
Haitian Campaign Mobilizes Against Unjust 
Free Trade Agreements 

 

 
 
The text on this dramatic logo literally means: “It’s enough. Stop the death plan.” In 
colloquial Creole, plan lanmò, or the death plan, refers to the neoliberali policies that 
have been applied in Haiti primarily by means of free trade agreements and conditions on 
external loans.  
 
Haitian popular movements are unanimous in their recognition that the disaster caused by 
the January 12th, 2010 earthquake is the result of a socio-historical process whose main 
features are exclusion, injustice, and inequality, exacerbated by the application of 
neoliberal policies over three decades. 
 
While the situation of displaced victims in Haiti continues to degenerate, private sector 
and multi-national plans to build free zones and investment infrastructure are flourishing 
and the Haitian economy continues to bear the brunt of bad public policy.  
 
On February 17th, a group made up of 19 organizations, grassroots associations and 
NGOsii launched a campaign to say once and for all, “It’s enough!”  
 
The campaign seeks to sever Haiti’s adherence to the system of market-driven policies 
that have resulted in a violation of the majority of the population’s rights, including 
access to healthcare, education, clean water and safe housing.  
 
As such, KANPE PLAN LANMÒ A calls for a 5-year moratorium on trade 

liberalization agreements and the promotion of alternative economic and social policies. 
 
The main objective of the campaign is to pressure  the Haitian State to solicit and obtain 
from the relevant institutions a moratorium of at least five years on trade liberalization 



agreements. The campaign also advocates for the establishment of public policies that 
will strengthen the country’s capacity to renegotiate trade agreements towards positive 
social and economic development and real regional integration. To help achieve these 
overall goals, the campaign will be disseminating the content of these free trade 
agreements to raise awareness of the consequences and implications they have on the 
country in general and on more vulnerable classes in particular. 
 
The organizations involved in the campaign also want to emphasize that the agreements 
are illegitimate and illegal with regard to Haitian law, the constitution and international 
human rights conventions, in particular those relative to Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights. They aim to pressure the Haitian government to ratify the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as well as contribute to strengthening popular 
movements for public policy alternatives. 
 
The promoters of the campaign ask that the Haitian State ceases its participation in 
negotiations under the Doha Development Round, the current trade-negotiation round of 
World Trade Organization, in order to take the time to define economic and social 
policies that would allow Haiti’s economic integration to take place on equal footing; 
while also analyzing the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with the European 
Union in order to renegotiate the terms.  
 
The campaign seeks to obtain a moratorium on debt service payments to International 
Financial Institutions, ratify the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, and initiate a process of public policy development that is viable for all sectors of 
Haitian society; all in order to strengthen the country’s capacity to participate in regional 
and global economic integration in a sovereign way. 
 
The campaign will be carried out through a variety of activities during its first phase, 
which runs until November: training; information-sharing and awareness-raising; 
mobilization with participating groups of artists, intellectuals, and Haitian musicians; 
proposal of alternatives and recommendations for improved public policy; peaceful 
demonstrations and sit-ins; as well as advocacy targeting the Haitian Government and 
regional and international institutions.  
  
 

Adapted from official campaign press release by Alexis Erkert Depp, MCC Haiti 

Advocacy Coordinator 

                                                 
i Neoliberalism is a market-driven approach to economic and social policy that seeks economic 
liberalization, the cutting of public expenditure for social services, reduction of government regulations, 
and privatization.  
 
ii
 These include APV, CEAAL-Haïti, CHANDEL, Fondation Zanmi Timoun, FRAKKA, GARR, 

GREAAL, ICKL, JILAP, KRD, MCC, MODEP, PAPDA, POHDH, SAJ/VEYE YO, SAKS, SANT PON 
AYITI, SOFA, and UNNOH.  
 


