
by Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach

Our criminal justice system is bro-
ken. The United States has the 
highest incarceration rate in the 

world. As many as two-thirds of those 
released from prison are rearrested 
within three years. And African-
Americans and Latinos are far more 
likely to be imprisoned than whites. 

Problems of this scope will require 
a seismic change. What do we as 
Christians have to offer to the debate 
on criminal justice reform?

Mennonites have been leaders in 
promoting restorative justice models 
in communities across the country. 
Restorative justice seeks to address the 
needs of victim and offender. Its con-
cepts resonate with the biblical vision 
of shalom, restoring broken relation-
ships within communities. 

Following are some relevant bibli-
cal principles connected to restorative 
justice, as articulated by numerous 
writers:

• All people are created in the im-
age of God (Genesis 1:27). Because 
of this, they are worthy of dignity 
and respect, whether “victim” or 
“offender.” 

• God’s grace can transform any-
one (Ephesians 2:5–10), including 
perpetrators of crime. No one is  
beyond the reach of God’s mercy.

• God breaks down hostility be-
tween opposing groups and brings 
peace (Ephesians 2:11–22). Rather 

than perpetuating barriers and ste-
reotypes, we must actively work to 
dismantle them.

• We are called to the ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:16–
21). This work is rooted in God’s 
reconciliation of us as sinners. 

• God’s love and justice are inter-
twined, not opposing realities 
(Psalm 33:5, Jeremiah 9:23–24). 
Therefore our love for another 
should bring a natural concern 
for justice. This justice should be 
sought with mercy and compassion, 
not vengeance.

Not surprisingly, restorative justice 
is also more effective than the current 
punitive system. Studies have shown 
that restorative justice makes offend-
ers less likely to repeat a crime, re-
duces victims’ desire for revenge, and 
is more cost-effective.

While not a panacea for addressing 
the many concerns with the current 
criminal justice system, a more restor-
ative approach would go a long way 
in addressing the needs of individuals 
and communities harmed by crime. 

The rest of this Memo develops 
this idea in more detail, particularly as 
Congress considers a thorough review 
of the criminal justice system. We also 
hear about several creative ways in 
which Mennonite Central Committee 
workers address crime and justice  
concerns in their own communities. *
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by Christina Warner

Jesus loved and valued those 
society thought were rightfully 
despised. In recounting stories 

of Jesus’ radical inclusion of the out-
cast, the biblical narrative often high-
lights the inadequacies of dominating 
systems. The Gospel of Matthew, for 
example, cites Jesus as teaching cre-
ative alternatives in the midst of ex-
isting social and religious teachings: 
“You have heard it said . . . but I say 
to you . . .”  

By following a different path, Jesus 
and the early followers lived with a 
“system within a system.” Restorative 
justice is one powerful present-day 
example of this. Where crime weakens 
individuals and communities, restor-
ative justice attempts—as much as 
possible—to right what has been made 
wrong while reflecting the dignity of 
all those impacted. 

Practically, this often means bring-
ing together victims, offenders and 
broader community stakeholders into 
dialogue together. These dialogues 
prioritize the needs of victims in or-
der to name the wrong, assess what it 

would take to make it right, and decide 
together what consequences should be 
set forth for the offender.

By prioritizing the needs of vic-
tims, restorative justice recognizes the 
agency of both victim and offender, 
thereby dismantling deeply-held ste-
reotypes of both parties. Accountabil-
ity in this manner highlights the need 
to restore the wrong (restitution and 
responding to victims’ needs, breaking 
down justifications the offender may 
have about the act) and highlights the 
humanity of offenders (by accepting 
that they have both responsibility and 
ability to address the wrong they have 
committed).

Responding to individuals as chil-
dren of God prioritizes the needs of 
the victim while recognizing the vul-
nerability of the offender to be victim-
ized as well. Offenders cannot become 
“collateral damage” just as victims’ 
needs cannot be disregarded under the 
guise of criminal “justice.”

 Taking part in this (restorative) 
“system within the (criminal justice) 
system,” highlights the weaknesses of 

the broader criminal justice system. 
Rather than prioritizing the actual 
consequences of crime, the existing 
system defines the state as the victim, 
with carefully defined punishments for 
offenders breaking the law. Victims, 
in this scenario, often have little say  
in how or if their needs will be met.

 Likewise, offenders rarely are 
offered the opportunity to under-
stand or take real responsibility for 
their actions. Warehoused in prisons 
and removed from their communi-
ties and families, offenders often are 
completely disconnected from real 
accountability. Once released, ex-
offenders are too often barred for life 
from meaningful participation in soci-
ety because of the lasting impact of the 
criminal label. 

The criminal justice system, despite 
its intent to address public safety, too 
often creates more needs than it meets. 
Restorative justice values and prac-
tices offer an opportunity to see how 
the life of Jesus can be applied to pres-
ent situations by creating a “system 
within a system.”
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At Grand Valley Institution for Women in Kitchener, Ontario, MCC volunteers and federally sentenced 
women make blankets together. Brenda, a federally sentenced woman, sews a blanket that will be 
sent to Iraq.

System     SystemWITHIN A 

Applying Restorative Justice Principles 
to Criminal Justice Reform 



“Tough on Crime” Policies

“Tough on crime” policies, enacted 
since the early 1980s, have greatly 
increased the size and reach of the 
criminal justice system. Despite rep-
resenting only 5 percent of the global 
population, the United States houses 
25 percent of the world’s prison-
ers—2.3 million incarcerated individu-
als. When individuals on parole or 
probation are included, that number 
increases to 7.3 million. 

This is due in large part to manda-
tory minimum sentences, instituted in 
1986, which apply a harsh mandatory 
sentence for a particular crime, usu-
ally related to drugs. Although initially 
intended to provide law enforcement 
with the tools needed to incarcerate 
high-level drug kingpins, most indi-
viduals convicted of drug crimes are 
low-level addicts or dealers.   

Instead of addressing root causes of 
the drug trade, mandatory minimums 
have resulted in filling prisons with 
nonviolent offenders who would likely 
benefit from alternative rehabilitative 
services. The number of incarcerated 
drug offenders rose from 41,000 in 
1980 to 500,000 in 2007, an increase 
of 1200 percent. 

Policies such as mandatory 
minimums disproportionately affect 
communities of color. For example, 
although African Americans are 12 
percent of the U.S. population and 14 
percent of monthly drug users, they 
are 59 percent of those convicted of 
drug charges and 74 percent of drug 
offenders sentenced to prison (see 
graph on page 6).

This preference to incarcerate is 
most blatantly harmful for youth and 
mentally ill persons, who are more 
likely to be sexually assaulted and 

abused by staff or other inmates. 
Currently, prisons hold four times as 
many mentally ill persons as do men-
tal health hospitals. 

Collateral Consequences:  
Life After Imprisonment

The continuing stigma which stays 
with ex-offenders far outlasts the 
prison term itself and is a hindrance 
at almost every stage of life. Upon 
release, ex-offenders often have to 
include their criminal record on job 
applications, making it difficult to get 
a job. 

In many states, ex-offenders are 
banned from public assistance pro-
grams for housing and food, despite 
the clear need for those without re-
sources or income. This means that in-
dividuals with a criminal record often 
cannot reunite with loved ones who 
are living in public housing because 
assistance can be denied to those asso-
ciating with individuals convicted  
of a drug crime. 

Furthermore, many individuals 
with felony or drug convictions lose 
their right to vote. Thus, those with 
few resources for meeting basic needs 
like food, housing or employment are 
barred from the practice that allows 
one a say in how these decisions are 
made. 

These “collateral consequences” 
mean that although prison sentences 
may have a time limit to them, the 
stigma and label of criminality does 
not. Punishment lasts much longer 
than the initial response to the offense, 
with little hope of regaining one’s  
position or opportunity in society. 

By creating such need among a 
large portion of the population, ironi-
cally the criminal justice system can 
actually be seen as contributing to 
further crime. The lasting stigma, 
combined with the limitations within 
prison (lack of access to health care, 
education, job training, fruitful ac-
countability), contribute to a recidi-
vism rate (those who are rearrested)  
of 67.5 percent. 
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Ron Muse and the Philadelphia Prison System

Ronald Muse is an MCC Local Service Worker in North Philadelphia. He leads Bible stud-
ies, organizes worship services, and counsels prisoners as a chaplain in the Philadelphia 
Prison System.

Muse grew up in a rough part of North Philly and got into using and selling drugs. On 
a drug corner one day he heard a voice, “I have a purpose for you.” The voice persisted, 
and eventually he concluded that it was God’s call and committed himself to Christ. 

Sensing a call to work in the prisons, in 2007 he reconnected with Juan Marrero, an 
acquaintance from his days on the street. Now a pastor, Marrero had become Executive 
Director of Crossroads Community Center. He asked Muse to lead their prison ministry, 
and MCC agreed to support him as a Local Service Worker. Crossroads is a 40-year-old 
ministry of nearby Second Mennonite and is one of MCC Philadelphia’s primary partners. 

Confronted with tough situations and long days, Muse is thriving. He interacts with 
prisoners as a peer who knows their 
context. Tough and no-nonsense, he 
believes in them, pressures them, chal-
lenges them, and reassures them: “You 
have God-given potential which Christ 
can awaken to create something new.” 

Muse sees the injustice and racism 
in the U.S. criminal justice system on 
a daily basis, but is passionate about 
working with prisoners caught in it to 
help them discover God’s transforming 
power in their lives. 

J. Fred Kauffman is Philadelphia Pro-
gram Coordinator for MCC East Coast. Juan Marrero, left, and Ron Muse, right, hold an 

award from the Philadelphia Prison System.
(continued on page 6)



Call to worship

What do you mean by repeating this proverb,
“The parents have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge?”
As I live, says the Lord God, 
you shall use this proverb no more. 
Know that all lives are mine.
Those who do what is lawful and right,
those who do not oppress others,
those who restore what is rightful,
those who share their bread and clothe the naked,
those who do justice, who follow my statutes,  
    who act faithfully—

these are the righteous.
They shall surely live.

—Adapted from Ezekiel 18:1–9

Opening prayer

Attend to me, O my God,
look upon my needs and hear me,

and remember I am your guest.

I am a pilgrim under your roof,
   as were my gypsy ancestors,
those wandering Exodus emigrants

who were your specially chosen ones.
So, protect me I pray, O God,

from all that threatens me this day.

O Holy Host, under whose roof I rest,
wash my feet with your love,

anoint my body with scented oils
and kiss me with your healing affection

to send me soaring like a love-crazed hawk.

Remember me, Divine Host, as your guest
who sleeps in your tent,

who feasts at your bountiful table,
delighted by your loving care.

As your pilgrim guest, my Lord and Host,
one final favor do I humbly ask.

(Mention here a final prayer request.)

— “Prayer of God’s Guest,” Edward Hays (based on Psalm 39:12)  
in Prayers for Zero Gravity (Forest of Peace Publishing)

Hymns for singing 
(as desired throughout the service)

HWB 6 Here in this place
 76 Praise, I will praise you, Lord
 110 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
 145 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
 305 Where charity and love prevail
 367 For the healing of the nations
 493 I heard the voice of Jesus say

STJ 16 Praise with joy the world’s Creator
 39 Ubi caritas
 68 O hear, my people
 92 Just as I am, without one plea

STS 53 Here to the house of God we come
 65 Abre mis ojos
 115 Beauty for brokenness

A prayer of confession

Voice 1
For exploiter and exploited;
for persecutor and persecuted;
for criminal and victim,
God of perfect love, we pray.
Kyrie eleison. (a sung version, HWB 144 or STS 47)

Voice 2
As we pray, remove the fear that makes us strident 

 and vengeful
and take away the woolliness of thought 
that makes us sentimental.
Christe eleison. (substitute “Christe” or “O Christ”)

Voice 1
Give us clear eyes to see the world as it is

and ourselves and all the people as we are;
but give us hope to go on believing in what you intend  

 us all to be.
Kyrie eleison.
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A Worship Service
by Ken Nafziger

Restoring What Is Broken

Abbreviations   HWB Hymnal: A Worship Book 

STJ Sing the Journey 

STS Sing the Story
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Voice 2
We pray for children growing up
with no sense of beauty,
no feeling for what is good or bad,
no knowledge of you and your love in Christ.
Christe eleison.

Voice 1
We pray for men and women who have lost faith 
and given up hope;
for governments and systems that crush people’s spirits;
and for governments and systems slow to act
in the cause of justice, freedom, and healing.
Kyrie eleison.

Voice 2
We pray for the whole church and the world,
giving thanks for your goodness,
for your love made known in Christ,
for your truth confirmed in his death and resurrection,
for your promises to us and to all people,
keeping hopes alive...
Christe eleison.

— Adapted from Algoa (Eastern Cape, South Africa) Regional Council  
of the United Congregational Church, 1985, in John de Gruchy, Cry  
Justice (Collins)

Voices 1 and 2 in unison
 Listen to God’s words of compassion:
 I taught you to walk and lifted you 
 like an infant to my cheek.
 How can I give you up?
 I am the Holy One in your midst, 
 and I will not come in wrath.
 AMEN.

— from STJ 131 (Jim Cotter, Prayers at Night’s Approaching,  
Morehouse Group)

Scripture and sermon options 

There are many stories from the Bible of acts of restoration. 
Here are four, any one of which could become the Bible 
reading and sermon focus:

The story of Jonah, the final words of which are God’s 
words of reproof to the prophet, offering hope for restora-
tion of both humans and animals. 

You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not 
labor and which you did not grow . . . Should I not be con-
cerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are 
more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who do 
not know their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?

The story of Abigail and David (1 Samuel 25) in which 
Abigail, the wife of Nabal, intercedes on his behalf with a 
lavish banquet to ease an arising fury between her husband 
and King David.

David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Is-
rael, who sent you to meet me today! Blessed be your good 
sense, and blessed be you, who have kept me today from 
blood-guilt and from avenging myself by my own hand!”

The familiar story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19) in which the re-
formed tax collector offers a generous restoration of that 
which had been taken unjustly from his subjects.

Look, half of my possessions, I will give to the poor; and if 
I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four 
times as much.

The story of Onesimus (Philemon), a runaway slave who 
Paul returned to Philemon in an act of restoration.

Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a 
while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer 
as a slave . . .

Sending

A sung alleluia (such as STS 24, 87, or STJ 41)
Victorious God, who breaks the powers . . . (STJ 154)
A sung alleluia
Suffering God, who bears the wounds . . . (STJ 155)
A sung alleluia
Go into the world doing what the Lord requires . . . (STJ 157)
A sung alleluia

Conclude with a hymn of hope and thanksgiving, such as 
the Taizé song, “In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful” (Songs 
and Prayers from Taizé, songbook G-3719P, accompani-
ment book G-3719A, GIA).

Ken Nafziger is professor of music at Eastern Mennonite 
University.
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Additional Resources

Restorative Justice Week 2010 materials published by 
the Office of Social Justice of the Christian Reformed 
Church: crcna.org/pages/osj_rjweek.cfm

Biblical/Theological Works Contributing to Restorative 
Justice: A Bibliographic Essay. Online at us.mcc.org/ 
peacebuilding/resources/print/occasionalpapers.
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The War on Drugs has blurred 
typical understandings of “victim” 
and “offender.” Instead of a clear in-
dividual violation, the criminal justice 
system effectively marginalizes a large 
population by stripping from them 
resources needed to participate in so-
ciety with dignity. They have become 
our “rightfully despised.” Because 
the system is so deeply broken, only 
comprehensive reform would make 
broader restoration possible.

Opportunities to Create a More 
Restorative System

Clear policy responses are available in 
creating a more restorative system. For 
example, the National Criminal Justice 
Commission Act would create a com-
mission to study the entire criminal 
justice system and make recommenda-
tions for reform. The study would take 
into account every level of the system, 
from the root causes of crime to laws 

governing life after reentry. At the 
time of writing, the House has passed 
the bill, but the Senate still needs to 
do so.

Another opportunity is the Youth 
PROMISE Act. If passed, the leg-
islation would offer grants to cities 
experiencing the highest gang and 
youth violence in the country. Law 
enforcement, social workers, teachers, 
parents, and other local youth leaders 
and experts would gather to assess the 
strengths and needs of their particular 
community as they relate to youth and 
gang violence.

The panels would then collectively 
make recommendations and decisions 
as to how best to address these needs. 
At the time of writing, the Youth 
PROMISE Act awaits passage in both 
the House and Senate and will likely 
need to be re-introduced in the next 
session of Congress.

The current criminal justice system 
is broken. Continuing these patterns 
will exacerbate crime and maintain the 
punitive nature of our society. Restor-
ative justice offers glimpses of what 
is possible as those who are impacted 
take part in this “system within a sys-
tem,” founded in the struggle for sha-
lom in the midst of deep challenges, 
and inspired by the life and message 
of Jesus. 

By seeking to meet the needs of 
those most impacted by crime—a sim-
ple mandate if not simple in practice—
restorative justice teaches how we can 
advocate collectively to recognize the 
true dignity too often disregarded by 
the larger system. *

System Within a System (continued from page 3)

Nationwide Drug Use Rates by Race: 1999–2005

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

72.1 74.8 74.2 71.8 71 70.7 69.2

13.4 11.5 11.9 13.3 12.3 12.7 14

10.2 9.1 9.9 10.7 12.2 11.7 12.4

White       Black       Hispanic
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Federal Incarceration Rates for Drug Convictions: 1999–2005

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

23 23.1 22.6 22.9 23 23.1 23.4

43.3 43.5 43.9 43.4 42.9 42.9 42.9

32.2 32 32.1 32.4 32.5 32.2 31.8

White       Black       Hispanic
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Statistics from Marc Mauer, The Changing Racial Dynamics of the War on Drugs, The 
Sentencing Project, April 2009. 



In the past incarceration was mostly 
considered an adult matter affecting 
only individuals within the criminal 

justice system. Research confirms that 
the growth in the number of men and 
women incarcerated in the U.S. affects 
an extraordinary number of children 
and families. 

Currently almost 3 million children 
go to bed with a parent in prison or 
jail. With 2.3 million incarcerated, 
that’s 700,000 more children than 
the prison population itself. For some 
children this means involvement with 
the child welfare system when family 
members are not available to care for 
them. 

The quote above begins Part I of 
the book What Will Happen to Me?, 
written by Howard Zehr and Lorraine 
Stutzman Amstutz to be released in 
January 2011. The book is based on 
interviews (and photographs by How-
ard) with children who have one or 
both parents in prison. 

Our initial reason for undertaking 
the project was to create an exhibit 
(available through MCC) that gives 
voice to the challenges and pains these 
children experience, as well as their 
resilience and hope. The book expands 
on their stories and suggests themes 
and tools that will hopefully be helpful 
to their caregivers.

It is our hope that through this ex-
hibit and book we consider the effects 
not only of the adults who are incar-
cerated but also the multiple levels of 
systemic injustice. This includes dis-
proportionate minority representation 
within our current legal system and 
policies that deeply affect our children 
and families. 

Many children do not see their 
incarcerated parent on a regular basis 
and some not at all, given difficult and 
restrictive visiting policies and the fact 
that parents in prison can be trans-
ferred across the state or country, far 
from their communities. 

Without needed contact with their 
parent(s), children often become con-
fused about parents’ absence. The 
reunification adjustment becomes that 
much more difficult, thus perpetuating 
the challenges faced by children and 
families within their communities.

We can, and should, make our 
voices heard on their behalf. *
Lorraine Stutzman Amstutz is Co-
Director of the Office on Justice and 
Peacebuilding for Mennonite Central 
Committee U.S.

by Lorraine Stutzman Amstutz

“These children have committed no crime, but the price they are forced to 
pay is steep. They forfeit, too, much of what matters to them: their homes, 
their safety, their public status and private self-image, their primary source 
of comfort and affection. Their lives are profoundly affected . . .”

—Nell Bernstein, All Alone in the World

What Will Happen to Me?

To Learn More

Restorative Justice: Rooted in Respect
New DVD produced by Mennonite Central  
Committee U.S.

Changing Lenses: A New Focus for Crime  
and Justice
Classic introduction to topic by Howard Zehr, 
now in its 3rd edition.

Ambassadors of Reconciliation
Two volumes, looking at New Testament  
theology (part 1) and Christian practices  
(part 2) of restorative justice and peacemaking. 
By Ched Myers and Elaine Enns.

Preventing Gun Violence
Available free on request from the MCC Wash-
ington Office.

Support MCC’s Restorative  
Justice Work

The Office on Justice and Peacebuilding in MCC 
U.S. provides resources, services and trainings, 
guided by the principles of restorative justice. 
Your gift will help MCC U.S. continue this work.

Give online at donate.mcc.org or by mail at 
MCC, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501.
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by Emily Stednick

Silvia* was referred to the Victim 
Service Collaborative after initial 
attempts to secure a restraining 

order from her abusive husband. Sil-
via was fearful to complete the police 
reports and paperwork due to her un-
documented legal status and fear for 
the safety of her three children. 

The Victim Service Collabora-
tive was formed as part of a vision of 
peace through serving our brothers 
and sisters, like Silvia and her chil-
dren, at vulnerable times. Beginning 
as a proposal of Reedley (Calif.) Chief 
of Police Steve Wright, the collabora-
tive is a “one-stop shop” of special 
services for victims of violence. The 
Reedley Police Department’s Victim 
Service Unit moved into West Coast 
MCC offices, and the Marjaree Mason 
Center, a shelter-based domestic vio-
lence program, holds weekly counsel-
ing sessions there. 

“Communities and churches asked 
for help in establishing these types of 
services in their areas, and the Victim 
Service Collaborative is a response 
to that call,” says West Coast MCC 
Executive Director Sheri Wiedenhoe-
fer. This multi-agency partnership 
includes various other community and 
state services.

These partnerships allowed case-
workers to build relationships with 
Silvia, providing a safe environment 
to share about the significant levels of 
abuse she and her children had experi-
enced for 12 years. She began a U visa 
process, which gives victims of certain 
crimes temporary legal status and 
work eligibility in the United States. 

Looking back, Silvia remem-
bers the numb cave she had entered 
throughout the violence: “I no longer 

knew how dead I was becoming in-
side, I was going through the motions 
but I no longer had life.” At one point, 
Silvia remembers her fifteen-year-
old daughter saying, “Mom, if we 
stay here, you’re going to die.” Silvia 
already felt dead inside. She looked 
at her children and decided that they 
needed a mother who was alive. 

In addition to victim services, train-
ings are provided to work for peace in 
communities through Victim Offender 
Reconciliation Program and Neigh-
borhood Watch. Most of the services 
West Coast MCC provides to immi-
grant families are humanitarian visas 
like U Visas, and Violence Against 
Women Act cases. 
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Silvia completed the U visa process 
in July 2010. She now lives indepen-
dently with her children, holds a job at 
a local restaurant and has a driver’s li-
cense. Silvia’s physical and emotional 
freedom from abuse, legal immigrant 
status and financial security provides  
a sense of new beginning and opportu-
nity. With strengthening self-esteem, 
new friends at work and her ability to 
attend church again with her children, 
she feels alive again. 

Silvia’s story is one example of the 
value of partnership between multiple 
agencies. An individual can be inden-
tified through one aspect of victim 
services but to help the entire family, 
the whole being must be addressed—
their spiritual, emotional, physical, and 
psychological needs. 

West Coast MCC Immigration  
Advocate Miriam Cardenas com-
ments, “we are intentionally collabora-
tive in how we work together to best 
meet the needs of these families. We 
try to eliminate the fear, and build the 
trust and security so they’re able to 
eventually gain freedom and life.” * 
Emily Stednick is Communications 
Coordinator for West Coast MCC.

“I No Longer 
Had Life”

Criminalization of Immigrants

The Obama administration is on pace to deport a record 400,000 immigrants in 2010. Although 
immigration violations involve administrative law rather than criminal law, many who are cited 
spend time in one of hundreds of privately-operated immigrant detention facilities. 

Numerous abuses have been reported in these facilities, including a lack of access to health 
care for those with serious mental and physical health conditions, pregnant women being 
forced to give birth in shackles, and deaths from lack of medical treatment. 

Individuals are often shipped to facilities far away from their home communities, separating 
them from both legal counsel and families, as many leave children behind. The alternatives to deten-
tion—such as ankle bracelets—yield a 93 percent court appearance rate, yet are underutilized.

To learn more, visit washingtonmemo.org/newsletter/winter10.

Miriam Cardenas

* Name changed for confidentiality reasons.
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Assisting Immigrant Victims of Violence



Website Resource Highlights

The MCC Washington Office website provides 
information about the office, action alerts, upcom-
ing events, and resources on domestic and interna-
tional issues. Recent highlights include:

Immigration Reform Immigra-
tion and border policies should 
focus on community account-
ability, humane enforcement, 
and system-wide approaches. 
But the U.S. government has 
made it difficult for many im-
migrant and asylum-seeker 
families to successfully navi-

gate the U.S. legal system. The MCC Washington 
Office creates regular legislative updates to help 
you stay informed on current legislative actions 
on immigration reform. A fact sheet on border en-
forcement is also available at washington.mcc.org/
issues/immigration.

Peace in Sudan Join a world-
wide call to prayer for peace  
as Sudan moves toward a  
landmark referendum on Janu-
ary 9. Learn more at mcc.org/
sudancominghome.

Colombia The civil war fought 
between various armed actors 
in Colombia has displaced four 
million people and is one of 
the worst humanitarian crises 
in the Western Hemisphere. 
Resources, faith reflections, 

and policy solutions regarding the conflict in 
Colombia can be found at washington.mcc.org/
colombia.

Stay Connected The MCC 
Washington Office provides 
timely updates from the blog, 
website, and action alerts on 

Facebook and Twitter. Go to our website to “like” 
and “follow” us.
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The Washington Memo Online
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The Washington Memo Blog offers quick updates 
on current issues and news relevant to work here 
at the MCC Washington Office. Here are some ex-
cerpts from recent blog posts: 

Made in Haiti: A Good Thing?
November 2, 2010

“As part of an effort to help 
Haiti rebuild its economy af-
ter the earthquake, the U.S. 
Congress passed legislation 
in May of this year to extend 
U.S. trade preferences to Haiti 

through 2020 and nearly triple duty-free quotas for 
Haitian garment exports to the United States. 

“Last month the World Bank, Haiti and the U.S. 
signed an agreement with a South Korean clothing 
producer, Sae-A, to build another free-trade gar-
ment assembly factory in Haiti. Garment assembly 
plants that employ low-wage laborers in poor 
countries have been seen as a powerful strategy for 
economic development for several decades. But 
who really benefits from these factories?”

Documenting Suffering and 
Hope in Colombia
November 9, 2010

“Justapaz, an MCC partner in 
Colombia, has released their 
fifth annual report, A Pro-
phetic Call: Colombian Prot-
estant Churches Document 

their Suffering and Their Hope. During this re-
port’s research period, January 1 to December 31, 
2009, Justapaz documented 69 cases of violations 
of human rights and international humanitarian 
law against pastors, church leaders and other 
members of Protestant and Evangelical churches 
in Colombia. . . .” 
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ADVOCACY ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES

MCC Washington Staff Visits Messiah College

On November 16, Theo Sitther traveled to Messiah College 
(Grantham, Pa.) to give a presentation entitled, “Unnatural 
Disasters: U.S. Policy, Economic Justice and World Hun-
ger.” The presentation focused on the current state of global 
hunger and how U.S. trade and development policies can 
better respond to the needs of marginalized populations. 
The visit was meant to engage students and the surrounding 
community on global issues as part of International Educa-
tion Week.

To learn more about MCC’s work on global hunger, 
visit washington.mcc.org/issues/globalecon/food.

Bluffton Students Write Letters on  
Criminal Justice System

On October 26, Bluffton (Ohio) University’s PEACE Club 
hosted its first monthly letter writing night. For the month 
of October, participants chose to focus on the National 
Criminal Justice Commission Act. PEACE Club Vice-
President Katie Wineland wrote,

Eight of us gathered over dinner that evening to educate 
ourselves on the issue, discuss the legislation, and work on 
letters to Congress in support of the NCJCA. So far, two 
letters have been completed and sent, and hopefully more 
will go out in the coming weeks. We trust that the impact 
of these letter writing nights will grow in the future, but 
most of all, we hope that they will empower PEACE Club 
members and all Bluffton University students to be active 
advocates for peace and justice.

Advocates’ Corner

The Advocates’ Corner 
highlights current advo-
cacy work by Anabaptist 
congregations. Please  
let us know what your 
congregation is doing,  
so that we can include  
it in a future issue.

SAMPLE LETTER: CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

Dear Member of Congress,

I am writing to urge you to support and pass the National 
Criminal Justice Commission Act. The legislation would 
create a bipartisan commission tasked with studying the  
entire criminal justice system and making recommenda-
tions for comprehensive change.

Since the 1980s, overly-punitive tendencies have stretched 
the system too far to be effective. Results are high recidi-
vism rates, with two-thirds of incarcerated individuals rear-
rested and one half reincarcerated. 

Our scriptures issue the imperative to care for society’s 
marginalized and vulnerable individuals, including loving 
our enemies. However, we currently see a system which 
does not effectively care for offenders or victims.

The NCJCA offers significant opportunity to study and  
address these issues.

Sincerely,

[Name and address]

This letter is also available online at washingtonmemo 
.org/newsletter/winter10.
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STAFF UPDATES

This fall, Mary Stata completed her two-year term as Legislative Assistant for 
International Affairs. She will continue to work on U.S. policy with the Friends 
Committee for National Legislation. 

Patricia Kisare is our new Legislative Assistant for In-
ternational Affairs. Patricia recently finished a master’s de-
gree in international affairs at Penn State University. We’re 
delighted to have her as part of the staff.

Also this fall, we welcomed the contributions of two 
interns: Michelle Trujillo, a participant in the American 
Studies Program, and Crystel Britto from George Wash-
ington University.

On October 17, Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach spoke at 
Prairieview Mennonite Church in Flanagan, Illinois. She 
also spoke at New Creation Fellowship Church in Newton, 

Kansas on November 7. MCC Washington Office staff are available to speak in 
congregations on a variety of issues. To request a speaker, please contact us at 
mccwash@mcc.org or (202) 544-6564. *

*
*

*

WASHINGTON MEMO is published quarterly by 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Washington 
Office staff. Send subscription requests to  
MCC, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500. For 
address changes, send both addresses to MCC. 

Staff: Tammy Alexander, Patricia Kisare, 
Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach (Director and Man-
aging Editor), Theo Sitther, Christina Warner. 

All biblical quotes are from the New Revised 
Standard Version, unless otherwise noted. 

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Senator ______________
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3121
senate.gov

Representative ______________
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 224-3121
house.gov

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111
president@whitehouse.gov

MCC U.S. Washington Office
920 Pennsylvania Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20003
(202) 544-6564
mccwash@mcc.org
washington.mcc.org
washingtonmemo.org

SIGN UP!

Sign up for our e-mail action alert lists  
by going to washington.mcc.org or by  
contacting mccwash@mcc.org.

UPCOMING DATES

January 17
Difficult Political Issues in Congregations
Harrisonburg, Va.

January 24
Social Policy Issues in Our Churches
Leadership clinic at AMBS

February 18–20
Intercollegiate Peace Fellowship Conference
Bluffton University 

March 25–28
Ecumenical Advocacy Days
Washington, D.C.
advocacydays.org

Patricia Kisare

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Seminars in January

The MCC Washington Office is helping to lead two upcoming seminars. The first 
will be held in Harrisonburg, Va. on Monday, January 17, before School for Leader-
ship Training (SLT) at Eastern Mennonite Seminary. The topic is “To See Like You 
See: Talking about Difficult Political Issues in Congregations.” 

The second will be held Monday, January 24, prior to Pastors’ Week at Associ-
ated Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Ind. This Leadership Clinic is entitled, 
“Wise as Serpents, Innocent as Doves: Navigating Social Policy Issues in Our 
Churches.” Information about both events is at washington.mcc.org/advocate/
seminars.

Intercollegiate Peace Fellowship Conference, February 18–20 
Rooting for Peace: Go Peace, Grow Peace

Bluffton University will host the Intercollegiate Peace Fellowship Conference, 
focused on ethical food production. The goal is to incorporate the conceptual 
themes of shalom, community, justice, and stewardship and link them with the 
actions of gardening locally and globally, responding to hunger, gleaning, eating 
sustainably, decreasing waste, and composting. 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days, March 25–28 
Development, Security and Economic Justice:  
What’s Gender Got to Do with It? 

Register now for next year’s Ecumenical Advocacy Days, to be 
held in Washington, D.C. Registration, schedule and program-
ming information is available at advocacydays.org.



Sign up your congregation  
for fair trade coffee
MCC U.S. Coffee Project:  
Good Coffee for a Good Cause

washington.mcc.org/coffee-project

Mennonite
Central
Committee
U.S.

Justicewith your java

Dan Wiens/MCC

Jeff Kubina/Wikimedia Commons

Learn about  
trade justice
Justice in a Land of Plenty:  
A Resource for Worship and  
Advocacy on Trade Justice

washington.mcc.org/trade-justice


