible and unreg-
ulated finance, through their own loss
of livelihood and reduced living stan-
dards . . . The neo-liberal economic

model was always intellectually vacu-
ous, but now we know it is also dan-
gerous and destabilizing.”
The Obama administration faces

many challenges. As they work to ad-
dress the economic crisis, they must
remember to put people first. Scripture
is filled with examples of God’s con-
cern for the poor and the oppressed. In
keeping with this calling, policymak-
ers must work to design policies that
protect the wellbeing and basic rights
of all people, including immigrants.*
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The Mexican government began
phasing out support for its farmers
while the U.S. continued to provide
subsidies for its farm industry. Accord-
ing to the Institute for Agriculture and
Trade Policy, the Mexican government
cut overall investment in agriculture
by 90 percent. Cheap U.S. imports
were dumped on a vulnerable Mexican
market, undercutting and destroying
many livelihoods.
Moreover, U.S. subsidies benefit

only a few. According to Oxfam
America 78 percent of farm subsidies
go to just 8 percent of all U.S. farmers.
This great disparity is detrimental to
family farms in the U.S. and to farm-
ers in Mexico and other countries.
NAFTA and other similar trade

agreements are based on a model that
prioritizes the economic well being of
a few. Trickle-down economic theory
purports that economic policies should
be designed to benefit corporations
and eventually those benefits will

Welcoming the Stranger (continued from page 1)

Trade as if People and
Earth Matter

To read more about U.S. trade policy,
see the “Trade as if People and Earth
Matter” document on our website
at washington.mcc.org/issues/
econjustice/tradealternatives.pdf.



Website Resource Highlights

The MCCWashington Office website provides in-
formation about the office, action alerts, upcoming
events, and resources on domestic and interna-
tional issues. Recent highlights include:

Days of Prayer and Action for
Colombia will be taking place
April 19–20 this year. Join
with other churches in the
United States and Canada
to pray, worship and act for
policies that promote peace
and justice in Colombia.

Learn how your church can get involved at
washington.mcc.org/days.

A Guide to Predatory Lending
has been created by the Wash-
ington Office to demonstrate
how biblical principles can be
applied to the situation. The
brochure suggests ways to be
an advocate for the victims of
predatory lending, and it out-

lines policies which should be supported. Guides
for other Washington Office issues, as well as a
general advocacy guide and a record of how your
representatives have voted can be found at wash-
ington.mcc.org/resources.

Issue Pages: Immigration The
Washington Office website
includes more materials re-
lated to immigration. Go to
washington.mcc.org/issues/
immigration to find back-

ground information, prayer and reflection re-
sources, personal stories, action alerts, and links
to articles and other websites which are useful
for gaining a better understanding of the issue
and the Mennonite role in welcoming newcomers.

Action Alerts Sign up at washington.mcc.org/
advocate/hotlines/signup in order to receive emails
notifying you when your voice can make a differ-
ence in legislation and government policies. You
can choose to receive alerts for particular issues
(e.g., immigration, civil rights, the environment)
and/or regions (Latin America, the Middle East,
Asia, Africa) which you care about.*
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The Washington Memo Online
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Visit theWashington Memo Blog to stay informed
about Washington Office activities, publications,
events, action alerts, and news regarding the is-
sues we cover. The Washington Memo Blog is
frequently updated, so you do not have to wait
for the next issue of theWashington Memo to find
out what is going on. The following are excerpts
from recent blog posts:

In My Shoes: Pedro Gonzalez

“MCC has published a 7-
minute audio slideshow about
Pedro Gonzalez, one of the 10
MCC participants in the 2007
Migrant Trail. Pedro talks
about his life experiences—
growing up in Mexico, travel-

ing to the United States in the early 1990s and
struggling to get by, raising a family, and ulti-
mately ending up with MCC in Houston. It’s a re-
ally great story, and one that highlights the chal-
lenges (and identity issues) that many immigrants
face when coming to the United States.”

The post links to the Pedro Gonzalez slideshow at
us.mcc.org/immigration/video.

“The Road from
Guantanamo”

“President Barack Obama offi-
cially banned torture . . . [and
we must urge him to] go even
further in protecting human
rights. This will mean ending
‘extraordinary rendition,’
whereby prisoners are sent to

detention facilities in other countries to be harshly
interrogated and tortured. Ultimately, it will mean
endorsing human rights in fact as well as rhetoric,
a result that Anabaptists, who have a history of be-
ing unjustly persecuted, tortured and killed by the
state, should welcome . . .”
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—Compiled by Kaia Vereide, MCC Washington
Office intern.
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GAZA

Israel’s military offensive on the Gaza Strip was launched
on December 27, 2008 with airstrikes and a ground assault.
On January 13, a ceasefire was reached. The conflict re-
sulted in the death of 1,300 Palestinians, with more than
5,300 injured, according to the Gazan Health Ministry.
Kara Lofton, a junior at Lancaster Mennonite High

School, was horrified by the effect the Israeli attack had on
civilians, particularly children. She responded by writing
a letter to the editor of the Lancaster Intelligencer Journal,
protesting U.S. support for Israel as well as the indiscrim-
inate effect the fighting had on innocent civilians:

I am still young, but that just means it is I who will be living
in the world with the shattered aftermath of the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict. What I plead for is an end to the violence
and an end to U.S. support for the carnage. Without U.S.
support the Israeli government would not have the resources
to conduct aggression at their current scale of attack . . .
Whether Palestinian or Israeli, all have the right to life.

Dorothy JeanWeaver of Harrisonburg, Va. was also out-
raged by the loss of innocent life in Gaza. In a letter to
Thomas Goldberger, a State Department official, Weaver
explained:

The people of Gaza have nowhere to go. They cannot es-
cape the violence all around them . . . The Gazans have little
or no electricity, little or no food, little or no medicine, little
or no heat, and absolutely no comfort. The actions of the
Israeli military are only building up further hatred that will
last for yet more generations of Gazans, Palestinians, and no
doubt Islamic radicals all around the world. I plead with you
to take every possible step to urge an immediate ceasefire,
to stop the horrendous bloodletting, and the horrific destruc-
tion in Gaza.

Even though a ceasefire was declared in mid-January,
significant humanitarian needs remain unmet. Further, the
U.S. and Israel need to diplomatically engage Hamas to
ensure a sustainable peace in this troubled region.

CLUSTER BOMBS

Cluster bombs have killed and maimed up to 100,000 peo-
ple around the world. This weapon was used during the
conflicts in Laos, Lebanon, andAfghanistan.
Cluster bombs scatter dozens of smaller explosives

across areas the size of football fields. The bombs often fail
to explode on impact, invariably affecting civilians who en-
counter these weapons long after a conflict ends. According
to Handicap International, 98 percent of cluster bomb vic-
tims are civilians, and 27 percent of those are children.

*
Advocates’ Corner

The Advocates’ Corner
highlights current advo-
cacy work by Anabaptist
congregations. Please
let us know what your
congregation is doing,
so that we can include
it in a future issue.

SAMPLE LETTER ON IMMIGRATION REFORM

Dear [Member of Congress]
I write today to encourage you to work toward timely pas-
sage of Comprehensive Immigration Reform legislation.
The current system, which relies on harsh enforcement
measures, is ineffective and unjust. Long wait lists keep
families separated for years and encourage efforts to cir-
cumvent the system. Workplace raids create a culture of
fear. Lax oversight of guest worker programs leaves a sys-
tem ripe for exploitation.

The biblical tradition says that as we welcome the stranger,
we welcome Jesus himself. Instead, immigrants to the
United States, whether documented or undocumented,
often face a culture of unwelcome: suspicion, isolation,
militarized borders, workplace raids, and visa backlogs.

Comprehensive Immigration Reform legislation should
include a legal pathway to citizenship for immigrants
currently living in the United States; maintain the current
family-based immigration system; create just and fair
guest worker programs; ensure access to basic benefits and
services for those lawfully present; contain border security
strategies that protect community rights; human dignity,
and the natural environment; and address political instabil-
ity and economic disparity in migrants’ home countries.

Sincerely,

Name and address

A longer version of this letter is available online
at washingtonmemo.org/newsletter/spring09.



In Laos, MCC has worked with
primary schools to raise awareness
about the dangers of cluster
weapons.
Members of Central Mennonite

Church (Bluffton, Ohio) recently
wrote letters to Senator George
Voinovich (R-Ohio), urging him to
co-sponsor the Cluster Munitions
Civilian Protection Act (S. 416). As-
sociate Pastor Wanda Stopher noted,
“I wanted to provide a concrete way
for the congregation to join God,

and act for peace and justice . . . We also invited the surrounding community
and churches to view the MCC photo exhibit [about cluster bombs], further
shedding light on the injustices of this weapon and inviting conversation with
our neighbors.”
MCC hopes that Senator Voinovich, along with Senators Brownback (Kan.),

Lugar (Ind.), and Specter (Penn.) will co-sponsor this important bill. More infor-
mation about cluster bombs can be found at mcc.org/clusterbombs.*

*
*

*
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IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Senator ______________
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3121
senate.gov

Representative ______________
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 224-3121
house.gov

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111
president@whitehouse.gov

MCC U.S. Washington Office
920 Pennsylvania Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20003
(202) 544-6564
mccwash@mcc.org
washington.mcc.org
washingtonmemo.org

SIGN UP!

Sign up for our e-mail action alert lists
by going to washington.mcc.org or by
contacting gschlabach@mcc.org.

UPCOMING DATES

April 19–20
Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia

April 26–29
Mobilization to End Poverty
Washington, DC

April 29
Domestic Violence Interfaith Advocacy Day
Washington, DC

April 29–30
Christian Peace Witness for Iraq
Washington, DC

For more information on these events,
visit washington.mcc.org.

Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia
April 19–20

“One of the strongest tools that Christians have is prayer. But prayer must be
accompanied by action. The people must lead their government to sow justice
and harvest peace.”

—Ricardo Esquivia, Colombian Mennonite church leader

This April join hundreds of congregations in the United States, Canada and
Colombia to pray for an end to the Colombian conflict and act for policy changes
that better reflect the values of God’s kingdom. For more information, visit
washington.mcc.org/days.
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Welcoming the Stranger

“The immigration debate is often

framed in statistics: 12 million undocu-

mented immigrants, 4,000 border cross-

ing deaths, 700 miles of fencing. But

it is difficult to have a productive debate

about immigration reform without looking

at the faces behind the numbers.

In order for us to model the compassion

of Jesus, we must put ourselves in the

shoes of an immigrant . . .”

Read more inside.


