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“Where you go, I will go; where  
you lodge, I will lodge; your people 
shall be my people, and your God  
my God.” (Ruth 1:16b)

In the story of Ruth, we find a 
woman who experienced migra-
tion from different vantage points. 

Her husband’s family had come to 
Moab, Ruth’s home, fleeing a famine. 
Later Ruth herself would become a 
migrant, following her mother-in-law 
Naomi to Judah. Ruth had the op-
portunity both to show welcome and 
to be welcomed.

Today many churches are welcom-
ing immigrants in their communities 
through financial assistance, documen-
tation services and language training. 
Relationships are built through mu-
tual support and friendship, with the 
knowledge that we are all one people. 

As the U.S. Congress debates im-
migration reform proposals, churches 
are playing another important role, 
calling for more just government 
policies toward immigrants through 
public events such as vigils and 
“prayer and faxing.”

Read on to learn how the debate 
is shaping up and how churches and 
individuals are calling for just and 
humane immigration reform. *

Your people shall be my people 
U.S. IMMIGRATION POLICY

A publication of Mennonite Central Committee U.S.   Volume XLV, No. 2

MCC worker Nate Howard, left, and Gustavo 
Ramos, general manager of the La Vega del 
Volcan Cooperative, walk along a nature trail 
near Sibinal, Guatemala. “Before [MCC’s proj-
ects began in Sibinal], we used to think the only 
way to get ahead, to go forward in life, was by 
migrating,” says Ramos, who returned to Guate-
mala from the U.S. in 2007. In Washington, D.C. 
MCC advocates for just economic policies that 
allow people to stay in their home communities 
as well as just and humane immigration reform.
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Approximately 11 million people live in the United  
 States today without proper immigration documen- 
  tation. About half crossed the border without au-

thorization, while the rest overstayed a visa. An estimated 
60 percent have lived in the U.S. for 10 or more years.

As our government deports over 400,000 immigrants 
per year, thousands of lives are uprooted, families are bro-
ken, and communities are no longer whole. Parents are 
taken away in middle-of-the-night home raids, or kissed 
goodbye in the morning but never come home. 

The U.S. spends over $18 billion per year on immigra-
tion enforcement, more than all other federal law enforce-
ment agencies combined. 

Hardly anyone finds this situation acceptable. Howev-
er, there are very different opinions about how to fix our 
broken immigration system. 

Immigration reform:
by Tammy Alexander

The current debate

At the time of publication, a comprehensive immigration 
bill is being debated in the U.S. Senate and the House of 
Representatives has started to introduce several smaller  
bills (for up-to-date information visit washington.mcc.org/ 
immigration). Here are some of the main issues:

Path to citizenship

The Senate bill, as introduced, would provide a path to 
citizenship for most undocumented immigrants. Individu-
als and families could apply for temporary status, receive 
work authorization and be able to travel outside the U.S. 
After 10 years, they could apply for a green card and three 
years later, for citizenship. 

Fines totaling $2000 would be levied at various steps  
in the process. DREAMers (those brought to the U.S. as 

children) and farmworkers would 
have shorter wait times and smaller  
or no fines.

Some proposals in the House would 
require applicants to plead guilty to a 
crime of being in the country unlaw-
fully and serve probation for 10 years.

Families

The Senate bill includes some good 
provisions to keep families together 
and reunite those currently separated. 
Undocumented immigrants could in-
clude some relatives on their applica-
tions; some family members already 
deported would be able to return. 
Current family members on long wait 
lists would be expedited. 

However, U.S. citizens would no 
longer be able to bring siblings or mar-
ried children over the age of 30 to the 
U.S. A new “merit-based” visa would 
consider family ties with factors such 
as education and employment.

In general, both the Senate bill and 
expected House bills are moving to 
reduce family-based immigration and 
increase skill-based immigration for 
high-tech workers and others with 
advanced degrees.

Temporary workers

Introduction of the Senate bill was 
delayed, in part, so talks between ag-
ricultural businesses and labor unions 
could yield a compromise acceptable 

Wichita: “Citizens of God’s Kingdom” workshop

Jesús Martinez, who shared his story at a recent immigration workshop, is grateful for the sup-
port of Faith Mennonite Church in Newton, Kansas. It’s one of several congregations in Western 
District Conference (WDC) that are embracing the call to welcome strangers as friends in Christ. 

Martinez—an agronomist with a bachelor’s degree in agriculture who lost everything after 
U.S. trade and farm policies dashed farming pursuits in his homeland—moved from Mexico to the 
United States in 2006. Later, his wife, Brenda, and two children joined him in Newton, where their 
once-barren life is transforming into a blessing because of the support of local Mennonites. 

“It’s amazing what Mennonite people can do with faith,” he said at the regional immigration 
workshop, “Citizens of God’s Kingdom,” sponsored March 1–2 by Mennonite Church USA and 
WDC at Hope Mennonite Church in Wichita, Kansas. 

Sessions were led by MC USA and MCC staff at the gathering attended by over 100 partici-
pants. The presenters were Jason B. Boone, coordinating minister for Mennonite Church USA’s 
Peace and Justice Support Network; Tammy Alexander, senior legislative associate, Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) U.S. Washington Office; and Saulo Padilla, MCC U.S. immigration  
education coordinator. 

They shared how issues of economics, militarization, safety and religious freedom have 
driven immigration in all times and how those issues impact the 21st century specifically. 

“The participants here are becoming more informed,” said Padilla, “and as they become 
more informed, they will, one person at a time, help the entire church to know how important 

immigration issues are to us as citizens 
in God’s kingdom.” 

Want to host a workshop in your region? 
Contact Tammy Alexander at  
TammyAlexander@mcc.org.

Adapted by permission from Western District 
Conference’s WDC Garden, April/May 2013,  
by Laurie Oswald Robinson.

Could it happen in 2013?

Participants place pins on a map to indicate 
their country of origin, reminding them that 
they were once immigrants.Cl
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Action steps

There are many ways you 
and your church can help to 
push for an immigration bill 
that is just and humane:

1. Pray
•	For immigrants. 
•	For the church. 
•	For political leaders.

2. Learn
•	Read the news, skim reports, discuss a book on  

immigration in your book club.
•	Get to know immigrant brothers and sisters in your 

community.
•	Learn about your own family’s migration history.

3. Advocate
•	Sign up for immigration action alerts (washington 

.mcc.org/alerts) to learn about legislation and parti-
cipate in national call-in days. 

•	Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper.
•	Hold a public witness event such as a prayer vigil  

or forum.
4. Teach

•	Teach a small group or Sunday school class.
•	Organize a workshop (see box on facing page).
•	Bring the MCC migration exhibit, “People on the 

move,” to your church, college, conference or relief 
sale (see box above).

5. Engage
•	Find groups in your area working for justice for  

immigrants.
•	Volunteer with an organization that helps recent  

immigrants with documentation and other needs.
•	Participate in a visitation program at a local deten-

tion center.

In order for immigration reform to pass, it will take  
the efforts of millions of committed individuals pushing  
it forward. Welcome the sojourner, not just with your 
heart but, when necessary, with your pen, your phone, 
and your feet. *

to both. Business wants easy access to 
inexpensive labor. Unions want higher 
wages and protections for U.S.-born 
workers. The Senate bill contains  
better protections for temporary 
workers, including the ability to 
change jobs, bring family members, 
and eventually apply for citizenship. 

A bill introduced in the House 
would expand guest worker visas but 
would not include better labor protec-
tions, the ability to bring family, or a 
path to citizenship.

Access to benefits

Currently, green card holders must wait five years to 
receive public benefits such as Medicaid or food stamps. 
The Senate bill would restrict undocumented immigrants 
on the path to citizenship from receiving public benefits 
for at least 15 years. 

Border security

The Senate bill would allocate $4.5 billion in new spend-
ing for border security, with $1.5 billion earmarked for 
additional fencing. Two “triggers” must be met in order 
for other parts of the bill to take effect. One requires the 
administration to submit specific plans on how to im-
prove border security within 180 days—no undocument-
ed immigrant would receive temporary status until this 
happens. The second “trigger” sets enforcement bench-
marks that must be met before anyone with temporary 
status could apply for a green card. 

Prospects for reform

The last time the U.S. Congress tried to pass a compre-
hensive immigration reform bill in 2007, it failed. Can  
a bill pass in 2013?

There are some encouraging signs. After the 2012 
presidential election, a new bipartisan willingness to talk 
about immigration reform emerged for the first time in six 
years. Evangelical leaders have also joined the chorus of 
faith groups and other advocates calling for just reform.

But compromise is difficult—between those who want 
a path to citizenship and those who decry that path as 
amnesty for lawbreakers; between those who want more 
border walls and those who think we have enough already. 
Move too far to one side or the other and you risk losing 
the small, fragile bipartisan consensus.

In the end, will the bill contain more harmful provi-
sions than good? Will the path to citizenship be too costly 
and too long and will enforcement provisions only further 
militarize the border and continue to fill for-profit deten-
tion centers? Or, will there finally be an opportunity to 
help families, DREAMers, farmworkers, and others in a 
way that is timely and fair? These questions remain to be 
answered. But your voice can make a difference.

NEW MCC MIGRATION EXHIBIT
People on the move:  
The human face of migration

Beginning this summer, a new MCC exhibit on migra-
tion will be available for churches, colleges, confer-
ences, relief sales and other venues. Consisting of 12 
easy-to-roll-out panels, the exhibit tells the stories of 
several migrants as they traveled from one place to 
another. The content and images are meant to bring 
out the human stories of migration, raise awareness 
about why people leave their homes, and encourage 
further learning and advocacy. 

The exhibit is available in either English/Spanish  
or English/French versions. To find out more, visit 
mcc.org/peopleonthemove.

4 
Indonesia to U.S.
Scale: 1:6
Final size: 31.5x78 inches.

Captions?

Other photos?

In 1998, Wie Ien was managing a travel bureau in Solo, 
Indonesia, when violent riots engulfed the city. When Ien 
migrated to the U.S. in 2001, she remained so traumatized by 
the riots she did not speak. She could only cry. 
     Through connections in Mennonite congregations in 
Indonesia, Ien came to Gereja Kristus Injili, a Mennonite 
congregation in Pomona, Calif. Members of her church 
community helped her get identification documents and learn 
English. And she was with others who had undergone similar 
experiences. “I feel safe because I’m not alone in Los Angeles. 
I have brothers and sisters in Christ who are always ready to 
support, take care and love me,” Ien says. 
     Ien became a U.S. citizen in October 2008. She completed a 
nursing degree in order to get a steady job and be able to help 
people. She is now working as a nurse. Although she misses 
her family, she thanks God for the opportunity to live where 
she does.

Violent conflict in Indonesia 
is spurred by ethnic, political, 
economic and religious 
differences. Since 2003, 
MCC’s partner, Forum for 
Peace Across Religions 
and Groups, has worked 
to prevent violent conflict 
in the city of Solo through 
intentionally bringing people 
together across differences. 
If people feel safe in their 
homes, fewer will feel the 
push to migrate. 

El conflicto violento en 
Indonesia es instigado por 
diferencias étnicas, políticas, 
económicas y religiosas. 
Desde el 2003, los asociados 
de CCM, Foro para la paz 
entre religiones y grupos, 
ha trabajado para evitar 
el conflicto violento en la 
ciudad de Solo trayendo 
intencionalmente a la 
gente junta a través de las 
diferencias. Si la gente se 
siente segura en sus hogares, 
un menor número de ellos 
se sentirán empujados a 
emigrar.

En 1988, Wie Ien estaba administrando una oficina de viajes en 
Solo, Indonesia, cuando  violentos motines asolaron la ciudad.  
Cuando Ien emigró a los Estados Unidos en el 2001, ella quedó 
tan traumatizada por los motines que no hablaba, solo lloraba.
    Por medio de conexiones en las congregaciones menonitas 
en Indonesia, Ien llegó a Gereja Kristus Injili, una congregación 
Menonita en Pomona, California. Los miembros de la 
comunidad de su iglesia le ayudaron a obtener documentos 
de identificación y a aprender inglés. Y ella estaba con otros 
que habían pasado por experiencias similares. “Me siento 
segura porque no estoy sola en Los Angeles.  Tengo hermanos 
y hermanas en Cristo que siempre están listos a apoyarme, 
cuidarme y amarme”, dice Ien.
    Ien se hizo ciudadana de EE.UU. en octubre del 2008. Ella 
terminó un grado en enfermería para poder tener un trabajo 
estable y ayudar a la gente. Ahora trabaja como enfermera.  
Aunque ella extraña a su familia, agradece a Dios por la 
oportunidad de vivir donde ella está.

“I have brothers and sisters in Christ who are 
always ready to support, take care and love me.”

“Tengo hermanos y hermanas en 
Cristo que siempre están listos a 
apoyarme, cuidarme y amarme.”

pueblos en 
         movimiento 
      el rostro humano 
de la migraciónpeople 

   on the move 
      the human face 
of migration

mcc.org
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IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Senator ______________
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3121
senate.gov

Representative ______________
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 224-3121
house.gov

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111
president@whitehouse.gov

GET INVOLVED!

•	 Check	out	our	website	at	 
 washington.mcc.org. 
•	 Read	our	blog	at	washingtonmemo.org. 
•	 Sign	up	to	receive	action alerts  
 and the monthly E-Memo. 
•	 	Follow	us	on	Twitter at twitter.com/ 

mccwashington. Like us on Facebook  
at facebook.com/MCCWashingtonOffice. 

UPCOMING DATES

July 1–6, 2013
Mennonite Church USA convention 
Phoenix, Arizona 
MCC Washington staff leading workshops on 
immigration, advocacy and Palestine-Israel

October 16, 2013
World Food Day
Resources available from the  
MCC Washington Office

Responding 

STS 53  Here to the house  
 of God we come
HWB 322  For we are strangers  
 no more

Praying

Holy God,
You led Abraham and Sarah to a  

new land;
You led your people across the 

Egyptian border to freedom;
You sent your angel to warn Joseph 

to take Mary and Jesus to a 
foreign country, 

because their homeland was not safe.
You are a God who calls us to love 

and care for foreigners among us; 
it is because of this love that we pray 

to you now. . . .

. . . O God, hear our prayer 
and grant our federal and state 

legislators compassion and 
wisdom

as they consider various proposals  
for immigration reform.

May their ears be deaf to lies born  
of fear.

May their eyes be open to the 
humanity of each immigrant.

May they lead us to be a state and  
a nation that finds our security  
in offering generous hospitality  
to all of your people.

—Full text of “Prayer for peace”  
by Joanna Harader available at 
peace.mennolink.org/resources/ 
cpw/prayers/prayer184.pdf.

Sending

STS 154

A worship service

Gathering and praising

Call to worship: STS 190 

Singing together:
HWB 42  All people that on earth  
 do dwell
HWB 51  Let the whole creation  
 cry
STJ 88  Haleluya! Pelo tsa rona
 Blessed be your name

Hearing the Word

Scripture reading: Luke 17:11–16

Sermon ideas: In this passage Jesus 
travels in the border region between 
Samaria and Galilee. He heals ten 
lepers who approach him, but only 
one—the “foreigner,” a Samaritan—
returns to give thanks. As a result 
Jesus praises him for his faith. 

When have you crossed a border, 
literally or figuratively? What was  
the experience like? How did you 
hope to be received? 

Reflect on ways in which we set  
up boundaries today, allowing 
nation-states to define for us who  
is a foreigner and who is not. 

In God’s kingdom, all are wel-
come: “You are no longer strangers 
and aliens, but you are citizens with 
the saints and also members of the 
household of God, built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and proph-
ets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:19–20). 

How can your congregation offer 
hospitality and welcome to those in 
your community? How might “for-
eigners” like the one in the Gospel 
story teach us about God’s kingdom?

Abbreviations   HWB Hymnal: A Worship Book 
STJ Sing the Journey 
STS Sing the Story
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Facts about immigration in the U.S.
11 million

Estimated number of undocumented immigrants in the U.S. in 2013, 
 60 percent of whom have been in the U.S. for more than a decade

409,849
People deported from the U.S. in Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 

20 years
Wait time for a U.S. citizen to bring  

their adult unmarried children 
 from Mexico to the U.S. 

23 years
Wait time for a sibling from the Philippines

55,921 
Number of H2A visas for temporary,  

agricultural work in 2010

$18 billion
U.S. federal government spending on immigration  

enforcement in FY 2012, more than all other  
federal law enforcement agencies combined

3 million
Estimated number of migrant and  
seasonal farmworkers in the U.S.

4.5 million
Approximate number of U.S. citizen 

children who have at least one  
undocumented parent 

46,000
Estimated number  

of their parents deported  
in first half of 2011

5,000
Approximate number now  
in foster care after one or  

both parents were deported

5
Number of years a green card holder must  

wait to be eligible for federal public benefits,  
such as Medicaid and food stamps

Sources: U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Office of Immigration Statistics; Immigration Policy Center; 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Immigration and Customs Enforcement; Migration Policy Institute; 

Applied Research Center; U.S. Department of State, Visa Bulletin; National Center for Farmworker Health. 

Photo credits: Saulo Padilla, Matthew Lester/MCC, West Coast MCC.



 1   Ensure a pathway 
to citizenship.

 2 Maintain family-
based immigration. 

 3 Create fair guest 
worker programs. 

 4 Ensure access to 
basic benefits. 

 5 Choose smart and 
humane border  
 security strategies.

 6 Address the root 
causes of migration.

 7 End indiscriminate 
raids and detention.

Many of the estimated 11 million undocumented immigrants in the U.S. are 
long-time members of their communities and have established families, jobs, 
businesses, and churches. Some were brought to the country as children 
and know no other home. Any immigration reform bill should contain a legal 
pathway to citizenship for immigrants currently living in the United 
States, without requiring unworkable fines or “touchback” provisions.

Long wait lists keep families separated for years and encourage efforts to 
circumvent the system. The current family-based immigration system 
should be maintained and there should be an increase in the number 
of available family visas, so that families can reunite and immigrate 
together in a legal and timely way.

Lax oversight of guest worker programs leaves a system ripe for exploitation 
and worker abuse. Guest worker programs should contain appropriate 
oversight mechanisms to protect labor rights such as fair wages, em-
ployer choice and due process protections. Immigrant workers should have 
the opportunity to apply for permanent status and, eventually, citizenship.

Many current immigration policies seek to deter access to public health 
and safety services and lead to a culture of fear and isolation in immigrant 
communities. Lawfully present immigrants should have access to basic 
public benefits and services. No one should be discouraged from seek-
ing necessary health care or reporting a crime.

Current U.S. immigration policies have increased fear in immigrant com-
munities and contributed to the rise in deaths of migrants crossing the border. 
Border security strategies should protect community rights, human 
dignity and the natural environment.

Individuals are willing to risk their lives crossing the desert because the 
alternative—facing abject poverty or persecution in their home country— 
is so bleak. Ultimately, the United States must seek foreign policy solu-
tions and trade agreements that promote economic opportunity and 
stability in migrants’ home countries. 

Workplace raids and mass detentions create a culture of fear and harm entire 
communities. Indiscriminate raids and detention should be halted for 
non-dangerous immigrants, while targeting enforcement efforts on 
drug, weapon and people smugglers.

POLICY PRINCIPLES 

U.S. immigration policy should…

Resources for learning more
MCC Washington Office
washington.mcc.org/ 
immigration

Interfaith Immigration  
Coalition
interfaithimmigration.org

Migration Policy Institute
migrationpolicy.org

American Immigration  
Lawyers Association
aila.org
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