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From left to right, Sen. Mark Hatfield 
(R-Ore.), Delton and Marian Franz converse  
at the 25th anniversary celebration of the  
MCC Washington Office in 1993. 

MCC photo/Dave Schrock-Shenk

M C C  U . S .  WA S H I N G T O N  O F F I C E

Celebrating 50 years
“And let us consider how to provoke one another 
to love and good deeds.” (Hebrews 10:24)

MCC’s work in relief, development and peace in 
the name of Christ takes many forms. We can--
and do--help communities respond directly to 
the needs they see around them. But as Chris-
tians, I believe we also have a responsibility 
to address the systemic issues that contribute 
to these needs.  

I am grateful for the vision of our Wash-
ington Office to speak to our government offi-
cials on behalf of Anabaptists about issues of 
injustice over the past 50 years and continu-
ing today. The Washington Office also shares 
resources about these issues with constituency 
groups, and staff listen and learn as they 
interact with congregations and members.  

Some among us will find MCC’s advocacy work 
to be “provocative.” So be it. That is our 
calling as Christians, says the writer to the 
Hebrews. 

The work of advocacy, celebrated here in this 
commemorative issue, is one way we can encour-
age each other to love and good deeds.

Grace and peace,

J Ron Byler, executive director,  
MCC U.S.

After years of study and 
discussion, Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee’s “Peace 
Section” decided to start 
an office in Washington 
as a “listening post.” 
On July 1, 1968, Del-
ton Franz opened the office and six 
months later this newsletter was born. 

Looking back through the newsletter’s 50 
years, one is struck by the strong, prophetic 
tone and the timelessness of the messages, 
regardless of the era. Many of the words writ-
ten 40 or 50 years ago could have been written 
yesterday. 

On the one hand, that is discouraging. Count-
less injustices--from the deeply-flawed crimi-
nal justice system, to the bloated Pentagon 
budget and reliance on militarism--stubbornly 
persist. But on the other hand, it is hearten-
ing to see that advocates have just as persis-
tently raised their voices over the years to 
say, “another way is possible.” 

And there have been changes. Together with 
other faith-based offices in Washington, we 
advocated strongly for debt relief for heavily- 
indebted poor countries. The Jubilee 2000 
campaign largely achieved that goal. On other 
occasions, MCC staff and others have raised 
concern about U.S. military aid to repressive 
governments, and in some cases that assistance 
has been reduced or cut off entirely. 

Advocacy is long-term work. Even 50 years  
is not long enough to see the fruit of all  
of our efforts. But we can trust that if we 
are abiding in Jesus as we do this work, it 
will indeed “bear much fruit” (John 15:5) in 
time. --Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach, director, 
MCC U.S. Washington Office

This year our office  celebrates 50 years of work on Capitol Hill.  We hope you enjoy this special issue of the Memo as much as we did putting it together!



briefing by [MCC El Salvador staff] 
Blake Ortman in June 1986. Several 
members of Congress and more than 
30 legislative aides filled the briefing 
room.

Jim McGovern has subsequently 
been instrumental in the study visits 
of other congressional staff members 
to El Salvador, each of whom have 
also met with MCC staff. A dif-
ferent reality-perspective is break-
ing through about El Salvador on 
Capitol Hill, and MCC workers in 
El Salvador are making a significant 
contribution to that understanding. 
—Delton Franz, writing in March 
1989. Since Rep. Moakley’s retire-
ment in 1996, Jim McGovern has 
represented the 2nd district of  
Massachusetts in Congress.

1999: A little child shall  
lead them

A baby birthed the idea for one of  
 the most memorable advocacy 

projects during my years in the MCC 
Washington Office. 

MCC Iraq service worker Wanda 
Kraybill visited Capitol Hill in 
January 1999 to talk about the 
devastating humanitarian impact of 
U.S.-promoted sanctions on ordinary 
Iraqis. Wanda showed pictures of 
the food boxes that Iraqis received 
under the UN-administered oil-for-
food program, touted by many U.S. 
policymakers as the reason sanctions 
were not that bad.

Sen. Patty Murray’s legislative 
director Ben McMakin, who had just 
become a father, was outraged when 
he saw the small amounts of infant 
formula Iraqi babies were receiving. 
“My baby couldn’t survive a week on 
that amount of formula,” Ben fumed.

This interaction hatched the idea 
of sending a food box to every mem-
ber of Congress. Perhaps if lawmak-

1971: “Say in your country  
. . . we just want peace”

In speaking in this country about 
the people of Viet-Nam, I can truly 

and honestly speak for them only 
when I keep repeating the message 
of the immediate need for peace, as 
they always did in talking with me. 
On the day I left Quang Tri, a friend 
from the Cam Lo Camp pleaded 
with a fierce intensity in his eyes as 
he said: ‘Say in your country. . . . We 
just want peace so we can raise food 
to eat, that’s all.’” —Kevin Byrne, 
returned MCC Vietnam volunteer, 
testifying before the Senate Subcom-
mittee on Refugees in April 1971, 
May–June 1971 Memo

1977: Firsthand account  
of torture in Argentina

Patricia Erb, 19-year-old daugh-
ter of Mennonite missionaries in 

Argentina, lived to tell of her abusive 
treatment by the repressive Argen-
tine government. In Washington, 
she met with more than 40 members 
of Congress, and her experience 
was mentioned in a floor speech by 
Sen. Frank Church (D-Idaho). Sen. 
Church introduced the amendment 
that terminated all U.S. military aid 
to Argentina. 

into MCC Washington’s 
work over the years

1978: Ugandan bishop calls  
for embargo

Eastern Mennonite Board of Mis-
sions (EMBM) friend, Ugandan 

Bishop Festo Kiveugere, escaped 
under cover of night from ruth-
less “President for Life” Idi Amin. 
EMBM requested that the MCC 
Washington Office set up meetings 
for the bishop with members of 
Congress. Rep. Don Pease (D-Ohio) 
and Sen. Mark Hatfield (R-Ore.) 
sponsored legislation that imposed an 
embargo on Ugandan coffee sales to 
the U.S., an initiative which isolated 
Amin and contributed to his ouster. 

1986: A different perspective 
on El Salvador

Several years ago, a phone call from 
Jim McGovern, foreign policy aide 

for Rep. Joe Moakley (D-Mass.), 
began a special Capitol Hill-MCC  
El Salvador connection. Having been 
asked by the congressman to “find 
out what is really happening in El 
Salvador,” Jim was encouraged by an 
acquaintance to get in touch with the 
Mennonite personnel in El Salvador. 

Jim McGovern’s eight-day visit to 
El Salvador and his subsequent report 
led Rep. Moakley to invite some 60 
House members and their staff to a 

Lancaster Confer-
ence Peace Com-

mittee with Walton 
Hackman, executive 

secretary of MCC’s 
Peace Section, and 
Delton Franz, MCC 

Washington director, 
during the first MCC 
Washington seminar 

in 1968.

MCC photo
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2018: Church leaders call for 
better immigration policies

Seventeen leaders from Brethren in 
Christ, Mennonite Brethren and 

Mennonite Church USA congrega-
tions advocated for better immigra-
tion policies at 30 congressional 
offices, in late February.

As the faith leaders returned to 
the Washington Office after their 
Capitol Hill meetings, many reported 
that their meetings were positive. 
Some said their legislators support 
a “clean” Dream Act. Others men-
tioned that, while their legislators did 
not agree with their policy positions, 
their aides, nevertheless, listened to 
their recommendations earnestly.  
—From an MCC News Service article 
by Cherelle Dessus, March 2018

ers would see firsthand the Iraqi 
rations, it would make a difference.

During the week of August 6, 
1999—the ninth anniversary of when 
sanctions had been imposed—the 
MCC Washington Office organized 
a campaign to deliver a food box to 
every member of Congress. MCC 
constituents delivered 170 boxes to 
district congressional offices. MCC 
staff assembled the remaining 365 
boxes for delivery on Capitol Hill. 

Each food box contained a week’s 
worth of food rations—flour, rice, 
sugar, lentils, cheese, cooking oil, tea 
and salt—and a letter inviting mem-
bers of Congress to use this as their 
diet for a week. 

Almost immediately, we started 
receiving calls from congressional 
offices. Some were grateful that MCC 
had highlighted the flaws of oil-for-
food. Sen. Murray circulated a letter 
urging her colleagues to remember 
the children suffering under “the 
weight of sanctions.” 

Other offices expressed anger at 
being confronted with the choice 
between eating the Iraqi rations and 
wasting food. “Why didn’t you send 
the food to Iraq?” demanded some 
offices, who missed the point that we 
were targeting a public policy. 

To my knowledge, no members of 
Congress chose the Iraqi diet, but one 
member did organize a “food boxes 
pickup” on Capitol Hill so the food 
could be shared with D.C. Central 
Kitchen, a local organization that tar-
gets the cycle of hunger and poverty.

Congress did not vote to end the 
sanctions—sadly, that didn’t happen 
until after the 2003 Iraq war—but 
using the biblical tradition of visual 
prophetic advocacy did spark an 
important debate on Capitol Hill. 

J. Daryl Byler was director of the 
MCC Washington Office from 1994 
to 2007.

Daryl Byler, on  
right, meets with  

Rep. Andy Jacobs 
(D-Ind.) in 1998.

Danielle Gonzales, MCC U.S. immigration project coordinator; Hyun Hur, ReconciliAsian; 
and Samuel Resendez, Iglesia La Roca, speak with California Rep. Judy Chu’s aides, 
Krystal Ka’ai and Rricha Mathur. 

Some things never change . . .

From the moment of apprehension by the 
police, through the bail bond dilemma, the long 
wait for trial in the city jail, being represented 
in court by the District Attorney, to the sen-
tencing by the judge—through each step of 
this pre-conviction process, studies have found 
[African-Americans] to suffer disadvantages 
far in excess of the inequities experienced by 
white [people] in similar circumstances.  
—Sept–Oct 1971 Memo

Most U.S. officials acknowledge that a settle-
ment of the critical Middle East situation can 
never be attained without a settlement of the 
Palestinian refugee’s plight.  —Sept.–Oct. 1974 
Memo

The placement of some kind of restriction on 
handguns remains highly controversial and 
will probably remain so. Legislators and other 
interested groups need to look carefully at this 
issue and hopefully recognize fact from fiction. 
–Nov.–Dec. 1981 Memo

. . . and other things do

Seminar participation will be limited to 40. A 
block of reservations, sleeping 4 to a room is 
being held at Hotel Continental @ $5.00 per 
person per night. A $5.00 registration fee plus 
$7.25 covering 3 luncheon and 1 dinner meet-
ing will be charged. —Sept.–Oct. 1970 Memo

Telegrams are an attention getter and especially 
useful just before a vote. By telephone you can 
send a Public Opinion Message—15 words 
maximum for $2. —March–April 1976 Memo
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WASHINGTON MEMO is published three times 
a year by Mennonite Central Committee U.S. 
Washington Office staff. Subscribe or change 
your address by sending an email to mccwash@
mcc.org or by calling (202) 544-6564.  

Staff: Tammy Alexander, Cherelle Dessus, 
Charles Kwuelum, Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach 
(Director and Managing Editor), Charissa Zehr. 

All biblical quotes are from the New Revised 
Standard Version, unless otherwise noted. 

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Senator ______________
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3121
senate.gov

Representative ______________
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 224-3121
house.gov

President Donald Trump
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111
whitehouse.gov/contact

GET INVOLVED!

• Check out our website at  
 washington.mcc.org. 
• Read our blog at washingtonmemo.org. 
• Sign up to receive action alerts  
 and the monthly E-Memo. 
•  Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/ 

mccwashington. Like us on Facebook  
at facebook.com/MCCWashingtonOffice. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 17, 2018
Celebrate 50 years of the  
MCC U.S. Washington Office!
mcc.org/washington-anniversary

We are advocates

Reader 1: Like Moses, who protested 
at first but then answered God’s 
call to go to Pharaoh’s house to  
tell him to “let my people go . . .”

Together: Like Moses, we are advo-
cates.

Reader 2: Like Elijah, who went 
boldly to King Ahab and Queen 
Jezebel to tell them they were  
abusing their power by killing a 
man in order to take his land . . .

Together: Like the prophet Elijah,  
we are advocates. 

Reader 3: Like Nathan, who con-
fronted King David with a disarm-
ingly simple story about sheep, 
thus helping him to see how he 
had acted unjustly . . .

Together: Like the prophet Nathan, 
we are advocates. 

Reader 4: Like Esther, who risked  
her life to ask the king to spare  
the lives of her people . . .

Together: Like Queen Esther, we  
are advocates. 

Reader 5: Like Daniel, who was pro-
moted to a position of authority, 
and who used that position to help 
the Babylonians see that God was 
the true source of his power . . .

Together: Like Daniel, we are  
advocates. 

Reader 6: Like John the Baptist, who 
confronted King Herod about his 
moral failings and paid the price 
with his life . . .

Together: Like John the Baptist, we 
are advocates.

Reader 7: Like so many throughout 
history who have called, orga-
nized, prayed, fasted, marched and 
sung together for God’s justice and 
peace to be made known,

Together: We are advocates!

Worship resources

Liturgical reading 

Used at a service in 1993 to celebrate 
25 years of the MCC Washington 
Office.

Leader: Speak to all the world of the 
Child by whose word the universe 
is held together!

People: We can hardly speak for 
ourselves; how can we speak in the 
name of the Son of God?

Leader: “Whom shall I send?” God 
asks us. “Who will go?” If those 
whom God has shown love have 
no words, who can tell the world 
that God’s reign is among us?

People: Send us the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit to teach us, to remind 
us of everything Jesus proclaimed. 

Leader: Show us how to bring your 
presence to others—

People: when to keep silence, when 
to act in secret, when to openly 
speak. 

Leader: Free our hearts, our hands, 
our voices to confess Christ, to 
give people the reason for the hope 
that is in us. 

All: Glory be to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. You took the form of a 
servant. You preached peace. You 
healed the oppressed. You died for 
us. We will tell the world that you 
are the author of our salvation. 
Here we are; send us!
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Oct. 1969 The office hosts its first seminar for constituents, the 
“Mennonite Churchmen’s Seminar,” which later becomes the Spring Seminar. 
Now the office participates in Ecumenical Advocacy Days, a broader ecumenical 
effort.

1970 The first “Action Bulletins” are sent. Renamed Hotlines and 
eventually “action alerts,” the first lists were: war/peace, draft, 

domestic poverty, international development, civil rights and civil 
liberties. 

1992 Office launches a “Pastor in Residence” program.

Aug. 1994 J. Daryl Byler becomes director.

Sept. 2002
More than 17,000 Mennonites sign a  

petition against war with Iraq.

July 2007 Rachelle 
Lyndaker Schlabach starts  

as director.

1999 Annual high school  
essay contest begins.

Feb. 2006 The office moves to its current 
location at 920 Pennsylvania Avenue SE.

May 2008 First posting on office blog at 
washingtonmemo.org. 

April 2009 Office launches E-Memo, our monthly  
electronic update, as well as an automated way to  

contact legislators. The Memo is redesigned in full color.

Oct. 2017 Volunteer  
Advocacy Coordinators  

Network launched.

Jan. 1969 The first issue of the Washington Memo is released, going to 200 subscribers. The numbers 
increased steadily over the years, peaking at 6,000 in the 1980s. 

July 1, 1968 MCC’s Peace Section opens the Washington Office, renting space from the Friends Committee on 
National Legislation. Delton Franz, who remained as director until 1993, was the sole staff person.

Sept. 1969 The office moves to the United Methodist Building, where it 
remained for nearly 40 years.

MCC U.S. WASHINGTON OFFICE

The first 50 years
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United Methodist Building

Above, Wilma Bailey 
speaking to a seminar 

group in 1996; right,  
Saige Lind, 2018  

essay contest winner

Above, our current staff in front of 920 Penn-
sylvania Avenue; right, Volunteer Advocacy 
Coordinators Network
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“Just as we turned down our thermostats 
to conserve energy, we are willing to  

eat less in order to feed the hungry and 
undernourished and to prevent starvation. 
Though we cannot feed the whole world, 

what we do will make a difference.”

“It is a strange morality for the U.S.  
government to give billions of dollars  
to keep the war going but then cut off  
all assistance, including humanitarian  

assistance, when peace comes.”

“The failure to pursue habits and policies which promote the 
common good undermine the very future of our country.” 

“The ten-year assault weapons ban expired at midnight on Sept. 13, 2004. Ironically, seeds 
for a new era of violence in the United States may have been planted by the inaction  

of a Congress and president who are preoccupied with concerns for homeland security.” 

“It seems that U.S. policy has 
most often addressed only the 
‘crossing of the border’ into the 

U.S. Our international relationships 
have not usually been addressed 
from the point of view of affecting 
the flow of refugees to or from a 
country. And we have little toler-
ance for those in our country who 

do not quickly ‘assimilate.’”

“As people become increasingly  
frustrated at a world turning out different 
than they hoped and expected, there is a 

strong temptation to look for scapegoats 
and give credence and allegiance to simple 

answers put forth with authoritarian  
certainty. Racial and ethnic prejudices and 
economic jealousies influence the process. 
In such a world it becomes urgent for the 

political process to devise just means  
of allocating resources, protecting the  

weak and preserving God’s creation.”

“Mr. President, the decision you make 
today or tomorrow about war with Iraq 
will likely determine the legacy of your 

presidency—for better or for worse. . . . The 
question is not whether the United States 
can ‘prevail’ on the battlefield in Iraq. The 
more important question is what kind of 
world will there be a year from now and 

five years from now as a result of war? Will  
Iraq and the Middle East be more stable?  

Will U.S. residents feel safer?”

“Too readily, the 
church allows itself to 

be co-opted and seduced 
by the rulers and authori-
ties. Ours, however, is not 
to assume the posture of 
passivity when the princi-
palities and powers have 

succumbed to the ways of 
monstrous evils, violence 
and corruption. Rather ‘it 
is through the church that 
the manifold wisdom of 

God is to be made known to 
the rulers and authorities’ 

(Ephesians 3:10).”

From a  
“Petition Concerning  

World Hunger,”  
May–June 1974  

Memo

MCC’s Director  
for Asia, Bob Miller, 
testifying before a 

House subcommittee, 
Sept.–Oct. 1975  

Memo

Jalane Schmidt,  
July–Aug.  

1993 Memo

David Whettstone, 
Nov.–Dec. 2004  

Memo

Betsy Beyler,  
March–April 1979 

Memo

Edgar Metzler,  
Nov.–Dec. 1980  

Memo

J. Daryl Byler,  
writing to President 

Bush on the last  
day of his 40-day  

fast in 2003

Delton Franz,  
May–June 1987  

Memo


