
by Janelle Tupper

This issue of the Washington 
Memo explores how harsh im-
migration enforcement policies 

have impacted families, including a 
first-person story of a mother separated 
from her children (page 7). We also 
hear about how Mennonite Central 
Committee works with immigrants and 
how government policies can and must 
be changed to keep families together.

The immigration debate is often 
ugly, full of heated rhetoric and hate-
ful speech. Beyond fear-mongering 
and misinformation, there is another 
factor driving the push for harsh en-
forcement of immigration law: profits. 

The figures are shocking. Com-
panies such as Lockheed-Martin, 
Boeing, Halliburton, and others have 
received contracts from U.S. Customs 
and Border Patrol ranging from tens 
to hundreds of millions of dollars over 
the past few years. These contracts are 
aimed at “securing” the border through 
fencing, surveillance, and weapons. 

As borders become increasingly 
militarized in the face of men and 
women seeking economic opportu-
nity, these numbers give us pause to 
consider what is really necessary and 
how much of the “border threat” is 
imagined in order to serve corporate 
interests.    

The figures are no more palat-
able for immigrant detention. Half of 
the full-time detention centers used 
by U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) are run by two 
private companies, the Corrections 
Corporation of America (CCA) and 
Geo Group. 

CCA and Geo Group each reported 
billions of dollars in profits in 2009, 
with significant portions coming from 
contracts with ICE. Stock prices for 
both companies soared in 2007, when 
President Bush increased funding for 
immigration enforcement. 

Reports are growing of corpora-
tions pushing for harsher immigration 
enforcement, or even helping lawmak-
ers craft laws in their favor, such as 
Arizona’s Senate Bill 1070, which 
greatly increased demand for centers 
to hold individuals detained by local 
police. 

The consequences of our immigra-
tion system are clear: a family torn 
apart, a bright student unable to attend 
college, a young man sent back to dan-
gerous conditions in a country he has 
never known. We gain nothing from 
such practices. 

Immigration policy should not be 
designed with the interests of corpora-
tions at heart, but of people: U.S. citi-
zens and immigrants alike. The human 
suffering caused by border enforce-
ment and immigrant detention is not 
justified by impressive stock prices or 
rising corporate executive salaries. 

The Hebrew prophets cried out 
against those who oppress the vulner-
able to increase their own wealth, and 
we should do the same. * 
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by Tammy Alexander

in a speech on immigration in El 
Paso, Texas in May of this year, 
President Obama said, “I don’t 

believe the United States of America 
should be in the business of separating 
families. That’s not right. That’s not 
who we are.” Yet thousands of fami-
lies are separated each year under his 
watch.

The stories are heart-wrenching. 
A teenage girl describes through tear-
soaked eyes how Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents 
came in the middle of the night and 
took her mother. She now helps to 
care for her younger siblings, includ-
ing an infant sister.

A man with a work visa who has 
lived in the country legally for over a 

decade misfiles a change of address 
form. Agents come to his house, take 
him away, detain him, and eventually 
deport him. He is no longer able to 
help care for a sick family member in 
the United States. 

A young man who has lived in the 
country since he was a small child is 
deported after being picked up for mis-
demeanor drug possession. He leaves 
behind a pregnant wife. 

A young woman is swept up in a 
raid at her workplace, leaving behind  
a 4-month-old daughter.

Families separated

These stories are repeated over and 
over again in communities throughout 
the United States (see Fernanda’s story 
on page 7). A record number of im-
migrants were deported in fiscal year 
2010 —more than 392,000. About half 
had criminal convictions, including mi-
nor offenses such as traffic violations. 

Policymakers charge such deporta-
tions are necessary to keep U.S. citi-

zens safe. Are we really made safer by 
taking mothers from babies? 

An estimated four million U.S.-born 
children currently live in mixed-status 
families where at least one parent is an 
undocumented immigrant. One young 
man visiting a congressional office was 
heard to say, “As a U.S. citizen, don’t 
I have the right to live with both of my 
parents?” As a human being, he should 
have that right.

A culture of unwelcome

Although the Obama administration 
has promised to focus immigration de-
portation efforts on those with serious 
criminal convictions, ICE raids con-
tinue to target those with no criminal 
history and those convicted of minor 
offenses.

In January, ICE agents in Michi-
gan made 77 arrests over four days. 
The majority of those detained had no 
criminal background. In February, a 
raid in Ellensburg, Washington, swept 
up a longtime church pastor, parents 
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In the past 10 years more than 
100,000 parents of U.S.-citizen 
children have been deported. 
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of young children, and a woman seven 
months pregnant. The only charges 
against the 30 people held in the raid 
were immigration violations. 

In Detroit, Michigan, in March, 
ICE agents followed parents walking 
their children to and from school–an 
action contrary to stated ICE policies. 

All across our country, there is a 
culture of unwelcome. If you travel 
on Amtrak or Greyhound within 100 
miles of the border, you may be asked 
to show proof of citizenship. Several 
members of Congress would like to 
repeal the portion of the 14th amend-
ment that provides for birthright citi-
zenship. There is even talk of requir-
ing proof of citizenship for children to 
receive free and reduced price lunches 
in schools. 

Waiting for reform

When President Obama took office in 
2009, pledging reform of the broken 
immigration system, there was hope 
that comprehensive reform might 
finally be within reach. Instead, anti-
immigrant rhetoric in Congress turned 
uglier and, with few exceptions, the 
Obama administration largely contin-
ued the immigration policies of the 
previous administration.  

Attempting to mollify critics, Presi-
dent Obama points to increased border 
security since 2008. Rather than chal-
lenging the premise that we can solve 
our nation’s immigration problems 
through increased enforcement, he has 
reinforced that premise with his words 
and actions. 

But no matter how many miles of 
walls we build and thousands of peo-
ple we deport, no matter how many 
National Guard troops we send to the 
border, the appetite for more border 
security will never be satisfied.

What you can do

While members of Congress and the 
administration point fingers at each 
other and punt the problem down the 
road to at least 2013, immigrant fami-
lies continue to needlessly suffer. Here 
are three things you can do to help:

1. Call for administrative relief

While President Obama insists that 
any changes in current immigration 
policy must come from Congress, 

there is actually much the president 
can do to prevent families from being 
separated. 

To start with, the administration 
can direct ICE to make liberal use of 
alternatives to deportation in cases 
where families would be separated and 
where the individual in question has 
good moral character and would other-
wise be eligible for a visa. 

Also, President Obama can hold 
ICE agents accountable to focus ac-
tivities solely on those involved in 
serious criminal acts. 

Finally, the administration should 
discontinue programs like Secure 
Communities and 287g which enlist 
local police officers to enforce im-
migration laws. Such programs use 
scarce resources, increase distrust of 
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Deportations to Haiti

The U.S. government suspended deportations of Haitian immigrants after the 2010 
earthquake, but resumed them in January of this year. One deportee has already 
died of cholera-like symptoms. Not only do deportations jeopardize the lives of those 
returned to the country, they also divert resources from Haiti’s recovery effort. 

Read more and take action at washington.mcc.org/haitideportations.

(continued on page 6)

Reaching out to newcomers

In a small storefront beside the First Haitian Church of the Brethren in Brooklyn, N.Y., Menno-
nite Central Committee (MCC) East Coast immigration counselor Sara Mateo-Deo, of Elmont, 
N.Y., leans toward client Emmanuel Limonta, flipping through the thick sheaf of documents he 
has brought.

For more than a year, MCC has supported Mateo-Deo and Sylvia Shirk, pastor of Manhat-
tan Mennonite Fellowship, to work each Thursday at this site under the supervision of a law 
graduate and an attorney from Lutheran Social Services.

“You listen to people’s experiences,” said Mateo-Deo. “Sometimes you cry with them, you 
laugh with them.”

Before Haiti’s devastating earthquake in January 2010, many Haitians lived and worked in 
New York and sent money to Haiti, often building homes there. After the earthquake, though, 
with homes destroyed and people living on the streets, many families began quickly search-
ing for ways to bring children or relatives to New York.

There are successes, but both Mateo-Deo and Shirk have faced the task of telling some-
one they have no legal way to remain in the U.S. or to bring a relative from Haiti. “Some of it 
is so complicated, and it results in family tragedies,” Shirk said.

No matter the situation, Mateo-Deo 
and Shirk offer what assistance they 
can, ministering to clients in the pro-
cess. “We are called to serve. We are 
called to bring peace and spread the 
name of Jesus around,” said Mateo-
Deo. “When they see the love we have 
for them and truly caring for their situa-
tion, whether we can help them or not,  
I think they see that.”

Read the complete story at mcc.org/
news.

Marla Pierson Lester is MCC’s publica-
tions managing editor and web content 
editor.
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MCC East Coast immigration counselor Sara Mateo-Deo 
confers with client Emmanuel Limonta. Mateo-Deo meets 
with immigrants each Thursday at this storefront beside 
the First Haitian Church of the Brethren in Brooklyn, N.Y. 



greed over available spaces and resources clouds our 
immigration conversations. This worship service is 
structured as a reflective meditation on migration. It 

seeks to give space to consider our own immigrant status 
(on two levels: that our Christian citizenship is elsewhere, 
and many of our ancestors come from outside the borders 
of the U.S.), and to listen to recent immigrants who are  
affected by the policies being debated. Biblical teach-
ings on hospitality are clear, from the Torah through the 
Epistles. 

Come, let us worship . . . 

Prelude music 

A small instrumental ensemble of musicians could play 
some Latin American music, beginning with something 
lively (such as STJ 8, Somos pueblo que camina or STJ 
64, Somos el cuerpo de Cristo) and ending with something 
reflective (such as STJ 69, Cuando el pobre or STS 6, Abre 
mis ojos). These songs would also work well elsewhere in 
the service.

Call to worship

A table should be covered with a colorful cloth, with five 
fairly large candles of differing colors or textures placed on 
it. Five persons will move slowly forward through the sanc-
tuary, and light the candles while facing the congregation. 
After the candle is lit, each will read his or her lines. This 
part of the service should not be rushed.

1st Person: 
I light a light in the name of God who lit the world 
and breathed the breath of life into all people: 
rich and poor; documented and undocumented; 
citizens and residents—all God’s children.

2nd Person:
I light a light in the name of the Son, 
the refugee, migrant, undocumented Christ,
who saved the world 
and stretched out his hand to all people of the world.

3rd Person:
I light a light in the name of the Spirit 
who travels with each one of us; 
the Spirit, who migrates with and blesses all souls; 
the Spirit of hope and love and peace.

4th Person:
I light a light in the name 
of all undocumented persons living in the shadows, 
who pray unceasingly for life and legislation that will 
set them free.

5th Person: 
I light a light of hope that will illuminate this day  
    and all days, 
so that no one in this country will have to live  
    in the shadows 
but will walk and work and live openly, 
as welcomed sisters and brothers.

Opening prayer 

The opening prayer should be in two parts: (1) a prayer  
that acknowledges what the congregation brings to this  
moment and (2) a prayer adapting phrases from this “Prayer 
of the Immigrant” from the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Justice for Immigrants campaign. 

You are the God who bears the brunt of the question, 
“Why didn’t you stay where you belong?”
You feel the red-faced embarrassment when we hear, 
“Keep your distance, you foreigner, with
your different-colored skin and your strange-sounding 

speech, 
with your culture, food, religion, and clothing that  

are inferior to my own.”
You are the God who sits alongside of us who work  

in sweatshops, 
with our bloodshot eyes and aching fingers squinting under 

the soul-less glare of a fluorescent light.
You are the God who rises early in the morning with us 
as we go to harvest fresh vegetables and fruits 
picked with fingers stained by the pesticides and fungicides 

that penetrate our skin.
You are the God who stands with us in the chill of the 

morning in the parking lot, 
with anxious stomachs hoping that we too would be picked 

to work just for that one day.

Loving God, as we stand before you today, 
help us to remember that when we speak of immigrants  

and refugees, we speak of Christ.
Hear our prayers for necessary, just and comprehensive  

immigration reform.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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by Ken Nafziger

Worship resources
I was a stranger and you welcomed me…
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Abbreviations   HWB Hymnal: A Worship Book 

STJ Sing the Journey 

STS Sing the Story

Singing

HWB 55 Cantemos al Señor
HWB 46 I sing the mighty power of God
HWB 397 God loves all his many people

Hearing and opening the Scriptures 

I. A wandering Aramean was my ancestor . . .  
(Deuteronomy 26:1-5)

Our faith story is a long history of wandering as pilgrims 
and aliens. Look up some of these stories; read selected 
phrases. Have members of the congregation prepare brief 
stories (no longer than 200 words) from their own experi-
ences as illustrations of having been shown hospitality.

II. You shall have one law for the alien and for the citizen . . . 
(Leviticus 24:22)

Earlier this year, Archbishop Tutu wrote regarding  
Arizona’s latest immigration laws: 

Abominations such as apartheid do not start with an entire 
population suddenly becoming inhumane. . . . They start 
with generalizing unwanted characteristics across an en-
tire segment of a population. . . . They start with stripping 
people of rights and dignity . . . Not because it is right, but 
because [they] can . . . because somehow, [they] think this 
[solves] a problem.

Confessional prayer would be appropriate here. The prayer 
below is excerpted from “In the Migrant Journey,” writ-
ten by Saulo Padilla, director of immigration education for 
MCC U.S. 

I walk with my brothers and sisters in desolation. 
Are you here God?
Please don’t be far. 
I am afraid and my soul is trembling.
You cried in Gethsemane, come cry with me.

Many hunt for us and we are accused of breaking  
 the law;

You have been persecuted, 
come be our witness, 
defend our cause.

Make known the roots of our suffering and the causes  
 of our journey.

Make public that our intentions are in accord with  
 your law.

The desert is arid and thirst awaits us. 
You know the desert. 
You’ve been exiled. 
Come walk with us, 
and bring a fountain of justice into our lives.

Sow seeds of peace and justice in the hearts and minds  
 of those who resist our journey. 

Let us be seeds of peace and hope in our new home,  
 this land of our exile. Amen.

III. When was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you? 
(Matthew 25:38)

The spiritualityandpractice.com website reflects on hos-
pitality: “We are practicing hospitality when we welcome 
guests—including strangers and enemies—into our lives 
with graciousness. . . . Sometimes hospitality requires that 
we cross boundaries and dismantle some of the barriers 
erected in our society to keep ‘the other’ out. Sometimes  
it means entertaining ideas that might be alien to us.” 

Find stories of hospitality that cross cultural divides.  
Or use this section to give thanks for the ways in which 
hospitality happens in your community. 

Singing 

HWB 15 O Prince of peace
HWB 145 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
HWB 148 By the waters (or STJ 22) 
HWB 419 Lead on, O cloud of Presence
STJ 4 You’ve got a place at the welcome table
STS 53 Here to the house of God we come
STS 115 Beauty for brokenness

Additional resources online at washingtonmemo.org/ 
newsletter/summer11.

Ken Nafziger is professor of music at Eastern Mennonite 
University.
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Do not neglect to show hospitality  
to strangers, for by doing that,  
some have entertained angels . . .
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Broken system, broken families  
(continued from page 3)Topics and resources* for dialogue

Stories 

•	 	What	is	your	family’s	migration	history?
•	 	What	are	recent	immigrants	in	your	 

community experiencing today?

Fernanda’s story (page 7)
Loving Strangers as Ourselves: Biblical  
 Reflections, MCC
MCC U.S. Immigration Listening Project

Root causes

•	 	Why	did	people	migrate	in	biblical	times?	 
Today? 

•	 	In	what	ways	do	U.S.	policies	contribute	 
to migration?

Justice in a Land of Plenty (excerpts on  
 page 8)

The law

•	 	What	is	the	process	for	immigrating	to	the	 
U.S. legally? How long does it take?

•	 	What	is	the	DREAM	Act?	Should	children	 
be punished for choices made by others?

Immigrating Legally? Good Luck! (flowchart),  
 Reason Foundation
DREAM Act resources, MCC Washington Office

Economics

•	 	What	taxes	do	immigrants	pay?	What	public	 
benefits do they receive?

•	 	What	other	economic	contributions	do	immi				
grants make?

Giving Facts a Fighting Chance, Immigration  
 Policy Center
Immigration: Myths and Facts, 2011,  
 U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Enforcement

•	 	How	much	does	the	U.S.	spend	on	immi- 
gration enforcement? Who profits? 

•	 	What	are	the	unintended	consequences	 
of increased enforcement?

4 Facts about Border Enforcement,  
 MCC Washington Office
Policy backgrounders, National Immigration  
 Forum

* Links to resources are available at  
washingtonmemo.org/newsletter/summer11.

law enforcement in immigrant com-
munities, and sweep up those with no 
or minor criminal offenses.

•	 Write	a	letter	to	President	Obama	
(sample letter on page 10)

•	 Take	part	in	the	Let	My	People	Stay	
campaign (interfaithimmigration.
org)

2. Take action in your state

Faith groups, immigrant advocacy 
organizations, and business owners in 
several states are speaking out against 
local and state-level anti-immigrant 
proposals and calling for immigration 
reform at the federal level. Through 
joint efforts such as the Pennsylvania 
Compact and the Indiana Compact, 
such groups are reframing the discus-
sion around immigration.

•	 Get	involved	in	state-level	advocacy	
(resources at washington.mcc.org)

3. Encourage dialogue

Currently most members of Congress 
overwhelmingly hear negative mes-
sages about immigration—in the form 
of angry phone calls and letters from 
their constituents, urging them to build 
more border wall and deport more im-
migrants. Immigration reform will not 
be possible until more moderate and 
positive voices are heard.

You can help by educating yourself 
and by facilitating dialogue with mem-
bers of your church and the wider com-
munity. Workshops and small group 
studies are a good way to encourage 
such discussions (see box at left). 

 You can also write letters to the 
editor responding to myths and out-
right lies about immigrants and immi-
gration policy. Another benefit of such 
letters is that members of Congress 
monitor what their constituents are 
saying in local newspapers.

•	 Write	letters	to	the	editor

•	 Organize	forums	and	small	group	
discussions

Remember Jesus’ words in  
Matthew 25–blessed are those  
who welcome the stranger because,  
in doing so, they welcome Jesus  
himself. Make your voice heard. *
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First person: Fernanda* 
as told to Sarah Birkebak

nothing like this had ever hap-
pened to me before, I thought, 
as seven armed immigration 

officials entered my home and put my 
hands behind my back. It was 9:00 at 
night when they came into my house 
with their large guns. 

They took my oldest son who was 
sleeping in the next room. We tried to 
explain that we hadn’t done anything 
wrong, but they wouldn’t listen. They 
just told us to be quiet and forced us to 
get on the bus. My 10-year-old daugh-
ter was crying as they took us away 
and I worried what would happen to 
my family.

I came to the U.S. from Guatemala 
to escape the violence of my life there. 
My father was killed by guerrillas and 
I married my husband so that I would 
have protection. He was abusive to me 
and it was an impossible life. 

I knew I had to look for a place of 
refuge for myself and my children, so 
we followed my husband to the U.S. 
At first I didn’t speak English or Span-
ish, only the Mayan dialect I spoke in 
Guatemala. My husband promised he 
would be a good father but it was a lie. 
We were stuck in a cycle of violence. 

My oldest son is still in detention 
and my other son, who is 19, was de-
ported to Guatemala last year. I worry 
for my children that they will be like 
strangers when they are deported, that 
they will be persecuted because they 
will not know the language. It is dan-
gerous for them in Guatemala; they 
will not have work or family to take 
care of them. 

In the U.S. we found a church 
and they became like a family to me. 
While I was in detention my pastor 
took care of my children and intro-
duced me to Gloria, a worker with 
the MCC West Coast Office which 
supports immigrant families in finding 
paths to citizenship. 

Gloria helped me prove that I was 
a victim of domestic violence and I 
was released from detention after three 
months. I am still under supervision 
and have to report every month to Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement. 
Gloria is helping me to get permission 
to work, but we are still waiting for 
results. 

As immigrants we need the help of 
President Obama and the people of the 
United States. We need to have free-
dom to make a life for ourselves and 
our families in this country. Families 
should never be separated with chil-
dren being left to suffer without their 
parents.

I am not a criminal; I am a mother 
who is fighting for her children to 
give them a future. I feel like my heart 
is broken in two pieces because my 
children are separated from me. My 
greatest desire is to be together again 
with my family and for my children to 
continue studying in this country. *
Fernanda has lived in the United 
States for more than 15 years. She has 
four children, two of whom are U.S. 
citizens. Sarah Birkebak is an intern  
in the MCC Washington Office.

“i am not a criminal”

*Name has been changed to protect identity.

“I am a mother who is 
fighting for her children 
. . . my heart is broken in 
two pieces because my 
children are separated 
from me.”

Gloria James/MCC
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Those who would accuse immigrants of disregard for the 
law should remember the role that U.S. policy plays in fuel-
ing migration. The following is excerpted from “Justice in 
a Land of Plenty,” an MCC Washington Office resource on 
trade. Download the full resource at washington.mcc.org/
trade-justice.

Trade policies have had a devastating impact on fami-
lies. Many farmers in the global South have been 
forced to abandon their livelihoods in search of better 

opportunities elsewhere.
An estimated 1.5 million Mexican farmers lost their 

livelihoods after the implementation of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994. U.S. corn ex-
ports to Mexico have more than tripled since NAFTA took 
effect, undercutting local production. At the same time, the 
United States has tightened its immigration laws, even as 

its trade policies have pushed people out of their homes.
The story of Haiti is a case in point. Until the mid-1980s 

Haiti was a self-sufficient rice-producing country. Under 
pressure from the International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank, due to its accumulated debt and conditions for 
future loans, Haiti was forced to radically change its eco-
nomic system.

Haiti’s trade protections were dismantled, making it the 
most economically liberal country in the Caribbean. This 
meant Haiti was vulnerable to cheap imports and dependent 
on external sources of production.

By the early 1990s rice imports from the United States 
outpaced local production. Poor Haitian farmers were 
forced to compete for market share with subsidized rice 
from the United States. Haiti’s agricultural industry ended 
up in shambles and poor Haitian farmers were forced to 
abandon their homes. *
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Trade
and migration

“We small producers lost”

In the early 1990s, the Honduran government decided to import cheap rice from the 
United States. Almost overnight, rice production in Honduras fell 86 percent. The 
number of rice producers fell from 25,000 to fewer than 2,000. Employment from rice 
dropped from 150,000 to fewer than 11,200 jobs. And in spite of the massive imports, 
the price of rice in Honduran markets went up 12 percent.

According to Eduardo Benitez, a farmer in Guayamán, the changes were designed 
to profit the powerful by driving peasant farmers out of business. “The millers and the 
politicians benefited . . . they made a big profit and we small producers lost.” 

In recent years, Benitez and other farmers have taken their struggle to the streets, 
protesting in Honduras and neighboring El Salvador the process of negotiations that led to 
the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA). Over the coming years CAFTA will 
remove the limited trade barriers that still exist to protect Honduran farmers and millers.

Free trade has increased immigration to the north. “Working in the countryside is 
difficult,” says Benitez. “Young people ask why they should kill themselves working for 
nothing. So they escape to the north. It’s hard to convince them to stay.”

Source: Trade Week of Action: Campaign Guide (Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance) 
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Website Resource Highlights

The MCC Washington Office website provides 
information about the office, action alerts, upcom-
ing events, faith reflections from the lectionary, 
and resources on domestic and international issues. 
Recent highlights include:

guide to effective advocacy Christian political 
advocacy is a powerful opportunity to engage 
decisionmakers from a faith-based perspective 
and to show love for our neighbor in a tangible 
way. These new pages, at washington.mcc.org/
resources, offer advocacy tips for letter writing, 
congressional visits, letters to the editor, and social 
media. 

State-level immigration Since 
Arizona’s controversial im-
migration enforcement law 
passed in 2010, many other 
states around the country 
have been considering similar 

legislation. Anabaptists have spoken out against 
state-level policies that tear apart families and 
communities. More online at washington.mcc.org/
stateimmigration.

Human trafficking Although 
many students in the U.S. learn 
that slavery ended in the 19th 
century, there are more slaves 
in the world now than at the 
height of the Atlantic slave 

trade. Human trafficking is the modern-day prac-
tice of enslaving men and women, both as forced 
laborers and in the commercial sex industry.  
Online at washington.mcc.org/trafficking.

Fracturing resources Hydraulic fracturing, also 
known as fracking, is a process for extracting 
natural gas from shale deep under the water table. 
While natural gas is domestically produced and 
considered to be a cleaner energy source, there 
are also environmental and human health risks 
associated with the process: washington.mcc.org/
fracking.
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The Washington Memo blog offers quick updates 
on current issues and news relevant to work at the 
MCC Washington Office. Here are some excerpts 
from recent blog posts: 

Haitian campaign for  
trade justice
May 2, 2011

“A group made up of 19 orga-
nizations launched a campaign 

to say once and for all, ‘It’s enough!’
The text on this dramatic logo literally means: 

‘It’s enough. Stop the death plan.’ In colloquial 
Creole, ‘plan lanmò,’ or the death plan, refers to 
the neoliberal policies that have been applied in 
Haiti primarily by means of free trade agreements 
and conditions on external loans.

The campaign seeks to sever Haiti’s adher-
ence to the system of market-driven policies that 
have resulted in a violation of the majority of the 
population’s rights, including access to healthcare, 
education, clean water and safe housing. . . .”

“Out of reach” housing costs
May 2, 2011 

“The lack of affordable hous-
ing in each area of the country 
can be staggering. For exam-
ple, these statistics for persons 

earning minimum wage in different states make 
it clear that a 2-bedroom apartment at fair market 
rate is far from affordable:

•	 In	Indiana	this	person	would	have	to	work	 
76 hours per week.

•	 In	Pennsylvania,	89	hours	per	week.

•	 In	California,	131	hours	per	week.

•	 In	Kansas,	73	hours	per	week.

•	 In	Ohio,	73	hours	per	week.

•	 In	Virginia,	108	hours	per	week.	.	.	.”
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In addition to sending over 800 postcards to Congress 
calling for a more just U.S. policy towards Colombia, Men-
nonite congregations dedicated portions of their worship 
service to praying and raising awareness for the displace-
ment crisis in Colombia. 

During their worship service, Metamora Mennonite 
Church lit candles representing the 5 million Colombians who 
have been displaced from their homes by the violence between 
armed groups in the country. The congregation also signed 
letters to President Obama, Secretary Clinton, and their repre-
sentatives in Congress.

Walnut Hill Mennonite Church focused their Sunday 
school hour on learning about Colombia as well as hearing 
from members of the congregation who traveled to Colom-
bia last summer on an MCC Learning Tour. Jes Buller, a 
congregation member who is currently serving in Colombia 
with MCC’s Seed program, also shared about her work in 
the country.

Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship observed the Days of 
Prayer and Action by cooking a traditional Colombian dish 
and creating a Hands for Peace banner to send to churches 
in Colombia. Members of Joy Mennonite Church also con-
nected with Colombian brothers and sisters by sending a 
letter with messages of solidarity.

Linford Martin, peace advocate at Hebron Mennonite 
Church, wrote that because of the congregation’s participa-
tion in the campaign one member said, “It feels like you 
have given us arms so that we can do something about this 
situation.”

This year’s Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia 
focused on ending U.S. military aid to Colombia and pri-
oritizing humanitarian funding instead. The campaign also 
highlighted the detrimental effects of the pending free trade 
agreement with Colombia for small farmers, indigenous 
communities and labor union organizers.

For more information on the campaign and for resources 
on Colombia, visit washington.mcc.org/days. 

*
Advocates’ Corner

The Advocates’ Corner 
highlights current advo-
cacy work by Anabaptist 
congregations. Please  
let us know what your 
congregation is doing,  
so that we can include  
it in a future issue.

SamplE lETTEr: immigraTion

Dear Mr. President,

Holy Scripture admonishes us not to wrong or oppress  
the “stranger” among us. Unfortunately, evidence of such 
oppression of immigrants is commonplace today. 

In the past ten years, more than 100,000 parents of  
U.S.-citizen children have been deported. An estimated 
four million U.S.-born children currently live in mixed- 
status families where at least one parent is an undocu-
mented immigrant.  

I urge you to immediately use your executive power to 
keep families from being needlessly separated. You have 
the power to keep children from feeling the heartbreaking 
loss of a parent due to deportation.

Sincerely,

[Name and address]

This letter is also available online at washingtonmemo.org/
newsletter/summer11.

aDVocacy SToriES

Days of Prayer and Action for Peace in Colombia

metamora mennonite church (Metamora, Ill.), Walnut Hill 
mennonite church (Goshen, Ind.), manhattan mennonite 
Fellowship (New York), Joy mennonite church (Oklahoma 
City) and Hebron mennonite church (Hagerstown, Md.) were 
among the many churches that participated in the Days of 
Prayer and Action for Peace in Colombia this April.
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Members of Manhattan Mennonite Fellowship write messages of solidarity 
for Colombian churches on a Hands for Peace banner.



Colorado congregation spreads advocacy to community

Fort Collins (Colo.) Mennonite Fellowship worked in their congregation and in 
area universities to collect postcards for elected officials, urging them to stop the 
spread of cluster bombs. The church was inspired by an MCC display that urged 
visitors to take action, and collected over 200 postcards. In January, the congre-
gation spent time on Sunday mornings writing letters to elected officials asking 
for the increase of aid to Haiti. Congregation activists also work on other social 
justice issues including health care and poverty.

Church advocacy makes a difference on Indiana immigration bill

Mennonites in Indiana actively opposed Indiana Senate Bill 590, an Arizona-
type anti-immigrant bill that would have authorized police to question and detain 
residents whom they suspected lacked documentation. The final bill, signed into 
law on May 10, did not contain this provision. It did, however, still contain sev-
eral anti-immigrant elements such as requiring state agencies and contractors to 
use	the	eVerify	employment	verification	system.	For	more	details,	visit	washing-
ton.mcc.org/stateimmigration.

Pennsylvania Anabaptists advocate for sensible immigration policies

Members of Brethren in Christ and Mennonite churches in Pennsylvania partici-
pated in the development of the Pennsylvania Compact (pacompact.com), a dec-
laration of principles to guide Pennsylvania’s immigration discussion and policy 
making. Such statements have also been adopted in Indiana, Utah, and Florida 
and can be valuable advocacy tools in responding to anti-immigrant legislation 
at the state level.

Also in May, several Mennonite pastors signed an interfaith letter to urge mem-
bers of the Pennsylvania state legislature to vote against anti-immigrant bills:

We oppose Arizona-style bills . . . because law enforcement must focus on crime, 
not on pursuing innocent people who “appear suspicious.” We must not change 
“love your neighbor as yourself” to suspect and turn in your neighbor. We oppose 
English-only bills . . . because we cannot afford to disrespect the treasured resi-
dents of this state by dishonoring their heritage. We oppose anti-child bills . . . be-
cause children have the right to opportunity and no one born in the United States 
should be born as a second-class citizen.

cHUrcH lEaDErS call For circlE oF proTEcTion

As Congress continues to cut programs which assist low-income 
and marginalized people, Christian leaders have issued a joint state-
ment decrying cuts to anti-poverty programs.  

J. Ron Byler, executive director of MCC U.S., and Ervin Stutz-
man, executive director of Mennonite Church USA, join them in stating: 

As Christian leaders, we are committed to fiscal responsibility and shared sacri-
fice. We are also committed to resist budget cuts that undermine the lives, dignity, 
and rights of poor and vulnerable people. Therefore, we join with others to form a 
Circle of Protection around programs that meet the essential needs of hungry and 
poor people at home and abroad.

Read more about the Circle of Protection at circleofprotection.us. 

More information about the federal budget is online at washington.mcc.org/
budget and in the study guide inserted in this Memo. The study guide is available 
to download in PDF format at washington.mcc.org. For additional print copies, 
contact mccwash@mcc.org or call (202) 544-6564.

*
*

*

WASHINGTON MEMO is published quarterly by 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Washington 
Office staff. Subscribe or change your address 
by sending an email to mccwash@mcc.org or  
by calling (202) 544-6564.  

Staff: Tammy Alexander, Patricia Kisare, 
Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach (Director and Man-
aging Editor), Theo Sitther, Christina Warner. 

All biblical quotes are from the New Revised 
Standard Version, unless otherwise noted. 

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Senator ______________
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3121
senate.gov

Representative ______________
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 224-3121
house.gov

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111
president@whitehouse.gov

MCC U.S. Washington Office
920 Pennsylvania Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20003
(202) 544-6564
mccwash@mcc.org
washington.mcc.org
washingtonmemo.org

SIGN UP!

Sign up for our e-mail action alert lists  
by going to washington.mcc.org or by  
contacting mccwash@mcc.org.

UPCOMING DATES

august 8–September 6
Members of Congress in home districts,
opportunity for in-person meetings

october 23–november 2
MCC learning tour to Palestine & Israel
Contact cbook@mcc.org for more  
information
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Do not fear, for I am with you. 
–Isaiah 41:10a

We live in a world of fear
 fear of death

  fear of violence

   fear of losing what we have

Some fear is healthy, but we do not need to be captive to it.  
We can trust in God, rather than in human rulers or weapons.

A new MCC U.S. campaign provides educational materials,  
worship and advocacy resources focused on domestic violence,  
gun violence and U.S. militarism.

Join us as we explore ways to seek peace in our homes,  
communities and world. 

Learn. Pray. Give. Advocate.
us.mcc.org/fearnot


