
by Christina Warner

I once heard a story of an Afghan 
man who brought tea to an Ameri-
can soldier who was standing in the 

man’s front yard.  
I have never visited Afghanistan. 

But I have been a guest in enough 
homes where tea is central to the cul-
ture to know that by offering tea, the 
Afghan host not only helped quench 
the soldier’s thirst but reached across 
boundaries of culture and politics.  

From a position of vulnerability, 
the host welcomed the occupying sol-
dier onto his land, perhaps leveling the 
ground between them and highlight-
ing that the soldier was a guest in his 
home.

Like Jesus offering his cloak or 
turning the other cheek, this simple 
gesture had the potential to remind 
the two of their mutual humanity, 
something conflict often breaks down 
through stereotypes and false images 
of the “other.”  

I wonder how the lesson of this 
Afghan host and the American soldier 
can be applied to advocacy and Men-
nonite Central Committee’s presence 
in Afghanistan. How can advocates be 
bearers—or perhaps more importantly, 
beneficiaries—of tea?  

Perhaps in offerings of blankets 
and relief kits.  

Perhaps in lives lived and served 
alongside the people of Afghanistan.  

Perhaps through advocating for  
the removal of political barriers which 
distort human relationships. Or by 
supporting policies which reflect the 
dignity and wisdom of the Afghan 
people.  

 The sustained presence of the U.S. 
military in Afghanistan has increas-
ingly linked military resources with 
development. Conversely, this means 
that development is too often linked  
to U.S. self-interest in the region.  

By advocating for policies which 
highlight the need, wisdom and re-
sources of the Afghan people, perhaps 
we can help shape policies which 
reach across the identities imposed 
on all involved in and affected by the 
war.  

Like the man who offered the tea 
and the soldier who accepted it, it is 
possible to overcome these barriers.

As we share MCC’s work and ad-
vocacy in Afghanistan we remember 
MCC service worker and tea benefi-
ciary Glen Lapp (see pages 4–5). In 
early August 2010 Glen was killed 
along with nine other aid workers in 
Afghanistan. We remember him well, 
along with readers for whom these 
discussions will undoubtedly bring his 
life and death to memory. *
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by Theo Sitther

President Barack Obama began 
his term in office by framing the 
war in Afghanistan as the big-

gest foreign policy challenge of his 
presidency. Later this year we will 
commemorate the tenth anniversary of 
the September 11, 2001 tragedy. The 
Afghan people will also commemorate 
the tenth year of an ongoing, seem-
ingly endless bloody war with an ever-
increasing casualty count on all sides. 

Afghan civilians have borne the 
brunt of the violence; 2010 was one 
of the most deadly years for civilians. 
According to the United Nations, 
civilian casualties increased by 15 per-
cent in 2010 with at least 2,777 deaths. 

In addition to the ongoing violence 
and instability, Afghanistan remains in 
a state of dire poverty and despair. In 
short, billions of U.S. taxpayer dollars 
spent to ostensibly build a stable coun-
try and “defeat terrorism” have proven 
to be a complete failure. 

A key component of U.S. strategy 
in Afghanistan is to address issues of 

poverty and development. The Obama 
administration recognizes that “suc-
cess” in Afghanistan includes a viable 
reconstruction and development strat-
egy, although U.S. engagement in the 
country over the last nine years has 
heavily focused on the military and 
has largely neglected the basic needs 
of Afghan citizens. 

Much of the development aid in 
recent years from the United States 
and other North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization (NATO) allies has been chan-
neled through military means. 

In 2009 the U.S. Army published 
the “Commander’s Guide to Money 
as a Weapons System,” a manual that 
instructs military commanders on how 
to use development aid to gain sup-
port of the “indigenous population to 
facilitate defeating the insurgents.” 
Programs that aim to alleviate poverty 
have been integrated into a counter-
insurgency strategy in order to “win 
the hearts and minds” of the Afghan 
people. 

This militarized development aid 
is often carried out by Provincial 
Reconstruction Teams (PRTs). Pro-
vincial Reconstruction Teams are 
military units with civilian personnel 
embedded in them, responsible for de-
velopment and reconstruction efforts. 
The use of PRTs in Afghanistan has 
become widely accepted as the new 
model for development. This, how-
ever, presents some serious problems.

Militarized aid undermines long-term 
sustainable development. The military 
often lacks the capacity, expertise and 
knowledge to carry out sustainable  
development and reconstruction  
projects. 

According to a 2008 report by the 
Armed Services Committee of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, some 
PRT members reported dissatisfaction 
due to lack of planning and coordina-
tion by units engaged in “short-term 
‘feel good’ projects (with success 
measured by money spent or satisfac-
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Demilitarize Aid in Afghanistan

A Path  
       to Peace 



Militarized aid is a waste of money.  
The use of the military to carry out 
development projects in Afghanistan 
means that much-needed resources 
are taken up by the PRT program that 
could otherwise be used for long-term 
sustainable development projects to 
meet human need. 

The Commander’s Emergency 
Response Program (CERP) is a pro-
gram that provides funding directly to 
a military commander to be spent on 
development efforts, and is a primary 
funding source for the PRTs. 

Since 2004 Congress has appro-
priated $2.64 billion for CERP. 
This amount is higher than the U.S. 
Agency for International Develop-
ment’s (USAID) global education 
budget, and it exceeds the total 
amount the Afghan government 
spends on health and education.

Furthermore in a 2009 report to 
Congress, the Special Inspector Gen-
eral for Afghanistan Reconstruction 
stated that:

there has been no standardized mea-
surement of the effectiveness of the 
PRT program . . . no metrics have 
been devised to provide data on the 
quality, impact, and usefulness of 
PRTs and their efforts. While PRTs 
have collected data such as projects 
completed or dollars spent, these 
figures are inadequate to determine 
a Provincial Reconstruction Team’s 
effectiveness.

More recently, in January of 2011 
the Special Inspector General reported 
on $49.2 million wasted in one prov-
ince alone. In a press release he stated 
that “building multimillion dollar 
projects, and then trying to figure out 
a sustainability plan, is a nonsensical 
way of planning.” 

The absence of adequate planning, 
monitoring and evaluation instruments 
means that money and time may con-
tinue to be invested in unsustainable 
and ineffective projects.

Militarized aid turns development  
into a weapon of war. It infringes on 
“humanitarian space,” the ability of 
NGOs to operate independent, impar-
tial humanitarian programs for those 
who need it most without fear of  
attack from armed actors. 

Sustainable development must be 
independent of and neutral to military 
and political allegiances. Many NGOs, 
such as Mennonite Central Commit-
tee, have worked in Afghanistan for 
decades by building trust and crossing 
the lines of conflict to provide aid to 
anyone who needs it. 

Humanitarian principles, not mili-
tary strategy, must guide development. 
The U.S. strategy of militarized aid in 
Afghanistan has undermined humani-
tarian space and has blurred the lines 
between military action and humani-
tarian objectives. 
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(continued on page 6)

Peace Education in Afghanistan

MCC helps to support the work of Help the Afghan Children (HTAC), an organization 
dedicated to improving the lives of children in Afghanistan and helping them become 
educated, healthy, productive citizens.

For more than 30 years, Afghan children have been the innocent victims of violence, 
conflict and terror. Sixty to seventy percent of Afghan children who are exposed to 
violence suffer severe emotional trauma that not only affects their learning, but also 
their ability to develop emotional awareness, empathy, self-esteem and basic problem 
solving skills. 

Left unchecked, many of these children, especially boys, will grow up believing  
that violence is the only solution to coping and as a result, many become vulnerable  
to extremist viewpoints. HTAC believes that the best way to address the root causes  
of violence is to educate a new generation of Afghans who will embrace the principles 
of peace and work to break this vicious cycle. 

HTAC’s Peace Education Program has several 
key objectives: 1) providing tools to help children 
better cope with emotional trauma; 2) teaching 
children the basic concepts of peaceful everyday 
living, including non-violent conflict resolution; 
3) training teachers to role model peace educa-
tion concepts in the classroom; 4) involving 
children in activities where they can apply peace 
principles learned in class; and 5) working with 
parents to support peace education principles in 
the home.

More information about HTAC can be found 
at: helptheafghanchildren.org.

Peace is possible in Afghanistan, but only through efforts to address the underlying causes of poverty and conflict.

tion of the local governor) without 
consideration of larger strategic and 
capacity-building implications.” 

Furthermore, because the mili-
tary as an institution is designed and 
trained for security purposes and not 
for development, the use of the mili-
tary for development and reconstruc-
tion projects tends to focus efforts in 
areas where it serves strategic military 
or political interests rather than where 
it is most needed. 

Non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and development agencies, 
on the other hand, respond to com-
munities that are most in need. NGOs 
are often better positioned to make a 
long-term commitment to sustainable 
development, whereas the military 
may shift its resources and efforts due 
to changes in the security situation or 
shifts in deployment cycles.

Theo Sitther



John Paul Lederach, after telling a most amazing story 
about the “God of grace and God of glory” in a chapel 
at Eastern Mennonite University, encouraged the stu-

dents with these words: 

When you choose to walk in the path of justice, peace and 
reconciliation, take heart in knowing the path has been 
walked by others before you. Make sure to hold the hand of 
good friends who will walk at your side. Take a song with 
you. Put it deep inside so that no matter what happens, its 
seed can burst forth when you most need it. And know that 
it is the God of grace and the God of glory who breathes life 
into the seed and light onto your path.

Saint Paul, in Romans 8, wrote: “Likewise the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray 
as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words.”

Here is a description of the worship service at Community 
Mennonite Church (Lancaster, Pa.) on August 15, 2010—
an example of the need for song to do what little else could 
do, functioning as the voice of the Spirit for a congregation 
longing for comfort and healing. On that afternoon, the 
congregation participated in the memorial service for Glen 
Lapp, MCC worker killed in Afghanistan, whose body was 
found on August 6. 

At least four months earlier I was invited to lead a 
Sunday morning worship service there to introduce the 
contents of the newly acquired Sing the Story book. The 
song list was ready and instrumentalists were chosen well 

before Glen’s death. Astonishingly, no hymn was taken off 
or added to the list; every hymn seemed like an appropri-
ate memorial, lament, or affirmation of faith. Each hymn 
was intensified because of Glen’s death. Singing became a 
space for the gathering of spirit and thought and strength. 

There are times when we do not know how to pray 
together as a congregation, times when language by itself 
simply fails. To know how to pray and act in the twisted 
and tortured history of the destructive war in Afghanistan 
may well be one of those times. The congregation at wor-
ship on the morning of Glen Lapp’s memorial service sang 
with rare intensity for about an hour, reminding us all that 
the songs we carry with us can indeed burst forth when we 
most need them. 

Here’s what we sang, with a few “footnotes.” All titles 
are from Sing the Story (copyright 2007, Faith and Life 
Resources, Scottdale, Pa. and Waterloo, Ont.). This hym-
nal supplement contains hymns about Jesus; I’ve taken to 
calling it a “Jesus Book.” If my recollection is correct, my 
introductory comments noted that following the One about 
whom we would be singing can be a dangerous thing and 
can get you killed. Singing was without interruption, the 
only words used were minimal instructions. 

Singing together on the morning of August 15 was akin 
to singing our songs in a strange land. Texts and images 
that seemed to have a bitter edge because of the tragic 
events that had touched the congregation deeply miracu-
lously turned sweet on the tongue when they were sung.
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Take a Song with You
by Ken Nafziger

Worship Resources

Glen Lapp; Ruth Zimmerman, former MCC representative for India and 
Afghanistan; and Theo Sitther, MCC Washington, in Kabul, December 2010. 
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Praise the One who breaks the darkness, 1

The One described in this hymn is the One who sum-
mons others to do kingdom work; it got the One killed, 
and it has gotten others killed as well.

Prepare the way of the Lord, 14

“And all people will see”—not some people, all people!

Jesus, what a wonderful child, 19 

The gift of this exuberant spiritual on this particular 
morning was an incredible burst of energy and joy and 
strength. No other song and no other subject (Jesus) 
might have given us quite the same experience.

Helpless and hungry, 26 (+ What child is this)

This most amazing text will not allow us to leave the 
baby lying in the manger, but describes Jesus as one 
who is completely willing to get his hands dirty in the 
world of human events. Such behavior can get one 
killed.

Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem, 32

The beautiful star of Bethlehem is seen first by the Magi, 
representatives of another religious tradition, and com-
ing from and through lands with which the U.S. is now 
currently at war.

Vin pran, 46

Daryl Snider, who had worked for a period of time in 
Haiti, led the congregation in singing this hymn. He is 
a former student of mine, and for me on that Sunday 
morning was a living example of one whose passion  
led him to do kingdom work in another difficult place  
on earth. That in itself moved me deeply.

Woza nomthwalo wakho, 50

“For Jesus will never say no.”

Here to the house of God we come, 53

Unless a grain of wheat, 56

“Unless” is a very difficult word to grasp in this context. 
Is there no other choice besides “unless”?

Abre mis ojos, 65

To see like you see, hear like you hear, love like you love 
are three impossible tasks, even on a joyous day. How 
can this be possible today, or tomorrow, or in a couple 
of weeks?

Khudaya, rahem kar, 67

A prayer for God’s mercy in the Urdu language from 
Pakistan. It was reported that the murderers escaped 
across the border into Pakistan. 

Lay down your head, 85

Nothing is lost on the breath of God, 121

Never an easy hymn to sing, this one became nearly  
impossible for many on this Sunday. The combination of 
imageries is almost unbearable: the completely vulner-
able (the breath, the glimpse, the love from the heart) 
and the fundamental assertion that nothing is lost.

My soul cries out, 124

An affirmation of the triumph of life over death, of hope 
over despair, of giving rather than saving one’s life that 
concluded the morning worship service. 

My heart shall sing for the day you bring. 
Let the fire of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, 
for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn.

The benediction Pastor Susan Gascho-Cooke chose that 
Sunday was from Sing the Story (176):

Go into the world
with a daring and tender love.
The world is waiting.
Go in peace.
And all that you do,
do it for love. 

It was my sense that we were on holy ground that morning, 
and that we were quite aware of the place to which song 
brought us for renewal.

Ken Nafziger is professor of music at Eastern Mennonite 
University.
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Andrew Wilder, a research director 
at the Feinstein International Center at 
Tufts University, has conducted exten-
sive research on the effectiveness of 
militarized aid. He states: 

Foreign aid should focus on promot-
ing humanitarian and development 
objectives, where there is evidence 
of positive impact, rather than on 
promoting counterinsurgency objec-
tives, where there is not. Without 
compelling evidence to the contrary, 
the United States should stop wast-
ing money on a “weapons system’’ 
that seems to be largely based on 
wishful thinking and the delusion 
that money can buy Afghan hearts 
and minds.

Numerous examples show it is  
possible to meet human need, inde-
pendent of military and political  
considerations:

• The Afghan Ministry of Education 
has worked with NGOs to establish 
more than 1,000 schools, provid-
ing access to primary education for 
nearly 7 million children. 

• The Ministry of Public Health 
through its Basic Package of Health 
Services program has worked to 
provide basic healthcare to 85 per-
cent of the population. 

• The Ministry of Rural Rehabilita-
tion and Development launched the 
National Solidarity Program (NSP) 
in 2003, to build the capacity of local 
communities to carry out their own 
development processes. So far the 
NSP has served more than 26,000 
villages across all 34 provinces.  
(For more information on the NSP, 
see page 7.)

Peace is possible in Afghanistan, but 
only through genuine efforts to ad-
dress the underlying causes of poverty, 
conflict and insecurity. The United 
States must be willing to make a long-
term commitment to demilitarize Af-
ghanistan and to commit to long-term 
sustainable development efforts. 

While taxpayer money continues to 
be wasted through a military strategy 
that has shown little success in Af-
ghanistan, Congress is looking to cut 
funding to civilian aid agencies and 
much-needed domestic programs. 

Ending wasteful militarized aid 
strategies and supporting Afghan ef-
forts like the NSP could go a long way 
toward achieving peace and helping to 
meet human need here in the United 
States and in Afghanistan. *

A Path to Peace (continued from page 3)

U.S. Military Spending, 2001–2012

2001–02 2003 2004 2005 2006

*Fiscal years 2011 and 2012 numbers reflect the President’s request and have not yet been finalized.
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by Ahmad Rashid Watanpahl

Development programs have to 
be designed and directed in 
light of the Afghan National 

Development Strategy, which explic-
itly outlines Afghanistan’s strategy 
for security, governance, economic 
growth and poverty reduction. 

In particular, the focus should be 
on long-term sustainable programs 
that encourage higher community par-
ticipation and contribute to strengthen-
ing local governance. It is important 
that Afghans themselves take a lead-
ing role both in conceptual design and 
implementation of these programs.

The National Solidarity Program 
(NSP) was created in 2003 by the 
Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and 
Development to develop local capacity 
to indentify, design, plan, implement 
and oversee projects. The program 
is implemented through partnerships 
with local non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs).

As a partner with NSP, Sanayee 
Development Organization (SDO) 
helps to form a Community Devel-
opment Council (CDC) in each area 
where we work. The members of 
a CDC are democratically elected 
through full community participation. 

Within the CDCs, committees are 
formed and a Community Develop-
ment Plan is developed. SDO then 
provides training on various topics, 
from proposal writing to monitoring 
and evaluation and how to integrate 
peacebuilding and conflict analysis. 
We fully involve the community in all 
financial affairs of the program, which 
allows for full transparency and miti-
gates corruption. 

SDO has so far worked to form  
486 CDCs, which have served 540,594 
people within the 11 districts of Kabul 
province. The project has empowered 
community members who now have 
the capacity to come up with their own 
initiatives and developed a sense of 
solidarity and cooperation among the 
community members. Specifically, the 
project has made it possible for com-
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An Afghan 
Development Model

Bridge construction project in Kandahar prov-
ince through the National Solidarity Program.

Women participate in a Community Development 
Council vote in Kapisa province.

nspafghanistan.org

munity members to come together and 
represent themselves as one unit collec-
tively working on the development of 
their community.

Further, one of the most visible 
effects of the project is its emphasis 
on gender equity, including the estab-
lishment of women’s councils. From 
the start of the project, there is an em-
phasis on considering women a strong 
part of the society and seeking to em-
power them gradually. 

The initiative has also challenged 
the existence of traditional councils 
and the rule of warlords in a com-
munity. Traditionally, the main deci-
sions within a community rest in the 
hands of the head of the village, called 
“Malik,” who may or may not be the 
ideal power holder for the community 
members. However, the NSP provides 
for the formation of an elected entity, 
the Community Development Council, 
which is a collection of representatives 
selected by the community.

The mobilization and involvement 
of the community has been the most 
effective element of the program. 
Apart from empowering the commu-
nity to identify their needs, and design 
and monitor their sub-projects, one 
sees a great degree of positive change 
in the mindset of community mem-
bers, who have long been subject to 
the devastation of war. 

People who used to chant the slo-
gans of war now offer to work for 
peace and solidarity. People have 
come together to resolve their con-
flicts and to collectively work for the 
welfare of their community. After four 
years of working with communities, 
we can clearly notice that there have 
been major changes in their attitude 
towards living in peace and solidarity.

Ahmad Rashid Watanpahl is Act-
ing Program Director at Sanayee 
Development Organization, an MCC 
partner agency in Afghanistan. More 
information about SDO can be found 
at sanayee.org.af.



by Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach

last year a group of MCC staff 
met with a young woman who 
was running for the Iraqi Parlia-

ment. When asked what had motivated 
her to do this, she explained her desire 
to give voice to people’s frustrations. 
“People are fed up,” she said.

That frustration is becoming in-
creasingly evident. In late February 
Iraqis organized a “Day of Rage,” 
along the lines of protests organized 
in other Middle Eastern countries, to 
call for reforms within their govern-
ment. The protests highlighted the lack 
of basic needs such as adequate clean 
water and electricity, along with high 
rates of unemployment and poverty. 

The Iraqi government bears respon-
sibility for providing basic needs for 
their people. But the role of the U.S. 
must not be forgotten. The U.S. inva-
sion of Iraq in 2003 and subsequent 
fighting destroyed much of Iraq’s 
infrastructure. This was followed by 
poorly managed reconstruction efforts, 
so huge sums of money were invested 
by the United States with few tangible 
or sustainable results.

Now, as the U.S. transitions from 
a military to a civilian role in Iraq, the 
need for better development practices 
remains critical. If the transition hap-
pens on schedule, all 50,000 U.S. 
troops remaining in Iraq will be with-
drawn by December 31, 2011. 

Funding for U.S. efforts in Iraq is 
projected to drop accordingly, from 
about $75 billion (in the Pentagon’s 
budget) in the current fiscal year to 
less than $20 billion in the next fiscal 
year, most of it to be administered by 
the State Department. 

How well this money is used could 
affect, in part, whether Iraqis continue 
to be frustrated. Most critical will be 
how much say Iraqis will have in the 
planning and implementing of projects 
in their own communities.  

Thus far most decisions about U.S. 
development projects in Iraq have been 
made in Washington, far from the needs 
and concerns of Iraqis. When projects 
have been led by Iraqis and involved 
Iraqi civil society in a significant way, 
they have been much more successful.  

The leaders of the State Depart-
ment and the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development committed last 
year to “working closely and consult-
ing with organizations and the people 
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most directly affected by programs 
and activities.” 

Making this commitment is a good 
start. But it must be more than just 
words on paper. The U.S. should ac-
tively engage civil society leaders in 
Iraq, as well as government leaders.  
This would demonstrate the impor-
tance of a strong and engaged civil so-
ciety, something that is sorely needed.

Iraqis have suffered much and are 
understandably frustrated with the state 
of affairs in their country. It is critical 
that there be ways, like the path sought 
by the young candidate for Parliament, 
for the people of Iraq to express this 
peacefully and to know that their con-
cerns are being heard and addressed. *

Iraq

Support MCC peace projects  
in Iraq and Afghanistan

IRAq  MCC supports a peace education 
school at Al Hadi Youth Club, located 
in an impoverished neighborhood of 
Baghdad. The project will reach some 
160 children over four sessions, target-
ing children who have dropped out of 
school. Children will learn about peace, 
acceptance and tolerance through 
activities such as drama, music, sports 
and stories. $40 pays the cost of class-
room materials and a school bag for 
one student.

AfghAnISTAn  MCC Global Family 
funds support computer, peace, and 
environmental education programs in 
five schools, as well as operational and program support for Help the Afghan  
Children’s first model school in Afghanistan (see page 3 for more on Help the 
Afghan Children). $300 provides one annual Global Family sponsorship.

Your gift helps build peace in Iraq and Afghanistan. Give online at mcc.org.  

“People are fed up”

Wael, Hayder, Rami and Mahmood participate 
in the peace education school in Baghdad.
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Website Resource Highlights

The MCC Washington Office website provides 
information about the office, action alerts, upcom-
ing events, and resources on domestic and interna-
tional issues. Recent highlights include:

federal Budget As Congress 
and the Obama Administra-
tion seek to create a federal 
budget that will decrease  
the nation’s deficit, many 
important programs that fight 
poverty and promote peace  
are facing severe cuts.  

Find resources, faith reflections, and advocacy 
suggestions on our new Federal Budget page  
at washington.mcc.org/issues/budget. 

U.S. economic Justice Many 
Americans experience extreme 
need. The MCC Washington 
Office monitors and advocates 
for adequate funding for pro-
grams in the areas of hunger, 
housing, access to health care, 

and other economic justice programs designed to 
support communities and individuals. Find more 
information and resources at washington.mcc.org/
issues/useconomicjustice. 

International Adaptation Assistance As a result of 
global climate change, many countries in the global 
South are facing the threat of severe humanitarian 
crises. Although these nations are the most vulner-
able to climate change, it is rich, industrialized 
nations that bear the greatest responsibility for emit-
ting greenhouse gases. Resources, faith reflections 
and policy solutions are available at washington.
mcc.org/issues/environment/adaptation. 

1,000 faith leaders Initiative 
The MCC Washington Of-
fice joins other faith-based 
organizations in an initiative to 
deliver a letter with signatures 
of more than 1,000 faith lead-
ers to President Obama. The 

letter urges the president to expand life-saving 
debt cancellation and ensure responsible finance 
for the world’s poorest countries. Learn more at 
washington.mcc.org/issues/globalecon/debt/1000_
faith_letters. 
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The Washington Memo Online
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The Washington Memo Blog offers quick updates 
on current issues and news relevant to work here  
at the MCC Washington Office. Here are some  
excerpts from recent blog posts: 

Funding Our Priorities
February 23, 2011

“Early Saturday February 19 
the House of Representatives 
passed legislation (H.R. 1) that 
would cut federal spending 

by $61 billion. The cuts come mainly in programs 
dedicated to assistance for vulnerable populations 
in the U.S. and internationally.

“Together, these two areas of the budget rep-
resent just 15 percent of U.S. spending. Although 
the same legislation requests a defense budget 3 
percent lower than the President’s 2011 request, it 
is still $8 billion higher than 2010 levels. Defense 
spending represents over 50 percent of U.S. discre-
tionary (not mandatory) spending.

“The math is questionable: how can we address 
the deficit without addressing the most expensive 
portion of the budget?  Even beyond military 
spending, H.R. 1 fails to adequately address a 
number of root causes of the nation’s deficit. . . .”

Halt Deportations to Haiti
March 14, 2011

“The Interfaith Immigration Coalition, a partner-
ship of 32 faith-based organizations, submitted a 
letter to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment on Friday calling for a halt to deportations  
to Haiti:

We call on you to suspend deportations to Haiti 
until conditions on the ground improve consider-
ably and workable policies can be put in place to 
protect the lives and dignity of returnees. Deporta-
tions place an unnecessary burden on a country 
still struggling to recover from a devastating natu-
ral disaster. . . .
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ADVoCACY SToRIeS

Immigration Study and Action in Minnesota 
Congregation

faith Mennonite Church (Minneapolis, Minn.) led their lo-
cal community in a series of workshops on immigration 
reform. Topics included: immigration throughout history, 
the flaws of the current system, migrant experiences, and 
an Anabaptist perspective on immigration. The church also 
participated in an Immigration Faith Action in witness to 
government.

Mennonite Church USA Stands Against Indiana 
Immigration Bill

On March 7, Mennonite Church USA leadership held a press 
conference to oppose a bill passed by the Indiana State Sen-
ate that mirrors Arizona’s immigration enforcement bill. 
“Together we stand opposed to Indiana Senate Bill 590,” 
their statement read. “Jesus demonstrated that God’s love 
has no borders.” 

*
Advocates’ Corner

The Advocates’ Corner 
highlights current advo-
cacy work by Anabaptist 
congregations. Please  
let us know what your 
congregation is doing,  
so that we can include  
it in a future issue.

SAMPle leTTeR: AfghAnISTAn

Dear Member of Congress,

I am writing to urge your support for genuine peace and 
development efforts in Afghanistan.

After almost ten years of military intervention in Afghani-
stan, U.S. policies have done little to address serious con-
cerns about poverty and impoverishment, nor have they 
brought stability. In fact, peace in Afghanistan remains 
elusive as casualties continue to mount on all sides of the 
conflict. 

Additionally, U.S. efforts to “win the hearts and minds” 
of the Afghan people through militarized aid efforts have 
proven to be ineffective, a waste of taxpayer dollars and  
an infringement of humanitarian space for independent  
humanitarian workers. 

I urge you to support efforts that  
genuinely work to meet the needs  
of the Afghan people through  
programs that are impartial and  
independent of strategic military  
and political considerations.

Sincerely,

[Name and address]

This letter is also available online 
at washingtonmemo.org/newsletter/
spring11.

UPCOMING EVENTS
For the Peace of Jerusalem, May 22–24

The 2011 Churches for Middle East Peace advocacy con-
ference will be held in Washington, DC. Archbishop Elias 
Chacour will keynote the conference. Visit cmep.org for 
more information.

Bridges to the Cross: Mennonite Church USA Convention July 4–9

If you will be attending the Mennonite Church USA Convention in Pittsburgh, be sure to 
stop by the MCC booth. MCC Washington Office staff will be helping to lead workshops for 
youth and adults on trade, immigration, Israel-Palestine and Afghanistan.   
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(Front) Marty Lehman and André Gingerich Stoner of Mennonite Church 
USA. (Back row, l. to r.) Gwen Gustafson-Zook, MCC Great Lakes; Dan 
Miller, Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference; Lois Johns Kaufmann, 
Central District Conference; Stanley Kropf, MCC Great Lakes; Stanley 
Green, Mennonite Mission Network; Carlos Romero, Mennonite Education 
Agency; Sara Wenger Shenk, Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary; 
Larry D. Miller, Everence; and Rick Stiffney, MHS Alliance. Not pictured: 
Jim Brenneman, Goshen College.



12Th AnnUAl hIgh SChool eSSAY ConTeST

The annual MCC Washington Office essay contest pro-
vides an opportunity for young people to reflect on public 
policy and Anabaptist faith. The contest is open to Menno-
nite, Brethren in Christ and other Anabaptist youth of high 
school age, and to all youth who attend Mennonite high 
schools.

Grand prize was awarded to Karina Ortman. Excerpts 
from her essay follow. Other winners included Rebecca 
Hardy of Eastern Mennonite High School (Harrisonburg, 
Va.) and James Helmuth of Bethany Christian High School 
(Goshen, Ind.). 

A Voice for Those Who Are Not Heard
Karina Ortman, Freeman Academy, Freeman, South Dakota

If you needed a job to support your family, and there were no jobs available, 
would you leave your family to try to find work in another country? If there 
were better educational opportunities in another country, would you leave your 
current country to receive a better education elsewhere? . . .

Immigration in the United States has increased, and U.S. policies have con-
tributed to this. The North American Free Trade Agreement was implemented 
on January 1, 1994, between Canada, the United States, and Mexico. This agree-
ment immediately limited tariffs on many of the goods produced by the three 
countries. It also called for the gradual elimination of all other remaining barriers 
over a period of fifteen years. This included cross-border investment and move-
ment of goods from one country to another.  

Benefits of NAFTA have been reported . . . However, all of these “benefits” 
only take the United States into consideration. They do not account for what hap-
pened in Mexico due to NAFTA. Excess products, such as corn, from the United 
States were sent to Mexico and flooded their economy. Many farmers could not 
make a living, so they were forced to go north to find work. Wages in Mexico 
have stagnated and have even declined in some industries since NAFTA took ef-
fect. Also, over a million corn farmers have been displaced because of subsidized 
corn from the United States and Canada flooding the Mexican economy. These 
farmers who can no longer support their families try to cross the border illegally  
to find work in the United States in order to support their families . . .

If we were in the situation of desperately trying to support our families, would 
we not want the opportunity to go somewhere where we could try to find a job? 
Were not most of us immigrants to the United States at one point? We were wel-
comed and even encouraged to migrate. The Bible tells us to love our neighbors. 
“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18 NIV). Should we not as Christians welcome 
immigrants to our country? Are not the immigrants our neighbors? We are called 
to care for our neighbors, and we must call our leaders to care for them as well.

*
*

*

WASHINGTON MEMO is published quarterly by 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Washington 
Office staff. Send subscription requests to  
MCC, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500. For 
address changes, send both addresses to MCC. 

Staff: Tammy Alexander, Patricia Kisare, 
Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach (Director and Man-
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All biblical quotes are from the New Revised 
Standard Version, unless otherwise noted. 

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Senator ______________
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3121
senate.gov

Representative ______________
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 224-3121
house.gov

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111
president@whitehouse.gov

MCC U.S. Washington Office
920 Pennsylvania Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20003
(202) 544-6564
mccwash@mcc.org
washington.mcc.org
washingtonmemo.org

SIGN UP!

Sign up for our e-mail action alert lists  
by going to washington.mcc.org or by  
contacting mccwash@mcc.org.

UPCOMING DATES

April 16–19
National Youth Convention
U.S. Conference of Mennonite Brethren
MCC Washington workshops:  
Colombia, immigration
San Antonio

May 22–24
Churches for Middle East Peace conference 
Washington, D.C.

STAFF UPDATES

This spring we are joined by Sarah Birkebak, a recent graduate of Messiah  
College; Ebuka Mefor, a student at Calvin College; and Janelle Tupper, a student  
at American University.  

Patricia Kisare visited MCC programs in Zimbabwe, Congo and Burundi in 
March. She is available to share with congregations about her experience. To 
request a speaker from the Washington Office, email mccwash@mcc.org or call 
(202) 544-6564.  

Karina Ortman
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Mennonite
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washington.mcc.org/resources/reflections

Christian political advocacy is . . . 

n deeply rooted in the Bible

n a form of public witness

n a tangible way of loving our neighbor

Staff from MCC’s three advocacy 

offices—in Ottawa, Washington 

and New York City—now offer 

weekly reflections on biblical 

texts from the revised Common 

Lectionary readings.
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