
A Plan for 

Central America

Congress must be reminded of the flaws of Plan

Colombia before making the same mistakes twice.

This “other Colombia” is an inconvenient truth
that must be dealt with in Colombia, and it must
be part of the discussion about modeling Plan
Central America after Plan Colombia.

On January 29 in The New York Times, Vice President Joe Biden referred to 

Colombia as a “nation transformed” as a result of Plan Colombia. He urged 
Congress to approve a similar plan for all of Central America. 

Human Rights & Humanitarian Law Violations against 

members of Protestant churches* from 2003-2012

*An estimated 15% of the total population. 
Total numbers for the country of Colombia are exponentially higher.

A Statement from the Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Human Rights annual report:

The most economically developed parts of Colombia, best represented
by prosperous areas of Bogota and other major cities, are vibrant and

an economic and cultural reference in the continent. Other realities

are dominant in much of rural Colombia, marginalized urban areas,
ethnic communities, remote mining outposts and areas affected by

armed conflict and crime. This “other Colombia” suffers most from
violence, displacement, unequal access to health care, education,

water, security, justice and other services. It is still grounded on the

discourses of armed conflict and socioeconomic exclusion.
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Unintended Consequences of Plan Colombia 

4 million 
internally 

displaced from 
their homes 

due to 
violence

More than 
400,000 fled as 

refugees to 
surrounding 

countries as war 
escalated 

The military tactics and widespread deployment of the military used in 

Colombia does not provide an appropriate model for Central American 
countries that face crime and violence but are not in a state of war.

Militaristic strategies are not the answer…

If Colombia were contiguous to the United States, hundreds of thousands 
of Colombians would have sought refuge in the U.S.  As a strategy to deter 

refugee flows, this is not a model.

*Information and statistics from Prophetic Call Report No. 9, “Colombian 
Protestant Churches Document Their Suffering and Hope” released Sept. 
2014 by Justapaz and CEDECOL, ministries of the Colombian Mennonite 
Churches and partner organizations of Mennonite Central Committee
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