
by Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach

Domestic violence is much closer 
to us than we might like to 
think—it happens in our own 

homes, our extended families and our 
congregations. One out of four women 
will experience domestic violence at 
some point in her lifetime.

Domestic violence is a particularly 
disturbing crime. Home should be a 
place of intimacy and safety, a place 
where we are vulnerable and trust 
those we love. When that trust is be-
trayed by acts of violence, emotional 
pain adds to the physical pain.

Women who experience domestic 
violence frequently turn to churches 
for help. Unfortunately, churches are 
too often unwelcoming. Sometimes 
leaders even advise women to remain 
in situations of abuse. 

Honestly facing the challenge 
of domestic abuse requires that we 
look at what our theology says about 
power, suffering and the equality of 
men and women.

Power is a gift from God but it is  
often abused. Many seek to grab 
power and use it to dominate oth-
ers. This often grows out of a fear of 
losing power. But true power comes 
when one looks out for the wellbeing 
of others (Mark 10:42–44).

Suffering must not be imposed.  
Jesus set a powerful example in his 
willingness to suffer. As a result, the 
Christian tradition has long glorified 
the idea of suffering. However, when 
one who has power chooses not to use 
it, as Jesus did, that is very different 
than when one is forced to suffer. The 
latter is a perversion of power and 
clearly contrary to God’s will.

Men and women are equal in God’s 
sight. While many Scriptures have 
been interpreted as teaching that men 
are superior to women, there are also 
many biblical texts that show that men 
and women are created equal in God’s 
sight. An excellent resource on this 
topic is a booklet, “Created equal,” 
available through MCC’s website. 

This issue of the Memo examines 
the ways in which U.S. domestic vio-
lence policies often overlook the needs 
of women of color, highlights MCC’s 
educational resources, and looks at 
the alarmingly high rates of violence 
against women in eastern Congo.

October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. One concrete step 
your congregation can take is to sign 
a pledge, “Promoting peace at home” 
(see page 7). 

It takes courage for individuals and 
congregations to address the issue of 
domestic violence. But it is vital that 
we be willing to do so, if our homes 
and communities are to be safe places 
for all. *
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U.S. policy responses to domestic 
violence and women of color

by Christina Warner

“I no longer knew how dead I was becoming inside. I was 
going through the motions but I no longer had life.” 

this is how Silvia* described her 12 years of abuse in 
her home. As an undocumented mother in the United 
States, she felt unable to fill out the required paper-

work and police reports to seek protection from her hus-
band for her and her children. Instead, she turned to West 
Coast MCC’s Victim Service Collaborative, an alternative 
option for legal assistance and emergency services. 

Silvia’s experience is unique because of her gender, im-
migration status and cultural history. However, her story of 
feeling trapped inside abusive situations crosses all social 
boundaries. Abuse is a shared experience of 25 percent of 
women in the United States, a symptom of an existing sys-
tem of dominance over women.

Policy responses to domestic abuse

Federal policy began to address the prevalence of domes-
tic violence as recently as 1984, with the Family Violence 
Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA). It is still the largest 
source of funding for services for victims and their children.

In 1994, Congress also passed into law the Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA) which further strengthened 
services for victims and created new roles for law enforce-
ment and the criminal justice system in responding to abuse.

These laws reflect the changing awareness of domestic 
violence within U.S. society. During the 1970s, women ex-
periencing abuse and their allies spoke out against violence 
in the home. These women began the important work of 
making clear that violence at the hand of one’s husband or 
partner is abuse and must be condemned.

As an example of the importance of defining terms, it 
was not until the late 1970s that forced intercourse between 
husband and wife was defined nationwide as rape. The con-
sequences for an abuser in marriage were not nearly as pro-
nounced as they are now. 

As victims come forward, society is held accountable 
for the power dynamics that allow abuse to happen behind 
closed doors. Both FVPSA and VAWA were landmark 
events in response to change.
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*Name changed for confidentiality. Photographs for illustration only.
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VAWA, the criminal justice system and African 
American women

Because of their gender, men often experience privilege. 
But this privilege can change if the man is African Ameri-
can or Hispanic. For example, African American men in 
the United States have a 1 in 3 chance of being incarcerated 
at some point in life, Latino men a 1 in 6 chance, and white 
men a 1 in 17 chance. These rates of incarceration are not 
indicative of increased violence in African American or 
Latino communities. 

Rather, they reflect the impact of punitive drug enforce-
ment laws passed in the 1980s. Although all races use drugs 
at similar rates, African American men in particular are 
more likely to be arrested, sentenced and incarcerated for 
drug offenses. The result has been a staggering 500 percent 
increase in the U.S. prison population since 1981, dispro-
portionately affecting communities of color and communi-
ties experiencing poverty. 

As long as African American women and men are de-
fined by racial stereotypes and targeted for racial profiling 
by the criminal justice system, U.S. society will fail to rec-

ognize what domestic violence means for these communi-
ties. This contributes to greater underreporting of abuse in 
African American communities. “For every African Ameri-
can/Black woman that reports her rape, at least 15 African 
American/Black women do not report theirs” (Women of 
Color Network).

Since 2000 VAWA has implemented “pro-arrest” poli-
cies in response to domestic violence calls, encouraging 
police responders to use arrest as a tool to separate partners. 
Pro-arrest policies deter women from reporting abuse. Af-
rican American women are also more likely to be arrested 
along with their partner, compared to white women who 
report abuse to the police. 

African American women are currently the fastest grow-
ing population in the criminal justice system, increasing their 
chances of being abused. In 2004 the Department of Justice’s 
Bureau of Justice Statistics stated that “allegations of staff 
sexual misconduct were made in all but one state prison and 
in 41 percent of local and private jails and prisons.”

Their children are also more likely to end up in foster 
care. States are authorized to begin adoption proceedings 
for children who have been in foster care for 15 of the last 
22 months. More than 60 percent of currently incarcerated 
mothers are expected to serve more than 24 months on 
their sentences. Should a woman who calls the police for 
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MCC helps Brazil churches address domestic abuse

Ana Lúcia’s husband frequently beats her. When he threatened to kill her, the 30-year-
old woman, member of an evangelical church in Brazil’s northeast state of Pernambuco, 
shared her situation with church sisters.

Based on experiences such as Ana Lúcia’s, Mennonite Central Committee (MCC)  
in Brazil has boosted its efforts within evangelical churches to combat violence against 
women by their partners. It has become a significant focus of MCC Brazil’s peace  
program.

 As a first step to address this problem, MCC Brazil and partner agency Diaconia, 
a Christian organization that promotes human rights and justice, produced a book to 
guide pastors and church leaders in their interactions with abused women and abusive 
men.

Até Quando? (When Will It End?), released in March 2010, counters attitudes in Chris-
tian churches that violence against women is a private, family affair, asserting it as a 
societal issue that congregations, as part of communities, must confront.

“The book’s principal purpose is to sensitize church members to the importance of 
looking at the problem from a Christian perspective and to create spaces and tools to 
protect victims,” said Oscar Benavides, coordinator of MCC Brazil’s peace program until 
March 2011.

Emily Will is a freelance writer from Frederick, Maryland. This excerpt is taken from an 
MCC news release.

During a training about domestic violence,  
Oscar Benavides, former coordinator of MCC 
Brazil’s peace program, holds up a sign with one 
of many misconceptions about abusers. The sign 
says, “The abuser is drunk and on drugs.”

(continued on page 6)
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Call to worship

One: We gather in the name of God, who loves us and  
who is in our midst.

All: We gather in the name of the One who proclaims 
justice and mercy.

One: We gather to name our sorrow and share new visions.

All: We gather to heal our pain and rekindle our hope.

One: We gather because the journey is long.

All: We gather because we hunger and thirst for a new 
heaven and a new earth.

One: The Spirit of life has called us to be together. The 
Spirit of compassion has called all of creation to be trans-
formed by love. May this gathering serve to strengthen, 
encourage, and renew us.

All: Thanks be to God.

—Adapted from Fire in the Rose: Churches Exploring 
Abuse and Healing by Louise Briscoe, The Church Council 
on Justice and Corrections, Ottawa, 1998.

Prayers

Reader 1: Come, all who are poor in spirit; come, all who 
mourn; come, all who are meek; come, all who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness.

Reader 2: Come, all who would be merciful; come, all who 
would be pure in heart; come, all who would be neighbor to 
those who suffer.

Reader 1: Let us come together. Let us confess that the 
source of our life is Christ Jesus who taught us to love the 
Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength and mind, 
and our neighbor as ourselves.

All: Let us worship the Lord our God so that we may 
learn anew what it means to love our neighbor.

—Adapted from Lord, Hear Our Prayers, MCC Domestic 
Violence Worship Resources.

Leader: God of compassion, give us openness and compas-
sion for those who suffer from domestic violence and other 
forms of abuse. 

All: May our churches be a safe place where those 
whose lives are affected by abuse can name the truth of 
the violence in their lives and be heard with a spirit of 
oneness and caring. 

Leader: May it be a place where perpetrators of abuse are 
called to account. 

All: May it be a place where all can find justice and 
healing. 

Leader: May we hear and respond to Jesus’ call, “Come, 
follow me,” as we work to end violence in all its forms. 

All: This is our prayer in the name of Jesus Christ who 
knows the pain of violence. Amen.

—Adapted from Lord, Hear Our Prayers, MCC Domestic 
Violence Worship Resources.

Readers’ theater

Reader 1: Loving Creator, we come before you with spe-
cial concern for all who suffer from violence. For children 
who are harmed and humiliated by adults. We pray for 
healing and intervention.

Reader 2: For women who are not safe in their own homes. 
We pray for healing and courage.

Reader 3: For all people who are treated as commodities by 
others. We pray for healing and empowerment.
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Music

All selections from Hymnal: A Worship Book.

• 307 Will you let me be your servant

• 372  O healing river

• 627  There is a balm in Gilead 

Children’s story

Invite children to gather for a children’s feature. Ask if 
there is someone in this church who is the perfect person 
to love and serve God. Listen to their responses. Tell them 
you want to find out if any of them are absolutely perfect 
enough to love and serve God. Your dialogue might go 
something like this:

“Does anyone here have perfect knees? Do you? Let’s 
see you bend your knees . . . it seems to work really great! 
Are there any scratches, how about on your other knee? 
How about you, how’s your knee? Do your knees work 
okay? Oh, looks like you got a little bit of a scrape. How 
about ears . . . does anyone here have perfect ears? (This 
one is great because they have to check each other’s ears 
and will say they are perfect or that they found a good one.) 
Can anyone find some good eyes too? How about elbows 
. . . does anyone here have perfect elbows? Any scrapes? 
Hmmm, seems like most of us have some scars or bruises 
somewhere.

“You know what, to serve and love God and to come 
to church, we don’t have to be perfect. God loves us and 
each of us is the perfect person to serve God even though 
we all get bumps and bruises and scars and sometimes we 
get angry or hurt. God made each one of us exactly like we 
are and each one of us is totally perfect enough to love and 
serve God.

“God made each one of us different with different things 
we can do and can’t do. Some of us might have perfect 
hands or eyes, some of us can sing or talk lots without get-
ting tired, and every one of us is perfect enough to love 
God, no matter what we are like.”

—by Elsie Wiebe Klingler, 2003
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Reader 4: For people seeking change in institutions, only to 
find retaliation and fear. We pray for healing and hope.

Reader 5: For all people who suffer the violence of pov-
erty. We pray for healing and positive change.

Reader 6: For women and men, adults and children who 
suffer rape, molestation or assault. We pray for healing and 
justice.

Reader 7: For all people who suffer from war and conflict. 
We pray for healing and reconciliation.

Reader 8: For all people who suffer from discrimination 
and hostility by others. We pray for healing and wholeness.

Reader 9: For all people everywhere who are oppressed 
and harmed by the sin of violence. We pray for healing, in-
tervention, courage, empowerment, hope, positive change, 
justice, reconciliation and wholeness. May all for whom 
we pray experience your compassion and love. May we all 
know that you never forget us. Amen.

—Adapted from Fire in the Rose: Churches Exploring 
Abuse and Healing by Louise Briscoe, The Church Council 
on Justice and Corrections, Ottawa, 1998.

Scripture 

Read the words of the Psalmist in one or more of the fol-
lowing texts and imagine that this is a person caught in an 
abusive relationship:

• Psalm 9:9–10, 18–20

• Psalm 44:23–26

• Psalm 55:4–8, 12–14, 20–23

• Psalm 118:5–7

Other Scripture texts that would be appropriate include:

• Ezekiel 34:1–11

• Matthew 18:6, 10

• Luke 4:16–19
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assistance in abusive situations be ar-
rested and consequently incarcerated, 
she may be at greater risk of losing her 
children altogether.

For these reasons, instead of turn-
ing to the criminal justice system 
African American women are more 
likely to turn to faith communities 
or services not typically supported 
through federal policies like FVPSA 
or VAWA. 

The criminal justice system and 
Native American women

Far from being targeted by the crimi-
nal justice system, Native American 
women face a severe lack of services 
and law enforcement capacity in In-
dian country. The origins of prevalent 
sexual violence in Native communities 
can be traced to the history of colo-
nization by European communities, 
when assimilation policies removed 
women from their traditional roles of 
honor and shared power and forced 
them into subordination. 

Native women experience higher 
rates of violence than any other popu-
lation. Although one in three Native 
women will be abused during her life-
time, only one in four reports of sexual 
abuse are investigated. 

While other women are most likely 
to be abused by someone from the 
same racial/ethnic background, Native 
women are more likely to be abused by 
a non-Native man. This is a reflection 
of all violent crime committed on Na-
tive land, where 88 percent of violent 
crimes are committed by non-Natives. 

Since 1978, tribes have had no 
authority to prosecute non-Natives 
for crimes committed on Native land. 
This means that nine out of ten times, 

tribes have no authority to protect 
Native women who are abused and in-
stead must turn outside of the criminal 
justice system to tools like enhanced 
protection orders.

Necessary policy changes

Although women from all back-
grounds and identities are at risk of 
abuse, like Silvia not all women have 
similar access to protection.  

Just as both people and policy 
needed to learn that violence at the 
hand of a husband was abuse of his 
wife, now people and policy must 
learn that racialized stereotypes must 
not get in the way of addressing abuse 

with respect to the needs of victims. 
As VAWA and FVPSA are reautho-
rized, funding must be set aside spe-
cifically for underserved communities 
and the services they seek to leave 
abuse. 

Policies must also recognize the 
racialized targeting by the criminal 
justice system for what it is: abuse. 
Should arrest be encouraged as a tool to 
respond to domestic violence, it must 
be coupled with increased training for 
officers on the consequences of arrest. 
Training should include culturally and 
linguistically appropriate content. 

Legislation must take into account 
not only the power dynamics in in-
dividual abusive situations, but also 
broader power dynamics which cause 
entire people groups to be more vulner-
able to abuse and its consequences. *

Protection for all? (continued from page 3)
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“There is not a typical woman who will be battered—the risk factor is 
being born female.”  —National Coalition Against Domestic Violence 



by Linda Gehman Peachey

What can one tell a mother 
whose married daughter lives 
in an isolated setting but is not 

allowed to call home or receive fam-
ily visits? Or what does one say to the 
woman whose pastor insists she must 
always submit to her husband no mat-
ter what he does? What hope can one 
give? What resources are available?

For more than 25 years, MCC staff 
have provided support to women in 
these situations, as well as resources 
for families and churches. Many recall 
the “The Purple Packet,” fi rst assem-
bled in 1987. More recent resources 
(in both English and Spanish) include 
a website, booklets for church leaders 
and “Home shouldn’t be a place that 
hurts” brochures. 

Two new resources are a church 
pledge (see box) and wallet card for 
pastors, with tips and tools for sup-
porting survivors of domestic vio-
lence. Both highlight the vital role 
church leaders can play in promoting 
peaceful relationships at home. 

It is important to have good laws 
and public policies which protect and 
support victims of abuse. Yet it is also 
essential for survivors to fi nd advo-
cates in the church. Too often victims 
are blamed for the abuse, or if the mar-
riage ends. They are urged to be more 
loving and forgiving, or to try harder 
to please their partner. 

Many also struggle with questions 
of faith. Where is God in this suffer-
ing? How can I be a faithful Christian? 
Does bearing the cross mean submit-
ting to abuse or even death? How do I 
protect and care for my children? 

In these situations, survivors need to 
hear that God loves them, and that Je-
sus’ mission was to bring release to the 
captives and freedom to the oppressed. 
They need to know church leaders will 
support them, help them fi nd safety 
and insist that the abusing person end 
the violence. They need advocates who 
will walk with them and demonstrate 
God’s never-ending care. *
Linda Gehman Peachey is director 
of women’s advocacy for Mennonite 
Central Committee U.S.

Abuse:
Response and Prevention

Our churches and homes shouldn’t be places that hurt

A guide for
church leaders

Mennonite
Central
Committee

Peace at 
home

Church pledge: 
Promoting peace at home

Our congregation: 

 1. Believes in a God of love, justice, mercy and 
transformation, as shown to us in Jesus’ 
life, death and resurrection.

 2. Believes that women and men are created 
equal, equally refl ecting God’s image. 

 3. Teaches healthy, respectful ways to express 
oneself, resolve differences and provide 
leadership.  

 4. Believes that abuse or violence in our 
homes, in all its forms, is sin, and requires 
confession, repentance, changed behavior 
and restitution. 

 5. Promises to listen, support and care for 
those who are experiencing abuse and give 
highest priority to their safety. 

 6. Makes clear that all abuse must stop, and 
arranges for accountability, support and 
specialized counseling for those who act 
abusively. 

 7. Works with domestic violence agencies in 
our community and supports their work in 
appropriate ways.

 8. Has leaders who know and follow safe 
guidelines when relating to those who are 
survivors of domestic violence and those 
who have been abusive. 

 9. Has policies and procedures in place to 
prevent sexual harassment and abuse, and 
provides regular training for parents, teach-
ers, youth workers and children.

 10. Offers rituals of lament, healing and hope in 
our worship services and prays regularly for 
those in our families and communities who 
are affected by abuse. 

For ideas on how to use this pledge, visit 
us.mcc.org/fearnot.
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by Patricia Kisare

“In the years of war, life was very  
difficult. Many women were raped.  
. . . Before the war, girls were starting 
to be sent to school, but now they are 
a target of rape.” —Joel Mudogo of 
Rutshuru, in eastern Congo 

in the eastern part of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, rape has become 
a strategy of war. The United Na-

tions estimates that more than 100,000 
women and girls have been raped in 
eastern Congo in the last 15 years.

The epidemic of rape in Congo  
can be traced back to the mid-1990s,  
a period that coincides with the Rwan-
dan genocide. Around this time, Hutu 
militiamen who had committed geno-
cide and crimes against humanity in 
Rwanda escaped into eastern Congo. 

The militants were hidden among 
millions of predominantly Hutu civil-
ian refugees trying to escape violence 
in their country. When the new Tutsi 
government took hold in Rwanda, 
these armed groups remained in east-
ern Congo and formed several fac-
tions. Today, the primary remnant of 
these armed groups is the Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda.

These militia groups started to 
use rape as a weapon of war in order 
to control the local population. Rape 
is used to intimidate civilians into 
compliance, punish them for cooperat-
ing with rival groups and create fear, 
which enables armed groups to control 
some aspects of the mineral trade.

Another rebel group, called the 
Lord’s Resistance Army, has also been 
using the deplorable tactic of rape. 
Even the Congolese army has been im-
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plicated. Lack of discipline and the fact 
that most soldiers do not get paid regu-
larly have led them to resort to similar 
tactics as a way of earning income. By 
using intimidation, these soldiers are 
able to exploit the mineral trade for 
their own financial gains.

Mass rape of women in the Congo 
has lasting effects on the entire popu-
lation, especially on the physical and 
psychological wellness of survivors 
and their families. Survivors some-
times have to undergo arduous surgical 
procedures to correct serious internal 
injuries. In addition, broken marriages 
are rampant in these communities be-
cause survivors’ spouses find it difficult 
to deal with the shame attached to rape. 
Furthermore, many survivors contract 
HIV/AIDS as a result. 

Both the government of Congo 
and the international community have 
failed to put an end to rape attacks on 
Congolese women and girls. Years of 
greed, chaos and a culture of impunity 
continue to enable those who perpe-
trate this heinous crime. *
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Key highlights of the proposed  
International Violence Against Women Act

•	 Seeks	to	make	ending	violence	against	women	a	diplomatic	priority	for	the	U.S.	
government

•	 Requires	the	U.S.	government	to	respond	to	critical	outbreaks	of	gender-based	
violence in armed conflict in a timely manner

•	 Urges	investment	in	local	women’s	organizations	working	to	reduce	violence	in	
their communities

•	 Endorses	the	U.S.	government’s	support	for	multilateral	efforts	to	end	violence	
against women and girls

Some rape survivors are displaced to camps like this one, Bihito, in eastern Congo.
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Website Resource Highlights

The MCC Washington Office website provides 
information about the office, action alerts, upcom-
ing events, faith reflections from the lectionary, 
and resources on domestic and international issues. 
Recent highlights include:

Faith reflections Christian po-
litical advocacy is a form of 
public witness and a tangible 
way of loving our neighbor.  
It is deeply rooted in the Bible, 
and reflects Anabaptist val-
ues. Staff from MCC’s three 
advocacy offices—in Ottawa, 
Washington and New York 

City—offer weekly reflections on biblical texts 
from the Revised Common Lectionary readings  
at washington.mcc.org/resources/reflections.

Action alerts and Washington 
e-Memo The MCC Washing-
ton Office sends out alerts 
on critical issues that require 
action. These alerts provide 

advocacy suggestions and updates. In addition to 
action alerts, the Washington Office sends out a 
monthly email newsletter, which includes timely 
information, upcoming events, policy updates and 
new resources. Sign up to join our email list at 
washington.mcc.org/alerts.

twitter and Facebook Join us 
on Twitter and Facebook: 
washington.mcc.org/twitter 
and washington.mcc.org/ 
facebook.

Fear not We live 
in a world of fear. 
For educational, 

worship and advocacy resources on seeking 
peace in our homes, communities and world, 
visit us.mcc.org/fearnot.
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The Washington Memo Online
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The Washington Memo blog offers quick updates 
on current issues and news relevant to work here 
at the MCC Washington Office. Here are some ex-
cerpts from recent blog posts: 

Why I’m risking arrest to stop the tar sands 
pipeline
September 9, 2011

“Why would I, a 46-year-old father of two living 
in suburban Maryland, risk arrest for the first time 
in my life? Well, what else can I do to assure that 
my sons, ages six and nine, have some hope of 
raising their children on a planet still rich in bio-
diversity, and hospitable to our peculiarly fragile 
species?”

The costs of war
September 8, 2011

“As we approach the ten year 
anniversary of the September 
11, 2001 attacks, it is worth 
taking note of the staggering 
costs of war in Afghanistan 
and Iraq over the past decade. 

A recent study by researchers at Brown University 
suggested that as many as 225,000 people have 
died as a result of the two wars. They also suggest 
that the price tag for the U.S. military’s involve-
ment could be as high as $4 trillion . . .”

World Food Day meal
September 1, 2011

“This World Food Day, Sunday, 
October 16, the MCC Wash-
ington Office will team up with 
Church World Service and Ox-
fam America to encourage people 

to dedicate their Sunday dinner as a World Food 
Day meal, broadening the conversation about 
where our food comes from, and how we can 
make the food system more just and sustainable.”
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*
Advocates’ Corner

The Advocates’ Corner 
highlights current advo-
cacy work by Anabaptist 
congregations. Please 
let us know what your 
congregation is doing, 
so that we can include 
it in a future issue.

SAMPle letteR: DoMeStic violence

Dear Member of Congress,

As you consider reauthorization of the Violence Against 
Women Act, I encourage you to include funding specifi -
cally for grants to organizations that meet the needs of 
underserved communities.

Services must be available when and where victims of 
abuse turn for assistance. For many, this may not include 
traditional services like crisis shelters or the criminal justice 
system. Therefore, grants to organizations like public health 
clinics, faith-based abuse response organizations and others 
should also be supported.

Training for law enforcement offi cers responding to 
domestic violence calls should be culturally and linguisti-
cally appropriate in order to support both victims and law 
enforcement offi cers who respond.

Sincerely,

[Name and address]

This letter is also available online at washingtonmemo
.org/newsletter/fall11.

StoRieS oF conGReGAtionAl ADvocAcY

“Invest in the future” postcard campaign

Churchgoers in Kansas and Colorado have sent more than 
700 postcards to their legislators urging more responsible 
decisions on the federal budget. Participating churches 
in Kansas include Bethel college Mennonite, newton; eden 
Mennonite, Moundridge; Faith Mennonite, newton; First 
Mennonite, Hutchinson; First Mennonite church of christian, 
Moundridge; new creation Fellowship church, newton; 
Mennonite church of the Servant, Wichita; Salina Mennonite; 
South Hutchinson Mennonite; as well as Glennon Heights 
Mennonite, lakewood, colo. 

The back of the postcard reads:

Today the U.S. spends more on its military than nearly all 
countries of the world combined. This level of spending is 
unsustainable, contributes greatly to U.S. debt, and takes re-
sources from programs that address poverty, promote peace 
and protect God’s creation. Please help craft a responsible 
budget that reduces the defi cit, cuts Pentagon spending and 
invests in life-giving programs.

To request postcards for your church, send an email to 
mccwash@mcc.org or call (202) 544-6564.

Invest in the future
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High school essay contest

The MCC Washington Offi ce 
is inviting submissions 
for our annual high school 
essay contest. This year’s 
grand prize is $300 with 
three honorable mention 
winners each receiving 
$100. The contest is open 

to Anabaptist youth of high school age, and to all youth 
who	attend	Mennonite	high	schools.	Students	can	choose	
to	write	on	domestic	violence;	the	wealth	gap	in	the	United	
States;	global	poverty;	or	faith,	values	and	voting.	All	
essays must be submitted by January 27, 2012. More infor-
mation is available at washington.mcc.org.
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StAFF UPDAteS

Christina Warner concluded her two-year term at the office on September 23. 
Her contributions to domestic policy issues—particularly criminal justice, the 
budget, and housing—will be sorely missed. We wish Christina all the best.

This past summer we enjoyed the contributions of three interns: Janelle  
Tupper (Cheverly, Md.), Sarah Birkebak (Grantham, Pa.), and Nathan Toews 
(Harrisonburg, Va.).

Jesse Epp-Fransen has begun a two-year term as 
Legislative Assistant and Communications Coordi-
nator for the MCC Washington Office. Jesse is from 
Winnipeg, where he is a member of Charleswood 
Mennonite Church and recently finished a master’s 
degree in English literature. Jesse will divide his 
time between communications tasks and domestic 
policy issues, particularly U.S. economic justice 
and criminal justice.

Two new interns have joined the office this fall: 
Emily Wilson-Hauger, a master’s student at Bran-

deis University and Heather Sell, a student from Greenville College. Also, Earl 
Zimmerman, former MCC representative in India, is on sabbatical in our office 
this fall.

StAFF tRAvel & SPeAKinG

In August Theo Sitther traveled to Colombia to visit a number of communities af-
fected by displacement and violence. Theo is available to speak about Colombia. 

Also in August Theo Sitther and Luke Schrock-Hurst of MCC East Coast led 
a workshop on Afghanistan at Allegheny Conference’s annual meeting.

Tammy Alexander gave the sermon at Salford Mennonite Church on Sep-
tember 11, 2011. The sermon, entitled “A thousand paper cranes,” tied together 
immigration issues with the tenth anniversary of the September 11 attacks (ser-
mon text available at washington.mcc.org/immigration). 

To request a speaker from the MCC Washington Office, please contact us at 
mccwash@mcc.org.

*
*

*

WASHINGTON	MEMO	is	published	quarterly	by	
Mennonite	Central	Committee	U.S.	Washington	
Office staff. Subscribe	or	change	your	address	
by sending an email to mccwash@mcc.org or  
by calling (202) 544-6564.  

Staff: Tammy	Alexander,	Jesse	Epp-Fransen,	
Patricia	Kisare,	Rachelle	Lyndaker	Schlabach	
(Director	and	Managing	Editor),	Theo	Sitther,	
Christina Warner. 

All biblical quotes are from the New Revised 
Standard	Version,	unless	otherwise	noted.	

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Senator	______________
U.S.	Senate	
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3121
senate.gov

Representative	______________
U.S.	House	of	Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 224-3121
house.gov

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111
president@whitehouse.gov

MCC	U.S.	Washington	Office
920	Pennsylvania	Ave.	SE
Washington, DC 20003
(202) 544-6564
mccwash@mcc.org
washington.mcc.org
washingtonmemo.org

SIGN UP!

Sign	up	for	our	e-mail	action	alert	lists	 
by going to washington.mcc.org or by  
contacting mccwash@mcc.org.

UPCOMING DATES

october 16
World Food Day

oct. 17–21, nov. 7–11, 21–25
Members of the House in home districts, 
opportunity for in-person meetings

october 24–28
Members	of	the	Senate	in	home	districts,	
opportunity for in-person meetings

January 27
High school essay contest deadline

March 23–26
Ecumenical	Advocacy	Days
Washington, DC

Jesse Epp-Fransen

Ecumenical Advocacy Days March 23–26, 2012
Is this the fast I seek? Economy, livelihood and  
our national priorities

The MCC Washington Office is a co-sponsor of the 10th 
annual	Ecumenical	Advocacy	Days,	to	be	held	in	Washington,	
DC. The conference will explore economy, livelihood and our 
national priorities through the lens of Isaiah 58. Join other 

Christians in seeking a global economy and a national budget that break the yokes 
of injustice, poverty, hunger and unemployment throughout the world—heeding 
Isaiah’s call to become “repairers of the breach and restorers of streets to live in.” 
Register now at advocacydays.org.
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Support Mcc’s  
peace programming

MCC supports The Center for Peacebuilding  
in	Sanski	Most,	Bosnia,	which	has	summer	 
peace camps and holds peace building  
workshops in schools. Pictured are Vahidin 
Omanovic,  director and creator of the center, 
Jasmina	Ramic	and	Edina	Suvalic.

donate.mcc.org
Mennonite
Central
Committee
U.S.

Christians are called to model Jesus’ example of courageous peacemaking. 

Your gift helps Mennonite Central Committee support people making peace around the world.


