
by Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach

A short video released by the House 
Armed Services Committee be-
gins with this 1940 quote from 

Franklin Roosevelt: “No . . . defense 
is so strong that it requires no further 
strengthening, and no attack is so 
unlikely or impossible that it may be 
ignored.” The video, complete with 
haunting violin music, makes a dra-
matic case that the U.S. military will  
be de-cimated by spending cuts. 

Many people across the political 
spectrum now support making at least 
some cuts to the Pentagon, as a way of 
DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�IHGHUDO�GHÀFLW��6RPH�LQ�
Congress, along with the defense in-
dustry and the Pentagon, are working 
hard to ensure that the cuts will be as 
minimal as possible. 

In January the Pentagon announced 
its plan to spend $260 billion less than 
RULJLQDOO\�SURMHFWHG�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�ÀYH�
years. This would mean a slight cut 
next year and then letting military 
funding increase slightly each year, 
URXJKO\�DW�WKH�SDFH�RI�LQÁDWLRQ��

Military spending already con-
sumes more than half of the discre-
tionary budget and that percentage 
will surely increase, as other programs 
UHFHLYH�PRUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�FXWV�

What can we as Anabaptists con-
tribute to the conversation?

The way of peace

“I say to you, love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you” 
(Matthew 5:44). We have often seen 
this as an individual call, or perhaps 
a call to the church as a whole. But it 
also has implications for nation-states.

If Jesus is indeed Lord of the cos-
mos, he is Lord of nation-states too. 
Interestingly, nearly every Old Testa-
ment prophet addressed not only Is-
rael, but also neighboring nations who 
did not claim allegiance to Yahweh. 
The prophets made clear that God will 
hold them to account for their actions. 

&KULVWLDQV�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�VHYHUDO�FHQ-
turies of the church provided a strong 
witness to Christ’s way of peace. 
Justin Martyr (100–165 CE), an early 
Christian leader, wrote:

We ourselves were well conversant 
with war, murder and everything 
evil, but all of us throughout the 
whole wide earth have traded in 
our weapons of war. We have ex-
changed our swords for plowshares, 
our spears for farm tools . . . 

But in the centuries since, the church 
has too often blessed military build-up 
and war. Here in the United States, we 
are complicit in our nation’s priorities 
in several ways. 
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Some take pride in chariots
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The new F-35 fighter jet is unveiled during a 
ceremony in July.

(continued on page 2)



As residents of a democracy, we 
can freely express our perspectives 
WR�RXU�HOHFWHG�RIÀFLDOV��7R�QRW�GR�VR�
implies that we accept the status quo. 
Secondly, our tax dollars support the 
military in a way that we would not 
as individuals. For this reason some 
Mennonites participate in war tax 
resistance, often giving a symbolic 
amount to an organization that works 
for peace and indicating to the Internal 
Revenue Service that they are doing so 
as an act of conscience. 

Good stewards of resources 

In 1 Samuel 8, the people of Israel ask 
Samuel for “a king to govern us, like 
other nations” (8:5). The LORD tells 
Samuel to honor their request, but 
included a warning: “the king . . . will 
take your sons and appoint them to his 
chariots and to be his horsemen, and to 
run before his chariots” (8:11). 

The United States spends more 
than half a trillion dollars each year 
on the Pentagon. A Brown University 
study estimated that the total cost 
of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
will end up somewhere between $3.5 
trillion and $4 trillion, added to the 
tremendous human cost of more than 
200,000 lives lost. 

This spending has increased the 
GHEW�VLJQLÀFDQWO\��,W�DOVR�PHDQV�OHVV�
money is available for other priorities 
that help to build true security, such 
as assistance to those struggling to 
overcome poverty in this country and 
overseas, as well as programs that help 
keep our air and water clean. While 
the Pentagon has yet to see any actual 
cuts, in the last year these programs 
VDZ�VLJQLÀFDQW�FXWV�

These programs are also a more 
effective use of our tax dollars. A 
University of Massachusetts study 
shows that $1 billion invested in 
clean energy, health care, education 
or even tax cuts for personal con-
VXPSWLRQ�DOO�FUHDWH�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�PRUH�
jobs than does $1 billion invested in 
the military.
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A ballistic missile soars in the air after a test 
launch. The U.S. currently has nearly 2,000 
deployed nuclear warheads, with another  
5,000 in its stockpile.
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%LSDUWLVDQ�GHÀFLW�FRPPLVVLRQV�
and others have recommended that 
as much as $1 trillion be cut from the 
military over the next decade. Several 
of the suggestions, for example, from 
the Sustainable Defense Task Force 
are: 

� reducing overall troop numbers 
from 1.5 million to 1.3 million,

� reducing the nuclear arsenal to 1000 
warheads, and

� cancelling a number of military sys-
tems that have gone way over bud-
JHW��VXFK�DV�WKH�)����ÀJKWHU�MHW�DQG�
the Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle. 

These cuts alone would allow the U.S. 
to double the amount of food and nu-
trition assistance it provides, employ 
nearly one million more elementary 
school teachers and provide wind 
power to more than 200 million house-
holds for one year.

Cutting the massive military budget 
does not mean demonizing people in 
the military. Many sign up because 
there are few other employment op-
portunities. Entry-level military per-
sonnel struggle to make ends meet 
on low salaries. As Mennonites, we 
FDQ�ÀQG�ZD\V�WR�VXSSRUW�YHWHUDQV�DQG�
those in the military, even as we work 
to move our country away from its re-
liance on militarism. 

Salvation and security

In 2 Kings 6:8-23, the king of Syria 
sends “horses and chariots and a great 
army” to surround the city where the 
prophet Elisha is. Elisha’s servant is 
dismayed by the military might. Elisha 
tells him, “Do not be afraid, for there 
are more with us than there are with 
them.” Elisha prays that God will open 
the servant’s eyes, and he sees “the 
FKDULRWV�RI�ÀUH�DOO�DURXQG�(OLVKD�µ�

As Christians we must never allow 
ourselves to see displays of military 
might as the world’s “real” power. We 
must remember that God is the one 
who saves us. 



When we forget this, it is impossible 
to ever spend enough. Since the attacks 
of September 11, 2001, the Pentagon’s 
base budget has nearly doubled. (That 
number excludes spending on the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.) The United 
States spends more on its military than 
nearly all other nations in the world 
combined, and many of those other na-
tions are U.S. allies. 

If we think that security comes 
WKURXJK�FHPHQW�ÁRZHUSRWV��WR�SUHYHQW�
truck bombs) and military hardware 
�WR�ÀJKW�´HQHP\µ�QDWLRQV���WKHQ�ZH�
ZLOO�ÀQG�RXUVHOYHV�SRRUHU�ÀQDQFLDOO\�
and perhaps even less safe. The U.S. 
invasions of two sovereign nations—
Afghanistan and Iraq—provoked anti-
American resentment and deepened 
suspicion of U.S. motives.

8�6��RIÀFLDOV�XVXDOO\�SRUWUD\�WKRVH�
motives as promoting democracy and 
freedom, but in reality have much 
more to do with extending our politi-
cal and economic interests, including 
resources such as oil.

“If we go to war,” said General 
James Amos, the top Marine, as he de-

scribed the potential impact of budget 
cuts, “the Marines are going to go and 
they’re going to come home when it’s 
over. There will be no ‘dwell.’” One 
has to ask why U.S. troops would need 
to dwell long after a war ends if there 
are not other interests at stake.

Economic and political relation-
ships that are equitable and just, rather 
than unequal and domineering, lay the 
groundwork for security and peace.

Conclusion

The House Armed Services Commit-
tee video concludes with Ronald Rea-
gan reading the following quote: “On 
you depend the fortunes of America. 
You are to decide the important ques-
tion, on which rest the happiness and 
liberty of millions yet unborn. Act 
worthy of yourselves.”

As Washington policymakers de-
bate cutting the military, let’s not be 
the quiet in the land. Mennonites have 
much to say from our experience and 
theology about “the important ques-
tion” of where true security lies. *
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A sailor, above, stands at attention aboard a ballistic missile submarine. Facing page, top, a U.S. 
Marine Corps Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle (EFV). Development of the EFV is 14 years behind sched-
ule and has more than doubled in cost compared to original estimates. 
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Peace education in the 
congregation
How much does your congregation 
spend on peace education? It’s prob-
ably difficult to calculate, but it likely 
doesn’t equal the $26,000 the U.S. Army 
averages per recruit. This includes the 
recruiter’s salary, enlistment bonuses 
and advertising. If you have a youth 
group of ten, that’s $260,000 the Army 
is willing to spend just to enlist your 
youth. Caution: discussion on ethics, 
morals and spiritual impact will cost 
extra!

Peace education in our environment 
requires a serious investment in time, 
relationships, modeling and practice. It 
is a commitment the entire church must 
make if we want to take Jesus’ call to 
discipleship seriously.

One of the most effective ways to 
help youth struggle with questions of 
conscience that surround war is to 
share the experiences of Iraq War vet-
erans who are now committed to peace. 
Veterans’ testimonies are available 
at co.mcc.org and conscienceinwar.
org. Also at co.mcc.org is “A primer on 
military enlistment for pastors, youth 
counselors and mentors.”

Military regulations regarding enlist-
ment are online at girightshotline.org. 
You can also call the GI Rights Hotline at 
(877) 447-4487 or contact Titus Peachey 
of MCC U.S. at (717) 859-1151 or tmp@
mcc.org.

Titus Peachey is peace education coor-
dinator for Mennonite Central Committee 
U.S.



After his death in the story of the rich man and Laza-
rus, the rich man cries out to Abraham to send Laza-
rus back to warn his brothers of the consequences of 

their actions (Luke 16:19-31). 
Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the prophets; 

they should listen to them.” He said, “No, father Abraham; 
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will re-
pent.” He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if some-
one rises from the dead.”     

The rich man had a hearing problem; he ignored Lazarus 
at his gate regularly. We also have a hearing problem when 
it comes to military spending. If I were planning a service 
linked to the topic of military spending, my starting point 
would be some of the voices we seem not to hear.

Jesus—on priorities

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth . . .
but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven . . .  
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Therefore do not worry, saying, 

“What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or  
 “What will we wear?” 

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation  
 of the world; 
for I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.”

The Psalmist—on priorities

The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it,
the world, and those who live in it;
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear . . . 
Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses,
but our pride is in the name of the LORD our God.

Prophets for peace—on priorities

Or maybe it’s time to listen to those who will not pay 
the percentage of their taxes that go to support war.

Or maybe it’s time to pay attention to those voices  
 in social media,
who call our attention to the cost of feeding the hungry  
 of the world
for the equivalent of a few days of military spending.

Maybe it’s time to pay attention to the Prince of Peace, 
to the calls of the prophets for peace,
and to the voices who throughout history have called  
 for peace.

Listen: what more do we need to hear? 

Come, let us worship

“Your word is true, your way is just, you are the God  
in whom we trust.”  
—Gracia Grindal, 1993

If there is to be peace in the world,
there must be peace in the nations.
If there is to be peace in the nations,
there must be peace in the cities.
If there is to be peace in the cities,
there must be peace between neighbors.
If there is to be peace between neighbors,
there must be peace in the home.
If there is to be peace in the home,
there must be peace in the heart.
—Lao-Tse, Chinese philosopher, 6th century BCE

“Fear not . . .”
—angels, prophets, Jesus and others

Ken Nafziger is professor of music at Eastern Mennonite 
University.
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Thoughts on military spending and worship
by Ken Nafziger



by Adrienne Wiebe

In the last four years, the govern-
ments of Mexico and the United 
States have taken a military ap-

proach to what are essentially policing 
and civil problems: organized crime, 
GUXJ�WUDIÀFNLQJ��XQGRFXPHQWHG�PLJUD-
tion and poverty.

8SRQ�WDNLQJ�RIÀFH�LQ�'HFHPEHU�
2006, President Calderon of Mexico de-
clared war on drug cartels and deployed 
50,000 troops inside the country. 

Since then, there have been an 
estimated 60,000 deaths in battles be-
tween the military and the cartels, and 
between the cartels themselves as they 
ÀJKW�IRU�FRQWURO�RI�OXFUDWLYH�WUDIÀFNLQJ�
routes. An increasing number of inno-
FHQW�SHRSOH�DUH�FDXJKW�LQ�WKH�FURVVÀUH���

Mexico is now portrayed as a threat 
to U.S. national security. Since 2008 
the U.S. has provided some $700 mil-
lion in military and security equipment 
and training to Mexico under the Me-
rida Initiative. 

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�RIÀFLDO�PLOLWDU\�DLG��
U.S. arms suppliers sold $177 mil-

lion worth of weapons to Mexico in 
2009, more than any other country in 
the world. Moreover, a large portion 
of the weapons used by Mexican drug 
cartels originate from U.S. gun sellers. 

In the last year, many Mexicans 
have begun to question the purpose of 
this “war.” They maintain the war is 
unwinnable as long as the drug market 
WR�WKH�8�6��LV�VR�LQFUHGLEO\�SURÀWDEOH��
it is estimated to be worth $30 billion 
to $50 billion a year.

“The war is not against the narco-
WUDIÀFNHUV��LW�LV�DJDLQVW�WKH�0H[LFDQ�
people,” according to Manuel Gomez, 
a human rights worker from Chiapas 
at a December forum at SERAPAZ, an 
agency supported by MCC. 

Militarizing Mexico by putting 
the armed forces in communities to 
ÀJKW�WKH�GUXJ�ZDU�DOVR�SXWV�WKHP�LQ�D�
position to suppress grassroots social 
movements. Government forces have 
been linked to violent responses to 
communities struggling with national 
and international corporations seeking 
to exploit natural resources, such as 
minerals, water, land and oil.

There has been an alarming rise in 
reports of human rights abuses against 
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Mexican soldiers at ceremony honoring a fighter squadron. 

Caught in the crossfire
Militarization  
of Mexico

the civilian population by the military 
forces and other Mexican authorities.

The criminalization of civil action 
is evident in the weekly reports of 
threats, detentions and disappearances, 
particularly aimed at human rights 
defenders and community organizers. 
)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�WZR�ZHHNV�RI�
December, three human rights defend-
ers and members of the peace move-
ment were killed. 

The peace movement that emerged 
last year in Mexico, mobilized by Ja-
vier Sicilia (a Mexican writer) whose 
own son was killed by armed actors by 
mistake, is an expression of the grow-
ing national dissatisfaction with this 
bloody war. 

At the forum at SERAPAZ, Pietro 
Ameglio, a leader in the peace move-
ment, summed it up saying, “They say 
they will create peace through war. 
We know this does not work. At this 
moment, we urgently need to stop the 
hand that kills; then we can begin to 
address the roots of the problem.” *
Adrienne Wiebe is the Latin America/
Caribbean policy analyst for MCC. 
She works and lives in Mexico City. 

U.S. Air Force/Master Sgt. Adam M. Stump

Many Mexicans have begun to question 
the purpose of this “war.”
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STORIES OF CONGREGATIONAL ADVOCACY 

DREAM Sabbath 

Faith communities around the country held more than 450 
DREAM Sabbath vigils and events between September 
16 and October 9, 2011, including at least two Mennonite 
churches: Emmanuel Mennonite Church (Gainesville, Fla.)  
and Portland (Ore.) Mennonite Church. 

The DREAM Act (S. 592, H.R. 1842) would provide in-
creased opportunities to undocumented immigrants brought 
to the United States when they were young, including the 
freedom to pursue higher education, work permits, and a 
pathway to citizenship. More information is available at 
washington.mcc.org/dream.

FAITHFUL BUDGET CAMPAIGN

7KH�0&&�:DVKLQJWRQ�2IÀFH��DORQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�:DVKLQJ-
WRQ�DUHD�IDLWK�EDVHG�RIÀFHV��LV�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�´IDLWK-
ful budget” campaign. This campaign calls on legislators 
to recognize the federal budget as a moral document that 
demonstrates our national values and, as such, should care 
for those struggling to overcome poverty, both within our 
borders and around the world.

On November 20 groups around the country joined in 
prayer with Washington participants to call on the admin-
istration and Congress to bring about a faithful budget. If 
you or your congregation participated in a faithful budget 
SUD\HU�YLJLO�SOHDVH�OHW�WKH�:DVKLQJWRQ�2IÀFH�NQRZ�DERXW�LW��
as we would love to hear your story. 

*
Advocates’ Corner

The Advocates’ Corner 
highlights current advo-
cacy work by Anabaptist 
congregations. Please  
let us know what your 
congregation is doing,  
so that we can include  
it in a future issue.

SAMPLE LETTER: MILITARY SPENDING

Dear Member of Congress,

$V�\RX�ZRUN�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�GHÀFLW��,�DVN�\RX�WR�SOHDVH�VXS-
port reductions to military spending and to maintain fund-
ing to address domestic and global poverty.

The U.S. military budget already far exceeds that of any 
RWKHU�QDWLRQ��%LSDUWLVDQ�GHÀFLW�FRPPLVVLRQV�DQG�RWKHUV�
such as the Sustainable Defense Task Force have recom-
mended that as much as $1 trillion be cut from the military 
over the next decade. 

We must break out of the cycle that says that unlimited mil-
itary spending will make us safer as a nation, and instead 
prioritize caring for those who are most in need. In the long 
run this will make all of us much more secure. 

Sincerely,

[Name and address]

This letter is also available online at washingtonmemo.org/
newsletter/winter12.

MCC U.S. Executive Director Ron Byler leads a prayer vigil across from  
the Capitol.
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Ecumenical Advocacy Days March 23–26, 2012
Is this the fast I seek? Economy, livelihood and  
our national priorities

7KH�0&&�:DVKLQJWRQ�2IÀFH�LV�D�FR�VSRQVRU�RI�WKH���WK� 
annual Ecumenical Advocacy Days, to be held in Washing-
ton, DC. The conference will focus on the economy, liveli-
hood and our national priorities through the lens of Isaiah 58. 

This is an excellent opportunity to come to Washington and meet other 
Christians who are engaged in addressing social justice domestically and 
around the world. Participants will worship together and attend sessions on 
various advocacy topics and then spend a day visiting with Members of Con-
gress on Capitol Hill. Register now at advocacydays.org. 

7KH�:DVKLQJWRQ�2IÀFH�LV�KHOSLQJ�WR�RUJDQL]H�D�VHVVLRQ�RQ�SULVRQV��SURI-
its and the church. This session will highlight the need for restorative justice 
practices to replace the current suppression tactics used in our criminal justice 
system.

'XULQJ�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�RXU�RIÀFH�LV�VSRQVRULQJ�D�MRLQW�JDWKHULQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
Church of the Brethren for Anabaptists who are attending. Please let us know 
if you will be attending so we can include you in this gathering. 

STAFF UPDATES

In December Heather Sell completed her internship and returned to Greenville 
(Ill.) College to complete her bachelor’s degree. Heather attends Five Forks 
Brethren in Christ Church in Waynesboro, Pa. 

(DUO�=LPPHUPDQ�VSHQW�WKH�IDOO�VHPHVWHU�RQ�VDEEDWLFDO�LQ�WKH�RIÀFH��,Q�1R-
vember Fred Redekop, pastor of Floradale (Ont.) Mennonite Church, was a 
SDVWRU�LQ�UHVLGHQFH�LQ�WKH�RIÀFH��

In January Jacob Kanagy, from Elizabethtown (Pa.) Mennonite Church, 
MRLQHG�WKH�RIÀFH�DV�DQ�LQWHUQ�ZLWK�D�IRFXV�RQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�LVVXHV� *

*

*

WASHINGTON MEMO is published quarterly by 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Washington 
Office staff. Subscribe or change your address 
by sending an email to mccwash@mcc.org or  
by calling (202) 544-6564.  

Staff: Tammy Alexander, Jesse Epp-Fransen, 
Patricia Kisare, Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach 
(Director and Managing Editor), Theo Sitther. 

All biblical quotes are from the New Revised 
Standard Version, unless otherwise noted. 

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Senator ______________
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3121
senate.gov

Representative ______________
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 224-3121
house.gov

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111
president@whitehouse.gov

MCC U.S. Washington Office
920 Pennsylvania Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20003
(202) 544-6564
mccwash@mcc.org
washington.mcc.org
washingtonmemo.org

SIGN UP!

Sign up for our e-mail action alert lists  
by going to washington.mcc.org or by  
contacting mccwash@mcc.org.

UPCOMING DATES

February 20–24, April 2–13
Members of Congress in home districts, 
opportunity for in-person meetings

March 23–26 
Ecumenical Advocacy Days
Washington, DC

Take action to cut the military budget
Free copies of a 5-session 

study guide on the federal budget are avail-
able for use by Sunday School classes or 
small groups.

 See the sample text on 
page 6 and send an email or letter to your 
members of Congress.

Remember that each person can sign up to 
three postcards (one House member and two 
Senators). 

To request postcards or study guides,  
please contact us at mccwash@mcc.org or 
(202) 544-6564.

The amphibious assault ship USS Bataan 
shown underway with all eight MV-22 
Osprey aircraft ready for takeoff. Each 
Osprey costs more than $100 million.
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Website Resource Highlights

7KH�0&&�:DVKLQJWRQ�2IÀFH�ZHEVLWH�SURYLGHV�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�RIÀFH��DFWLRQ�DOHUWV��XSFRP-
ing events, and resources on domestic and interna-
tional issues. Recent highlights include:

Gun smuggling to Mexico Since 
2007, nearly 40,000 people 
have been killed as a result of 
the Mexican “drug war.” Ap-
proximately 70 to 90 percent 
of the guns used by Mexican 
drug cartels originate from gun 
sellers in the United States. 
Weak gun laws within the U.S. 

have created an open market by which unlicensed 
sellers are able to sell guns without a background 
FKHFN��&XUUHQW�ÀJXUHV�VKRZ�WKDW�������ZHDSRQV�
ÁRZ�IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�HDFK�GD\��0RUH�RQOLQH�
at washington.mcc.org/gunsmugglingmexico.

Military spending The United 
Nations estimates it would 
cost about $30 billion to make 
sure that everybody around 
the world has enough to eat. 
That’s about one-twentieth of 
the Pentagon’s yearly budget. 

Nonetheless, policymakers continue to cut fund-
ing to programs that assist those living in poverty 
while leaving the Pentagon’s budget largely un-
WRXFKHG��5HVRXUFHV�DQG�IDLWK�UHÁHFWLRQV�FDQ�EH�
found at washington.mcc.org/militaryspending.

Faith and politics Christian political advocacy is a 
form of public witness and a tangible way of lov-
ing our neighbor. As Anabaptists, we believe that 
Christ walked in love and peace on this earth and 
that the mission of the church is to demonstrate 
this love. Learn more at washington.mcc.org/faith.

Twitter and Facebook Join  
us on Twitter and Facebook: 
washington.mcc.org/twitter 
and washington.mcc.org/ 
facebook.
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The Washington Memo Online
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The Washington Memo blog offers quick updates 
on current issues and news relevant to work here  
DW�WKH�0&&�:DVKLQJWRQ�2IÀFH��+HUH�DUH�VRPH� 
excerpts from recent blog posts: 

Reflect. Serve. Advocate.
December 13, 2011

“Earlier this year ten young 
adults from the Americas 
(Canada, U.S., Mexico, Co-
lombia, and Peru) and two 
coordinators began a two-year 

Mennonite Central Committee term in Colombia 
WR�UHÁHFW��VHUYH�DQG�DGYRFDWH�DORQJVLGH�&RORP-
bian communities.

“Participants of the program come together 
IRU�WZR�\HDUV�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKH�LVVXHV�WKDW�PDLQWDLQ�
barriers—from economics, politics and war; to 
culture, geography and theology. The program 
FRQQHFWV�WKH�UHÁHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ELJ�LVVXHV�ZLWK�FRP-
munity grassroots service together with communi-
WLHV�ZKR�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�DJDLQVW�VLJQLÀFDQW�YLROHQFH��
poverty, and oppression. While seeking to con-
nect the macro to the micro, and learning to see 
how the large structures affect real communities, 
participants learn to speak as a community to ad-
vocate for peace, justice and equality with global 
partners . . . .”   

“Sumud” of the church
December 9, 2011

“Too many claims have  
been made of bringing justice 
to Palestine-Israel. One can 
grow easily discouraged when 
surveying the last decade of 
such claims, let alone the last 

63 years. But if we read further, the prophet goes 
on to describe this servant as faithful, steadfast, not 
growing faint. In Palestine, the Arabic word sumud 
is often used to describe this sort of steadfastness. 
It is also used to describe the persistent witness of 
the church in Palestine. . . .”
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