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16 March 2017 

 

The Honorable Michael Enzi   The Honorable Bernard Sanders 

Chairman     Ranking Member 

Committee on the Budget   Committee on the Budget 

U.S. Senate     U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510   Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Diane Black   The Honorable John Yarmuth 

Chairman     Ranking Member 

Committee on the Budget   Committee on the Budget  

U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515   Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

Dear Senators Enzi and Sanders and Representatives Black and Yarmuth: 

 

I write to you on behalf of Mennonite Central Committee U.S. MCC is a global, nonprofit organization that 

strives to share God’s love and compassion for all through relief, development and peace. 

I urge you to protect international lifesaving humanitarian assistance, peace-building, and poverty-focused 

health and development programs in the Function 150 account by funding it at no less than $60 billion in the 

FY2018 budget resolution. The International Affairs Budget comprises just 1 percent of the total federal budget 

but serves a vital role in addressing global poverty and reducing the potential of violence, political upheaval and 

terrorism around the world.  

Humanitarian and development programs alleviate extreme poverty and save lives. Through U.S. efforts 

to combat poverty and disease around the globe, we have made incredible strides in the last two decades to help 

people improve their lives and create a more stable, prosperous, and peaceful world. Since 2008 USAID programs 

have saved the lives of 4.6 million children and 200,000 mothers by scaling up proven health interventions. Over 

the past two decades the number of chronically hungry people in the world has nearly been cut in half. 

Given the strong practical and moral arguments for investing in our international development, 

humanitarian, and multilateral programs, the Budget Committee is uniquely positioned to protect U.S. leadership 

in this area and ensure the resources necessary to respond to global challenges.   

As you prepare the FY2018 budget we urge you to support the lifesaving humanitarian assistance, 

peacebuilding, and poverty-focused development programs in the Function 150 accounts by funding them at no 

less than $60 billion. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

J Ron Byler 

Executive Director 

 

cc: OMB Director Mick Mulvaney 


