
Ideas for Worship: 
Notes on using this packet

The materials in this packet include several wor-
ship resources for the 2015 Days of Prayer and 
Action for Colombia (DOPA), including suggested 
music, prayers, litanies, and reflections. In your 
participation, please feel free to use any of the re-
sources that best fit into your congregation’s wor-
ship patterns. We encourage you to take photos 
of your activities to upload on Twitter and Face-
book, using #DOPA2015

This year DOPA will be from May 17-18, 2015 
and the theme is “Tomorrow’s peace starts to-
day” You can shape an entire service around this 
theme, or simply incorporate one or two resourc-
es into the service. If this year’s dates do not fit 
well with your congregation’s schedule, please 
feel free to use these resources another Sunday. 

Days of prayer and Action

Tomorrow’s peace starts today

2015

Whenever you observe this day, it is important to 
prepare your congregation by including facts, fig-
ures, and stories from Colombia in your bulletins 
during the weeks prior to the day.

To aid these specific preparations, this packet 
also contains a brief introduction identifying sev-
eral of the current major issues in Colombia and 
explaining why it is important to continue to keep 
our Colombian sisters and brothers in prayer.

Please let us know how or whether your congre-
gation participated in DOPA and what resources 
your congregation used and found particularly 
helpful. Your feedback will help shape the content 
of subsequent packets. Please direct your feed-
back to your faith leader or organization. We look 
forward to continuing this partnership in prayer!
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Introduction / Context

Prayers for sustainable 
and genuine peace for all 
Colombians 
This is the tenth year that churches in Colombia, 
the United States, and Canada, from different de-
nominations, traditions and organizations, have 
prayed and acted together for peace in Colombia 
during Days of Prayer and Action each spring. 
We continue to invite churches to focus two days 
each year on our sisters and brothers in Colom-
bia as they journey down a long road to peace.

Peace and justice are not 
static concepts and neither 
are the people of Colom-
bia. With one foot in front of 
the other, Colombians are 
already moving ahead and 
working of peace and jus-
tice throughout the coun-
try. We hope as you use 
this worship resource you 
will join with the churches, 
organizations and ordinary 
people in Colombia in their 
desire and action to move 
forward, for a peace not 
only for today, but also for 
tomorrow.

Romans 12:18 

If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 
with all.

Anna Vogt
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Introduction / context

In October of 2012, the Colombian government 
and the FARC initiated peace negotiations for 
the first time in 10 years. The FARC have been 
the largest and most active guerilla group in Co-
lombia since the 1960s, and continue to be sig-
nificant players in Colombia’s 50-year armed con-
flict. This conflict has changed significantly in the 
past half century, in terms of location, tactics, and 
social issues involved. Though many have tried, 
a sustainable and comprehensive peace agree-
ment has yet to be achieved.

In May of 2013, the first agreement was an-
nounced from the negotiating table in Havana- 
land and agrarian reform. In the fall of 2013 came 
another agreement on the point of political par-
ticipation, followed by the agreement on drug 
trafficking and illicit crops. Talks and negotiations 
continue, looking at the issues of victims of the 
conflict and reparation, and finally a peace accord 
to bring a final end to the conflict. Currently, the 
parties are discussing a bilateral ceasefire and 
victims’ rights.

The cessation of hostilities will not be completed 
through the dialogues between the Colombian 

government and the FARC in Havana; it will be 
important to nail down a dialogue process be-
tween the government and the ELN (the second 
most important guerrilla group in the country). 
Although President Santos confirmed that this 
armed group has been approached, to this date 
any progress towards dialogue is unknown. 

On the other hand, it is important that the Colom-
bian government pay attention to the paramilitary 
groups post-demobilization, because with the 
implementation of the Law of Victims and Land 
Restitution threats and harassment of leaders and 
communities reclaiming their lands will increase, 
mostly caused by these groups. 

Colombia is still categorized as the only country 
in the Americas where there is currently a war in 
progress (Project Ploughshares, 2014). There is 
optimism that these talks may lead to the legal 
cessation of armed conflict. But at the same time, 
can such a peace exist at the civil society and 
community levels? Can what has happened at the 
table in Havana become a reality for all Colombi-
ans? How can peace be built, not only for today, 
but also for tomorrow?

Some Realities from the Ground
2014 has been described as the worst year in recent memory for threats against human 
rights defenders. Hundreds of leaders from various organizations, including churches, 
working for peace across the country have received death threats from criminal and 
neo-paramilitary groups containing death threats. 

There is also concern about increasing violence from gangs and organized crime, espe-
cially moving into a post-conflict scenario. Areas such as the Pacific Coast are experi-
encing significant social upheaval as illegal armed groups are enforcing control over large 
tracts of land for the drug trade. As a result, the aerial fumigations continue, often destroy-
ing legal food crops and the livelihood of farmers caught in the midst of conflict. In addi-
tion, new government agreements with multi-national mining companies have disrupted  
the traditional family mining practices of most of the Chocó households which are 
heavily dependent on these small mining practices for their livelihoods. There are wor-

Working to Resolve Armed Conflict
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Introduction / context

Land Restitution and 
Reparations
A major topic on the national agenda is the is-
sue of reparations and land restitution. Presi-
dent Santos, reelected in June of 2014, prom-
ised to address the problems of displacement 
and land. The Colombian Congress passed a 
land restitution law in 2011 to help some of the 
millions of people who have been displaced 
during the decades of armed conflict. This 
has potential to be a restorative step; how-
ever there are many challenges as this pro-
cess tentatively begins. Since implementation 
began in 2012, there have been threats and 
killings of people who attempt to reclaim their 
land, and often the conditions are not there 
for people to take up farming again, such as 
infrastructure, credit, and technical support. 

Competing Economic 
Development Approaches
Claiming that the country is now stable, the Co-
lombian government is actively encouraging for-
eign investment and large-scale economic proj-
ects such as mining and palm oil production, 
which often benefit a small group of national and 
international businesses, at the expense of the en-
vironment and meeting basic human needs (PBI 
Colombia, 2011). These policies have included a 
number of Free Trade Agreements, including with 
the United States. Many Colombians believe that 
government economic policy should rather focus 
on restoring family farming for food production 
and other forms of local, sustainable economic 
development. These are policies that must be put 
in place with any peace deal, which will ensure 
peace in coming years.

ries about a shifting in urban violence, already been seen in the city of Buenaventura, during a post-conflict 
period that will mirror epic levels of violence in Central American nations, such as Honduras.

The underlying issues of inequality and poverty that caused this war in the first place have still not been 
resolved. Colombia continues to have one of the highest levels of income inequality in Latin America and 
the world (World Bank 2010). In fact, the gap between the haves and have-nots is increasing. In 1984, 4per 
cent of landowners possessed 31 per cent of the land, and now these same 4 per cent of landowners pos-
sess 70 per cent of the land (World Bank 2010).

Anna Vogt
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Introduction / context
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Victims of Armed 
Conflict
According to official reports, 
the number of victims due to 
armed conflict has surpassed 
seven million. Non-govern-
ment reports put the numbers 
even higher, especially in terms 
of internally displaced persons. 
More than 100,000 people 
were victimized in 2014 alone. 

Colombia remains to be one of 
the countries in the world with 
the most internally displaced 
persons, according to the UN 
(UNHCR 2012). There are an 
estimated 5.9 million displaced 
persons, about 12 per cent 
of the total population of Co-
lombia (CODHES 2014) and 
around 87% of victims are dis-
placed. A disproportional num-
ber of victims are Afro-Colom-
bians and Indigenous peoples, 
as most active conflict takes 
place in their territories, the 
majority on the Pacific Coast. 
Around 400,000 refugees are 
currently living outside of the 
country.  

Each year, around 280,000 
people are displaced from their 
homes, mostly in rural commu-
nities threatened by guerrilla 
or paramilitary groups (COD-
HES 2014). The process of 
either returning to their former 
communities or establishing 
themselves in new places will 
require time, resources, and 
international and national sup-
port in a post-conflict scenario.

What will Colombia look like in a 
Post-Conflict Scenario?
Progress in being made at the negotiating table, but peace needs 
to exist on the ground for real change to come to all Colombi-
ans. There are many signs of hope- Colombian organizations and 
churches praying and working tirelessly, with community proj-
ects, children’s education, alternative sustainable development 
and trauma healing. 

Many countries and situations around the world need our prayers 
and action, but on this day we ask you to join with our sisters and 
brothers in Colombia to dedicate your prayers, thoughts, and ac-
tions to this situation, so that soon, all Colombians may experi-
ence God’s shalom.

We join with the call of the churches in Colombia: “The way of 
peace is through dialogue and political negotiation. It is not an 
easy path to take, but it is possible. We believe the peace is the 
fruit of justice and of respect for human dignity. As the gospel 
tells us in Romans 14:19, “Let us therefore make every effort to 
do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. We therefore 
demand clear political will for peace from both parties.”
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Songs and Prayers

1. A collective prayer for everyone 

If in the end we are granted all that we long for 
with regards to the wellbeing of our families 
and communities for which we fight, 

May we use our lips to spread the spiritual, 
moral, social, economic and political growth 
that our great family throughout the world 
needs. 

We give thanks to the Spirit for the opportunity 
to act as a single body to reach this goal. 

Amen.

Daira Elsa Quiñones, Bogotá

Let us make every day a marvelous one: 

A day full of love and peace 

Because we are a family 

All of us, men and women, have everything 
that we need; no one and nothing can harm us 

We are strengthened by the Spirit and by our 
ancestors 

We are sheathed in God’s armor, and receive 
blessings every day 

We pray today for peace with justice and for 
our children and relatives, for our friends, for 
all of our brothers and sisters across the world 
who fight for justice, and for ourselves 

Anna Vogt
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2. Our Father 

Based on Our Father of Guatemala, by Julia Esquivel

And forgive us, Lord,
for not knowing how to share the bread that you 
have given us.
As we forgive those,
who have taken from us your bread which is ours.

And lead us not into temptation, 
lead us not into the temptation of believing that 
all is lost,
that we can do nothing.
Lead us not into the temptation of giving up,
of believing that we can do it all alone.

But deliver us from evil,
from antipersonnel mines that kill our people
and destroy our livelihood,
from the threatening forces working in the dark
that seek to destroy our way of life,
from the division manifested among us
as a result of fear and hopelessness
weakening our unity.

For yours is the kingdom,
Yours is the power,
And yours is the glory.
Amen.

Our Father,
Who is in heaven,
Who is in the assemblies of the peasants,
in the struggles of men and women seeking  
their rights,
fighting for their families and land!

Your name is hallowed,
Because people still have hope,
because they can still eat beans, cassava,  
rice and corn,
all of these fruits of the labor of their hands
and of their relationship with the land.
You are holy because despite the difficulties,
they still struggle, with hope.

Let your kingdom come,
Because when your kingdom comes,
there is safety for everyone,
and there is no fear of walking on your earth.
There is respect for autonomy, recognized 
everywhere.
That the land is cultivated for the purpose for life,
and never ever for the purpose of war and death.

Let your will be done, Lord,
That there is freedom for all,
that the yoke that oppresses the community  
be broken,
Your will is the proclamation of the Gospel  
to the poor,
comfort for the afflicted, for all those  
who have suffered
war, landmines and injustice.
Give us this day our daily bread,
our bread that is being able to walk in the field
without a landmine killing us.
The bread of medical care
and education for our people.
The bread of living in peace and tranquility,
without the threats and fear that afflict us  
and prevent
the welfare of our community.

Songs and prayers

Anna Vogt
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You, God of the poor and oppressed 
God of those without roof and without land, 
Rescue us, Lord.

Lord, you who suffer with those who cry and 
Those who are displaced, 
With those who have to leave their homes. 
Rescue us, Lord.

You who see the heart of the corrupt and the assassin, 
The heart of those in the midst of war and confrontations,
Rescue us, Lord.

Rescue your people, Lord.
Don’t forget about our pain.
Look at us, surrounded by disappointment.
We need your understanding and you Love.
Amen.

Adaia Bernal 

Prayer: 
Grant us peace that will
BREAK our silence in the midst of violence
then prophetic voices shall resonate
Grant us peace that will
PULL US DOWN from the steeple of our pride
then we’ll learn to wash each other’s feet
Grant us peace that will
EMPTY us of hate and intolerance
then we’ll turn guns into guitars and sing
Grant us peace that will
SHUT our mouths up when we speak too much
then we’ll learn to listen and understand what others 
are saying
Grant us peace that will
DISTURB us in our apathy
then we’ll dance together under the sun
Grant us peace that will
BURN our lethargic hearts
then we’ll endure burning and let love and justice glow

(Prayer for Peace. Philippines)

3.

4.

Songs and prayers

Romans 15:13 

May the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so 
that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you 
may abound in hope.

Anna Vogt
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Psalm 151
Lord, I was lonely, a victim of my 
adversaries, feeling the absence of 
fraternal warmth that had been my 
blanket,

I was alone and desperate, yet in 
the midst of my sadness and deso-
lation I found you. You have been 
my support, the staff of my steps.

You have taken my heart in your 
hands because if seventy times I 
fall, seventy times you lift me up.

You fill my soul with strength in the 
midst of my suffering. You have al-
ways been there showing your love 
and unconditional support.

Today I thank you because wonder-
ful and marvelous are your works. 

Amén.

Mennonite Church of Rincón del Lago, 
Soacha, Colombia.

God, Father and Mother of life. 
Source of justice, of peace and of mercy. 

We are women and men who have felt your presence, your 
love, and your mercy in our lives and in our communities.

We ask that you hear our plea for Colombia and on behalf 
of all the victims: trampled, wounded, assassinated, dis-
placed. Accept our prayer for the meek, the impoverished, 
the excluded, and the disappeared because of the social 
and armed conflict. 

We seek you for all those impacted by the enduring, pain-
ful, and dehumanizing conflict; the violence that has shown 
no mercy for the campesinos, for Indigenous and Afro-Co-
lombian communities, for workers, and for the inhabitants 
of the poor neighborhoods within all of our cities. 

We ask you to disarm our minds, our hearts, and our arms 
of neoliberal ambition, of the pride of the powerful, and of 
the arrogance of both illegal and legal armed groups. To-
day, as we see a light of hope within current peace talks, 
we pray that you would inspire all of the protagonists of 
this conflict to agree to a bilateral ceasefire. 

We pray that you would convert us into builders of jus-
tice, peace, forgiveness, reconciliation and of mercy as we 
construct dignified lives. 

Bath us with the light of your love so that we will behave 
like brothers and sisters with everyone we meet in this 
journey of life. 

Illuminate us towards the construction of a just economic 
model that meets the needs of Colombians, where grati-
tude is bread and life.

We pray that Colombia will follow the paths of your King-
dom: of justice, peace and love as we grow into the gifts 
you offer us; that we will develop all of the qualities and 
richness you have placed within our reach, to arrive at an 
abundant life, here and now, as we continue to walk with 
joy towards wholeness. 

Amen.

Pastor Fernando San Miguel, Presbyterian Church of Colombia

5.

6.

Songs and prayers

Psalm 29:11 

May the Lord give strength to 
his people! May the Lord bless 
his people with peace!
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Prayer for Chocó
The Mennonite Brethren have been present in 
the Chocó department of Colombia for more 
than 65 years, preaching a holistic message 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The Chocó has 
been seriously affected by the armed conflict, 
drug trafficking, mining and by characteristi-
cally bad government, causing serious social 
problems for Chocoano communities: mas-
sive displacement of whole communities, an 
increase in prostitution and rapes of young 
people, an alarming rise in HIV/AIDS rates, 
decreasing agricultural production within the 
region, irreparable ecological damage, human 
rights violations, targeted assassinations with-
in a context of legal impunity, and loss of com-
munity identity and empathy for others. We are 
also witnessing rising truancy in schools as 
minors join illegal armed groups and become 
engaged in other related illicit activities. 

This is our prayer for Chocó, one we hope you 
will join us in praying with your own communi-
ties during these Days of Prayer and Action. 

The following can be read as a reader’s theater 
by four readers, or can be read before the con-
gregation by one reader.

1: As the church in this context 
2: we feel a great responsibility 
All: to make peace possible in the Chocó, 
3: peace emerging out of the lived experience 
1: of the transforming gospel of Jesus Christ. 
3: Jesus said to his disciples, 
All: You are the salt of the earth, 
4: but if the salt loses its saltiness, 
3: how can it be made salty again? 
4: It is no longer good for anything, 
3: except to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot. 
All: You are the light of the world, 
1: A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 
 (Matt. 5:13-14) 
2: Jesus’ words call the church 
3: to be 
All: a prophetic voice, 
2: to denounce evil 
3: and to undertake actions 
4: of spiritual and social transformation, 
1: actions grounded in God’s restorative 
justice. 
2: From this framework 
1: we invite the whole Christian community 
All: to join together 
3 and 1: in prayer 
4 and 2: and fasting 
1: on behalf of all Chocoano men and women 
2: and of the Mennonite Brethren Church in 
the Chocó. 
1: It is our wish 
All: our dream 
3: to see the Chocó become a territory of 
peace 
2: understanding peace not as merely the 
absence of conflict 
4: but that all would be able to enjoy their 
human rights 
1: in fullness 
All: and in freedom 
2: and that the church in this context 
1 and 4: would give glory to God.

Pastor José Rutilio Rivas Domíngues / Elizabeth Miller

7.

Songs and prayers

Anna Vogt
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Besides our shelters in Marialabaja, we sat down,
And cried, remembering Mampuján.

And we hung our instruments on the oaks in the middle of town. 

Those who had displaced us asked us
To sing our songs and not to mourn.
And those who had created our sadness asked for joy, saying:
Sing us some of your songs from Mampuján.

How can we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?
If I forget you, oh Mampuján, let my right hand wither.

My tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth,
If I do not remember you, if I do not exalt Mampuján,
As my chief joy.

“The king asked the woman about it, and she told him. Then he 
assigned an official to her case and said to him, “Give back ev-
erything that belonged to her, including all the income from her 
land from the day she left the country until now.”

Paraphrase of Psalms 137, Juana Alicia Ruiz Hernandez , Mampuján 
2 Kings 8:6-

8.

Songs and prayers

Isaiah 54:10 

For the mountains 
may depart and the 
hills be removed, but 
my steadfast love 
shall not depart from 
you, and my cov-
enant of peace shall 
not be removed,” says 
the Lord, who has 
compassion on you.

Anna Vogt
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Activities and Reflections

1. Shalom Banners
For the coastal community of Mampuján, displaced by a paramilitary group in 2000, quilting has 
become a way of recovering their past in order to weave a better future. While the project was first 
started as a way of trauma healing, by gathering together as women and talking about the pain 
they had suffered during their displacement, it quickly grew to encompass the entire community, 
past and present.  

As the women talked, they decided to sew the entire history of their Afro-Colombian community, 
from life in Africa, to slavery, to agriculture, in a series of tapestries. For Juana Alicia Ruiz, the proj-
ect leader, the decision and subsequent learning about their history, was transformational:  “We 
learnt that violence is cyclical. We, in the present, were not the only ones that had been victims. 
Rather, our ancestors had arrived in Colombia as victims of this violence, and their own displace-
ment from Africa. So we started to tell all of this story, because by telling it, we could work to stop 
the cycle of violence.” 

For Mampuján, moving from individual healing to collective recovery and advocating for their 
rights have become important steps in changing cycles of violence and creating a better future 
for their communities. We invite you to participate, along with Mampuján, in the life giving work of 
weaving stories and expressing hope, for a peace that starts today.

Anna Vogt
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Activities and Reflections

How to make a Shalom 
Banner for Colombia:

Idea/Goal: Construct a Peace 
Banner linking together a series 
of small flags in many different 
colors, each decorated with the 
image of a sun, and interspersed 
with letters spelling out “Shalom.”

The idea of the Shalom Banner 
relates to using fabric (or paper, 
if preferred) to create a collective 
statement for peace. The fabric 
and yarn calls back to the wom-
en’s quilting memory project in Mampuján, and the symbol of the sun evokes the idea of creating tomor-
row’s peace by taking action today. The sun images interspersed with the letters spelling out “SHALOM” 
symbolize the march of daily work for peace in Colombia, and the creation of this banner symbolizes the 
solidarity of many people of faith working together towards that goal.

1. Invite friends, family, classmates, or anyone 
from your community to a gathering at your 
house, school, church, or local coffee shop. 

2. Prepare your materials: scissors, pens, paste, 
construction or recycled paper cut into rect-
angles (approximately 8.5”x5.5”), bright-col-
ored yarn, acrylic paint in assorted colors, 
small paint brushes, and a camera to docu-
ment your process! NOTE: If you prefer, you 
can use light-weight cloth instead of paper.

3. Start your gathering by explaining why you 
are making these banners. Share informa-
tion from the context section. Ask people to 
discuss what they saw/ read and to evaluate 
the role that the United States plays in the 
ongoing Colombian conflict. 

4. Set a goal for how many pieces of the ban-
ner your group will make, and then distribute 
the rectangles of paper or cloth.  

5. Make your peace flags! Assign several peo-
ple to make flags that spell out the word 
“SHALOM.” Direct everyone else to create 
an image of a shining sun on their flags us-

ing yarn, paper cut-outs, or acrylic paints. 
Be as creative as you like with the materi-
als and colors. You can write messages of 
peace on or around the sun on your flag, or 
on the back.

6. When everyone is finished, punch holes in 
the paper flags to string them onto a long 
piece of yarn side by side, interspersing 
the sun images with the letters spelling out 
“SHALOM.” 

7. Take photos of the map-making process 
and your finished project with all the partici-
pants. 

8. Post your pictures to our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/DoPAColombia where 
our Colombian partners will be able to see 
your work in solidarity with them. Share on 
Twitter using #DOPA2015  #peace4Colombia

9. Write letters to your Congressional Repre-
sentatives supporting an inclusive peace in 
Colombia. 

10. Display your artwork in your community
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What is Your History?

Activities and Reflections

To watch the video of this poem: 

http://www.ecapcolombia.org/2014/06/cual-es-tu-historia/#.VONtefmG-So

1
Where are you coming from, my brother?

Who took away your land and sent the police after you?

Hasn’t the pain left a wound,

Or have you left your soul on your land?

2
Isn’t it enough to be a repressed woman

who has dedicated herself to harvesting pain?

You are a victim of killer bullets,

shots from the thugs of this terrible oligarchy.

2.

Isaiah 55:12 

“For you shall go out in 
joy and be led forth in 
peace; the mountains and 
the hills before you shall 
break forth into singing, 
and all the trees of the field 
shall clap their hands.

Anna Vogt
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3
Farmers from faraway lands, to what have you dedicated your 
life?

To be a victim of the company that has ruined your life?

There is no solace in your gaze, today your life is over

because you’ve been condemned to begging.

4
An Afro-Colombian from repressed lands

your life has been marked with constant disgraces.

They killed your family for catching fish

saying that they only wanted to better your life.

5
Today our indigenous peoples walk with their heads held high,

because they demanded respect for their reserves and their 
lives.

They are the possessors of all the wisdom

but have been killed because they will not support the lies.

6
Where are you coming from my brother

And how can I cure you?

If the pain is so much

which today destroys your life,

let me harvest

all of this lived experience

to speak to the people

who are still asleep

Activities and Reflections

7
Peace is impossible,

and let no president tell you 
otherwise

while there are still assassinations

of blacks, inigenous, and farmers.

8
Watching Colombia wash over

with rivers of vivid blood,

we are so tired of this

in my beloved country.

9
The blood that is now being spilled

is that of women, men, and children

who fought with respect

for what is just and what is worthy.

10
They demanded with care

the land on which they’ve lived.

And they do not wish for their 
children

cement, smoke, and cold.

11
That’s why, my brother

I invite you to vote

remembering always your territory 
and your children

without forgetting of course any of 
our faraway brothers

who, like many in Colombia, are 
without a place to call home.

Jhon Henry Camargo is from Bogota and 
works with Christian Peacemaker Teams 

1 Thessalonians 5:15 

See that no one repays anyone evil 
for evil, but always seek to do good 
to one another and to everyone.
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Biking and Advocacy
I am glad my friend introduced to me to one of Cali’s best craftsmen. In just a couple of hours, I 
witnessed him, carefully selecting pieces of dismembered scrap bicycle parts. It seems as though 
he was assembling a jigsaw puzzle as he double checked every piece.  Finally from his personal 3 
metre scrap pile, he assembled an entire rainbow bicycle in the form of an artistic fusion of old and 
newish parts. Unfortunately, I had to come back the next morning to pick up the master piece, as 
he insisted that he had to “clothe it,” which meant spray painting the bicycle.

Since then bike riding is my most fruitful hobby. I get to reflect a lot whilst I’m cycling. Recently 
I realised that my bicycle resembles my neighbourhood. Aguablanca has a rare beauty, a mix of 
different infrastructures, some neighbourhoods have new buildings and paved streets, some have 
old abandoned flats with dusty roads, some sites are always under construction, and there are a 
lot of illegal neighbourhoods (these are areas that have massive squatter camps were homeless 
people camp in overnight). Above all, the cultural diversity, music and smiles spray paint away all 
the scrap and underlying problems.

To me the social injustice is apparent as the inconsistency of living standards is clearly visible. Just 
a few blocks away from my neighbourhood is a squatter camp, which is full of homeless people. 
They spend the day dodging the police, going through the trash for recyclable materials to earn 
themselves a living, whilst some dine on drug concoctions. This is the scenario that has been a 

3.

Activities and Reflections

Anna Vogt
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Advocacy:

 A ddresses issues of injustice

 D esigns strategies to alter systems

 V alues vulnerable people as agents of change

 O ffers expertise to implement objectives

 C onvinces power structures to alter policies

 A ccesses like-minded people to join the cause

 C hanges policies, practices and perceptions

 Y earns for justice that leads to sustainability

Godwill Muzarabani works with Mennonite Central Com-
mittee partner EduPaz in the city of Cali. He is from Zimbabwe. 

Activities and Reflections

huge challenge to me. What is supposed to be my stance as a Christian? How do we serve in an environ-
ment with so many social indifferences? I feel as though there is little I can do.

I imagined scores of displaced people, drug addicts, and victims of the system, questioning Jesus. He 
would be their advocate and he would directly confront the authorities with wit and sincerity. Jesus did 
far much more than advocacy, he touched a man that he knew would be illegal to touch (Matthew 8:1-3). 
Jesus even reached out to the gentiles at that time these were the untouchables and by society believed 
to be unclean (John 4). He advocated for the poor (Mathew 25:31-46). Though it seems like an impossible 
task I think it is our social responsibility, these are type of steps we should take.

In Zimbabwe we have a popular phrase  “Umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu,”  the direct translation would 
be  “A person’s humanity is the peoples,”  this phrase is used to explain our role as individuals in our 
societies. This means that we should not give a cold shoulder to any injustice or problems that we see in 
our communities. Christian service does not end in within the Sunday service, neither is it for members 
only; hence advocacy is a form of service which Christians could adopt. The Acronym below is quoted 
from Dr. James E. Read’s[i] book “Jesus Justice.” It illustrates a form in which Christians could advocate. 
Though I still struggle with the reality of my community I still keep my hope in Jesus Christ the prince of 
peace.

Isaiah 54:10 

For the mountains may 
depart and the hills be re-
moved, but my steadfast 
love shall not depart from 
you, and my covenant 
of peace shall not be re-
moved,” says the Lord, who 
has compassion on you.

Romans 14:19 

So then let us pursue what 
makes for peace and for 
mutual upbuilding.
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Letter from Jorge
Those who advocate for peace face numerous obstacles. 
Jorge Montes, a community leader from El Carmen, was 
arrested in September of 2013 on false charges of be-
longing to Colombia’s largest guerilla group, the FARC.  
He is only one of the many human rights defenders who 
have places life and liberty on the line in the struggle for 
peace in Colombia. 

From his maximum security prison, where he spent the 
first month sleeping on the cement floor, community 
leader Jorge Montes, falsely accused of guerrilla connec-
tions because of his community organizing work, writes,

“I have to tell you that I have the joy of inner peace, be-
cause I have no remorse in my conscience, since I have 
never been a part of any armed group, and I will never be, 
since my weapons are the Colombian laws that allow me 
to struggle for the well-being of the most marginalized.

4.

Activities and Reflections

Psalm 9:10 

And those who know 
your name put their 
trust in you, for you, 
O Lord, have not for-
saken those who seek 
you.

Anna Vogt
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These terrible and inhuman events have filled me:

1. With tolerance:   Because I do not hate and will not 
hate my oppressors: vengeance is of God, and God 
will pay each of us according to our deeds.

2. With patience:  Because I have learned to have pa-
tience and manage my despair.

3. With faith:  Because I have complete confidence that I 
walk free and with my head held high.

4. With love:  Because I have no thirst for vengeance.

5. With inner peace:   I think this is the most important, 
because my conscience does not accuse me and I am 
convinced that I have never participated and never will 
in acts that will cause me to repent and much less any 
that will affect those around me.

Activities and Reflections

There are many positive values and 
principles that accompany me, and 
fill me with optimism.  My innocence 
tells me that I cannot worry, and 
that it is necessary that these things 
pass.

From my place of confinement I send 
greetings and the greatest gratitude 
to all those who have accompanied 
me, have supported me, and above 
all, believe in me.

I ask God for a special blessing for 
my oppressors and that they and 
their families prosper, that blessings 
be their daily companions.

I will not faint because he who perseveres, reaches the goal.  I say goodbye with this blessing:  Blessed are 
those who are condemned unjustly.

I send a hug of solidarity and I invite you to continue struggling to defend our rights, which is hard but not 
impossible.

To triumph is my objective, and if I triumph, we all triumph, because I am with you, as you are with me.  If 
God is with us, then who is against us?  

Lamentations 3:22-23 

The steadfast love of the 
LORD never ceases;  his 
mercies never come to an 
end; they are new   every 
morning; great is your 
faithfulness.

Anna Vogt
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Life in Quito
While there are an overwhelming number of inter-
nally displaced people living throughout Colombia, 
conflict and insecurity has forced many to leave 
the country entirely. This is the story of one family, 
whom we will call the Lopez Family. 

The Lopez family of 14 fled Colombia in Septem-
ber. They lived in Tuluá, where they ran a fam-
ily business of collecting and recycling metals. A 
paramilitary group demanded that the family pay 
vacunas (vaccines, a common name for extortions) 
every day. When the family refused to pay, mem-
bers of the group returned the next day, armed and 
threatening the lives of the family. The family fled to 
a nearby town, but two months later, the paramili-
taries found them and continued to threaten them. 

In August, Grandfather Lopez suffered a heart at-
tack induced by the constant stress and fear of 
the threats. It is not uncommon to hear stories 
of older family members suffering and dying of 
heart attacks due to the terror of threats or from 
the heartbreak of losing family members to vio-
lence—though they were not killed by bullets, they 
are victims nonetheless of the terror of the armed 
conflict.   Fearing for their lives, the entire family 
decided to seek safety in Quito. 

When they first arrived in the city, the Lopez fam-
ily was distressed and traumatized by what hap-
pened to them in Colombia and very concerned 
about how they would manage to live and support 
themselves in Quito.  They shared multiple exam-
ples of facing discrimination in Quito, a common 
story for many refugees, which only added to their 
distress and worries about integrating into Ecua-
dorian society.

The Lopez family, was fortunate, however, to 
connect with a local Mennonite church in Qui-
to, that works with Colombians who have fled 
their country. The grandmother, mourning the 
recent death of her husband, welcomed the in-
vitation to receive psychological support from 
the psychologist on the team of coordinators. 
The program also provided the family with a 
small business grant, along with helping them 
develop a plan for their idea of selling tamales. 
Within the first day, they sold $200 worth of ta-
males, enough to pay their rent for the month.  

Two of the men in the family managed to find 
regular, full time employment, which led the 
family to decide to sell tamales on the week-
ends as opposed to daily when no one in the 
family had a regular job and use the money 
to cover rent.  This particular family stands as 
a success story and underscores the impor-
tance of accompaniment. 

There are countless families, however, that 
never receive accompaniment or support, liv-
ing in poverty and fear in a strange land, far 
from the familiar. Today is a chance to advo-
cate for peace for them as well.

Matthew 5:9 

“Blessed are the peacemak-
ers, for they shall be called 
sons of God.


