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Mennonite Church USA Prayer and Faxing 
Talking points 
 

Write 3 letters: 2 Senators 

 1 Representative in the House 

 

Tips for letters: Neatly handwritten letters denote sincere, grassroots interest 

and generally receive more attention than form letters, 

postcards, or petitions.  

State your purpose and be clear what action you are asking the 

congressperson to take. 

Personalize your message. Use the talking points below to 

guide your own letter instead of copying them word-for-word.  

Include personal stories and connections to your district.  

Include your address so the office receiving the letters knows 

that you are a constituent. 

 

Talking Points 
 

Key messages – Any immigration reform bill: 

 SHOULD prioritize keeping families together 

 SHOULD provide a reasonable pathway to citizenship for immigrants currently in the U.S. 

 Should NOT further militarize the U.S.-Mexico border 

 

Recommendations for immigration reform: 

 Ensure a legal pathway to citizenship for immigrants currently living in the United States, without 

requiring unworkable fines or unachievable border security “triggers.” 

 Maintain the current family-based immigration system and increase the number of available family 

visas, so that families can reunite and immigrate together in a legal and timely way. 

 Create just and fair guest worker programs, along with appropriate oversight mechanisms, to protect 

labor rights such as fair wages, employer choice and due process protections.  Provide the opportunity for 

immigrant workers to apply for permanent status and, eventually, citizenship. 

 Ensure access to basic benefits and services for those lawfully present, while avoiding policies that 

seek to deter access to public health and safety services and lead to a culture of fear and isolation in 

immigrant communities. 

 Choose border security strategies that protect community rights, human dignity, and the natural 

environment while opposing policies that contribute to deaths and increased fear in immigrant 

communities. 

 End mass detention for non-dangerous immigrants, while targeting enforcement efforts on drug, weapon 

and people smugglers. 

Hand-write 

Use talking points  
(put in your own words) 

Personal stories 

Your address 
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Other messages highlighting a humane, comprehensive approach to immigration reform: 

 The biblical tradition is one that instructs its followers to welcome strangers – as we welcome the 

stranger, we welcome Jesus himself.  The current immigration system, which relies on harsh enforcement 

measures and a bureaucratic morass, is ineffective, unjust, and causes needless suffering. 

 Long wait lists keep families separated for years and encourage efforts to circumvent the system.  

Workplace raids and mass detentions create a culture of fear and harm entire communities. Lax oversight 

of guest worker programs leaves a system ripe for exploitation and worker abuse.   

 In order to be truly effective, immigration reform must address the root causes of migration.  Individuals 

are willing to risk their lives crossing the desert because the alternative – facing abject poverty or 

persecution in their home country – is so bleak.  Ultimately, the U.S. must seek foreign policy solutions 

and trade agreements that promote economic opportunity and stability in migrants’ home countries. 

 

Facts about immigration in the U.S. 

 

11 million 

Estimated number of undocu-

mented immigrants in the U.S. 

in 2013
i
 (60% have been in the 

U.S. for over a decade)
ii
 

 

409,849 

People deported from the U.S. 

in fiscal year (FY) 2012
iii
  

 

$18 billion 

U.S. federal government spend-

ing on immigration enforcement 

in FY2012 (more than all other 

federal law enforcement 

agencies combined)
iv
 

 

5 

Number of years a green card 

holder must wait to be eligible 

for federal public benefits, such 

as Medicaid and food stamps 

Gross national income (per 

capita, US$, 2011)
v
 

 Honduras $1980 

 Guatemala $2870 

 Mexico  $9420 

 United States $48620 

 

Children 

4.5 million  

Approximate number of U.S. 

citizen children who have at 

least one undocumented parent
vi
  

 

46,000 

Estimated number of their parents 

deported in first half of 2011
vii

 

 

5,000 

Approximate number now in 

foster care after one or both 

parents were deported
viii

 

20 years 

Wait time for a U.S. citizen to 

bring their adult unmarried 

children from Mexico to the 

U.S., 2013
 ix

 

 

23 years 

Wait time for a sibling from the 

Philippines
x
 

 

Farmworkers 

3 million 

Estimated number of migrant 

and seasonal farmworkers in the 

U.S.
xi
 

72% foreign born 

48% undocumented 

 

55,921  

Number of H2A visas for 

temporary, agricultural work, 

2010
xii

 

 

 

Find fax numbers: Find your legislators (http://hq-org2.democracyinaction.org/o/5764/getLocal.jsp) 

DC office fax number is usually at the bottom of main web page, or at a “contact” link 

 

                                                           
i http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/statistics/publications/ois_ill_pe_2010.pdf   
ii http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/just-facts/unauthorized-population-today 
iii http://www.ice.gov/removal-statistics/  
iv http://www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/pillars-reportinbrief.pdf  
v http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD  
vi http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/just-facts/unauthorized-population-today); 
vii http://colorlines.com/archives/2011/11/shocking_data_on_parents_deported_with_citizen_children.html  
viii http://arc.org/shatteredfamilies  
ix http://www.travel.state.gov/visa/bulletin/bulletin_5927.html  
x http://www.travel.state.gov/visa/bulletin/bulletin_5927.html  
xi http://www.ncfh.org/docs/fs-Facts%20about%20Farmworkers.pdf 
xii http://www.ncfh.org/docs/fs-Facts%20about%20Farmworkers.pdf 
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