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16 March 2017 

 

The Honorable Thad Cochran  The Honorable Patrick Leahy  

Chairman     Ranking Member 

Appropriations Committee   Appropriations Committee 

U.S. Senate     U.S. Senate 

Washington, DC 20510   Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Lindsey Graham 

Chairman 

State-Foreign Operations Subcommittee 

U.S. Senate  

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Chairman Cochran, Ranking Member Leahy, and Chairman Graham: 

 

I write to you on behalf of Mennonite Central Committee U.S. MCC is a global, nonprofit 

organization that strives to share God’s love and compassion for all through relief, development and 

peace. 

As your committee finalizes FY18 302(b) allocations, I ask that you support a funding level of 

at least $60 billion for the International Affairs Budget. The International Affairs Budget comprises 

just 1 percent of the total federal budget but serves a vital role in addressing global poverty and 

reducing the potential of violence, political upheaval and terrorism around the world.  

Since 2008 USAID programs have saved the lives of 4.6 million children and 200,000 mothers 

by scaling up proven health interventions. Over the past two decades the number of chronically 

hungry people in the world has nearly been cut in half. 

Compared to other wealthy, industrialized countries, the U.S. currently ranks among the 

lowest in terms of percentage of Gross National Income given to poverty-related assistance. Rather 

than falling further down this list, our nation should lead the way in addressing these pressing needs. 

I am grateful for your longstanding support of the International Affairs Budget and for your 

work to provide nearly $60 billion for these critical programs in FY17. I ask for your continued 

support for international affairs programs by providing a strong 302(b) allocation of $60 billion for 

FY18. 

I look forward to working with you to protect these vital programs that meet basic human 

needs, provide stability and reduce the potential for violence in communities around the world. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

J Ron Byler 

Executive Director 


