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Small group resource 

Children and families migrating from Central America 
 

This resource can be used as a supplement to the MC USA 
Radical Hospitality series or as a stand-alone discussion 

 

Summary 

The recent influx of children and families coming to the U.S. from Central America (primarily from 

Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala) has generated widespread concern. From October 2013 to 

July 2014, more than 50,000 unaccompanied children crossed the U.S.-Mexico border and an 

additional 30,000+ crossed with adult family members. Many are fleeing widespread gang violence 

and recruitment. U.S. immigration officials are overwhelmed.    

Current U.S. policy:  Under U.S. and international law, children traveling alone must be screened 

for asylum claims and, if appropriate, given a court hearing. While waiting for a hearing they must 

be reunited with family in the U.S., held in foster care, or housed in a shelter. Until July 2014, most 

women and children were released to stay with family in the U.S. and given a date to appear in 

court (many were simply dropped off at bus stations at night). Beginning in July 2014, more 

families are being detained in new family detention centers. In the past, family detention centers 

have been closed due to inhumane conditions. 

Proposed policies: In addition to opening more family detention centers, the Obama 

administration has sped up the deportation of children and families, often without adequate due 

process.  Young children are showing up at court hearings with no attorney and without proper 

screening for asylum claims. Some proposals in Congress would further reduce protections for 

these women and children migrants, further militarize our border, help to militarize Mexico’s 

southern border, and increase ‘security’ aid to Central America. 

Root causes: Gang violence and poverty are significant drivers of this situation.  Also, rumors 

spread in Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala that children, and adults with children, could get 

into the U.S. and get a ‘permiso’ to stay.  Smugglers took advantage of these rumors (and probably 

helped to spread them) and aggressively recruited families by promising they could stay in the U.S. 

under a special program that ‘expires soon.’ 

 

Video/articles 

Watch a 4-minute video and read two short articles and one statement: 

 Video: Central American refugees flee violence (4 minutes; Jesuit Refugee Service/USA and 

the Jesuits of the United States) 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_sa0-6uEiU&feature=youtu.be  

 Protests turn back buses carrying illegal immigrant children 
www.foxnews.com/us/2014/07/02/protests-force-buses-carrying-illegal-immigrant-

children-to-be-rerouted/ 

 Participating in God’s hospitality at the Greyhound station 
www.mennoniteusa.org/participating-in-gods-hospitality-at-the-greyhound-station/ 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_sa0-6uEiU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2014/07/02/protests-force-buses-carrying-illegal-immigrant-children-to-be-rerouted/
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2014/07/02/protests-force-buses-carrying-illegal-immigrant-children-to-be-rerouted/
http://www.mennoniteusa.org/participating-in-gods-hospitality-at-the-greyhound-station/
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 Statement of Support and Solidarity, Shalom Mennonite Fellowship, Tucson, Arizona 

www.shalommennonite.org/sites/default/files/Statement%20of%20Support%20and%20

Solidarity%20to%20the%20press-Migrant%20trail%202014_0.pdf 

 

Discussion questions 

 How should the U.S. government respond to the recent increase in women and children 
immigrants from Central America? 

 How should the church respond? 

 How could these solutions address the root causes of this migration?   

 How should churchgoers respond to accusations that, by supporting those who come to the 

U.S. without documentation, they are encouraging people to break the law? 

 

Additional resources 

 MCC action alerts and resources on Central American migration to the U.S. 

washingtonmemo.org/immig/cent-amer/  

 Pastor’s toolkit: How do we talk about the children and families who are fleeing violence in 

Central America? 

www.interfaithimmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Pastors-toolkit.pdf  
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http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Pastors-toolkit.pdf

