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Comments from Mennonite Central Committee U.S. 

 

It is with great sorrow that we come together today as leaders in the faith community to 

mourn the tragic events in Newtown, Connecticut, and all violence, and to call for action 

so that future tragedies might be avoided. 

This is a time to care for those who have been affected by these events. We pray for God’s 

healing spirit upon the people of Newtown, and the many people in our country and 

around the world who suffer from violence, anger and hate.  

We pray for those who have been lost to the atrocity of gun violence. Guns have been in 

too many of our schools and gun violence has brought us this terrible anguish. Our nation 

averages 87 gun deaths per day. Too often tortured souls have turned guns on themselves 

and on those they love. Suicides alone account for more than half each year’s gun deaths. 

Let’s work together to identify meaningful responses to this problem in our country.  

 We can reinstate the assault weapons ban.  

 We can ban high-capacity ammunition clips.  

 We can pass legislation that reduces the number of guns available for these terrible 

acts. 

 We can take a hard look at who we are as a people, our fascination with violence, and 

the effects violence in the media has on our children and young people. 

Our pain comes today from the barrel of a gun, but our hope comes from God. We pray 

that the leaders of our country will unite to pass legislation that builds safety for our 

communities not through the threat of violence, but by addressing serious, underlying 

issues.  

Our Fear not: Seek peace campaign (mcc.org/fearnot/communities), initiated some months 

ago, calls on supporters to help stop gun violence deaths, and offers online educational, 

worship and advocacy materials to encourage a sea change away from our country's gun 

culture.  

It’s time to stand together as a nation and say: this is enough! 
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