
As the year 2014 drew to a close,  
  numerous events should lead  
   us to ask the fundamental 

question: “what kind of country  
are we?”

Our country is still grappling with 
the decisions not to indict police of-
ficers for the deaths of unarmed Af-
rican-American men in Staten Island, 
N.Y. and in Ferguson, Missouri. 
These incidents reflect a pattern that 
has existed for many years, despite 
the lack of media attention until 
now. It should be self-evident that 
#BlackLivesMatter. But our country’s 
sordid history of injustices against 
African-Americans continues.

And what kind of country are we, 
when we use torture against detain-
ees and then justify it by saying it 
was necessary to keep us safe? The 
disturbing conclusions of the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee’s report, 
released in December, on the Central 
Intelligence Agency’s use of torture 
should make all of us question what 
is being done in our names.

We cannot expect that everything 
done by our governmental authori-
ties will reflect God’s kingdom values 
of justice, mercy and peace. But when 
our government acts in our names, in 
ways that are clearly contrary to our 
values, it is our duty as Christians to 
lament, to protest and to work for 
more just policies. 

In this issue you will read about 
ways in which our office has engaged 
in prophetic witness over the past 
year. Read more and consider ways 
in which you can be a prophetic voice 
for justice in the coming year. *
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Prophetic witness: 2014

Faith leaders, immigrants and supporters gathered out-
side the White House on February 17, 2014 to pray and 
protest the two million deportations under the Obama 
administration. Front row, left to right: Julius Trimble, 
United Methodist bishop, Minerva Carcaño, United 
Methodist bishop, Herminia Gallego Lopez, immigration 
activist and Pablo Alvarado, Executive Director of the 
National Day Laborer Organizing Network.
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Taking the long view
It helps, now and then, to step back 

and take the long view. 
The kingdom is not only beyond our 

efforts, 
it is beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only  

a tiny fraction 
of the magnificent enterprise that  

is God’s work. 

These words, written by Bishop 
Ken Untener and often attribut-
ed to Archbishop Oscar Rome-

ro, are on a well-worn piece of paper 
taped to my desk by my predecessor, 
J. Daryl Byler. Each day they remind 
me to step back, take a deep breath 
and remember to place the day in 
God’s hands, not my own.

Here in the MCC U.S. Washington 
Office our work has many challenges. 
It is easy to become overwhelmed by 
the pain and suffering around us— 
of communities of color devastated 
by the impact of mass incarceration, 
of migrants unable to see loved ones 
because they lack the proper docu-
ments, of families torn apart by bru-
tal wars, of a planet groaning under 
the impact of climate change.

In the face of these challenges, 
working with a “do-nothing” Con-
gress is even more discouraging. How 

can partisanship and pettiness get in 
the way of seeking meaningful solu-
tions to these vexing problems? 

Yet the work continues. And it 
helps to remind ourselves to take the 
long view. We remember that we are 
working toward:

■■ A humane response to immigrant 
families and children arriving from 
Central America, the closure of all 
family detention centers and no 
further border militarization;

■■ An end to mass incarceration, start-
ing with passage of common-sense 
reforms to the criminal justice sys-
tem, such as the Smarter Sentencing 
Act and the Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Act;

■■ Environmental policies that curb 
carbon emissions, promote sustain-
able energy, and support interna-
tional adaptation efforts;

■■ The ability of human rights defend-
ers and justice advocates to carry 
out their work in peace as they 
stand up for the vulnerable and op-
pressed of their societies;

■■ Housing rights for all Haitians, 
starting with a coordinated minis-
try of housing within the Haitian 
government;

■■ The advancement of the peace 
process in Colombia, with justice 
for all Colombians;

■■ An end to the brutal civil wars 
raging in Syria and Iraq, and a just 
and equitable resolution for Pales-
tinians and Israelis;

■■ An end to the fighting in eastern 
Congo, and the chance for dis-
placed people to return to their 
homes; and 

■■ The ability of everyone, every-
where, to have enough food to eat.

Our work toward these goals takes 
many forms, as described on the fol-
lowing pages. In addition, in the past 
year we have met with student groups 
from Messiah College, Eastern Men-
nonite University, Eastern Mennonite 
High School and Christopher Dock 
High School. We sponsored a high 
school essay contest, focused on the 
topics of global hunger, restorative 
justice and U.S. policy toward Haiti. 

Our staff traveled to Lebanon, 
Palestine and Israel, Iran, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, 
Tanzania, Ethiopia and Haiti. We 
hosted staff from MCC’s advocacy 
offices in Ottawa and New York, 
MCC program staff from across the 
U.S. and the MCC U.S. board. And 
together with Wallace and Evelyn 
Shellenberger of Paoli, Indiana, we 
hand-delivered copies of their book, 
“Welcome to Iran!” to several hun-
dred congressional offices.

As we do this work, and look 
ahead to the years to come, we are 
reminded by these words in 2 Cor-
inthians 4:18 to take the long view: 
“We look not at what can be seen 
but at what cannot be seen; for what 
can be seen is temporary, but what 
cannot be seen is eternal.” —Rachelle 
Lyndaker Schlabach

Doug Hostetter

Staff from MCC’s Washington, Ottawa and  
U.N. offices gathered in Washington, D.C. in 
September.
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John Bernard, left, and Roland 
Azemar, members of a community 
near the Caracol Industiral Park in 
northern Haiti, explain to MCC advo-
cacy staff about how they have been 
wronged by this major international 
development project post-quake. 
These issues include not being com-
pensated fully for farming land used 
for the construction of the facility, 
exclusion from nearby housing proj-
ects, and a refusal to hire community 
members in the new factories.Haiti

After the devastating earthquake 
hit Haiti in 2010, funds for 
relief, recovery and rebuilding 

efforts began to pour in. Since then, 
MCC has focused our advocacy ef-
forts on accountability and transpar-
ency of those funds. 

2014 marked a huge step forward 
for aid accountability in Haiti. The 
“Assessing Progress in Haiti Act”—a 
bill that requires better documentation 
from the State Department and a new 
three-year strategy for U.S. govern-
ment projects going forward—was 
signed into law. The bill garnered sup-
port from a broad coalition of faith-
based organizations and development 
agencies and marks a significant step 
towards transparency in post-disaster 
relief and rebuilding efforts. 

The significance of this bill lies in 
its mandate for the U.S. government, 
the largest foreign aid donor in Haiti, 
to ensure consultation with a broad 
spectrum of Haitian civil society 
and to provide transparent reports 
on how money is spent and who is 
contracted to carry out projects. All 
of these components have been lack-
ing in the post-earthquake rebuilding 
work of the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID).

But the challenge of rebuilding in 
Haiti is still not over. Even now as we 
mark five years after the earthquake, 
housing and infrastructure are still 
deeply in need of attention. While the 
rubble has been swept away in Port 
au Prince and the camps are not as 
visible to the unassuming eye, more 
than 85,000 people are still living in 
temporary camps under tents that are 
becoming all too permanent. 

MCC continues to advocate for 
equal housing rights and an end to 
forced evictions of people living in 
camps, even as policymakers have 
turned their attention to other con-
cerns. In November, staff coordinated 
a conference at George Washington 
University titled “Fooling the Sun, 
Not Fooling the Rain: Housing and 
Shelter in Haiti 5 Years after the 
Earthquake.” 

MCC brought representatives from 
partner organizations in Haiti work-
ing on housing justice to Washington 
to discuss the current housing crisis 
and to propose solutions to ensure 
that all Haitians have the right to ad-
equate housing. They were accompa-
nied by Ted and Katharine Oswald, 
policy analysts and advocacy coordi-
nators for MCC in Haiti. 

Conference attendees included 
staff from multilateral organizations 
like the Inter-American Development 
Bank and the World Bank, congres-
sional offices, State Department, 
USAID and academics. Our aim was 
to facilitate dialogue between sectors 
that rarely takes place in Haiti or 
Washington and to present a different 
narrative about Haiti than the one 
that is often discussed in Washington. 

Our advocacy also focuses on the 
issues of cholera in Haiti, improving 
water and sanitation infrastructure, 
and seeking justice for victims of 
cholera and their families. More than 
70 members of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives recently issued a letter to 
the U.N. Secretary General regarding 
a claims mechanism for victims.

As we mark the five-year com-
memoration of the earthquake in 
January, MCC continues to advocate 
for policies that promote holistic 
development efforts across all sec-
tors in Haiti. Our work continues to 
uphold the importance of democracy 
and human rights as a foundation 
for solid rebuilding efforts to make a 
difference in the lives of all Haitians. 
—Charissa Zehr

Haitian civil society partners at a meeting  
with the National Security Council following  
the housing conference in November.

Learn more

Watch “Tarps, Tents, Houses, Homes,” a new 
MCC video and learn more about housing in 
Haiti at haitihousingdc.org.
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Democratic 
Republic  
of the Congo

The Democratic Republic of the 
Congo has had an ongoing, vio-
lent crisis in its eastern regions 

since 1994. The crisis has displaced 
millions of people and destroyed 
numerous lives. 

The Forces Démocratiques pour la 
Libération de Rwanda (FDLR), one 
of the most significant armed groups 
in the area, is currently negotiating 
a demobilization process with the 
Congolese government. If successful, 
this could help bring vital stability to 
the region and end decades of chaos 
and violence. 

The negotiations are unfortunately 
proceeding at a slow pace due to a 
number of factors, including a high 
level of mistrust between the opposing 
parties. MCC supports a local orga-

nization that works on disarmament 
and demobilization with the FDLR. 

The Dodd-Frank Act, passed in 
2010, included provisions that were 
meant to limit the production and 
sale of conflict minerals in eastern 
Congo. The Act has unintentionally 
contributed to the collapse of Con-
go’s artisanal mining industry, leaving 
several million people without a 
livelihood. 

Furthermore, the armed groups 
that were targeted by Dodd-Frank 
avoided the intended repercussions 
by diversifying their funding streams 
and subsequently have not been 
strongly affected. Numerous local 
and international organizations have 
advocated for changes to Dodd-
Frank or new legislation to reduce the 
violent, destructive effects of conflict 
minerals. —Joshua Russell

Colombia

Peace negotiations between the 
government and the Revolution-
ary Armed Forces of Colombia 

(FARC) have been going on for more 
than two years. The final two agenda 
items include victims’ reparations 
and the end of the conflict—including 
transitional justice and reintegration 
of combatants. These final chapters 
will not be simple or straightforward. 

The U.S. government has long been 
an ally and financial supporter of the 
Colombian government, but all too 
often this has taken the form of mili-
tary aid and combating drug traffick-
ing in counter-productive ways. MCC 
continues to call the U.S. government 
to support the peace negotiations. 

Each year, our office asks Menno-
nite congregations to show solidarity 
with Mennonite churches in Colom-
bia by joining the Days of Prayer and 
Action for Colombia. On April 6–7, 

2014 churches were given worship 
resources on the theme “¡Adelante! 
Peace with justice for all Colombi-
ans.” Congregations were invited to 
pray for our Colombian brothers and 
sisters and to take action urging the 
inclusion of victims in peace negotia-
tions and establishing an independent 
truth commission.

In November Angelica Rincón of 
Justapaz, a ministry of the Colom-
bian Mennonite Church, came to 
D.C. along with Jhonatan Vargas, a 
Colombian conscientious objector 
who received support from Justapaz. 

They met with congressional offices 
and State Department officials to dis-
cuss a wide range of issues, including 
Justapaz’s efforts to document mur-
ders and death threats in the armed 
conflict, the extortion of pastors and 
churches in rural areas, conscientious 
objection, and the Protestant church’s 
role in the peace process. 

MCC continues to work closely 
with partners like Justapaz to 
monitor the situation in Colombia, 
especially issues that receive little at-
tention in the media. We support our 
Colombian brothers and sisters in 
their work to build peace, and hope 
that 2015 might bring lasting peace 
and justice for all Colombians.  
—Charissa Zehr

MCC’s Global Family education program supports students in the Mubimbi camp for families  
displaced from their homes by the conflict. The camp is on the western shore of Lake Kivu.

A Justapaz delegation visits Senator Casey’s 
(D-Pa.) office to talk about conscientious 
objection and challenges faced by Colombian 
Protestant churches. (L to R: Charissa Zehr, 
Washington Office, Angelica Rincón & Jhonatan 
Vargas, Justapaz)
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Syria and Iraq

Over the summer the dramatic 
rise in Iraq of the group call-
ing itself the Islamic State took 

many, including U.S. policymakers, 
by surprise. In August the U.S. began 
conducting airstrikes against the 
Islamic State in Iraq at the request of 
the Iraqi and Kurdish authorities.

In September the U.S. expanded 
these airstrikes to Syria as well, 
primarily against the Islamic State, 
as well as against some other mili-
tant groups. While MCC’s partner 
organizations in the region are deeply 
concerned by the rise of the Islamic 
State, they oppose the continuing 
U.S. airstrikes and the ever-widening 
U.S. military campaign. 

In December Congress approved 
$5 billion to fight the Islamic State, 
including a significant expansion 
of the program to train and equip 
Syrian opposition forces, at a cost of 
$720 million and another $1.6 billion 
to arm and equip forces in Iraq.

The creation of these “proxy 
armies” for the U.S. is quite concern-
ing, given the history of U.S. military 
involvement in the region. Also trou-
bling is congressional approval of the 
Obama administration’s request to 
weaken human rights restrictions for 
Iraqi and Syrian groups. This means 
that U.S. funds can go to groups that 
may be committing human rights 

violations so that they can fight the 
Islamic State and its human rights 
violations.

The Obama administration has 
said that its military actions are 
justified legally by the two “Au-
thorizations for the Use of Military 
Force” that were approved in 2001 
after the September 11 attacks and 
in 2002 to authorize the invasion of 
Iraq. Despite this claim, in November 
President Obama shifted his stance 
and announced he will seek a new 
authorization that is focused on fight-
ing the Islamic State. 

The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee narrowly approved 
legislation providing authorization to 
use military force against the Islamic 
State just before the Senate adjourned 
in December, but it was not consid-
ered in the full Senate or House. Simi-
lar legislation will likely be debated 
and come up for a vote in the new 
Congress. 

In October MCC U.S. sent a letter 
to President Obama urging the U.S. 

to refrain from further airstrikes, to 
seek political solutions to the crises  
in Iraq and Syria, to increase humani-
tarian contributions and to support 
local Iraqis working for peace. 

For any long-term political solu-
tion to be reached in Iraq or Syria, 
Iran and other regional actors will 
need to be fully engaged. Thus, the 
extension of talks between the U.S., 
Britain, France, Germany, China 
and Russia with Iran over its nuclear 
program is an encouraging sign, as it 
could signal willingness to find com-
mon ground.

In the fall our office hosted Debo-
rah and James Fine, who had recently 
returned from four years of work 
with MCC in northern Iraq. They 
met with congressional offices and 
administration agencies to share their 
experiences. More than one congres-
sional staffer commented on how 
unique it was to be able to hear from 
Americans with firsthand experience 
in the region. —Rachelle Lyndaker 
Schlabach

Marame, Ahlam and Amani watch as Layla takes her turn during a ball toss game at House of Hope 
and Light in Beirut, Lebanon. House of Hope and Light is an educational and social activities center 
for refugee girls affected by the Syrian crisis. 
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Children, whose names are withheld for security reasons, stand among tents at the U.N.-run Garmawa 
displaced persons camp in Nineveh Province, Iraqi Kurdistan. A truckload of food packages was dis-
tributed by an MCC partner organization to families in the camp. 

Ryan Rodrick Beiler/MCC
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Palestine and Israel

The year 2014 brought many 
challenges for advocates work-
ing for a just and sustainable 

peace in Palestine and Israel.

Settlement expansion and detentions: 
Throughout the year Israel continued 
its expansion of illegal settlements in 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 
In April, just after the breakdown 
of negotiations led by Secretary of 
State John Kerry, Israel moved for-
ward with plans to forcibly transfer 
Palestinian Bedouin communities 
from their homes in the E-1 area 
near Jerusalem—an area where the 
U.S. has long insisted Israel must not 
build. MCC helped organize a letter 
to Secretary Kerry to draw attention 
to these concerns.

Israel’s actions in the E-1 area, 
along with the annexation in August 
of nearly 1,000 acres near Bethlehem 
and the announcement in September 
of plans to build another 2,600 hous-
ing units in East Jerusalem all send 
a clear signal that Israel intends to 
continue expanding its control of the 
occupied Palestinian areas.

Individual acts of violence between 
Palestinians and Israelis have also 
escalated, with Israel responding by 
increasing detentions of Palestinians. 
Nearly 500 Palestinians are now in 
“administrative detention” without 
cause or trial. Another 6,600 Pales-
tinians are held in Israeli prisons.

Destruction in Gaza: Extreme violence 
broke out in Gaza over the sum-
mer between the Israeli military and 
Hamas and other Palestinian militant 
groups. More than 2,100 Palestinians 

died, 70 percent of them civilians, ac-
cording to the United Nations. MCC 
joined a letter sent by U.S. faith-based 
organizations to President Obama ex-
pressing dismay over the violence and 
urging Israel to cease their military 
actions immediately. 

During the conflict, news reports 
indicated that the U.S. had suspended 
the transfer of Hellfire missiles to 
Israel. Later news reports said that 
the “bureaucratic” issue had been 
resolved and that missile transfers 
had resumed. 

Advocacy efforts now are focused 
on lifting Israel’s blockade of Gaza, 
as well as the dire need for recon-
struction materials to get into Gaza.

U.S. legislation: As the year ended, 
the U.S. Congress passed the “U.S.-
Israel Strategic Partnership Act,” 
a bill that gives additional surplus 
military equipment to Israel. The bill 
had been held up over the admission 
of Israel into the visa waiver pro-
gram—a reciprocal program in which 
the two countries agree to allow one 
another’s citizens to enter without a 
visa. Because Israel regularly denies 
admission to U.S. citizens of Palestin-
ian descent, the compromise language 
stated that Israel will be admitted 
to the visa waiver program when it 
satisfies the program’s requirements.

Get involved: Our office continues to 
send out monthly alerts on Pales-
tine and Israel, usually every “Third 
Thursday” to our Middle East action 
alert list. If you do not receive these 
already, please sign up at washington.
mcc.org. For ongoing updates from 

the region, check out the MCC Pales-
tine blog at mccpalestine.wordpress 
.com.

Finally, another great way to get 
involved is to join the Mennonite Pal-
estine Israel Network (MennoPIN). 
The network, launched in 2013, is a 
grassroots effort within Mennonite 
Church USA, working for peace with 
justice in Palestine and Israel. Learn 
more and sign up to receive regular 
updates at mennopin.wordpress.com. 
—Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach

The an-Nada Towers were completely destroyed 
in fighting between Israel and Hamas. The tow-
ers are in Beit Hanoun, north Gaza, where MCC 
helped to provide blankets, mattresses and food 
parcels to displaced families.

From left, Milford and Carolyn Lyndaker, co-
pastors of Crest Hill Community Church in 
Wardensville, W.Va., and Rachelle Lyndaker 
Schlabach speak with McKenzie Clark, legis-
lative correspondent for Rep. Shelley Moore 
Capito (R-W.Va.). Milford and Carolyn Lyndaker 
participated in a Partners in Mission Work Group 
to Nazareth and Bethlehem in May 2014 spon-
sored by Virginia Mennonite Missions and came 
to Washington to share their experiences.
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Global food and hunger

Nearly one billion people in the 
world experienced or continued 
to experience chronic hunger 

this past year. The worst concentra-
tions of this hunger are in sub-Saha-
ran Africa and southeast Asia. 

In the past year, Congress took 
several steps to address this criti-
cal issue. In February 2014, several 
provisions were included in the farm 
bill to make international food aid 
programs more efficient. Congress 
authorized up to $80 million per year 
for purchases of food closer to coun-
tries in need and created a perma-
nent program for local and regional 
procurement of food.

The House passed the Global Food 
Security Act in December 10, but the 
bill did not make it to the Senate be-
fore Congress adjourned for the holi-
days. The bill may be re-introduced 
in the new Congress in 2015. The bill 
firmly establishes the Feed the Future 
program, which focuses on food 
security in key regions. A number of 
concerns have been raised about the 
accountability and effectiveness of the 
Feed the Future program, which will 
need to be addressed as the program 
is fully implemented. 

The Food for Peace Reform Act is 
another key bill that could potentially 

advance through Congress during the 
next session. This legislation would 
make much needed reforms to U.S. 
emergency food assistance and would 
be another step toward reducing hun-
ger worldwide should it advance into 
law in 2015. —Joshua Russell

MCC U.S. board advocates for 
food aid reforms

In June our office was privileged to host the 
MCC U.S. board in Washington, D.C. In addi-
tion to their regular board meeting, board 
members took time to hear more about our 

office’s advocacy work and to visit 
congressional offices. 

The board urged their members 
of Congress to increase funding to 
address extreme poverty, at a time 
when funding for foreign development 
assistance has been declining. The 
board also asked members of Con-
gress to reform U.S. international food 
assistance to make it more efficient 
and accessible to more people in need.

“Meeting on the Hill with congres-
sional staffers and presenting our 
concerns was like putting words into 
action,” observed one board member.

Pictured are members of the MCC 
U.S. board, staff and friends.
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Gnini Ayoro holds a cluster of peanut plants in Koti, Burkina Faso. An MCC partner organization works 
with Gnini’s family and others to increase food security. 

Agnes Chen/MCC
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Immigration

Immigration reform, executive 
action: A bipartisan immigration 
reform bill (S.744) passed the Sen-

ate in 2013. It had enough votes to 
pass in the House as well, but House 
leaders refused to bring it to the floor. 
House Republicans did not introduce 
a comprehensive immigration reform 
bill of their own.

Due to this congressional inac-
tion, President Obama took executive 
action in November to allow some 
undocumented immigrants to stay 
temporarily in the U.S. The larg-
est category of beneficiaries will be 
parents of U.S. citizens or permanent 
residents who have been in the U.S. 
for five years or longer (and who 
meet other requirements). The action 
also expanded the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program and 
a separate waiver program.

The program is expected to benefit 
less than half of the undocumented 
population. Left out will be parents 
of undocumented immigrants, those 
without children and many with 
minor criminal convictions.

Central American migration: In 
recent years, there has been a signifi-
cant increase in the number of immi-
grants leaving Honduras, El Salvador, 
and Guatemala and seeking refuge 
in other countries, including the U.S. 
The causes for this migration include 
violence (extortion, homicides, gang 
recruitment and domestic violence), 
lack of jobs, the pursuit of better 
education and medical services, and 
family reunification. 

In August, the House passed a bill 
that would have weakened protec-
tions for child migrants and increased 
border militarization. The bill did 
not pass in the Senate. Meanwhile, 
the Obama administration placed 
thousands of migrants—mostly 
mothers and their young children—in 
two new family detention centers and 
expedited their deportations, raising 
concerns that asylum seekers are be-
ing denied due process and being sent 

back into the dangerous situations 
from which they fled.

Office activities and new resources: 
Staff spoke at Weavers Mennonite 
Church in Harrisonburg, Virginia, 
Emmanuel Mennonite Church in 
Gainesville, Florida, and with various 
college groups. Staff co-led a work-
shop at the Urban Anabaptist Min-
istry Symposium in Philadelphia and 
moderated a panel on non-violent 
action at a regional conference in 
Florida. In October, MCC staff from 
various locations in the U.S. visited 
12 congressional offices to discuss 
Central American migration and 
other issues.

A collaboration with Mennonite 
Church USA created the new Sunday 
school series, “Radical Hospitality,” 
which features MCC staff in two of 
the six videos. Our staff continues to 
provide leadership to the Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition and collabo-
rates with partner organizations on 
letters, campaigns and webinars. 
New MCC resources include web 
pages on Central American migration 
and the president’s executive action 
and, with the broader coalition, a 
pastor’s toolkit and seven new policy 
briefs.

Looking ahead: Unfortunately, it 
is extremely unlikely Congress will 
pass an immigration reform bill in 
the next session, or any time soon. In 

2015 expect to see bills proposed to 
increase immigration enforcement, 
including border militarization.

The Obama administration will 
likely continue its expansion of fam-
ily detention. At the same time, the 
increased migration from Central 
America presents an opportunity to 
raise awareness about root causes—
which include U.S. trade policies, the 
U.S. war on drugs, and our histori-
cal military involvement in Central 
America. —Tammy Alexander

Faith leaders and immigrant rights advocates rallied for #Not1More deportation outside the White 
House on July 31, 2014.

MCC U.S. Washington Office immigration  
 resources
washingtonmemo.org/immig

Mennonite Church USA “Radical  
 Hospitality” Sunday school series
mennoniteusa.org/radicalhospitality

Start a documentation program in  
 your church
mcc.org/immigration-toolbox
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Environment

In 2014, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
released proposals to reduce carbon emissions from re-
fineries and existing power plants, known as the Clean 

Power Plan. The EPA also proposed tightened standards 
for ground-level ozone (smog) and clarifications to Clean 
Water Act protections for streams and wetlands. Most of 
these proposals will take effect in 2015.

Leading up to the annual United Nations climate con-
ference, held in Lima, Peru, China committed to reduce 
carbon emissions for the first time and President Obama 
pledged $3 billion to the Green Climate Fund. At the con-
ference in December, leaders agreed to a broad framework 
that will, once it is refined in the months leading up to the 
2015 climate talks in Paris, commit all countries to cut 
carbon emissions.

In September, several dozen Mennonites joined an 
estimated 400,000 people who walked in the People’s Cli-
mate March in New York City, a march designed to pres-
sure world leaders to take bold action in Lima. You can 
read about the experiences of several march participants 
in an article on the Third Way Café website, as well as 
two ‘personal reflections’ from marchers on the Washing-
ton Memo blog. Our office also opposed a supplemental 
bill in the House which would have waived several envi-
ronmental laws with 100 miles of the U.S.-Mexico border.

The new Congress is expected to debate various pieces 
of legislation designed to undermine the EPA propos-
als above, may block the appropriation of funds for the 
Green Climate Fund, and will likely propose additional 
border security measures undermining environmental 
laws. —Tammy Alexander

Several dozen Mennonites joined the estimated 400,000 people who 
walked in the People’s Climate March on September 21, 2014. 

Marlisa Yoder-Bontrager
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Your gift helps welcome newcomers to the U.S.

So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but  
you are citizens with the 
saints and also members 
of the household of God . . . 
(Ephesians 2:19)

For south Florida pastors such 
as Valentin Fontanez (left), 
of Brethren in Christ congre-
gation Centro de Adoración 
Refugio Eterno, immigration 
and documentation are issues 
that directly affect many 
members of their churches. 
MCC is a resource—offering 
consultations and some direct 
services and providing train-
ing and advice for churches 
and pastors.

$25  Equip churches
Help churches in South Florida 
respond to immigration issues 
in their communities.

$40 Consultation
Provide an immigration con-
sultation for some of the most 
vulnerable immigrants in 
California.

$350  Scholarship
Equip a person with training to 
offer immigration counseling.

Sign the Faith Climate 
Petition today!
Visit faithclimatepetition.org  
to learn more.
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Crime and justice

The United States has a mere 
five percent of the world’s total 
population, yet this country ac-

counts for 25 percent of the world’s 
prisoners. The U.S. has the highest 
incarceration rate in the world at 716 
per 100,000 people. 

Many are serving lengthy sentences 
for nonviolent crimes as a result of 
mandatory minimum penalties, usu-
ally for drug-related offenses. When 
the Anti-Drug Abuse Act was passed 
in 1986, the U.S. prison population 
stood at 300,000. Today, as a result 
of this law and others like it, more 
than 2.2 million people are in prison 
in the United States. 

Furthermore, the U.S. has mas-
sive racial disparities in its incarcer-
ated population. African-Americans 
account for only 15 percent of drug 
users in this country but make up a 
staggering 60 percent of drug arrests. 
African-Americans and Latinos com-
prise 58 percent of the total prison 
population in the United States today. 
There are many reasons for this dis-
parity, including racial profiling and 
the difference in sentencing between 
crack and powder cocaine. 

There has been some progress in 
reforming the broken criminal justice 
system in the U.S. The Fair Sentenc-
ing Act of 2010 reduced some of the 
disparities related to cocaine charges, 
but it is only a start. 

The Second Chance Reauthoriza-
tion Act, the Smarter Sentencing Act, 
and a bill to expunge some criminal 

records all progressed through their 
respective congressional committees 
in 2014. Advocates expect that they 
will be reintroduced in 2015 and 
there is hope they will be enacted into  
law, given that they enjoy bipartisan 
support.

Other criminal justice reform bills, 
including the Justice Safety Valve Act 
and the Youth Prison Reduction Act, 
stalled in committee during the last 
session of Congress. The Department 
of Justice has continued to encour-

age Congress to pass criminal justice 
reforms, with Attorney General Eric 
Holder advocating in support of sen-
tencing reforms to the U.S. Sentenc-
ing Commission. 

MCC U.S. continues to support 
gun safety measures that are critical 
for everyone’s safety. Several states 
such as Texas and California have 
been pursuing gun safety measures at 
the state level, but thus far there has 
been no action at the federal level. In 
2014 Congress did not consider legis-
lation related to gun violence despite 
advocacy efforts by a wide variety of 
groups from across the country. Our 
office will continue to push Congress 
to address the issue of gun violence in 
2015. —Joshua Russell

Rep. Raúl Labrador (R-Idaho), left, and Rep. Robert Scott (D-Va.), sponsors of the Smarter Sentencing 
Act, spoke at a briefing in support of the legislation in June. 

Ag
ne

s 
Ch

en
/M

CC

Ecumenical Advocacy Days to focus on mass incarceration

Come join us this spring! You and others from your congregation are 
encouraged to participate in Ecumenical Advocacy Days in Washing-
ton, D.C. from April 17–20. This year’s event will focus on “Breaking 
the chains: Mass incarceration and systems of exploitation.” The 
MCC U.S. Washington Office is a co-sponsor of the event and encour-
ages Mennonites to attend and make their voices heard on this criti-
cal issue. More information can be found at advocacydays.org.
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IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Senator ______________
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3121
senate.gov

Representative ______________
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 224-3121
house.gov

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111
president@whitehouse.gov

GET INVOLVED!

•	 Check	out	our	website	at	 
 washington.mcc.org. 
•	 Read	our	blog	at	washingtonmemo.org. 
•	 	Follow	us	on	Twitter at twitter.com/ 

mccwashington. Like us on Facebook  
at facebook.com/MCCWashingtonOffice. 

UPCOMING DATES

April 17–20

Ecumenical Advocacy Days
Breaking the chains: Mass incarceration  
and systems of exploitation
Washington, D.C.
advocacydays.org

How to be an advocate

Christian political advocacy is a 
powerful opportunity for us to 
engage decision makers from a 

faith-based perspective and to show 
love for our neighbors in a tangible 
way. 

Visiting a legislator’s office, either 
locally or in Washington, D.C., is the 
most effective way for a citizen to do 
advocacy. Meeting locally with your 
legislator works best during congres-
sional recesses. 

Here are some tips for making a 
congressional visit:
■■ Schedule your visit, preferably at 
least two weeks in advance, speci-
fying the issue you would like to 
discuss. Mention a preferred date, 
length of meeting, and the number 
of people coming. 
■■ Choose a specific issue to discuss 
and assign roles if you are visiting 
as a group.
■■ Prepare for the visit by researching 
information on your legislator’s 
co-sponsorship of bills and previ-
ous votes. The Washington Office 
is happy to help with this.
■■ Keep it short and simple. Keep your 
main message clear and concise, 
between three to five points. If 
possible, include personal stories. 
Listen well and feel free to ask 
them questions. 
■■ Leave materials. It is useful to bring 
supporting materials or position 
papers to leave with the person you 
meet. 
■■ Write a follow up letter thanking the 
legislator or staff member for the 
meeting. Reiterate your position. 

■■ Let us know how it went! 

Letters and e-mails are also excel-
lent means to educate and persuade 
your member of Congress. Emails are 
good ways to ensure timely delivery 
of your views while providing a writ-
ten record of your communication. 
■■ Keep it short and focus on one 
subject. 
■■ State your purpose and be clear what 
action you are asking the congress-
person to take. 
■■ Identify the bill or issue. It is helpful 
to summarize and include the bill 
number or legislation title when 
referring to a specific piece of 
legislation.
■■ Personalize your message. MCC of-
ten provides sample letters. Person-
alize them and use them to guide 
your own letter instead of copying 
them word-for-word. Be sure to 
identify yourself as a constituent 
and include personal stories and 
connections to your district. 
■■ Say “well done.” Be sure to thank 
your congressperson when they 
vote the right way or take a coura-
geous stand!

Use social media accounts to talk to 
your Members of Congress. Let them 
act as educational and motivational 
tools to affect the way Congress 
makes policy in relation to the issues 
you are concerned about. Here are a 
few ideas:
■■ Facebook: Monitor and contribute 
comments to your congressperson’s 
official Facebook page. Post things 
you find meaningful and helpful 
and tag your congressperson (i.e.  
@[name of congressperson]) to 
your posts. 
■■ Twitter: Use Twitter to share what 
you are doing with your Members 
of Congress by sending them a 
direct tweet or mentioning them 
in your tweet. Look up a specific 
hashtag for topics you are tweeting 
on by using tagdef.com. 

Thank you!

Many thanks to the following interns, who 
helped us out in 2014:

•	Andrew	Whitworth
•	Elizabeth	Lougheed
•	Seth	Stauffer
•	Lauren	Davis
•	Kaitlyn	Stump

An additional shout-out 
to Crystel Britto, who 
faithfully volunteers to 
post the print Memo 
online each time.
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